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Also, Continuing in this Issue! Part 6 of 8: 

Man Will Conquer Space Soon!  

(Collier’s 1952-54) 

The Newsletter of AIAA Houston Section 

The American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics 
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The Biggest Myth  
about the First Moon Landing 

Paul Fjeld, Space Artist 
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Man Will Conquer Space Soon! (1952-54) 
DOUGLAS YAZELL, EDITOR 

The Horizons Collier’s Team 

 

Douglas Yazell, Editor 

Scott Lowther, Aerospace Projects Review (APR) 

Dr. Albert A. Jackson IV 

Ron Miller, Black Cat Studios 

Melvin Schuetz, bonestell.com 

Frederick Ira Ordway III 

John Sisson, Dreams of Space 

Arthur M. Dula  

Shirazi Jaleel-Khan  

 

Quite a few more people make these articles possible, including 

the Horizons team listed on page 2. Thanks to all involved!  

Scott Lowther does a great job every issue as we prepare these 

installments in the Collier’s space series. He prepares these 

scanned magazine pages so that they are ready for publication. I 

recall that his copy of this May 14, 1953 issue of Collier’s has 

an address sticker covering the spacecraft’s needle nose and its 

pitot tube. In fact, the excellent cover image scan at 

www.UNZ.org has the same problem with an address sticker in 

that location. We asked our Horizons Collier’s team for a com-

plete scan of that cover image. John Sisson was able to help us 

fulfill that request. For this issue, Scott mentioned that colors 

bled through from the other side of several magazine pages, 

making the cleanup of these scans a bit more difficult than usu-

al.  

 

Horizons Collier’s team member Fred Ordway is a priceless 

addition to the team. We are pleased to have him communi-

(Continued on page 37) 

Above: Man Will Conquer Space Soon!, a series of articles from 1952 to 1954, from the weekly magazine Collier’s. 

Source for most of the table: Wikipedia, Man Will Conquer Space Soon!, an article first written by John Sisson.   

  
“Man Will Conquer Space Soon!” in 8 Issues of the Weekly Magazine Collier’s 1952-54 

Cover 

Image 

Page 

Count 

1 March 22, 1952: Man Will Conquer Space Soon! 

What are we Waiting For? pp. 22-23, The Editors 

Crossing the Last Frontier, pp. 24-29, 72, 74, Dr. Wernher von Braun 

A Station in Space, pp. 30-31, Willy Ley 

The Heavens Open, pp. 32-33, Dr. Fred L. Whipple 

This Side of Infinity, pg. 34, Dr. Joseph Kaplan 

Can We Survive In Space? Pp. 35, 65-67, Dr. Heinz Haber 

Who Owns the Universe? Pp. 36, 70-71, Oscar Schachter 

Space Quiz Around the Editor’s Desk, pp. 38-39 

Yes 25 

2 October 18, 1952: Man on the Moon 

Man on the Moon, p. 51, The Editors 

The Journey, pp. 52-58, 60, Dr. Wernher von Braun 

Inside the Moon Ship, pg. 56, Willy Ley 

Yes 11 

3 October 25, 1952: More About Man on the Moon 

The Exploration, pp. 38-40, 44-48, Dr. Fred Whipple & Dr. Wernher von Braun 

Inside the Lunar Base, pg. 46, Willy Ley 

No 10 

4 February 28, 1953: World’s First Space Suit 

Man’s Survival in Space, 10 Contributors & 3 Artists, edited by Cornelius Ryan 

pp. 40-41 

Picking the Men, pp. 42-48 

Yes 10 

5 March 7, 1953: More About (Continuing) Man’s Survival in Space 

Testing the Men, pp. 56-63 

No 8 

6 March 14, 1953: How Man Will Meet Emergency in Space Travel 

Concluding Man’s Survival in Space: Emergency! pp. 38-44 

Yes 9 

7 June 27, 1953: The Baby Space Station: First Step in the Conquest of Space 

Baby Space Station, pp. 33-35, 40, Dr. Wernher von Braun with Cornelius Ryan 

Yes 6 

8 April 30, 1954: Can We Get to Mars? / Is There Life on Mars? 

Is There Life on Mars? pg. 21, Dr. Fred L. Whipple 

Can We Get to Mars? pp. 22-29, Dr. Wernher von Braun with Cornelius Ryan 

Yes 10 

This issue 

http://www.aiaahouston.org/
http://aerospaceprojectsreview.com/
http://www.black-cat-studios.com/
http://www.bonestell.com
http://www.cgpublishing.com/Books/RocketTeam.html
http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.com/
http://www.unz.org/Pub/Colliers-1953mar14-x00001
http://www.UNZ.org
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Collier’s 1952-54 

  
 

cating with us. As co-author of the book, 

the Rocket Team, he writes about his ac-

quaintance with that great American, 

Wernher von Braun, and their discussions 

about Ordway’s work on this book. A 

later page in this issue contains an adver-

tisement about that excellent book. That 

page provides a short Ordway biography. 

Fred Ordway wrote a quick email note to 

me containing these comments, presented 

here with his permission:  

 

 “I of course have all the Collier's se-

ries; and, by the way, was introduced to 

Wernher von Braun by  Professor Fred L. 

Whipple at a Hayden space symposium in 

1952 in New York [City]. Dr. Whipple 

chaired the Department of Astronomy 

when I studied the subject at Harvard--

class of 1949.  

(Continued from page 36) 
 

This Issue of Horizons:  

Installment 6 of 8 

 

“Back in 1952 I was working at the Guid-

ed Missiles Division of Republic Aviation 

on Long Island and frequently attended 

American Rocket Society [ARS] meetings 

in New York; I had joined the ARS as a 

student member when I was only 13--in 

January 1941!” 

 

The American Institute of Aeronautics 

and Astronautics (AIAA) started in 1963 

by merging ARS and the Institute of Aer-

ospace Sciences (IAS). AIAA claims 

1931 as its first year when celebrating 

anniversaries, since ARS was founded in 

1930 and IAS was founded in 1932.  

 

The following pages from this installment 

of the Collier’s space series are impres-

sive, to say the least. They must have been 

amazing to readers in 1953, though we 

know from letters to the editors that not 

everyone was favorably impressed. As 

shown below, the last two installments are 

number seven, The Baby Space Station, 

and number eight, Can We Get to Mars? 

Is There Life on Mars?  

 

A John Sisson Dreams of Space (blog) 

advertisement on a later page in this issue 

presents a von Braun novel, by the way. 

(Continued on page 38) 

http://www.aiaahouston.org/
http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.fr/
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Collier’s  
1952-1954 

Thanks to this blog, we present another von Braun space-

ship design, and a surprising look at some 1962 post-

Apollo Moon exploration plans.  

(Continued from page 37) 
 

In a Dreams of Space blog post, John Sisson writes about this 

spaceship: “It is RM-1, designed by Wernher von Braun for the 

Walt Disney television film called ‘Man And The Moon’ broadcast 

December 28, 1955. RM-1 was meant to illustrate what a factual 

around the Moon space ship might look like. In the film it was 

portrayed by this model.” Image credit: Dreams of Space.  

Above: A double-page magazine spread from 1962 showing post-Apollo Moon exploration plans. The magazine is Aerojet-General 

Spacelines and Rocket Review. Image credit: Dreams of Space.  

Above: Image repeated from an earlier page in this issue.  

http://www.aiaahouston.org/
http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.fr/2009/11/donald-duck-and-wernher-von-braun-on.html
http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.fr/2013/06/after-apollo-exploring-moon-aerojet.html
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Lunar Module Equipment Locations diagrams  
 

Full color, high quality print of NASA-MSC drawing dated  
January 1969 showing the Lunar Module and  

many of the important bits of equipment that went into it. 
 

Prints are about 32 inches/81 cm wide by 18 inches/46 cm tall. 
 

The original was B&W. It has been converted to a full-color 
“blueprint” using the Saturn V as a color reference. 

 
http://www.up-ship.com/drawndoc/saturnvprints.htm 

 

$25 

http://www.aiaahouston.org/
http://www.up-ship.com/
http://www.up-ship.com/
http://www.up-ship.com/drawndoc/saturnvprints.htm
http://www.spaceacad.org/
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Dreams of Space 
Books & Ephemera 

 
Non-Fiction Children’s Books   

about Space Flight from 1945 to 1975  
http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.fr 

 
 

  

 

Page 40 

http://www.aiaahouston.org/
http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.fr/
http://www.fantastic-plastic.com/
http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.com/2012/09/life-on-mars-from-this-week-april-24.html
http://www.collectspace.com/
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Frederick Ira Ordway III 
Co-Author with Mitchell R. Sharpe of The Rocket Team  

 

The Chesley Bonestell  
Archives of Melvin H. Schuetz 

A former satellite controller in the U.S. Air Force and 
private industry, Melvin H. Schuetz has researched and 
collected publications from around the world containing 
Bonestell’s art for more than four decades. His book,  
A Chesley Bonestell Space Art Chronology, is a unique 
reference bibliography containing detailed listings of 
over 750 publications which have included examples of 
Bonestell’s space art. 

www.bonestell.com 

 

www.cgpublishing.com 

Dreams of Space, Books & Ephemera 
 

Non-Fiction Children’s Books   
about Space Flight from 1945 to 1975  

http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.fr 

Classics Illustrated were comic books intended to 
educate as well as entertain. They often were fictional 
“classic” books in comic book form such as Moby 
Dick. They also had a special series called “The World 
around Us.” These were non-fiction comic books about 
topics of interest. 

Classics Illustrated. Illustrated by Gerald 
McCann, Sam Glanzman and John Tartaglione. The 
Illustrated Story of Space (80 pages), 26 cm, softcover. 

Contains illustrated stories on training for space, 
the first rocket to the Moon, the history and use of the 
rocket, the launch of Vanguard 1 and the construction 
of a space station. “The World Around Us” (#5) Janu-
ary 1959. 

Award winner Ron Miller & Black Cat Studios 
 

Ron Miller, winner of the 2002 Hugo Award  
(World Science Fiction Society) for Best Related Work:  

The Art of Chesley Bonestell 

Page 41 

http://www.aiaahouston.org/
http://www.cgpublishing.com/Books/RocketTeam.html
http://www.amazon.com/The-Art-Chesley-Bonestell-Miller/dp/1855858843
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1581128290/002-6093815-9312869
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1581128290/002-6093815-9312869
http://www.bonestell.com/
http://www.bonestell.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sz2tCgL8iOw&feature=relmfu
http://www.cgpublishing.com/Books/RocketTeam.html
http://www.cgpublishing.com/Books/RocketTeam.html
http://www.cgpublishing.com/
http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.fr/
http://www.black-cat-studios.com
http://www.wsfs.org/
http://www.black-cat-studios.com/Books2.html
http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.com/2011/01/illustrated-story-of-space-classics.html
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Large Format  
Vellum Cyanotypes AVAILABLE 

Such as these  
for the German A-4 V-2 

http://up-ship.com/blog/?p=20413 

http://www.aiaahouston.org/
http://up-ship.com/blog/?p=20413
http://up-ship.com/
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