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Looking up
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WE WILL never stop thinking
and talking about the moon, says
Matthew Shindell, a curator at the
National Air and Space Museum
in Washington DC. “In cities where
there is a lot of artificial light that
tends to make it hard tolook at the
stars, the moon still shines very
brightly above us,” he says. “The
moon still is this very constant
presence in our nighttimes, no
matter where we are.”

Lunar: A history of the moon
in myths, maps and matter, which
Shindell edited, tells the story
of this coexistence between
humanity and the celestial body
through a series of insightful
essays, striking images and
detailed maps of the moon’s
geological features. In these
maps, the moon is divided into
144 sections called quadrangles,
some of which were named
as early as the 1600s, when
cartographers started sketching
what they saw through newly
developed telescopes.Inthe
1960s and 70s, images captured
by NASA astronauts during the
Apollo moon missions offered
anew perspective on our planet.
The next few years willadd
chapters to the centuries-long
story of our obsession with the
moon:in2025alone, almost a
dozen spacecraft teams planto
visit the lunar surface.

Clockwise from far left:
the Sea of Humors, or Mare
Humorum, quadrangle; Buzz
Aldrin uses a lunar surface camera
to take a close-up of his fellow
astronaut’s shoe, 1969; a view
of Earth from the moon, captured
by the Apollo 8 crew in 1968; and
Edgar Mitchell and Alan Shepard
during a lunar surface simulation
training at the Kennedy Space
Center in Florida, 1970.

Karmela Padavic-Callaghan

15 February 2025 | New Scientist | 25



