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Collier’s 1952-54 

  
 

Man Will Conquer Space Soon! (1952-54) 
DOUGLAS YAZELL, EDITOR 

The Horizons Collier’s Team 

 

Douglas Yazell, Editor 

Scott Lowther, Aerospace Projects Review (APR) 

Dr. Albert A. Jackson IV 

Ron Miller, Black Cat Studios 

Melvin Schuetz, bonestell.com 

Frederick Ira Ordway III 

John Sisson, Dreams of Space 

Arthur M. Dula  

Shirazi Jaleel-Khan  

 

Quite a few more people make these articles possible, including 

the Horizons team listed on page 2. Thanks to all involved!  

In this issue of Horizons we 

present the fifth of eight in-

stallments in this Collier’s 

space series, Man Will Con-

quer Space Soon!  

Colin Davey sent us a two-

page article about the start of 

this Collier’s series in a 1951 

conference in San Antonio, 

Texas! That appears later in 

this issue.  

Our advertisements from the 

Heinlein estate include a four-

page newsletter about the Vir-

ginia Edition of Heinlein’s 

writing. It is a privilege to be 

a part of something new from 

the late (1907 - 1988) Robert 

A. Heinlein.  

Heinlein took a phone call at 

his home in Colorado Springs, 

Colorado in 1957 from a 16-

year-old Albert A. Jackson 

IV, who was passing through 

town with his family while on 

vacation from Dallas, Texas. 

Our Horizons Collier’s team 

member Al was asking for a 

signature. Heinlein said yes to 

the request, but there was a 

(Continued on page 53) 

Above: Man Will Conquer Space Soon!, a series of articles from 1952 to 1954, from the weekly magazine Collier’s. 

Source for most of the table: Wikipedia, Man Will Conquer Space Soon!, an article first written by John Sisson.   

  
“Man Will Conquer Space Soon!” in 8 Issues of the Weekly Magazine Collier’s 1952-54 

Cover 

Image 

Page 

Count 

1 March 22, 1952: Man Will Conquer Space Soon! 

What are we Waiting For? pp. 22-23, The Editors 

Crossing the Last Frontier, pp. 24-29, 72, 74, Dr. Wernher von Braun 

A Station in Space, pp. 30-31, Willy Ley 

The Heavens Open, pp. 32-33, Dr. Fred L. Whipple 

This Side of Infinity, pg. 34, Dr. Joseph Kaplan 

Can We Survive In Space? Pp. 35, 65-67, Dr. Heinz Haber 

Who Owns the Universe? Pp. 36, 70-71, Oscar Schachter 

Space Quiz Around the Editor’s Desk, pp. 38-39 

Yes 25 

2 October 18, 1952: Man on the Moon 

Man on the Moon, p. 51, The Editors 

The Journey, pp. 52-58, 60, Dr. Wernher von Braun 

Inside the Moon Ship, pg. 56, Willy Ley 

Yes 11 

3 October 25, 1952: More About Man on the Moon 

The Exploration, pp. 38-40, 44-48, Dr. Fred Whipple & Dr. Wernher von Braun 

Inside the Lunar Base, pg. 46, Willy Ley 

No 10 

4 February 28, 1953: World’s First Space Suit 

Man’s Survival in Space, 10 Contributors & 3 Artists, edited by Cornelius Ryan 

pp. 40-41 

Picking the Men, pp. 42-48 

Yes 10 

5 March 7, 1953: More About (Continuing) Man’s Survival in Space 

Testing the Men, pp. 56-63 

No 8 

6 March 14, 1953: How Man Will Meet Emergency in Space Travel 

Concluding Man’s Survival in Space: Emergency! pp. 38-44 

Yes 9 

7 June 27, 1953: The Baby Space Station: First Step in the Conquest of Space 

Baby Space Station, pp. 33-35, 40, Dr. Wernher von Braun with Cornelius Ryan 

Yes 6 

8 April 30, 1954: Can We Get to Mars? / Is There Life on Mars? 

Is There Life on Mars? pg. 21, Dr. Fred L. Whipple 

Can We Get to Mars? pp. 22-29, Dr. Wernher von Braun with Cornelius Ryan 

Yes 10 

This issue 

http://www.aiaahouston.org/
http://aerospaceprojectsreview.com/
http://www.black-cat-studios.com/
http://www.bonestell.com
http://www.cgpublishing.com/Books/RocketTeam.html
http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.com/
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small problem. That one-page 

story is presented a few pages 

later in this issue.  

AIAA Houston Section will 

hold its Annual Technical 

Symposium (ATS 2013) at 

NASA / JSC Gilruth Center 

from 7:45 AM to 4:30 PM. A 

social gathering might take 

place at 5:00 PM, too, at the 

nearby Hilton Hotel on 

NASA Road 1 (NASA Park-

way). Horizons Collier’s team 

member Art Dula is sched-

uled to be a member of the 

keynote panel discussions at 

the luncheon.  

The 2004 Ansari X-Prize 

gave a boost to private space 

(Continued from page 52) industry just as the 1952 - 

1954 Collier’s series gave a 

boost to the American space 

program. Anousheh Ansari 

will be a morning keynote 

speaker at ATS 2013. She 

will also be a member of the 

keynote panel discussion dur-

ing the luncheon. Ansari be-

came an astronaut and space 

tourist in 2006 with her eight-

day stay [Wikipedia] aboard 

the International Space Sta-

tion (ISS).  

I send my apologies to our 

readers as this March / April 

2013 issue of Horizons ar-

rives online at 

www.aiaahouston.org a bit 

later than its deadline of April 

30, 2013. We had a good run 

of on-time publication since 

about the time I started as 

editor on April 11, 2011.  

The May / June issue of Hori-

zon is scheduled to be online 

by May 31, 2013.  Once we 

conclude the Horizons Col-

lier’s series in our Septem-

ber / October 2013 issue, we 

can turn our attention to pub-

lishing the entire Collier’s 

series of about 89 pages in a 

single publication.  

Issue 3 of 8:  

The cover image  

is not related to  

Man Will Conquer  

Space Soon! 

Issue 5 of 8:  

The cover image  

is not related to  

Man Will Conquer  

Space Soon! 

Above: Image credits: Scott Lowther, with help from other Horizons Collier’s team members. 

This  

issue 

of 

Horizons 

http://www.aiaahouston.org/
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Collier’s 1952-54 San Antonio & the Genesis of the Collier’s 
Series, “Man Will Conquer Space Soon!” 
COLIN DAVEY 

The Collier’s Man-Will-

Conquer-Space-Soon series 

arguably made the American 

space program possible by 

making space travel seem real 

in the minds of the American 

public, thus generating enthu-

siasm necessary to support the 

massive expenditure of tax 

dollars.  

 

And one event arguably made 

the Collier’s series possible: 

the innocuously titled Sympo-

sium on the Physics and Med-

icine of the Upper Atmos-

phere, held in San Antonio 

Texas, November 6-9, 1951. 

That event brought Wernher 

von Braun together with Cor-

nelius Ryan and Chesley 

Bonestell for the first time.  

 

Although most Americans 

were skeptical about space 

travel at the time of the Col-

lier’s series, space-travel had 

been largely shown to be 

technologically feasible. And 

that was largely due to the 

efforts of Wernher von Braun. 

Von Braun was a student of 

Hermann Berth, one of the 

fathers of rocketry and astro-

nautics (along with Konstan-

tin Tsiolkovsky and Robert H. 

Goddard.) He started experi-

menting with rockets and 

writing about the science of 

space travel as a teenager in 

the 1920s. From approximate-

ly 1933 to 1950, he was se-

questered away working on 

secret rocket-related military 

projects, first for the Nazis, 

and after World War II, for 

the Americans. But he was 

unable to apply his craft di-

rectly on behalf of his dreams 

of artificial satellites and trips 

to the Moon and Mars. In 

fact, at one point, he was ar-

rested by his Nazi employers 

for two weeks for diverting 

attention from weapons devel-

opment to space travel.  

 

Once in America, von Braun 

was freer to discuss his 

dreams of space travel to 

whoever would listen, but he 

hadn’t yet found a platform 

that received the mass public 

attention he desired. One ob-

stacle he had to overcome was 

his Nazi past. For example, he 

was not invited to the Hayden 

Planetarium symposium. And 

although he was invited to 

attend the San Antonio sym-

posium, he wasn’t asked to 

speak. As Fred Whipple said, 

“at that time, von Braun was 

sort of in the doghouse, for 

some people did not want a 

German engineer sending up 

our first satellite.”1 Whipple 

was the chairman of the Har-

vard Astronomy Department. 

He had spoken at the Hayden 

Planetarium symposium, the 

San Antonio symposium, and 

was a contributor to the Col-

lier’s series.  

 

Although Collier’s associate 

editor and reporter Cornelius 

Ryan was very skeptical and 

uninformed about astronautics 

and space travel, he attended 

the San Antonio symposium 

because he was sent by Col-

lier’s managing editor Gor-

don Manning. Several weeks 

earlier, on October 12, a few 

Collier’s reporters had at-

tended the First Annual Sym-

posium on Space Travel at the 

American Museum of Natural 

History’s Hayden Planetarium 

in New York. Manning was 

intrigued by what he heard 

from his reporters, so when he 

read a brief article about the 

upcoming San Antonio sym-

posium in the New Y ork-

Journal American, he decided 

to send Ryan.2  

 

Manning also sent artist and 

space-travel visionary Ches-

ley Bonestell to San Antonio. 

Bonestell, who had done 

some work for Collier’s be-

fore, developed an early inter-

est in astronomy before devel-

oping a career in architectural 

art. In the 1940s, he combined 

his artistic skill with his inter-

est in astronomy, developing 

a uniquely realistic style of 

space art, which he published 

in numerous national maga-

zines, beginning with a series 

of stunning paintings of Sat-

urn viewed from various 

moons of Saturn, published 

by Life Magazine in 1944. 

Bonestell had collaborated 

with space-travel visionary 

Willy Ley on the book “The 

Conquest of Space,” pub-

lished in 1949. Ley was the 

organizer of the aforemen-

tioned Hayden Planetarium 

symposium, and a key con-

tributor to the Collier’s series.  

 

 (It was Willy Ley who origi-

nally introduced von Braun to 

Oberth in 1930.3 In 1935, as 

the Nazis rose to power, Ley 

fled Germany to America. In 

1946, shortly after von Braun 

defected to America, he re-

united with Ley, visiting him 

in Queens, N.Y.4) 

 

In addition to Ryan, 

Bonestell, von Braun, and 

Whipple, several other San 

Antonio attendees became 

contributors to the Collier’s 

series, including: Fritz Haber, 

Heinz Haber, Joseph Kaplan 

and Hubertus Strughold.5  

 

By all accounts, Ryan came to 

(Continued on page 55) 

Above: Walt Disney, left, and 

Wernher von Braun, right. Dr. 

Wernher von Braun, then Chief, 

Guided Missile Development 

Operation Division at Army 

Ballistic Missile Agency 

(ABMA) in Redstone Arsenal, 

Alabama, was visited by Walt 

Disney in 1954. In the 1950’s, 

von Braun worked with Disney 

Studio as a technical director, 

making three films about space 

exploration for television. A 

model of the V-2 rocket is in 

background. Image source: 

Wikipedia. Image credit: NASA.  

http://www.aiaahouston.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wernher_Von_Braun
http://dayton.hq.nasa.gov/IMAGES/LARGE/GPN-2000-000060.jpg
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the conference very skeptical 

and uninformed about the 

concept of spaceflight, and 

was unable to follow the very 

technical discussions. Accord-

ing to Kathryn Ryan 

(Cornelius Ryan’s widow), at 

one point, “He was sitting in a 

room where this rather strik-

ing blue-eyed blond German 

was at the blackboard, chalk-

ing all sorts of mathematical 

equations. Suddenly, there 

was a sort of collective gasp 

around the room; there 

seemed to be a tremendous 

amount of excitement in the 

air. Connie [Ryan] happened 

to be seated next to Chesley 

Bonestell, whom he knew, 

and Chesley was as excited as 

everyone else. Connie asked 

Chesley: ‘What’s going on 

here?’ Chesley [who also had-

n’t met von Braun before San 

Antonio] replied: ‘Dr. von 

Braun has just shown us a 

(Continued from page 54) 
 

way to go into space!’”6 

 

Von Braun himself relates: 

“Leaving one of the sessions 

and stepping [up] to the bar of 

the hotel...  I made the ac-

quaintance of a good-looking 

Irishman who, gazing at the 

crystal highball between his 

hands, was sunk in a brown 

study. ‘They’ve sent me down 

here to find out what serious 

scientists think about the pos-

sibilities of flight into outer 

space,’ he growled. ‘But I 

don’t know what these people 

are talking about. All I could 

find out so far is that lots of 

people get up there to the ros-

trum and cover a blackboard 

with mysterious signs.’ I vol-

unteered to help.”7 

 

Whipple also met von Braun 

for the first time at San Anto-

nio: “I was delighted to meet 

him because I felt that he 

would be the man who was 

going to put us into space.”8 

Whipple described an evening 

when he, von Braun and Jo-

seph Kaplan (a professor of 

upper atmospheric physics at 

UCLA, and one of the sympo-

sium’s organizers) cornered 

Ryan at a table in the dining 

room. Long into the night, 

over cocktails, dinner, and 

after-dinner cocktails, “The 

three of us worked hard at 

proselytizing Ryan.” Accord-

ing to Whipple, “That evening 

he appeared to be highly 

skeptical... Von Braun... [was] 

certainly one of the best sales-

men of the twentieth century. 

Additionally, Kaplan carried 

the aura of wisdom and the 

expertise of the archetypal 

learned professor, while I had 

learned by then to sound very 

convincing.”9 

 

As a result, according to Mrs. 

Ryan, “He was absolutely 

convinced. He came back 

trying to figure out how to get 

Collier’s interested in space 

Collier’s 1952-54 

stations, spaceships, and 

flights to the Moon.”10 

 

The first issue hit the news-

stands four months later and 

the rest is history.  

 

Colin Davey (http:/ http://

www.colindavey.com) is au-

thor with Thomas A. Lesser, 

Ed.D. of The Heavens in the 

Attic: The Hayden Planetari-

um (1935‐1997) (in prepara-

tion). He also author with 

Frank Poloney of Learn Boo-

gie Woogie Piano.  

 

Thanks to John Sisson, re-

search librarian and author 

of the Dreams of Space blog 

for supplying hard-to-find 

source material.  
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Collier’s  
1952-1954 

The 1957 Encounter: Robert A. Heinlein and 
Albert A. Jackson IV 
DOUGLAS YAZELL, EDITOR 

Robert Heinlein (July 7, 1907 - 

May 8, 1988) took a phone call 

at his home in 1957 from a 16-

year-old Albert Jackson. It is a 

privilege for Horizons to present 

advertisements in this and recent 

issues from the Heinlein estate 

regarding the Virginia Edition of 

Heinlein’s writing. One of our 

Horizons Collier’s team mem-

bers, Dr. Albert A. Jackson IV, 

has a nice Heinlein souvenir, a 

postcard from Heinlein to Al 

postmarked August 8, 1957, 

from Colorado Springs, Colora-

do.   

 

Al’s father was taking the his 

family by car from Dallas to 

Colorado for a vacation, which 

meant fly fishing for Al’s father. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jackson were in 

the car with their three children, 

Al, his younger brother, and 

their sister, the youngest. After 

they crossed most of Colorado 

Springs, Colorado, they stopped 

at a service station. Al looked up 

the phone number there for the 

famous author and found 

Heinlein listed in the book. Al 

put a nickel in the slot and called 

him to ask for an autograph for a 

paperback copy of the novel for 

juvenile readers, Starman Jones.  

 

Heinlein said sure, I will tell 

your parents how to drive to my 

home. Once Al’s mother was on 

the phone to get directions, it 

became clear that a drive back 

across town was required, and 

the parade down their main 

street would block most of the 

desired routes. A man at the ser-

vice station explained how diffi-

cult the drive would be, and Al’s 

father did not want to take the 

time.  

 

Heinlein then volunteered to 

make a note of Al’s address and 

send a postcard.  

 

The parade that gave them so 

much trouble was not a July 4 

Independence Day parade, but 

it was probably July or Au-

gust of 1957.  

 

In 1979 Al was editor of the 

newsletter of the San Francis-

co Section of AIAA. Al was 

given the task of contacting 

Heinlein to ask the author to 

be a dinner speaker. 

Heinlein’s address at his 

home in California was pri-

vate, but Al found the address 

from a graduate of the Naval 

Academy. Al sent the request 

along with a copy of the post-

card. Heinlein phoned Al to 

explain that not enough time 

had passed since his brain 

surgery, so he would not be 

able to travel to the dinner 

meeting.  

 

As noted in earlier issues of 

Horizons, Al was inspired by 

the Collier’s series of articles, 

Man Will Conquer Space 

Soon! Al earned his master’s 

degree before working as a 

crew instructor for the backup 

lunar module trainer during 

the Apollo program. He then 

left NASA to pursue his Ph.D. 

in physics, taking a short 

break from AIAA, too. He 

returned to the NASA / JSC 

community as a contractor 

employee, no longer a civil 

servant.  

 

Al is now an AIAA Associate 

Fellow, a Fellow of the Brit-

ish Interplanetary Society and 

a visiting scientist at the Lu-

nar and Planetary Institute in 

Houston.  

Above: Dr. Albert A. Jackson 

IV, in a photograph from the 

web site for the Lunar and Plan-

etary Institute.  

Above: The 1957 postcard from Heinlein to Jackson. Image 

credit: Dr. Albert A. Jackson IV.  

http://www.aiaahouston.org/
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Lunar Module Equipment Locations diagrams  
 

Full color, high quality print of NASA-MSC drawing dated  
January 1969 showing the Lunar Module and  

many of the important bits of equipment that went into it. 
 

Prints are about 32 inches/81 cm wide by 18 inches/46 cm tall. 
 

The original was B&W. It has been converted to a full-color 
“blueprint” using the Saturn V as a color reference. 

 
http://www.up-ship.com/drawndoc/saturnvprints.htm 

 

$25 

http://www.aiaahouston.org/
http://www.up-ship.com/
http://www.up-ship.com/
http://www.up-ship.com/drawndoc/saturnvprints.htm
http://www.spaceacad.org/
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Dreams of Space 

Books & Ephemera 
 

Non-Fiction Children’s Books   

about Space Flight from 1945 to 1975  

http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.fr 

 

 

  

 

Page 58 

http://www.aiaahouston.org/
http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.fr/
http://www.fantastic-plastic.com/
http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.com/2012/09/life-on-mars-from-this-week-april-24.html
http://www.collectspace.com/
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Frederick Ira Ordway III 

Co-Author with Mitchell R. Sharpe of The Rocket Team  

 

The Chesley Bonestell  

Archives of Melvin H. Schuetz 

A former satellite controller in the U.S. Air Force and 

private industry, Melvin H. Schuetz has researched and 

collected publications from around the world containing 

Bonestell’s art for more than four decades. His book,  

A Chesley Bonestell Space Art Chronology, is a unique 

reference bibliography containing detailed listings of 

over 750 publications which have included examples of 

Bonestell’s space art. 

www.bonestell.com 

 

www.cgpublishing.com 

Dreams of Space, Books & Ephemera 
 

Non-Fiction Children’s Books   

about Space Flight from 1945 to 1975  

http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.fr 

Classics Illustrated were comic books intended to 

educate as well as entertain. They often were fictional 

“classic” books in comic book form such as Moby 

Dick. They also had a special series called “The World 

around Us.” These were non-fiction comic books about 

topics of interest. 

Classics Illustrated. Illustrated by Gerald 

McCann, Sam Glanzman and John Tartaglione. The 

Illustrated Story of Space (80 pages), 26 cm, softcover. 

Contains illustrated stories on training for space, 

the first rocket to the Moon, the history and use of the 

rocket, the launch of Vanguard 1 and the construction 

of a space station. “The World Around Us” (#5) Janu-

ary 1959. 

Award winner Ron Miller & Black Cat Studios 
 

Ron Miller, winner of the 2002 Hugo Award  

(World Science Fiction Society) for Best Related Work:  

The Art of Chesley Bonestell 

Page 59 

http://www.aiaahouston.org/
http://www.cgpublishing.com/Books/RocketTeam.html
http://www.amazon.com/The-Art-Chesley-Bonestell-Miller/dp/1855858843
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1581128290/002-6093815-9312869
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1581128290/002-6093815-9312869
http://www.bonestell.com/
http://www.bonestell.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sz2tCgL8iOw&feature=relmfu
http://www.cgpublishing.com/Books/RocketTeam.html
http://www.cgpublishing.com/Books/RocketTeam.html
http://www.cgpublishing.com/
http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.fr/
http://www.black-cat-studios.com
http://www.wsfs.org/
http://www.black-cat-studios.com/Books2.html
http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.com/2011/01/illustrated-story-of-space-classics.html
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Above: Scanned images from the cover and table of contents page from the weekly magazine Colliers, May 7, 1953.  

Collier’s 1952-54 

http://www.aiaahouston.org/



