Wintering haven

Ecological efforts turn Poyang Lake into ideal
habitat for migratory birds
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‘Beijing Rocket Street™: A launchpad for accelerated development

By YANG CHENG
and GUO YANQI

The Beijing Economic-Techno-
logical Development Area, or
E-Town, has rolled out projects
and shared infrastructure to boost
the commercial aerospace indus-
try, measures that officials say will
help private companies cut costs,
accelerate satellite and rocket pro-
duction, and strengthen industrial
collaboration.

The announcement came on Fri-
day at a conference in the area,
which brought together local offi-
cials, experts and scholars, aero-
space institutes, private space
companies, and international
guests.

Authorities unveiled nine major
production-capacity projects, six
satellite programs, and six indus-
trial platforms under the “Beijing
Rocket Street” initiative.

China’s commercial aerospace
sector has grown rapidly. In 2025,
the country conducted 50 com-
mercial space launches, more than
half of all missions that year, and
placed 311 commercial satellites
into orbit, representing 84 percent
of the total.

“Commercial aerospace has pro-
gressed across the full industrial
chain, from research and develop-
ment to satellite launches, track-
ing and control, and downstream

applications,” said Zhang Rush-
eng, deputy director of the com-
mercial aerospace department at
the China National Space Admin-
istration. He added that Beijing, as
a global innovation hub, is
inereasingly shaping the sector’s
development.

As launch frequency and satel-
lite deployment accelerate, offi-
cials said the focus is now shifting
from scale to efficiency.

Fragmented resources, repeated
investment in testing facilities and
pressure on infrastructure have
emerged as key challenges, partic-
ularly for private companies.

Beijing’s response centers on
shared infrastructure.

And the flagship Beijing Rocket
Street project embodies this meth-
odology. Covering 145,000 square
meters, it is described as China’s first
shared commercial aerospace
research and production base.

The project has completed final
inspections and is entering the deliv-
ery and operational phase.

Thesite is divided into four fune-
tional zones: a common technolo-
gy platform, an innovation and
research center, a high-end manu-
facturing center, and a display and
operations control center. Togeth-
er, they offer more than 10 shared
services, including vibration, ther-
mal vacuum and separation test-
ing for rockets and satellites.
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Visitors view a model of the Beijing Rocket Street commercial aero-
space at the 2026 Beijing International Commmercial Space Exhibi-
tion in E-Town. on Saturday. CHEN XIAQGEN / FOR CHINA DAILY

“This initiative is designed to
expand industrial development
space and strengthen industry sup-
port with shared platforms,” said
Ma Zhao, deputy director at the
Beijing Economic-Technological
Development Area's robotics and
intelligent manufacturing industry
bureau. “By doing so, we aim to
release new productive capacity
‘while boosting confidence across
the industry”

Beijing's E-Town has become

one of China’s most concentrated
commercial aerospace clusters.
Rockets developed in the area car-
ried out 24 launches in 2025, rep-
resenting more than 90 percent of
China’s commercial rocket mis-
sions, according to the E-Town
authorities.

Enterprises noted the impor-
tance of the shared infrastructure
and targeted services in the area.

Xia Dongkun, vice-president of
Galactic Energy, a leading com-

mercial aerospace company with
R&D bases in E-Town, highlighted
the benefits of policies regarding
talent, investment, and insurance.

The shared platforms enhance
synergy between upstream and
downstream industries, improving
efficiency and financial capabilities.

Galaxy Space, another industry
leader, values the cutting-edge
industrial foundation in the area,
such as intelligent driving and
embodied intelligent robots, said
Liu Chang, the company’s
co-founder.

The company plans to build a
factory in E-Town with an annual
production eapacity of 500 satel-
lites, making it China’s largest
facility for mass production of low
Earth orbit satellites, utilizing a
lot of automated equipment, she
added.

Ma said E-Town will continue
focusing on reusable rockets, satel-
lite internet, future space technol-
ogies, and new infrastructure. The
area aims to attract up to 1,000
companies, support more than
1,000 commercial rocket launches,
and generate hundreds of billions
of yuan in revenue, consolidating
Beijing's position as a national cen-
ter for high-gquality commercial
aerospace development.
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Deepening rift

Killing of US citizen by federal
agent sets off fresh protests
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