


—Doug Anderson in consultation with Dr. K. L. Franklin, Hayden Planetarium-American Museum Natural History.

How earth was lighted by full moon (opposite page) at time of Luna 9 landing. Note zenith
over Persian Gulf. Any point within golden cap could receive TV pictures by line-of-sight.
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ogy where the Americans continually
boast of supremacy would strike with
doubled impact in the minds of Viet-
namese and others who must choose be-
tween the power of Moscow and the
power of Peking.

Sir Bernard Lovell would be an almost
unique vehicle for a genuine attempt at
international cooperation in moon ex-
ploration, He had argued consistently
over many years for better understand-
ing between east and west. If the White
House and the State Department have
the will to see his role in the Luna 9
affair from that perspective, and to re-
spond with the wit the late President
John F. Kennedy employed in answering
a seemingly rambling letter from former
Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev at the
climax of the missile crisis in Cuba, the
publication of the Luna 9 pictures by
Jodrell Bank may in time rank with
the Antarctica Treaty as a quiet mile-
stone on the road to peace.

IT is curious that these strategic and
diplomatic aspects of Luna 9’s voyage
should be so universally obscured, for
they have certainly not been overshad-
owed by major scientific discoveries re-
ported by Luna 9. The nature of the
surface of the moon is as debatable to-
day as it was before Luna 9’s carrier
rocket took off. Only lamentably poor
newspaper, radio, and TV coverage of
the voyage has made it seem otherwise.

When Moscow first announced that
Luna 9 had landed on the moon with
instruments intact enough to broadcast
information, almost all the science writ-
ers in the United States jumped to the
conclusion that a manned landing had
been assured. This gross misinterpreta-
tion arose from the supposition that the
entire rocket body, which weighed a ton
and a half, had touched down softly and
survived. The Russians never made any
such claim. They said very soon after the
Luna 9 landing that the little robot ob-
servatory had “detached itself just before
touching down and landed at a distance
from the rocket installation.” Crashing
of the rocket, though not deliberately
stated, was clearly implied, and uniden-
tified metal fragments (one shaped like
a twisted spoon) lying within range of
Luna 9s TV cameras heightened this
impression. Days passed before any re-
porter thought to ask how heavy was
Luna 9. The weight turned out to be
only 220 pounds. And even that small
burden was distributed aver a spherical
surface about two feet in diameter. That
the moon’s crust would support 220
pounds without evidence of strain did
not, however, mean that a 220-pound
man could walk across the moon without
sinking into the crust. For a man’s whole
weight falls on two relatively small feet,
which would tend to plunge like pistons.
Furthermore, a lunar landing would not
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FROM MOSCOW:
A ROUGHLY SKETCHED STORY
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—Socfoto,

Luna 9’ rocketship (above) in mid-voyage course correction, Earth orbit at left,
moon target at right, direction of sun’s rays indicated by arrows in center.
Rocketship’s approach to the moon (below) includes automatic radar altimeter
primed to start variable thrust retrorocket firing 75 kilometers off the moon,
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Sovfoto sketch retouched by Doug Anderson.
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