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FUGLID ON

Scientists are delighted by the first crisp, clear
images from ESA's new space telescope

EUCLID, 7 NOVEMBER 2023

n November, ESA scientists unveiled the first scientific
images sent back by the Euclid mission. The five images
included the shots seen here of the Horsehead Nebula
(main image), spiral galaxy IC 342 (top left) and the
Perseus galaxy cluster Abel 426 (top right).
Euclid aims to discover more about dark energy and dark
matter. The telescope is designed to capture widefield images of
vast regions of the night sky - as opposed to focusing on small,

* specific areas, as the James Webb Space Telescope does - at

a higher resolution than was possible using previous survey
telescopes, such as the ground-based VLT Survey Telescope.

Euclid launched from Cape Canaveral on the back of a Falcon 9
rocket on 1July 2023 and arrived at the Sun-Earth Lagrange point
L2, some 1.5 million kilometres beyond Earth'’s orbit, 30 days later.
It will remain in halo orbit at L2 for at least six years.

MORE ONLINE

Explore a gallery of these and more
stunning space images
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