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By F. Gregory Hartswick

F THE proposed transpolar flight by airship
is, completed successfully, almost the last un-
explored region of the earth will have been
charted and mapped. In the restless wander-

ings of man over this globe only a few square miles
have been left untrodden. The eternal spirit of
‘“‘something lost behind the ranges” has driven
men from time immemorial to seek what lies in the °
unknown regions.

And now the earth’s last hidden territory to the
north is about to yield its secrets. Where will the
restless force of adventure drive man next?

There is a territory not far away, as distances go
in space—a territory explored by the eye of man,
mapped, named, and described—a territory
that, through the powerful eye  of the
modern telescope, has been brought to
within a theoretical distance of 50
miles and yet which, up to the pres-
ent moment, never has been
reached by man. It is the
earth’s satellite—the moon.

Toward this land

Years ago Jules Verne told of a hollow cannon
ball that carried passengers from the earth to the
moon. More recently Professor H. Oberth, of
Rumania, suggested the possibility of a passenger-
carrying rocket, such as our artist has visualized
on this page. . Fnr less imposing and fantastic is
Professor Goddard’s moon rocket, described in the
accompanying article; yet his invention at least is
based on a hypothesis of scientific practicability
and so has compelled the attention of scientista.
Who knows but that his modest attempt to photo-
graph the blazing trail of a missile shot through
the vault of heaven may be a pathfinder for future
achievements in interworld communication?

the eye of the scientist and explorer has been turning
hungrily. And today theirindomitable spirit, in the person
of Professor R. H. Goddard, of Clark University, Wor-
cester, Mass., plans to hurl into space a rocket that will
bridge the 240,000-mile gap separating us from our near-
est heavenly neighbor. He plans to make his experiment
early in the coming summer.

Man, in his own mind, has been traveling to the moon
ever since the tellers of tales realized that the ideal field
for romance lay in the lunar satellite. All a writer had to
do was to invent a suitably plausible method of reaching
the moon, and, presto! His hero was safe where the most
violently impossible things could happen.

Rostand’s immortal Cyrano de Bergerac made the trip,
according to his own account, by sitting on a piece of iron
and throwing a magnet into the air. ‘“The magnet
thrown,” says the gallant Gascon,

Infallibly the iron must pursue;
Then, quick! Relaunch your magnet, and you mount
Unmeasured distances]

The good Cyrano’s plan is not to be recommended to
possible lunar explorers.
| o, . Edgar Allan Poe’s Hans Pfaal made a sucecessful
\ : 5§ - journey to the moon in a balloon filled with a gas, the
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