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Revealed: The winners of the world's
biggest astrophoto competition

RIPPLING SPACETIME: 1D YEARS . 4 .
OF GRAVITATIONAL WAVES > \-{W. 8
WORLD'S DARKEST SKIES: 17w &
STARGAZING IN THE ATACAMA N A~

FOUND! THE UNIVERSE'S | THE SGI-FI STELLAR NAVIGATION | A GLOSE-UP LOOK AT THE
MISSING MATTER THAT JUST BECAME REAL NEW NOVASTAR EYEPIECES
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: The newimage -
reveals a million- °
lightyearstellar .
bridge linking two ¢
merging galaxies

.

Bridoe of stray stars revealed

Dark Energy Camera image of galaxy cluster Abell 3667 brings cosmic history into focus

Galaxy clusters are among the largest galaxy cluster Abell 3667. It reveals a galaxy cluster,” says Anthony Englert,
structures in the Universe, created when ghostly, million-lightyear-long bridge of lead author of the new research. “We
hundreds or thousands of galaxies lone stars connecting two small galaxies ~ knew that it was possible for a bridge like
become gravitationally bound over within the cluster - direct evidence that this to form between two galaxies, but it
billions of years. these galaxies are actively merging, hadn't been documented anywhere
Now, 28 hours of observations using pulling each other apart as they do so. before now. It was a huge surprise that we
the 570-megapixel Dark Energy Camera “This is the first time a feature of this were able to image such a faint feature.”
have produced the deepest image yet of  scale and size has been found in a local www.noirlab.edu
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