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‘Rocket street’ project
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launched in Beijing

Beifing has launched a “rocket
street” project, aiming to establish
anational-level scientific research
and production hub to support
China’s commercial space devel-
opment.

The “Befjing Rocket Street”
project will be located in Beijing
E-town, an economic and techno-
logical development area in the
southeast of the capital, with a
total floor space of 140,000 square
meters.

A common technological plat-
form, a high-end manufacturing
center and an innovation
research and development center
are same of the major facilities. It
also plans to build an interactive
exhibition hall for science and
technology that will offer visitors
immersive virtual reality experi-
ences

The local government anti
pates that the project will assist
rocket enterprises in exploring
new technologies and expanding
their application scenarios. Mean-
while, it has spearheaded a com-
mercial space alliance, bringing
together businesses, uni s,
institutions and cooperatives.

Beijing E-town hosts a cluster of
over 70 acrospace companies
including 75 percent of Chin’s pri-
vate rocket makers, covering vari-
ous fields such as launch vehicles,
satellite development, satellite
applications, ground equipment,
and technology applications.

75

percent

of China's private rocket mak-
ers are located in the E-town
of Beijing.

Beijing E-town has gradually
become one of the main battle-
grounds for commercial space
innovation, resource allocation,
and collaborative efforts in China,
according to its management
committee

The country’s private commer-
cial rocket enterprises, all head-
quartered in Beijing, carried out 13
space launches last year.

Since this year’s Government
Work Report highlighted the
inclusion of the commercial
space industry as a significant
driver for new growth, many
regions such as Shanghai, and
the provinces of Hunan and
Sichuan have also released
development plans to boost the
industry.

China’s commercial space mar-
ket has experienced rapid growth
sinee 2015, with an average annual
inerease of over 20 percent since
2017. This year, the country’s com-
mercial space market is expected
to be worth 2.34 trillion yuan
($322 billion).
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Beidou system set for large-scale applications
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The Beidon Navigation Satell
System developed by China is
poised to enter a critical phase of
large-scale application, with plans
of pilot projects unveiled for its wid-
er use in areas such as consumer
electronics and industrial manufac-
turing, experts said.

The comments came after the
Ministry of Industry and Informa-
tion Technology, China’s top indus-
try regulator, last week released a
notice regarding the selection of
pilot cities for the large-scale appli-
cation of Beidou in the industrial
and information technology sectors.

‘The goal is to foster new business
forms, models and dynamics
through innovative applications
and research, creating exemplary
pilot cities with advanced Beidon
industries and significant applica-
tion results that can influence
nationwide development.

Stating that Beidou provides posi-
tioning, navigation and timing ser-
vices, Hong Yong, anexpert from the
China Digital and Real Economy
Integration 50 Forum, a Befjing-
based think tank, emphasized the

importance and timeliness of
MIITS move.

Government guidance and pref-
crential policies can incentivize

enterprise innovation, expedite the
development of Beidou products
and services, and enhance market
competitiveness, Hong said.

According to MITT, the pilat pro-
jeets will focus on three areas: con-
sumer applications, industrial
manufacturing and  integrated
innovation.

Inthe consumer sector, pilot cities
will prioritize the use of Beidou in
smart devices, wearable technology,
tablets, shared mobility and low-al-
titude drone applications, encour-
aging enterprises to develop and
produce Beidou products and con-
tinually improving product supply
capabilities

An autonomous-driving tractor pulls a wheat seeder in Zhan;
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In industrial manufacturing, the

emphasis will be on promoting Bei-
dou applications in automobiles,
ships, aircraft and robots, leverag-
ing regional characteristics and con-
ditions to explore new industrial
manufacturing scenarios powered
by Beidou.
For integrated innovation, pilot
ies will explore new industrial
technology systems and application
models, establishing  innovative
application platforms across vari-
ous industries to foster “Beidou
plus” integrated innovation applica-
tions.

Yuan Shuai, deputy secretary-
general of the Z-Park Internet of
Things Industry Alliance, highlight-
ed the need for multiple measures to
build a complete Beidou system
industrial chain and promote high-
quality, high-value

product supply capabilities and
technological levels, strengthen-
ing upstream and downstream
industry chain collaboration, and
driving technological and appli
tion innovations to create new eco-
nomic forms and business models,
Yuan said.

The total output value of China’s
satellite navigation and positioning
services industry reached 536.2 bil-
lion yuan ($73.8 billion) in 2023, up
7.09 percent year-on-year, according
to a white paper published by the
Global Navigation Satellite System
and Location-Based Services Associ-
ation of China, which goes by the
abbreviation GLAC.

According to the white paper; the
digital transformation and intel
gent upgrade of various industries
released demand for satellite navi-
gation equi and data, inject-

These include nurturing com-
petitive enterprises, enhancing

ing vitality into the development of
the Beidou information applicati

gve, Gansu province, with the help of the

and service market.

Industry experts said they view
the selection of pilot cities for Bei-
dou's large-scale application as a sig-

nificant milestone in  China’s
development of the satellite naviga-
tion system.

This initiative will broaden the
application of the Beidou system
acrossvarious fields, and better con-
tribute to China’s economic and
social development.

However, they also said there
were challenges and opportunities
ahead, and emphasized the need for
collective and sustained efforts from
all sections of society.

Greater efforts are needed to
establish a comprehensive service
support system for Beidou to dem-
onstrate its value, said Xiang
Ligang, director-general of the
Information Consumption Alliance,
a telecommunications industry
assaciation in China.
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