Food security

FHER

MONDAY, August 22, 2022

UN chief inspects Ukraine’s
grain export efforts in Istanbul

RCEP deepens
cooperation between
Guangxi, ASEAN

JBUSINESS. PAGE 14

4 @B

103rd successful rocket
launch breaks record

By ZHAO LEI

probe, a Mars probe and manned
hi] the space conglomer-

The Long March carrier rocket
family, China’s backbone launch
vehicle fleet, has set a new record
for successful consecutive launches
after a Long March 2D launch over
the weekend, according to the Chi-
na Aerospace Science and Technol-
ogy Corp, the country’s leading
space CONtractor.

The rocket blasted off at 1:37am
Saturday from the Xichang Satel-
lite Launch Center in Sichuan
province and later placed a series
of Yaogan 35-04 satellites, the
fourth group of spacecraft in the
Yaogan 35 remote-sensing net-
‘work, into preset orbits, the State-
owned company revealed ina news
release.

Remote sensing is the process of
detecting and monitoring the phys-
ical characteristics of an area by
measuring its reflected and emit-
ted radiation at a distance, typical-
1y from an aircraft or a satellite.

The release said that the satel-
lites are tasked with scientific
experiments, surveying land
resources, forecasting agricultural
vields and helping in disaster pre-
vention and relief.

Since May 5, 2020, the Long
March rocket series has achieved
103 consecutive successful launch-
es in just 27 months, transporting
200 spacecraft into orbit, including
space station modules, a lunar

ate noted.

The previous record for consecu-
tive Long March launch successes
Was 102, set between 1996 and 2011.

Long March 2D, designed and

built by the company’s Shanghai
Academy of Spaceflight Technolo-
gy, is propelled by liquid propel-
lants and has a liftoff thrust of 300
metric tons. It is capable of sending
spacecraft with a combined weight
of 1.2 tons into a sun-synchronous
orbit at an altitude of 700 kilome-
ters.
The last time the model was used
‘was in late July, when it was tasked
with placing the third group of Yao-
gan 35 satellites in orbit.

China launched the firstand sec-
ond groups of Yaogan 35 satellites
in November 2021 and June this

year.

Saturday’s launch was the 433rd
flight of the Long March rocket
fleet.

China has carried out 28 space
launch missions so far this year
and plans to conduct some 60
launches in all.

China Aerospace Science and
Technology Corp is developing a
next-generation manned rocket
and a super-heavy launch vehicle,
which it plans to use to send
crewed missions to the moon and
realize future expeditions to Mars,
Jupiter and asteroids, the company
sail
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cientists have identified

more than 660 new pulsars

via Chinas Five-hundred-

meter Aperture Spherical
Radio Telescope. The achievement
‘was made via FAST, dubbed “Chi-
na's sky eye” after it was officially
declared fully operational in Janu-
ary 2020

Located in a Karst depression in
Pingtang county, Qiannan Bouyei
and Miao autonomous prefecture,
Southwest Chinas Guizhou prov-
ince, FAST is the world’s largest sin-
gle-dishradio telescope. While it has
helped scientists with research, the
telescope has also benefited the
Temote county's residents with tour-
ism.

An astronomy-themed cultural
park, which includes a planetarium,
‘was built in Kedu, the closest town.
Some 6,633 villagers from the
mountainous areas surrounding the
site of the telescope were relocated
‘and many settled in Kedu.

“We want to build the town as a
‘base for study tours on astronomy;”
says Wei Zhimin, Party secretary of
Kedu. “Rural tourism is also our
advantage, with farming and the
local Bouyei ethnic culture”

He says the town also wants to
combine tourism with agriculture
to promote the local animal hus-
‘bandry and farm produce. Visitors
«can sample local pork and passion
fruit, pick tea leaves and brew them
later. With financial allocation, the
town has focused on infrastructure
and renovation projects, such as
Toad repairs, that have increased
convenience and tourism. Accord-
ing to him, locals used to make a liv-
ing by farming or working in other
places. The development of tourism
has brought the town’s residents
‘more job opportunities, such as at
Testaurants and hotels. The pros-
pects have also lured some locals to
Teturn, so they can be with their
children and parents.

In 2018, local villager Wang Shurn-
jun moved into a new house in Kedu
built by the government, and
opened a restaurant. He says the
flow of tourists has boosted the local
‘economy, because they eat and stay
in the town. He recalls that in the
past, a breakfast shop did average
‘business there because the consum-
ers were all locals.

“Now, many students of different
‘ages come on study tours. Peak tour-

China's Five-hundred-meter A perture Spheric:

Telescope town focuses on growth

Study tours mix astronomy lessons with sightseeing and exploring ethnic
culture in Guizhou province, Xu Lin in Beijing and Yang Jun in Guiyang report.
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county, Guizhou province, which has become a popular destination for astronomy study [OUIS. PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

The renovated Kedu town (top and above left) attracts tourists due to its astronomy facilities. including a planetarium. Located in a karst
depression, FAST (above right). or “China’s sky eye”, has helped scientists make important scientific research achievements. pHoTos
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ism happens during summer vaca-
tions, the National Day and Spring
Festival holidays” he says. “Things
have changed rapidly since the
FAST project started, and we're very
proud of it”

Guizhon Pingtang Santian Tour-

ism Development Co Ltd says it

received 1,384 students in 10 study-
tour teams in the first half of 2022.

At the Pingtang International

i Planetarium, students

can learn about the telescope and

astronomy. The study tours include

visits to scenic spots and exploring
ethnic culture. The tours last from
one to five days, and provide bro-
chures and certificates to the stu-
dents. The company works with
major travel agencies to promote
the tours over short video platforms,

and organizes science populariza-
tion speeches at schools.

“Its important to design the
COUrSes to eater to students’ diverse
demands, including enhancing
interactions. And its essential to
train the teacher or guide regularly

and work with universities to help
the tours,” says Lu Dehua, deputy

nic Middle School, co-founded the
school’s astronomy association with
a colleague, because of the FAST

“Tt is necessary to promoteastron-
omy knowledge among our stu-
dents. We feel the responsibility to
do s0.” he says.

About 50 students were chosen
among over 600 applicants that
year. The number was limited
because they only had basic equip-
ment then. Now, the students can
Join two astronomy classes a week,
both theory and practice, which are
also open for non-association mem-
bers. They learn about how to install
and dismantle an astronomical tele-
scope and join camping activities to
observestars in and around thearea.

After five years, the association
has expanded its scale, winning sup-
port of the local government and
residents. Ren’s work has increased
but he says more colleagues have
Joined the association that organiz-
es science activities, including
among primary school students.
During Mid-Autnmn Festival in
September, the association places a
telescope in the town square, where
locals can observe the moon.

“Due tolocal government support
our association members can visit
other places for astronomy-related
activities or take part in contests,” he
says. “It’s a rare opportunity for stu-
dents from such a small county to
travel outside. They've become
more confident, with a broadened
horizon”

He says some members of the
association have achieved good
results in gaokao, the national col-
lege entrance exam, and gotten to
study majors in astronomy, aero-
space and geology.

“Parents have also changed their
thinking. They used to have a tradi-
tional view that studying in schools
always came first, but now they've
realized that students can also bene-
fit from such extracurricular activi-
ties” he says.

Zhao Yandi contributed to this story.
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