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China to accelerate lunar mission plans this year

By ZHAO LEI

China is advaneing toward its
goal of sending a manned mission
to the moon by around 2030, with
the pace of construction of major
related infrastructure set to accel-
erate this year, the China Manned
Space Agency said in a news
release on Friday.

“In 2026, full efforts will be made
to push forward the construction
of facilities and egquipment
required for lunar landing mis-
sions at the Wenchang Space
Launch Center in Hainan province,
as well as the building of other
ground support systems such as
telemetry, tracking, command,
communications and the landing
site” the agency said.

It added that the development of

major flight vehicles, including the
Long March 10 heavy-lift carrier
rocket, the Mengzhou crew space-
craft and the Lanyue lunar lander, is
progressing smoothly.

A series of critical tests have been
completed, including the pad abort
and maximum dynamic pressure
escape flight tests for the Mengzhou,
the landing and takeoff tests for the
Lanyue, and the static ignition and
low-altitude flight tests for the Long
March 10, the agency said.

Once realized, China’s manned
lunar program will make the coun-
try the second nation to land astro-
nauts on the moon, significantly
boosting its global space standing.
The United States successfully sent
six crewed missions in the 1960s
and 1970s, putting 12 US astronauts
on the moon.

China’s roadmap for its first

manned lunar expedition involves
two Long March 10 launches from
the Wenchang spaceport to trans-
port a Lanyue lunar lander and a
Mengzhou manned spacecraft to
the lunar orbit. After reaching their
preset orbital positions, the Lanyue
lander and the Mengzhou vessel will
rendezvous and dock. Two crew
members will enter the lander,
which will then undock and
descend toward the lunar surface
for an engine-assisted soft landing.
On the moon, the astronauts will
drive a Tansuo rover to carry out sci-
entific tasks and collect samples.
Upon completion of their assign-
ments, they will return to the Lan-
yue module, which will fly them
back to their spaceship waiting in
the lunar orbit. In the final stage, the
astronauts will carry the samples
into the Mengzhou spacecraft,

which will then undock and carry
the crew back to Earth.

In a separate development, the
agency said astronauts selected
from the Hong Kong and Macao
special administrative regions were
highly likely to embark on their first
spaceflight this year. The nation
plans to carry out two manned
spaceflights and a cargo mission to
its Tiangong space station in 2026.

China selected the country's
fourth generation of astronauts in
June 2024, recruiting 10 new mem-
bers — eight spacecraft pilots and
two science payload specialists.
Both payload specialists were cho-
sen from among applicants from
Hong Kong and Macao. This is the
first time that anyone from the two
special administrative regions has
had the opportunity to join the
nation’s astronaut team.
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