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BBC Sky at Night Magazine is thrilled  
to reveal the 2025 winners in the globe’s 
premier astrophotography contest

T
he winners of the world-famous 

Astronomy Photographer of the Year 

2025 awards have been announced  

– and the results are stunning.  

Space enthusiasts from all over the 

globe competed, with 1,141 individuals submitting 

a total of 5,882 entries, all hoping to impress the 

judges. With eight subject categories, as well as 

special prizes for newcomers, one that recognises 

the best photo processed using any form of 

astronomical data, and the ZWO Young Astronomy 

Photographer of the Year, the competition was 

ƅHUFH��<RX�FDQ�VHH�WKH�ZLQQLQJ�SKRWRV�IRU�\RXUVHOI�

at the National Maritime Museum in Greenwich, 

/RQGRQ�IURP����6HSWHPEHU��7R�ƅQG�GHWDLOV��YLVLW�

www.rmg.co.uk/astrophoto.

Y OVERALL WINNER / Galaxies
The Andromeda Core

Weitang Liang, Qi Yang and Chuhong Yu 

Location: AstroCamp Observatory, Nerpio, Spain

Equipment: PlaneWave CDK20 telescope, Baader LRGB and Chroma 

+�DOSKD�ƅOWHUV��3ODQH:DYH�/����PRXQW��0RUDYLDQ�&��������3UR�FDPHUD��

IRFDO�OHQJWK������PP�����PP�I������PXOWLSOH�����VHFRQG�5*%�H[SRVXUHV��

PXOWLSOH�������VHFRQG�+�DOSKD�H[SRVXUHV�����KRXUV�WRWDO

Judge’s verdict: ş1RW�WR�VKRZ�LW�DOO�Ż�WKLV�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�JUHDWHVW�YLUWXHV�RI�

WKLV�SKRWR��7KH�$QGURPHGD�*DOD[\�KDV�EHHQ�SKRWRJUDSKHG�LQ�VR�PDQ\�

different ways, it’s hard to imagine a photo would ever add to what we’ve 

already seen. But this does just that: an unusual, dynamic composition, 

with unprecedented detail that doesn’t obscure the overall scene.”  

– László Francsics

FREE 2026 
CALENDAR

Don’t miss the December issue of BBC Sky  

at Night Magazine for our free 2026 calendar, 

featuring all the winning images from the 

competition, as well as details of all the year’s 

unmissable astronomical events. It goes on  

sale from 18 November 2025.

Y Our Sun
Active Region of the Sun’s Chromosphere

James Sinclair 

Location: Cedar City, Utah, USA

Equipment:�/XQW����PP�WHOHVFRSH�ZLWK� 

GRXEOH�VWDFNHG�HWDORQV��/XQW�%�����EORFNLQJ�ƅOWHU�

���PP���6N\�:DWFKHU�(4�5�3UR�PRXQW��3OD\HU�2QH�

$VWURQRP\�$SROOR�0�0D[�FDPHUD�����PP�I����� 

JDLQ���������VHFRQG�H[SRVXUH

Judge’s verdict: “I found this amazingly detailed 

view of one tiny portion of the Sun’s surface totally 

mesmerising. Its abstract beauty wonderfully 

conveys constant movement and it screams pure 

fusion energy!” – Martin Lewis X
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U Aurorae
Crown of Light

Kavan Chay 

Location: Tumbledown Bay, Little River,  

Banks Peninsula Community, New Zealand

Equipment:�1LNRQ�=��DVWUR�PRGLƅHG�FDPHUD�� 

6N\�:DWFKHU�6WDU�$GYHQWXUHU�3UR��L�PRXQW��1LNNRU� 

=���Ś��PP�I�����6����PP��VN\�I������,62������

��VHFRQG�H[SRVXUH��IRUHJURXQG�I������,62�������

���VHFRQG�H[SRVXUH

Judge’s verdict: ş7KLV�EUHDWKWDNLQJ�SDQRUDPLF�

LPDJH��WDNHQ�GXULQJ�DQ�LQWHQVH�*��VWRUP��FDSWXUHV�

WKH�YLEUDQW�$XURUD�$XVWUDOLV��,WV�VWUHQJWK�OLHV�LQ�

WKH�EDODQFH�RI�WHFKQLFDO�SUHFLVLRQ�DQG�HPRWLRQDO�

UHVRQDQFH��7KH�URFN\�FRDVWOLQH�DQFKRUV�WKH�VFHQH��

FRQWUDVWLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�HWKHUHDO�JORZ�RI�WKH�DXURUD�Š  

– Yuri Beletsky

Y SPECIAL PRIZE:  
The Annie Maunder Open Category
Fourth Dimension

Leonardo Di Maggio 

Original data: -:67��1,5&DP��1HDU�,QIUDUHG�� 

1$6$��(6$��&6$��676F,�IURP����-XO\�����

This image combines James Webb Space Telescope  

data with a photograph of the inside of a meteorite. 

Both have been converted to black and white  

and merged, with the meteorite layer set to low 

opacity so the JWST data bleeds through, creating 

a surreal, hazy effect. 

Judge’s verdict: ş7KLV�LPDJH�XQLWHV�WZR�SKHQRPHQD�

W\SLFDOO\�KLGGHQ�IURP�YLHZ��JUDYLWDWLRQDO�OHQVLQJ�

>WKH�EHQGLQJ�DQG�PDJQLƅFDWLRQ�RI�OLJKW�IURP�GLVWDQW�

REMHFWV�E\�PDVVLYH�IRUHJURXQG�ERGLHV@�FDSWXUHG�E\�

WKH�-:67��DQG�WKH�LQWULFDWH�LQWHUQDO�VWUXFWXUH�RI�D�

PHWHRULWH��7RJHWKHU��WKH\�IRUP�D�VWULNLQJ�FRPSRVLWH�

WKDW�EULGJHV�WKH�YDVWQHVV�RI�WKH�FRVPRV�ZLWK�WKH�

PLQXWHQHVV�RI�WKH�PLFURVFRSLF�Š – Victoria Lane 



October 2025 BBC Sky at Night Magazine 37

Location: &RQWUDGD�6DQWŝ,SSROLWR��

0RGLFD��6LFLO\��,WDO\

Equipment: 1LNRQ�'�����FDPHUD��

���PP�I������,62��������VHFRQG�H[SRVXUH

Judge’s verdict: ş:H�RIWHQ�VHH�SLFWXUHV�

RI�WKH�0RRQ�VHWWLQJ��WKH�GLVWRUWLRQ�

RI�WKH�DWPRVSKHUH�SOD\LQJ�ZLWK�LWV�

FRQWRXUV��%XW�WKLV�LPDJH�YLYLGO\�VKRZV�

MXVW�KRZ�PXFK�GLVWRUWLRQ�LV�SRVVLEOH�DW�

WKH�YHU\�HGJH�RI�WKH�KRUL]RQ��VWUHWFKLQJ�

DQG�ZULQNOLQJ�WKH�OXQDU�OLPE�DV�LI�WKH�

JURXQG�LV�D�EODFN�KROH�GUDZLQJ�WKH�

0RRQ�WRZDUGV�LW��$�VLQJOH�VOLYHU�IURP�LW�

ZRXOG�EH�EHDXWLIXO�LQ�LWV�RZQ�ULJKW��EXW�

ZKHQ�SDUW�RI�D�ZHOO�FUDIWHG�VHTXHQFH�

LW�EHFRPHV�D�IDVFLQDWLQJ�PRQWDJH�RI�D�

GDLO\�RFFXUUHQFH�ZH�QHYHU�JHW�WR�VHH�LQ�

WKLV�ZD\�Š�– Steve Marsh

U Our Moon
The Trace of Refraction

Marcella Giulia Pace

X
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Location: Aoraki/Mount Cook National 

Park, Mackenzie District, New Zealand

Equipment: iOptron SkyGuider Pro 

mount, sky: Nikon Z6a camera, 40mm 

f/1.8, ISO 1600, 49x 30-second exposures, 

foreground: Nikon Z7 camera, 28mm f/10, 

ISO 125, 13x 20-second exposures

Judge’s verdict: “There is so much 

to love in this image. It is absolutely 

breathtaking. The vibrant colours of 

the landscape, the night sky and the 

individual stars are all remarkable.  

The photographer has captured 

impressive depth in the Milky Way, 

including the added hydrogen regions, 

without overdoing it. I appreciate how 

the airglow appears to cradle the sky, 

and the landscape contributes to a  

very balanced composition. Truly  

eye-catching and dreamy.” 

– Kerry-Ann Lecky Hepburn

U Skyscapes
The Ridge

Tom Rae 
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V Stars and Nebulae
M13: An Ultra-Deep Exposure of the Popular Cluster

Distant Luminosity astrophotography collective

Location: Pena Trevinca, Veiga, Gijón municipality,  

Asturias, Spain

Equipment: TS-Optics 8-inch ONTC f/4 Newtonian telescope, 

iOptron CEM70G mount, ZWO ASI2600MM Pro camera, 

800mm f/4, multiple 300-second exposures, 29.25 hours total

Judge’s verdict: “It’s the incredible balance of detail at different 

distances that makes this a truly impressive image. Dozens of 

galaxies pepper the scene. More are revealed the longer you 

look. With razor-sharp focus and beautiful bursts of colour,  

this is a worthy winner of the category.” – Greg Brown

U SPECIAL PRIZE: 
Sir Patrick Moore Prize for Best Newcomer
Encounter Across Light Years

Yurui Gong and Xizhen Ruan 

Location: Zhucheng City, Shandong, China

Equipment: Nikon Z30 camera, 56mm f/1.7, ISO 800,  

multiple 30-second exposures

Judge’s verdict: “Happenstance created this alluring 

FRPSDULVRQ��2XU�YLHZ�RI�$QGURPHGD�LV�ƅ[HG��ZKHUHDV�URFN\�

PDWHULDO�EXUQLQJ�XS�LQ�RXU�DWPRVSKHUH�ƆDUHV�XS�DV�D�ƅUHEDOO� 

for just a few seconds. For just a moment, the annihilation  

of an object no bigger than a football steals the attention  

from the home of over a trillion stars.” – Ed Bloomer X



U Planets, Comets and Asteroids
Comet 12P/Pons–Brooks Taking a Final Bow

Dan Bartlett 

Location: June Lake, California, USA

Equipment: Celestron C14Edge HD SCT telescope, HyperStar 

V4 lens, 10Micron GM2000 HPS mount, ZWO ASI2600MC Pro 

camera, 712mm f/2, 25x 30-second exposures

Judge’s verdict: ş7KLV�ƅQH�FRPHWDU\�LPDJH�LV�GUDPDWLFDOO\�

composed, and exceptionally crisp and detailed. Its blue  

tones contrast beautifully with the brilliant orange star  

nearby. The billowing tail evokes the sense of the comet  

URDULQJ�DFURVV�WKH�QLJKW�VN\�Ś�UHPLQLVFHQW�RI�WKH�ƅHU\�WUDLO� 

RI�WKH�URFNHW�VKLS�LQ�WKH������ƅOP�Flash Gordon.”  

– Martin Lewis

V People and Space
ISS Lunar Flyby

Tom Williams 

Location: Trowbridge, Wiltshire, England

Equipment: Sky-Watcher 400P Go-To Dobsonian telescope, 

Player One Astronomy Uranus-C (IMX585) camera, 300mm 

f/15.5, 1.5-millisecond exposure 

Judge’s verdict: “It’s good to be reminded that people are  

on board the ISS as it traverses the Moon. Soviet cosmonaut 

<XUL�*DJDULQ�PDGH�WKH�ƅUVW�VSDFH�ƆLJKW�LQ�������,�ZRQGHU�LI��

today, we’ve become complacent about our presence in space. 

This image shows us that we are still space explorers and 

pioneers at the very beginning of our journey. A picture of  

great hope.” – Alan Sparrow



FREE BONUS 
CONTENT

<RX�FDQ�ƅQG�D�JDOOHU\�

of these and more 

fantastic images from 

the 2025 competition 

at www.skyatnight

magazine.com/

bonus-content

The judges
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Yuri Beletsky is a 

professional astronomer and 

award-winning nightscape 

photographer based in Chile 

Ed Bloomer is Senior 

Astronomy Manager: Digital 

& Data at Royal Museums 

Greenwich 

Greg Brown is an astronomer 

and science communicator 

within the Astronomy Team 

at the Royal Observatory, 

Greenwich 

László Francsics is an 

architect, astrophotographer 

and Chair of the Hungarian 

Astrophotographers’ 

Association 

Kerry-Ann Lecky Hepburn 

is an astrophotographer and 

senior meteorologist for a  

24-hour TV station in Canada 

Victoria Lane is Senior 

Curator of Art and Identity at 

Royal Museums Greenwich

Martin Lewis is an 

optoelectronics engineer, 

telescope builder and high-

resolution planetary imager

Steve Marsh is Art Editor of 

BBC Sky at Night Magazine 

Alan Sparrow is Chair of the 

UK Picture Editors Guild and 

Director of the UK Picture 

Editors Guild Awards

Neal White is Professor 

of Contemporary Art/

Science at the University of 

Westminster, where he is a 

Director of CREAM

Location: Leffe, Bergamo, Italy

Equipment: Player One Astronomy Ares-M 

Pro camera, Sky-Watcher HEQ5 Pro mount, 

Samyang 135mm f/2.0 lens, 135mm f/2.8, 45x 

60-second exposures and 262x 300-second 

exposures, 22 hours 35 minutes total

Judge’s verdict: “It never ceases to amaze 

me how the quality of images in the Young 

category can rival those in the overall 

competition – and few demonstrate that  

more clearly than this one. Choosing black  

and white over bright colours, and focusing 

purely on the shapes and contours of the 

nebulae, is a bold decision that has paid off. 

The Orion, Horsehead and Flame Nebulae 

have rarely looked so dynamic, and it’s easy 

to imagine these vast gas clouds roiling and 

billowing through space.” – Greg Brown

U ZWO Young Astronomy Photographer of the Year
Orion, the Horsehead and the Flame in H-Alpha

Daniele Borsari (aged 15)




