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China’s first commercial
space launch site gears up

By ZHAOLEL

in early June. Construction of the first
tower i inlate December.

China’s first launch complex dedi-
cated to servicing commercial space
operations is scheduled to carry out
its debut mission in the coming
atumn, according to its top manager.

Yang Tianliang, chairman of the
Hainan Interational Commercial
Aerospace  Launch Cenmter in
Wenchang, Hainan province, told
China Daily in an exclusive inter-
view on Tuesday that if everything
goes according to plan, the center's
debut launch will take place around
September or Octaber.

“This is beeause we need time tu

In the coming weeks, workers at
the complex will conduct rehearsals
with a real carrier rocket, which will
be used for the debut flight, after it is
transported to the center, according
to Yang,

He did not reveal the type of the
rocket to be used in the coming mis-
sion, but sources from the Shanghai
Academy of Spaceflight Technology,
a subsidiary of China Aerospace Sci-
ence and Technalogy Corp and one
of the countrys two major rocket
makers, havesaid that the rocket will
be a Long March 12, and the mission
will also mask the models first fight.

carty out all-ayst
prepare our staff for the first !dum.h
and spot possible problems. So far,
most of the rehearsal tasks have
been accomplished. We will make
some small changes to related pro-
cedures based on the results of the
rehearsals he said.

Construction of the second of the
first two launch towers was completed

ding to designers, the Long
March 12 is the latest model in the
Long March family and the first Chi-
nese rocket with a diameter of 3.8
meters — wider than the 3.35-meter
diameter of most Chinese rockets. It
has two stages, with a combined
height of more than 60 meters.
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Space: Launch of privately
built rocket likely in 2025
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Propelled by six engines fueled
by liquid oxygen and kerosene, the
rocket will be capable of trans-
porting spacecraft with a com-
bined weight of at least 10 metric
tons to a low-Earth orbit, or six
toms of satellites to a typical sun-
synchronous orbit at an altitude of
700 kilometers.

Yang said that whether other
launch missions will be carried
out before the end of this year will
depend on restoration work after
the first launch. “In 2025, we plan
to conduct the first launch of any
privately built rocket at our center.
We will also strive to make our
facilities ready for more missions
that will come next year;” he said.

Yang’s center is a joint venture of
the Hainan provincial government
and three State-owned space con-
glomerates — China Aerospace Sci-
ence and Technology Corp, China
Aerospace Science and Industry

Corp and China Satellite Network
Group
Construction, which began in
July 2022, was undertaken by Chi-
na Acrospace Construction Group.
‘The No 1 launch tower is specifi-
cally tasked with servicing Long
March 8 carrier rockets. The No 2
tower is capable of servicing more
than 10 types of liquid-propellant
carrier rockets, including those in
the Long March family and models
developed by private companies.
When put into operation, the
complex will become the fifth
ground-hased lamnch complex in
China and thefirst dedicatedto facil-
itating commercial space missions.
“The other launch complex in Hat-
nan, the Wenchang Space Launch
Center, is administered by the cen-
tral government and  primarily
tasked with serving State programs.
‘There are three more such centersin
China, located in Jiuquan in Gansu
province, Tatvuan in Shamd province
and Xichang in Sichuan province.
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