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Korea’s 1st commercial space vehicle
cleared for launch, likely in November

HANBIT-Nano’s

mission set in Brazil

Innospace, a Korean space startup,
is expected to launch its first vehicle,
HANBIT-Nano, likely in November,
marking the country’s first attempt to
send a commercial space vehicle into
low Earth orbit (LEO).

Innospace said Monday that it has
recently received commercial launch
approval for its SPACEWARD mis-
sion from the Korea AeroSpace
Administration. With this approv
al, the company has completed all
necessary procedures and has begun
final preparations for the launch at
Brazil’s Alcantara Space Center.

For the launch, Innospace has set
a launch window from Oct. 28 to
Nov. 28. The launch window refers
to the period during which the actu-
al launch can take place. Initially, it
was set for Oct. 28 to Now: 7, but was
extended to Nov. 28 after coordinat-
ing launch inspection procedures,
mission stability and joint operation
schedules with the Brazilian Air Force.

Innospace said the upcoming
launch will also mark the first com-
mercial vehicle launch from a Brazil-
ian space center, adding that Brazil-
ian authorities have provided active
support to ensure optimal condi-
tions and a stable launch. While the
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launch site is operated by the Bra-
zilian Air Force, Innospace will use
its own independently built launch
platform for the mission.

The exact launch date and time will
be determined after a comprehensive
review of weather conditions, tech-
nical inspections and launch opera-
tions. Given the necessary prepara-
tions and weather factors, industry
afficials expect the launch will likely
take place next month.

The SPACEWARD mission is a
full-fledged commercial launch that
will deploy clients’ satellites and oth-
er payloads into LEO at an altitude of
300 kilometers. Having secured con-
tracts with five clients from Brazil,
India and Korea, the HANBIT-Na-
no will carry eight payloads and one
commemorative branded payload.

The payloads include five small
satellites designed for climate and
environmental data collection, tech-
nology development and education,
as well as three experimental pay-
loads aimed at testing new technol-
ogies and gathering data in space
conditions. The branding model,
commissioned by Korean beverage
firm Brewguru, was prepared to
commemorate Korea’s entry into the
commercial aerospace era.

“The approval demonstrates that
we have met all national require-
ments, including launch vehicle safe-
ty, mission capability, environmental
and security standards,” Innospace
CEO Kim Jong-soo said. “It also
shows that we have officially earned
legal and technical credibility as the
first Korean private company autho-
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rized for a commercial launch”

“The SPACEWARD mission is not
a flight test but a full-fledged mis-
sion to transport dients’ payload into
space. It will be a historic milestone
that marks our entry into the com-
mercial launch market”

Since Korea is a signatory to the
Quter Space Treaty, the country is
responsible for any launch conduct-
ed by its citizens or companies, even
when the launch takes place outside
its territory. Also, domestic law stip-
ulates that companies must obtain
government approval if they intend
to launch a domestically manufac-
tured vehicle abroad. Through this,
the country manages space activities
safely and addresses any potential
issues that may arise during overseas
launches.
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