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Collier’s 1952-54 

  
 

Man Will Conquer Space Soon! (1952-54) 
DOUGLAS YAZELL, EDITOR 

The Horizons Collier’s Team 

 

Douglas Yazell, Editor 

Scott Lowther, Aerospace Projects Review (APR) 

Dr. Albert A. Jackson IV 

Ron Miller, Black Cat Studios 

Melvin Schuetz, bonestell.com 

Frederick Ira Ordway III 

John Sisson, Dreams of Space 

Arthur M. Dula  

Shirazi Jaleel-Khan  

 

Quite a few more people make these articles possible, including 

the Horizons team listed on page 2. Thanks to all involved!  

Thanks to a great team of volunteers, this 

issue of Horizons presents the last of the 

eight installments in this famous Collier’s 

series of space articles from 1952 to 1954, 

Man Will Conquer Space Soon!  This is-

sue of Horizons is the eighth consecutive 

bimonthly issue used for this project. It 

was a big job, but we get more out of this 

volunteer work than we put into it.  

Since Horizons is archived on two web-

sites, these page-by-page, high-resolution 

reprints will always be available.  The 

AIAA Houston Section website is 

www.aiaahouston.org/newslettter. Hori-

zons is free for anyone to download at this 
(Continued on page 31) 

Above: Man Will Conquer Space Soon!, a series of articles from 1952 to 1954, from the weekly magazine Collier’s. 

Source for most of the table: Wikipedia, Man Will Conquer Space Soon!, an article first written by John Sisson.   

  
“Man Will Conquer Space Soon!” in 8 Issues of the Weekly Magazine Collier’s 1952-54 

Cover 

Image 

Page 

Count 

1 March 22, 1952: Man Will Conquer Space Soon! 

What are we Waiting For? pp. 22-23, The Editors 

Crossing the Last Frontier, pp. 24-29, 72, 74, Dr. Wernher von Braun 

A Station in Space, pp. 30-31, Willy Ley 

The Heavens Open, pp. 32-33, Dr. Fred L. Whipple 

This Side of Infinity, pg. 34, Dr. Joseph Kaplan 

Can We Survive In Space? Pp. 35, 65-67, Dr. Heinz Haber 

Who Owns the Universe? Pp. 36, 70-71, Oscar Schachter 

Space Quiz Around the Editor’s Desk, pp. 38-39 

Yes 25 

2 October 18, 1952: Man on the Moon 

Man on the Moon, p. 51, The Editors 

The Journey, pp. 52-58, 60, Dr. Wernher von Braun 

Inside the Moon Ship, pg. 56, Willy Ley 

Yes 11 

3 October 25, 1952: More About Man on the Moon 

The Exploration, pp. 38-40, 44-48, Dr. Fred Whipple & Dr. Wernher von Braun 

Inside the Lunar Base, pg. 46, Willy Ley 

No 10 

4 February 28, 1953: World’s First Space Suit 

Man’s Survival in Space, 10 Contributors & 3 Artists, edited by Cornelius Ryan 

pp. 40-41 

Picking the Men, pp. 42-48 

Yes 10 

5 March 7, 1953: More About (Continuing) Man’s Survival in Space 

Testing the Men, pp. 56-63 

No 8 

6 March 14, 1953: How Man Will Meet Emergency in Space Travel 

Concluding Man’s Survival in Space: Emergency! pp. 38-44 

Yes 9 

7 June 27, 1953: The Baby Space Station: First Step in the Conquest of Space 

Baby Space Station, pp. 33-35, 40, Dr. Wernher von Braun with Cornelius Ryan 

Yes 6 

8 April 30, 1954: Can We Get to Mars? / Is There Life on Mars? 

Is There Life on Mars? pg. 21, Dr. Fred L. Whipple 

Can We Get to Mars? pp. 22-29, Dr. Wernher von Braun with Cornelius Ryan 

Yes 10 
This issue 

http://www.aiaahouston.org/
http://aerospaceprojectsreview.com/
http://www.black-cat-studios.com/
http://www.bonestell.com
http://www.cgpublishing.com/Books/RocketTeam.html
http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.com/
http://www.aiaahouston.org/newsletter/
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Collier’s 1952-54 

  
 

address. The AIAA national website for a 

Horizons archive is specified in the Edi-

tor’s column on page four of every recent 

issue of Horizons. A username and pass-

word are probably required.  

Wernher von Braun was a great American 

whose talents were on display as he led 

this Collier’s team of writers, artists and 

editors. John Sisson (creator of the 

Dreams of Space blog) showed us that 

advertisement for this Collier’s series,  an 

advertisement saying that if we build that 

Earth-orbiting space station, “We can 

guarantee peace—forever!”  I doubt that 

von Braun wrote that. It was probably 

written by an employee of the weekly 

magazine Collier’s.   

AIAA Houston Section member Dr. Al-

bert A. Jackson IV wrote about this Col-

(Continued from page 30) 
 

lier’s series in Horizons in 1992 for the 

50th anniversary and in 2002 for the 60th 

anniversary. For the 70th anniversary, he 

was part of this Horizons Collier’s team. 

Al is also a Fellow of the British Inter-

planetary Society and an AIAA Associate 

Fellow.   

Horizons started this Collier’s reprint se-

ries in our July / August 2012 issue. The 

NASA human space program suffered a 

cancellation of its Moon-centric Moon, 

Mars and Beyond Constellation program 

in February of 2010, though the Orion 

crew capsule was revived in April of 

2010. A NASA manager speaking at an 

AIAA Houston Section event explained 

about some troubles with Orion, including 

the units system to be used, English or 

metric.  He explained that commercial 

companies were willing to change from 

English to metric units as long as NASA 

was willing to pay for the cost of that 

change. DARPA and NASA/Ames creat-

ed the 100 Year Starship (100YSS) pro-

gram, and its first public symposium took  

place in Orlando, Florida, in September 

and October of 2011. The winning team is 

led by space shuttle astronaut Mae 

Jemison. The monetary award for 100YSS 

is a one-time sum which probably could 

not last for one year, much less 100 years, 

but 100YSS is doing very well so far.   

There are many visions available now for 

our world’s human space programs. 

NASA is proposing exciting missions for 

its human space program, such as the cur-

rent Asteroid Retrieval Mission (ARM).  

The Collier’s series serves as an unforget-

table example of dreams of space with 

one’s feet firmly planted in reality.  

Issue 5 of 8: 

The cover image  

is not related to  

Man Will Conquer 

Space Soon! 

Issue 3 of 8: 

The cover image  

is not related to  

Man Will Conquer 

Space Soon! 

http://www.aiaahouston.org/
http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.com/
http://www.aiaahouston.org/Horizons/Horizons_2012_07_and_08.pdf
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Dreams of Space 

Books & Ephemera 
 

Non-Fiction Children’s Books   

about Space Flight from 1945 to 1975  

http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.com/ 

 

 

  

 

http://www.aiaahouston.org/
http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.com/
http://www.fantastic-plastic.com/
http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.com/2012/09/life-on-mars-from-this-week-april-24.html
http://www.collectspace.com/
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-E3eQ9QPsTlM/UEj7AZLkssI/AAAAAAAADoA/s-JDLSOdsyA/s1600/1960ThisWeekApril24p09e.jpg
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-73FeWG8IE2M/UE9cW3gB9RI/AAAAAAAADpQ/xxnty0OuRCY/s1600/1960ThisWeekApril24p10a.jpg
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Large Format  
Vellum Cyanotypes AVAILABLE 

Such as these  
for the German A-4 V-2 

http://up-ship.com/blog/?p=20413 

http://www.aiaahouston.org/
http://up-ship.com/blog/?p=20413
http://up-ship.com/
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Frederick Ira Ordway III 

Co-Author with Mitchell R. Sharpe of The Rocket Team  

 

The Chesley Bonestell  

Archives of Melvin H. Schuetz 

A former satellite controller in the U.S. Air Force and 

private industry, Melvin H. Schuetz has researched and 

collected publications from around the world containing 

Bonestell’s art for more than four decades. His book,  

A Chesley Bonestell Space Art Chronology, is a unique 

reference bibliography containing detailed listings of 

over 750 publications which have included examples of 

Bonestell’s space art. 

www.bonestell.com 

 

www.cgpublishing.com 

Dreams of Space, Books & Ephemera 
 

Non-Fiction Children’s Books   

about Space Flight from 1945 to 1975  

http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.com/ 

Classics Illustrated were comic books intended to 

educate as well as entertain. They often were fictional 

“classic” books in comic book form such as Moby 

Dick. They also had a special series called “The World 

around Us.” These were non-fiction comic books about 

topics of interest. 

Classics Illustrated. Illustrated by Gerald 

McCann, Sam Glanzman and John Tartaglione. The 

Illustrated Story of Space (80 pages), 26 cm, softcover. 

Contains illustrated stories on training for space, 

the first rocket to the Moon, the history and use of the 

rocket, the launch of Vanguard 1 and the construction 

of a space station. “The World Around Us” (#5) Janu-

ary 1959. 

Award winner Ron Miller & Black Cat Studios 
 

Ron Miller, winner of the 2002 Hugo Award  

(World Science Fiction Society) for Best Related Work:  

The Art of Chesley Bonestell 

http://www.aiaahouston.org/
http://www.cgpublishing.com/Books/RocketTeam.html
http://www.amazon.com/The-Art-Chesley-Bonestell-Miller/dp/1855858843
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1581128290/002-6093815-9312869
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1581128290/002-6093815-9312869
http://www.bonestell.com/
http://www.bonestell.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sz2tCgL8iOw&feature=relmfu
http://www.cgpublishing.com/Books/RocketTeam.html
http://www.cgpublishing.com/Books/RocketTeam.html
http://www.cgpublishing.com/
http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.com/
http://www.black-cat-studios.com
http://www.wsfs.org/
http://www.black-cat-studios.com/Books2.html
http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.com/2011/01/illustrated-story-of-space-classics.html
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Afterword about the Collier’s Spaceflight Series 

By Dr. A. A. Jackson, October 30, 2013 

Before the 1952-1954 Collier’s series was finished, there ap-

peared the book, Across the Space Frontier, Ryan, Cornelius, 

(Ed.); Kaplan, Joseph; von Braun, Wernher; Ley, Willy; Whipple, 

Fred L.; Haber, Heinz; Schacter, Oscar, illustrated by Chesley 

Bonestell, Fred Freeman, Rolf Klep, published by The Viking 

Press, 1952. And the book, Conquest of the Moon, Wernher von 

Braun, Willey Ley, Fred Whipple, illustrated by Chesley 

Bonestell, Fred Freeman, Rolf Klep, publisher: Viking Press, 

1953.  

These books were dynamite to my 13-year-old mind. I still 

have my copies of the first printings. 

Only many years later (like 50 years later) did it occur to me 

that the Viking Press series was quite subpar. The books are of fair 

to middling manufacture. Especially in that the paintings and illus-

trations are all on plain paper. Bonestell art demands enameled 

paper. The books are interesting because they contain some expan-

sion and elaboration of the prose material in the Collier’s series.  

Then came, The Exploration of Mars, Ley, Willy; Wernher 

Von Braun, published by Viking, 1956 (a much better-

manufactured book). 

But! I wondered what became of Can We Get to Mars? / Is 

There Life on Mars? Collier’s (1954). The Mars Project by von 

Braun was written in 1948. A shortened version was published in 

German in 1952 and in English in 1953 and was the motivation for 

Cornelius Ryan’s Collier’s series. The 1954 Collier’s issue, which 

was first popular realization of the 1948 manuscript, never ap-

peared as a book. In 2005 The Mars Project version that contained 

von Braun’s novel did appear, alas without von Braun’s excellent 

popularization in the 1954 issue of Collier’s. With the Walt Disney 

television series in 1955, von Braun had changed his mind about 

the Mars Expedition and scaled it back. 

With my complete collection (eight issues of the magazine 

from that two-year period) of the Collier’s spaceflight series, I 

thought, for about 20 years, why?! Why didn’t anyone ever pub-

lish the whole Collier’s series? So much is missing is missing from 

the Viking Press books… some of Bonestell’s paintings, a bunch 

of Fred Freeman’s illustrations and paintings. Also never reprinted 

in book form: most of the exposition in the issues about spacesuits, 

simulation instruction and emergency training using the escape 

capsules and space medicine.  

Books covering the rest of the material were never produced. 

Here we have, thanks to Douglas Yazell and his efforts, we have 

the complete series, reprinted page by page using high resolution. 

[Thanks also go to our volunteers in Houston, around the USA, 

and around the world.] Special thanks go to Scott Lowther for his 

work, including supplying most the original magazine issues, and 

Art Dula for work relating to the copyright status of the Collier’s 

series. 

The Collier’s spaceflight series was unique and influential, and 

now, finally, accessible on the Web. 

Dr. A. A. Jackson, Visiting Scien-

tist at the Lunar and Planetary 

Institute (LPI). Image credit: LPI.  

http://www.aiaahouston.org/
http://www.lpi.usra.edu/lpi/jackson/
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