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ak Moy Immea BAOJNL BBICOKOH KHPNHYHOH cCTe-

Hbl, OTAensABIlell ropopckoit gom . I'oBapaa

Merranda 0T BYJBrapHOro OKPYMEHHA, KOrja

YBHAeJ, Kak depe3 CTeHy IlepeseTela ABAJIATH-
JfonyapoBad GyMamka.

Yurure, yro [oHa He H3 TeX, KTO XJIONAeT ylla-

MH — OH cebe KJBIKH 06JIOMaJ B 3TOM rpyooM mupe. H X0Tb

HHKTO He Ccramer, 4To JloHa odYeHb BAYMYHB, [JYPaKOM €ero

TOMe CYHTATh He CTOHT. IIo3TOMYy He YMHUBHTENbHO, 4YTO, YBHU-

AeB JEeHbI'H IMOCPEAH YJHIbI, OH HX O4eHb OBICTPO NOAOUpAaET.

OH orafHyJcd, 4YTOObI NPOBEPHTH, He CJEAUT Jd 334 HUM
KTO-HHOYy[Ab. MOMeT, KTO pemm IOAWYTHTh TaKHM o00pas3om
MJIH, 49TO ellle XyiKe, IPHCBOHTH JEHBIU?

Ho BpsApg sau 3a HUM CIAEAUWIH — B BTOH  4YacTH Tropoja
KaMblil 3aHUMAJICA CBOMM [EJIOM M IPHHUMAJ BCE MepPbl K TO-
MYy, 4YTOObI OCTaJbHble 3aHUMAJHCh TeM e, UYTO JMOCTUraJIOCh
B OOJBIIMHCTBE CJydYaeB BBICOKHMH CTeHaMd. U yauna, Ha
KoTOopoi Jlois HamepeBasCA HPHCBOHTH GAaHKHOTY, Oblla, IO
COBECTH TOBOpA, AaMe He yJHIEeH, a TIYXHM NepeyJKOM, OT-
JeJIAIONINM KHPIUYHBIA 3a60p pe3ufeHnuu Merkanda or Hs-
ropopgu Oankupa [mx. C. I'perra. [o#is mocTaBuJ TaM CBOIO
MallHHy, NIOTOMYy 4YTO Ha OyJbBape, KyAa BBIXOAUIH (acajsl
JIOMOB, He OBbLJIO CTOSHKH.

Hukoro He o6HapyxuB, [oita mocTaBHI Ha 3eMi0 (OTO-
ammapaTbl M TIOIHAJCA 3a OyMamKOH, NMbIBYLUel HaAjJ Iepe-
yakoM. OH CXBaTUJI €e C Pe3BOCTbI0 KOIIKH, JOBALlEH MbIMIb,
H BOT UMEHHO TOTJAa-TO OH M 3aMEeTHJI, YTO 3TO He KaKoii-
HHOYAb AOJIAp U JaKe He NATHAOJJIAPOBHK, & CaMble HACTOs-
e ABajuaTh AoJIapoB. DByMmamka HOXpycThiBaja — OHA
6blJIa TaKOH HOBEHBKOH, YTO eme OJecTena, H, JAepxa ee
HEXHO KOHYMKAMH mnaJjbleB, [o#n pemusn ypaautbcd K Benuu
H IO3BOJIHIb ce6e OJHO .UJIM HECKOJbKO BO3JHAHUH, AJA TOro
4yTo0bI OTIPA3fHOBATH KOJIOCCAJbHOE Be3€HHE.

Jlerkuil BeTEepOK AYJ BAOJL INepeyiiKa, U JHUCTBA HEMHOTHX
JNepeBbEB, YTO pPOCIH B HEM, COBMECTHO C JIHCTBOH MHOTrO-
YHCJIeHHBIX [epPeBbeB, YTO pOCaH 3a 3abopamMH H OrpajamMu Ha
MOJACTPHKEHHBIX JyMaiikax, myMeJsia, KaK NPUIJNYHIEHHbIH CHM-
cdoHuYecKHir OpKecTp. SpPKO CBETHIO COJHIE, U He ObLIO HH-
KaKOro HaMeKa Ha JOMAb, H BO3JAYyX OBbLI YHCT U CBEH, U MHP
6b11 yAUBHTENbHO Xxopoml. M ¢ KamABIM MOMEHTOM CTAaHOBHJICH
BCe JIy4IlIe.

ITotomy u10 uepe3 creHy MeTkanda Bciejg 3a mepBoi Gy-
MaiKKOM, BeceJlo TaHUYA MO BETPY, HECJHUCh [pYyTHe.

Joiin yBHAea HX, H Ha MUT ero CXBaTHJ [apajud, rJjasa
HECKOJIbKO BBILIIJIH H3 OPOHUT, U KaAblK IOJEPrUBAJICA OT BO3-
6yxaeHusa. Ho B caefyroliuii MOMEHT OH OKasaJjcid cpeau 6y-
MamKeK, xBarasd HX O00eMMH DyKamu, HabuBasg HMH KapMaHbI,
3aplxasdch OT CTpaxa, 4YTO KaKad-HUOYAb U3 OAHKHOT MOMKET
y6emarb oT Hero. OH ObLI BO BJIACTH YyOeHJeHUA, YTO, Kax
TOJPKO OH co0epeT BCe AeHbIH, eMy HaAo GemaTh OTCHOAA CO
BCEX HOT,
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OH 3HaJk, 4YTO [EHbrH KOMY-TO MNPHHANJEMAT, H OH ObLI
yBepeH, 4TO JaiKe Ha 9TOH yJHlle He HaHJeTCsA dYeJIOBEKa, Ha-
CTOJIBKO NPEe3HpaoLiero AeHbrH, YTO OH nosaonm: HM yJeTeTb
H He IONBbITaeTCAd BO3BPATHTDH HX.

Tak 4T0 OH coOpaj [OEeHbIH H, y6enHBmHCb, 4YTO HH OJHOH
OyMaMKH He YHOyCTHJ], OPOCHJICS K CBOEd MallHHe.

Yepes HeCKONbKO KBapTaloB, B G6oJiee YKPOMHOM paiioHe,
OH OCTaHOBHJI MAalIHHY HA OOOYMHE, OIIYCTOUIHJ KapMaHBI, pas-
rja)uBas OaHKHOTBI M CHJIAAbIBass HX B DPOBHbIE CTONKH Ha
cugenbe. Hx orasanoch Kyjga OoJsbllle, YeM OH MpPEeAIIoJaral.
JlpIxaHHe CO CBHCTOM BBIPBIBAJOCh CKBO3b 3YOBI.

OH [OAHAN ©aYyKy, 4TOObI MOCYHMTATh [JEHbTH, H 3aMETHJI,
YTO HEYTO TOPYHT H3 Hee. OH HOMNBITAJCA ILIEJTYKOM BBIKMHYTb
9TO HEYTO, HO OHO OCTaJoCch Ha Mecre. KHasajoch, OHO IpH-
KJIEHIOCh K OAHOH u3 6aHkHOT. OH JepHyJ, u OaHKHOTA BbI-
Je3jia U3 IMayky.

OTO0 OBbLI 4YepelIoK, TAKOH e, KaKk y AGJOKa HJIH BUIIHH,
YepellloK, KPEINKO U eCTeCTBEHHO MPHPOCHIHH K YIVIY ABajua-
THAOJIJIAPOBOH OYMaMKKH.

OH 6pOCHJ NIAYKY Ha CHAeHbe, HOAHAJN GAHKHOTY 3a uepe-
IIOK, H eMy CTaJo SCHO, YTO COBCEM HeNABHO YepellOK ObLI
IPUKPEIJIEH JPYTHUM KOHIIOM K BETKE.

Jloiia THXO NMPHCBUCTHYJL.

«JleHeRHOE OepeBO», — IMOAYMAaJ OH.

Ho penemHbIX JgepeBbeB He ObiBaeT. HuKorga He OBLIO Je-
HeHBIX [JepeBbeB. M HuKorfa He OyJgeT AEHEKHBIX [JePEBbEB.

— MHe MepeuiuTCA  4epTOBUIMHA, — cKaszaja [o#a, —
a A y:e HECKOJBKO YacoOB Kallli B POT He 6padl.

Emy pocTaToyHO ObIJIO B3aKpBITh IJa3za — M BOT OHO, MOTY-
yee JIepeBO C TOJICTBIM CTBOJIOM, BBICOKOE, IpAMOe, C PaCKHIH-
CTBIMH BETBAMH, C MHOMECTBOM JHCTbEB, H KamAbld JHCT —
ABajlaTHROMJIapoBad OyMmakka. BeTep urpaer  JHCTbAMH
U pOMKOAET [OEHEHHYI0 MY3bIKY, a YeJOBEeK MOMeT JIeHaTb
B TEHH BJTOTO fiepeBa U HH O 4YeM He 3a00THTbCHA, TOJBKO IOA-
6upaTh Majarlde JHCTbSA H KJACThb HX B KapMAaHBI.

OH DOTAHYJ 3a 4YepelloK, HO TOT IPOJOIKAJ JepiaThCs
3a Oymamky. Torma [{oHn aKKypaTHO CJOMHUJA GAHKHOTY H IO-
JIOMHJ ee B 4YacoBo¥ kKapmamek Opriok. Ilorom mopgoGpan
ocTaJibHble AEHbI'H H, He CUMTasg, CYHYJd HX B APYroH KapMaH.

Yepe3 [pgBaglaTh MHHYT OH Bolleg B 0Oap bBeHHu. BeHHH
POTHPaJ CTOMKY. EAUHCTBEHHbIH OJHHOKHH IOCETHTENb CHAEN
B JajbHeM KOHI[e 6apa, IocachIBasd IIHBO.

— DByTBUIRY H PIOMKY, — cKaszaj J{oHi.

— Ilokamu HaJuuyHble, — CKa3aJ BeHHH.

Jloiin man eMy OAHY M3 NBaAUATHAOJJIAPOBBIX OymakeKk. OHa
OblJIa TaKOH HOBEHBKOMH, YTO XpyCTeHHEe ee T'pPOMOM IIPO3BYYaJto
B TullnHe Gapa. BeHHH oyeHb BHUMATEJLHO OLIJAMNE] ee.

— HKro 510 HX Tebe [enaer? — CIPOCHJ OH.

— Huxrto, — crazan [o#n, — A uX Ha YJIHlle HOAOUpAIO.

Bennu nepejan emMy OYTBUIKY H DPIOMKY.

— Konyun pa6ory? Hau TONbKO HauyWHAENIb?

— HKownumun, — ckazan [oin. — S cHuman crapura JIm.
ToBapga Merranga. Ofue KypHAJZ C BOCTOKA 3aKa3ad ero
TIOPTPET.
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— 3Jroro rasrcrepa?

— OH Tenepb He raurcrep. OH yme roja ueTblipe-NATH Kal
JnerajbHblli. OH Tenepb MarHar.

— Tbl Xouemb CKazaTb — Goray. YeM OH 3aHHMAeTcs
Tenepnb?

— He 3nao. Ho yem Obl HH 3aHHMAJICH, OH C BTOTO HMeerT.
Y Hero mpuiHYHAaA XHKHUHKA Ha xonme. Ho caM-To OH—IasfeTb

. He Ha dTO.

— He nonunmalo, Yero B HeM TBOH IKYpHaJ Hauenu?

— Mo:eT GbiTb, OHH XOTAT Hame4YaTaTb PaccKa3 O TOM, Kak
BBITOAHO ObITb YECTHBIM YeJIOBEKOM.

JlolJl HANONHHI PIOMKY. .

. — MHe-T0o 4yTO, — crasaja oH ¢umocotbcku. — Ecan mHe
3amaTAT, A U 4epBAKa choTorpadupyo.

—_— Hozvxy Hy#eH [OpTpeT 4yepBsKra?

— Mano nu ncHxoB Ha cBeTe! — ckasal Jloml — Mosxer,
HKOMY-HHOyAb TNOHajoOHTCA. I BompocoB He 3apgalo. Jloaam
HYM¥HBI CHHUMKH, H A HX fenaro. U moxa MHe 3a HHX IJIAaTAT,
BCe B INOPAJKE.

Joiinl ¢ yROBOJALCTBHEM JOMHJ H HAJHJ CHOBA.

— DBeHHH, — cmpocusn OH, — Tbhl KOrJa-HHOYAb CJBIIAJ,
4yTo6bl AEHBTH POCIAH Ha AepeBe?

— Tel ommbea, — cKazan BeHHH, — JeHBTH pPacTyT Ha
KyCTax.

— Eciaun Ha KycraX, TO M Ha JepeBbsiXx MOryT. Begp uTo
Takoe Kyct? MaJieHbKOe AepeBo. )

— Hy, y® Her, — Bo3pasun BeHHH, MaJoOCTb CMeNIaB-
much. — B camom fene JeHbI'M M Ha KycTax He pactyT. IIpo-
CTO IIOrOBOPKA TakKas.

3a3Bonun TejiepoH, H DBeHHHM TOAOIIEN K HEMY.

— 9710 Tebda, — CKaszaJ OH.

I — K10 6nI MoOr pgoragathbCcs, 4TO A 34eCh? — YOUBHICA

OHJI.

OH B34AJ GYTHUIKY M Iepe6GpajicA BAOJL CTOHKH K TejedoHY.
* — Hy, — cxazan od B TPYOKY, — Bbl MEHA 3BajH, TOBO-
pure.

— 3910 [IHeiK.

— Ceifuac ThI CKamelmb, 4T0 y Te6A MAAA MeHA pabora.
H yro Thl MHe OHA dYepe3d J[Ba- 3amiaaTuiib. CHOJNBKO, TbI AY-
Maemb, A 6yny Ha Tebsa pa6orarh GecrmiaTHO?

— Ecau 1bi 910 Aas MeHs chedaemb, Yax, A Tebe Bce
3anjayy. M He TOABKO 3a 5TO, HO U 3a BCe, YTO ThI jfeJsall
panblie. MHe Hy:#Ha TBOA nomoupb ceifdac. I[lonumaelnb, Ma-
IIHHA CcJjieTejla C JOPOTH M IIoNajia IpPsMO B 03epo, H CTPaxo-
Bas KOMIIAHUS yBepser...

— TI'ne temepsr mammuna?

— ‘Bce eme B o3epe. OHM ee BBITAUIAT HE CEroAHA-3aBTPA,
a MHe HYKHBI CHUMEH...

— Moxer, Thl xouelb, YTOGHI g 3a0palici B 03epO0 H CHH-
MaJ moji Benoi?

— Hwmenno rtak. fI momumaro, yto 3T0 Hejerko. Ho A fo-
CTaHy BOJOJAa3HbIA KOCTIOM u Bce ycrpolo. fI 6b1 Te6a He
MPOCHJ, HO Thbl eQWHCTBEHHBLIH YeJIOBeK...

— He 6yny s sroro penatb, — yBepeHHO ckasana Jo#a, —
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Y MeHS CJHIIKOM XPyIOKOe 370poBbe. EcAH A NPOMOKHY, TO
CXBayy BocCIlajieHHe JIETKHX H Yy MeHA pas36oiArcs 3yObl, a Kpo-
Me TOro, y MeHs aJleprHad K BOJOPOCJIAM, a O03ep0 IOYTH
HaBEpHAKA NOJHO KYBIIHHKAMHM H BCAKOH TpaBOH.

— {1 rebGe 3amiavy BABOHHe! — B OTYasgHMM BONUM [{elH.—
A 1ebe name BTpoiHe 3anjavy!

— 3nalo, — crazan J{oina, — Tl MHe HHYero He 3amia
THILD.

OH moBecua TPYOKYy M BepHYJCA Ha CTAapoe MeCTO, Talli-
3a Co00H OYTBLIKY.

— Toe MHe, — CKasajJ OH, BBIIHB [Be DPIOMKH NOAPAHN, —
4epToOB Crmoco® Tak 3apabaTniBaTh ce6e Ha MMHU3ED.

— Bce cmoco6bi yepToBBI, — CKalzaJd BeHHH GHIOCOMCKH.

— Iocnymait, Bennu, Ta OGyMamKa, KOTOpylo A Tebe jad,
OHa B Iopsake?

— A ur0?

— J[la HeT, ThI TaK IOXPYCTEJ] €l0.

— § Bcerga umu xpymy. HaueHTbI 3TO JI00AT.

H oH MalIMHaJbHO IPOTEP CTOHKY CHOBa, XOTA Ta Obl1a
YhcTa H cyxa.

— A B HHUX pasbupalocb He Xyme OaHKHUpa, — CKasal
OH. — fI ¢anpmKUBRy 3a NOATbAECAT WIaroB yuyio. Hexroropsle
YMHUKH OPHUXOAAT COBITH CBOH TOBap B 6ap, AYMalwT, YTO 3TO
caMoe noaxojallee mecto. Hajgo ObITh Hadeky.

— JloBuub ux?

— HHorga. He wuacto. Buepa 3aech OAMH paccHa3sbiBall,
4TO Telepb A0 Yepra (ajbIIUBLIX JeHEr, KOTOpble [Aame
BKCIEepPT He OTJHYHT. PacCKas3blBaj, YTO IPABUTENbCTBO C yMa
CXOAHUT — MOABJAIOTCA AeHbI'M C OJHHAKOBBIMH HOMEPaMH.
Benp Ha Kampjoi OyMmamKe CBOM HOMep. A KOrja Ha ABYX OAH-
HaKOBBIM, B3HAYUT, OfHa U3 Oymamer ¢anpwuBad. ToT mapeHb
TOBOPHJ, 4TO OHH JyMalT — BTO0 paboTa pPYCCKHX.

JIOHJ ellie BBINHJ H BepPHYJ OYTBIIKY.

— M=ze nopa, — o0bABUX OH. — §I ckazan Meii6a, 4ro
saraany. OHa y MeHA He JIIOOHMT, KOrjla f HaKayHBaloCh.

— He mnonmmalo, yero Meii6a1 ¢ TOGOH BO3WTCA, — CKasal
Bennn. — PabGora y Hee B pecTopaHe Xopoliad, CTOJbKO pe-
6ar BOkpyr. HekoTopple H3 HHUX M He IbIOT H pPaGOTAKOT
BOBCIO...

— Hu y kOro u3 HHX HeT TaKOH AYIIHM, Kak y MeHd, —
ckasan Join. — Hu oguH U3 3THX MEXaHHKOB H IIO(EPOB HE
OTJIMYUT 3aKAT OT AHYHHIBI.

Bennn pan emy cpady c ABajLaTH AOJJIApOB.

— HKax a4 BHHY, — cCKasal OH, — Thl CO CBOEH AYIIH
HMeellb.
— A mnoyemy Obl H HeT! — orBertua [Hoiia. — 3To camo

co60ii paszymeercs.

OH co6paJl cAadyy H BBIIEJ HA YJHILY.

Meii6n #pajsa ero, ¥ B 9TOM He ObLIO HHYEr0 YAHUBUTEJb-
HOro. Bcerga ¢ HHM  uTO-HHOYAb  CJOy4aJocb, H OH Bcerga
OnasAblBaJl, ¥ OHA Y NPHUBBIKJIA MAATh.

Ona cupena 3a cronukoMm. JIOHJI TOLEJIOBAaJl ee H CeJ Ha-
nporuB. B pecropaHe ObLIO INYCTO, €CAd HE CYHTATh HOBOH
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odHUIMaHTKH, KOTOpasa yO6upaja cO CTOJa B JPYroM KOHIeE
3aja.

— Co MHOH cerogHa YAWUBHTeNbHasA ILITYKa  I[PHKIIOYIH-
Jach, — ckazan Jo#a. .

— Hapetoch, npuatHaa? — crasajga Me#6a.

— He 3pawo eme, — orBetun [Ho#a, — Momer ObITb, .
u npuAtHad. C [Apyro#t CTOPOHEI, fA, MOMeT, IoHagy B He-
TIPHATHOCTH.

OH 3ajie3 B YaCOBOH KapMallleK, HOCTaJ OaHKHOTY, pacmpa-
BHJ €e, Pa3rJajuil U IOJIOKHJ Ha CTOJI.

— Yro 5TO Takoe? — CIPOCHUJ OH.

— 3ayeM chnpamuBaTth, Yak? IT0 ABAALATH [OJJIAPOB.

— A rTemepb TOCMOTPH BHHMATEJIbHO HA YTOJIOH.

OHa mocMoTpesia ¥ HECKOJbKO YIUBHJACH.

— CMmorpH-Ka, uyepelrok! — BOCKJIHKHYna oHa. — CoBcewr
Kak y sA6ioka. M mpuraeed K Gymare.

— OTH [eHbI'H C JIEHEeWHOTO jJepeBa, — cKazanx JioHi.

— Tarux He ObIBaeT, — CKazaja MeHos.

— DBrpiBaer, — ckasana o, cam Bce OGojee yOemaasacs
B dToM. — OpHO H3 HuMX pacter B cagy J[x. I'oBapga Mert-

ranada. Orcooga y Hero M JeHbrd. Sl paHbille HHKAK He MOF
NMOHATH, KAaK STH OOCCHI YMYAPAITCA UTH B GOJBIIHX AOMAX,
e3[UTh Ha ABTOMOOWJIAX AJHHOHM B KBapTaJ U Tak fganee. Benb
4yToOBI 3apaboTaTh Ha 5TO, UM HPUUIJIOCH Obl BCIO HU3Hb BKa-
JbIBaTh. MOTy IOCIOPUTH, YTO Yy KamAOrO H3 HHUX Ha [BOpE
pacTeT AeHexHOe fAepeeo. M ouum gepmar ato B cekpere. Tojb
KO BOT cerofHsa Merrand 3abpl1 ¢ yTpa CcoOpaTh CIeJble
JIeHBTH H HX CAYJO C fAepeBa depes 3a6op.

— Ho pame ecom Obl JeHeMHOe [epPeBO CYIeCTBOBAJO, —
He cpaBanacb Mefi6j, — OHH He CMOIJIH Obl COXPAHHUTL Ce-
kper. Hro-HUGYyA» [da po3HancA Obl. Y HHUX e eCcThb CHYTH.
a CIyrH...

— § poraganca, — mepebun ee [MHoitn. — A 06 sTom
AyMal M 3HAI0, Kak 3TO fejiaeTcd. B 3THX AoMaX He IPOCThIe
cayru. Hamaplfi U3 HUX CJYHHT CeMbe MHOTO JeT, H OHH
OYeHb mpepfaHHble. M 3Haemb, modeMy OHH mnpefaHHble? IloTo-
My, 4TO HM TOMe J[OCTAaeTcs KOe-YTO C ITHX [eHEeMHBbIX Jg-
peBbeB. Mory nHORJACTHCA, YTO OHH Jepmar A3bIK 3a 3y0aMH,
a KOTJla YXOJAT B OTCTaBKY, CaMH KHBYT, Kak OGorauu. Hm me-
BBITOAHO Oonrarb. M KcTarH, eciu 6bl BCEM 3THM MHJLIHOHEpAM
Hedyero ObLIO CHPBLIBATH, K 4eMy Obl MM OKPYMHaTb CBOH [0OM&
TaKHUMH BBICOKUMH 3abopamu?

— Hy, oun Befp ycTpauBalT B cajfax HOpHEeMBl, — IpPO-
TecToBasa Mei6a. — S Bcerga 06 5TOM UHTAal0 B CBETCKOHK
XPOHHKE.

— A TH KOrjga-HuOyAb Oblia Ha TaKOM IpHeme?

-~ Her, roHeuHO.

~~ To-T0 uYro He ObwLia. ¥ TeO6S HET CBOEro JeHEHHOIo
fepeBa. M OHH NMPHUIJAIIAIT TOJBKO CBOHX, TOJBKO TeX, y KOre
TOME eCTh JeHeMHble AepeBbsa. Ilowemy, ThI Aymaellb, GorauH
3aUPAOT HOC H HE XOTAT MMETh Jlejla C IPOCTHIMH CMEPTHBIMU?

— Hy napgHo, HaM-TO YTO A0 3TOTrO?

— Meii6n, cmorya 6bI Tl MHe HAWTH MELIOK H3-NOJ ca-
Xapa WJIH 4YTO-HHOYAb BpPOAE 3TOro?
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— V¥ Hac HX B KJaJ0OBKe CKOJbKO yrogauo. Mory npu-
HeCTH.

— H nomxaayiicra, Buleii B HEFrO Pe3HHKY, TaK YTOGHI A MOT
TNOTAHYTh 3a Hee, M MelIOK Obl 3aKpplIcA. A TO, €CJOH IpH-
Jlerca 6emaTb, AEHBTH MOTYT...

— Yax, Thl He IOCMeellb...

— Kak pas mepef CTeHOH CTOMT jJepeBo. M oiuH CYK Ha-
BHC Haj HeH. Tak 4TO A MOry NpPHBA3aTbh BEPEBKY...

— H ne gymait. OHu Te6A HmOUMAIOT.

— Hy, 5T0 MBI IOCMOTPHM IIOCJIE€ TOTO, KaK Thl JOCTaHEIIb
MEIIOK. A A IOKa NOHAY IOHILY BepesKy.

— Ho Bce MarasuHbl yme 3akpbIThl. e Thl JOCTaHeIb
BepeBKy?

— OTO y® MOe [eJio, — CcKasaj J{oi.

— Tebe mpupaeTcsA OTBE3TH MeHA AOMOH. 3[eCh S He CMOry
MepelluTh MEIIOK,

— Hak TOJBKO BEpHYCH C BEpPEBKO.

— Yak!

— A?

— A 310 He BOpOBCTBO? C [eHEHKHBIM [ePeBoM?

— Her. Ecan pgame y Metkanda U ecTb JeHEXHOe AepeBo,
OH He HMeeT HHKAKHUX IIpaB fAepxarb ero B capy. JlepeBo 06-
mee. Boubiie yem obmiee. Kaxkoe y Hero mpaBo co0HpaTh Bce
JIEHbTH C fepeBa H HH C KeM He JeJIHThCA?

— A T1e6A Be NOHMAK0T 3a TO, YTO Thl JeJaellb (anblliu-
Bble JEeHbru?

— HKarue xe 970 danbmuBKH? — BoaMmyTHiaca J[o#a —
Hurto ux He pgenaer. TaM e HeT HH Ipecca, HH NeYaTHOH
MaIMHbl. [leHbru caMH IO cebe pacTyT Ha Jepese.

OHa neperHyjach 4epe3 CTOJ H IPOLIENTAJa:

— Yak, 5T0 Tark HeBepoATHO! PasBe MOryT AeHbTH pacTH
Ha faepeBe?

— A A W He 3HaKW M 3HATh He Xouy, — orBeTua Joia. —
f He ydYeHbI, HO ckamy TeGe, 4TO STH OGOTAaHHKH HAYYUJIHCh
feJaTh yAUBHUTEJbHble BelH. Bor Oblm Takoik bBepGaHK.
OH BbIpal¥Baj TaKHe PaCTeHHs, YTO Ha HHX pPOCJO BCE, 4ero
eMy xoresqoch. OHH yMeIOT BbIpPallMBaTh COBCEM HOBBbIE ILIOABI
H MeHATb UX pa3Mep H BKYC H TaK fAajnee. Tak 4TO eCIH KOMY-
HHOYAb M3 HHUX IOPHIIO ObI B TOJIOBY BBIBECTH JeHEXHOe Je-
PeBO, AJIA HEro 5TO Iapa NYCTAKOB.

Meii6a1 mogHANach H3-3a CTOJA.

— fI moiay 3a MeNIKOM, — CKasaJja OHa.

2

Ho#n 3a6paica Ha AepeBO, KOTOPOE DOCIO B Iepeylke
Yy caMOH CTeHBI.

OH noAHAN TOJOBY H IIOCMOTPes] Ha CBETJIbl€, OCBellleHHbIe
JyHOM o6saka. Yepes MHHYTY RJH [Be 006Jako N06GoJblle 3a-
KpoeT JIyHy, M TOrja Hajo OyAeT CHPBLITHYTb B Cap.

Hoi#in nocmorpen TyAaa. B cagy pocio HeCKOJBKO [AepeBbeB,
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HO OTCIOfla HeJb3d ObLIO pa3obpaTh, Kakoe M3 HHX ObLIO Re-
HewHpIM. IlpaBpa, [o#tny mokasanoch, 4TO OAHO H3 HHX IIO-
XpyCThIBaeT JIMCTbSIMH.

OH mnpoBepHs BepeBKY, KOTOPYIO Jepal B pPYKe, MelIOK,
3aTKHYTBIH 3a IT0SiC, H MOAOMKAAJ, IIOKa OO6JIAKO 3aKPLLIO JIYHY.

Jlom OblT TeMEH W THX, W TOJBKO B KOMHATaX BEpPXHEro
oTama mnoGaeckuBan cseT. Houb, eCcaH He CYHTATh MIOPOXa
JIUCTbEB, TOMe Oblla THXOM.

Kpa#i o6naka mawaJg BrpbI3aTbCsi B JyHy, # JloHJa IIONOJ3
Ha 4YeTBEPEeHbKAX MO TOJCTOMY CyKy. IloroM mnpuBA3ald Be-
PEeBKYy H OIYCTHJ ee KOHell. .

IlpogenaB BCe 3TO, OH 3aMep Ha CeKYHAY, NPHCIYUIHBasCh
H IPUIIAALIBAACh K THIIHHE cafja.

Huxkoro He ObL10. -

OH COCKOJNIB3HYJI BHH3 IO BepeBKe M INOGeMan K JAepeBy,
JUCTbSI KOTOPOTO, KaK eMy KasaJjioCh, IOXPYCTbIBAJH.

OCTOpPOMHO NOAHAN DPYHY.

Jluetba  OblIM pa3dmMepoM H (POPMOH TOYHO KaK JAeHbTH.
OH copBaJ C mosCa MEWUIOK H CYHYJ B HErO NPHUTOPIIHIO JIHCThb-
eB. H euge, u eme...

«Kax mpocro! — ckasan on ce6e. — HKak cauBbl. Kak 6ya-
TO s cobupalo CIHBLL. Tak e HPOCTO, Kak COOMpATh...»
«MHe HYMHO BCero HATb MHHYT, — TOBOPHJ OH cebe. —

H Bce. IlATh MHHYT, €CJIH HHKTO MHe He IIOMeIaeT».

Ho nATy MHHYT OH He mHOJyuHs. Y Hero He ObLIO H MH-
HYTHI.

ApocTHbl cMepu HajleTeJl Ha Hero u3 TeMHOTHI. OH ypaapHia
ero o Hore, BONHWJCA B peOpa H pasopBan pybamry. Cmepd
6bl ApocTeH, HO 6Ge33BydYeH, H B IepBble CeKyHAbl JOHIy HOKa-
3aJI0Ch, YTO OH He HMeeT (hOPMBI.

Joitn c6pocunr ¢ cebA oOlleIeHeHHe BHE3aNHOCTH H CTpaxa
H HayaJ CONpPOTUBJIATHCA TaK e 0e33BYYHO, KaK M Halafjaro-
m@asa CTopoHA. JlBamabl €My Y[AaBaJoChb YXBaTHTbCA 3a CTO-
ﬁoatca, H [BaMIbl TOT YCKOJIb3aJ, YTOObl BHOBb HaGpPOCHUTHCA Ha

ona.

HakoHeny emy yAajoch CXBAaTHUTh CTOpPOMKA TaK, 4YTO TOT He
MOT' IIOIIEeBeJbHYTbCA, U OH NOJHAJ €ero Haj TOJIOBOH, YTOOBI
pa3mMo3xuTs> 0 3emuo. Ho B TOT MOMEHT, KOTAA OH NOAHAJ
PyEH, 06JAKO YLLIO C JYHBI H B Caly CTajO CBETJIO.

H oH yBHAeJ, YTO OH AEPHHUT, H C TPYAOM IMOJABHJ BO3TrJac
H3YMJIEHHUS. :

On omupan yBujgetrb cobaky. Ho sro Gblna He coGaka. ITO
6bLIO He MOXOMKe HH Ha YTO, BHAEHHCe HM Ao cuHx nop. OH fa-
#e He CJbIIIAJ O TAKOM.

OAUH KOHel 2TOro NPEACTaBJsAN  co6OH pOT, APYroi ObLI
MJIOCKUM W KBaApaTHBIM. JTa IITyKa ObllIa pa3MepoM C Tepbepa,
HO He ObLIa TepbepoM. Y Hee ObLIM KOPOTKHE, HO CHJIbHbIE
HOTH, & PYKH ObUIH [QJUHHbIE, TOHKHE, 3aKaHYHBAIOL[HECS Kpel-
KHMHM KOITAMH, W OH IIOAyMaJ, Kak XOpOIIO, 4TO OH CXBATHI
er0 TaK, 4TO PYKHU ObLIM NpUmKaThl K Teay. CymiecTBO OBLIO
6esoro IBeTa, Oc3BOJIOCHIM H TOJIBIM, KaK OLIMNAHHAA KypHIa.
Yro-TO moXOMee Ha paHell ObLIO NPUKPENJIEHO Yy Hero 3a CIH-
Hoi. Ho aro emje 6blIO He caMoe XyAluee,

I'pynp cyuiecTBa Oblia GoJsiblloi, OJsecTdAmieii u  TBeppoi,
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KaK NaHUMPb Ky3HEeYHKAa, & Ha Hell BCHOBIXMBAJH CBeTALlHecs
GYKBbI M 3HaKH.

CxBo3b ymac, oxBartuBlIuil [lo#isa, mpoGUBaJHCh ObICTPBIE
Mbicall, H OH mObITAJCA yAepxaTh HX. HO MbiCAH KpPYTHJHCH
Ife-T0 HemojajeKy, W OH HHKaK He MOT IIpPUBECTH HUX B IIO-
PAIOK.

HakoHell HenOHATHblE 3HAKH HCYE3JdH C TPYAH CYLIECTBa,
H Ha HeH MOABHJHCH CBeTALHeCd CJOBAa, HaNHCAaHHbIe HedaT-
HbIMH OyKBaMH:

OTIIYCTH
MEHA!
Jlaxe c BOCKJIMLATENbHBIM 3HAKOM Ha KOHIE.
— JApymumnie, — cxasau JoilJ, OCHOBATEJIbHO MOTPSACEHHBIH,

HO TeM He MeHee Ye mpuimeawmuii B ce6sa. — A Teba He ormy-
my. ¥ MeHs ecThb KOoe-KaKHe ILTaHbl.
On oGepHyscs, HallleJl MEIIOK H MOJOABHHYJ K cebe.

TbI NOMAJIEEUID, —

NOABHIMCH OYKBBI Ha TPYAH CYIIECTBA.

— Her, — crazan [lo#in, — He mnomaelo.

OH BcTanm Ha KOJIeHH, GBICTPO Pa3BEpPHYJ MEIIOK, 3acyHYJ
BHYTPb CBOETO0 IJICHHHKA H 3aTAHYJ PEe3HHKY.

BHeszanHo Ha mepBOM dTame AOMAa BCIBIXHYJ CBET H IIOCJHBI-
IaJIUCh TOJIOCA M3 OKHA, BBIXOAAIIEro B cafg. [Jie-To B TeM-
HOTe CKPHIHYJa JABEepPb H B3aXJOHNHYJach C IYCTBIM TIYJKHM
3ByKoM. [loi#in Opocuicsi kK BepeBre. MemHlok Memasa emy Oe-
}aTh, HO HeOOXOAHMOCTb yOpaThCs MOJalbile MOMOrJa eMy
6LICTPO BCKapaOKaThCA HA Aepeso. OH mpUTAHCA CPefU BeTBel.
H OCTOPOMHO HOATAHYJ K cebe GOJTAIOLyIOCA BEPEBKY, CBOpa-
ypBaA ee CBOGOLHOH DPYKOM.

CymecTBO B MellKe Ha4ajJo0 BOPOYATHCA H GPBIKATBCA.
OH NIpHINORHAJ MELIOK H CTYKHYJ HM O cTBoJ. CyIecTBO cpasy
3aTHXJIO.

ITo mopomke, CKPBITOH B TEHH, 3acCTy4ald yBEPeHHbIe Iard,
r [Jlofin yBHAes B TEeMHOTE OrOHEK CcHrapbl. Pasfancsa roJjoc,
fABHO NpuHafAdexaumui Merkandy.

— Tenpul

— [Ha, cap, — otosBajcA I'eHpH ¢ BepaHAbL.

— Hypa, yepr BO3bMH, 3afeBajica poJJa?

— On rpe-to Tam, cdp. OH HHKOTla He OTXOIHT JAaJIeKO
OoT JlepeBa. Bbl ke 3Haere, OH 3a HEro OTBedaerT.

Ororer curapbl 3aropeics spde. BugHo, MeTkand spocTHO
3aTAHYJCA.

— He monumaio a smux poan, lenpu, — crasan OH. —
CroJbKO JleT mpomwio, a g HX BCe He HOHHMAIO.
— IIpaBunpHO, cdp, — craszan I'enpu. — HX TPyAHO mO-

HATD.

Joln uyBcrBOoBan 3amax japiMa. Cypas mo 3amaxy, 9To Gbija
Xopomas curapa.

Hy wu nonarHo, Merkand, KOHEYHO, KYPHUT cCaMble JyudllHe.
He Oyner #e d4elOBEK, y KOTOPOTO PpAaCTeT AEHEIKHOE JEpeBo,
3ayMbIBaThCA O IeHe curap!

Joiin ocropoxHo ornon3 ¢dyra Ha ABa IO CYKY, CTapanch
npubAH3UTHECA K CTEHe.
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OruHek curapbl JepHyJici H OGepHyJCcs K HeMy, NOKasbiBasfd,
yro MeTtkaad) ycnbliaj IIyM Ha AepeBe.

— Hro TamM? — KPHKHYJ OH.

— §1 Huyero He cJabIIAJN, C3P. OTO, HABEpPHO, BeTep.

— Hurakoro Berpa, Aypak. OTO ONATH Ta e KOIIKA.

Jlolln mpHIKancs K BeTKEe, HEMOABHIKHBIM, HO BMeCTe C TEM
COOpPaHHbIH B KOMOK, TOTOBbIH K AEHCTBHIO, KaK TOJbKO B 3TOM
BO3HHKHeT Heo6xoAuMocTb. OH BbIpyraj ce6s 3a HEOCTODPOK-
HOCTb,

MeTrand coures ¢ JOPOMKH H CTOSAJ OCBENIEHHBIH JIyHHBIM
CBETOM, pa3IyIAfbIBas AEPEBO.

— Tam 4TO-TO ecTb, — OGBABHJI OH TOPHKECTBEHHO. —
JlucTBa Takasd rycrad, 4To A HE MOTy pasTifjetrb — YTO.
Ho mory mornscTbcs, 4To 3TO Ta camas 4yeproBa Komka. OHa
NPOCTO IpeciefyeT POJLIY. :

OH BBIHYJ CHrapy H39 pPTa H BbIAOXHYJ [apy H3YMHTENb-
HbIX mo ¢opMe KoOJel JbIMa, KOTOpble, Kak I[PUBHAEHHSA,
TONJIBIIH B BO3AYXE.

— TI'eHpu, — HKpPUKHYJ OH, — NpUHECH MHe pym:be! IBe-
HaJAUaTblfi Kajaubp CTOUT MPAMO 3a JBEpPBHIO.

OTOro G6bLIO AOCTATOYHO, 4TOObI JIOHJM OpPOCHJICA K CTEHe.
OH uyTh He ymaj, HO yAepwasca. OH YPOHHJ BEpPEBKY, 4yTh
He IOTepsAJs MeIlOK. Pojsa BHYTPH CHOBa Hadall TpembIXaThCH.
I — TebGe uTo, MHONPBITATh 0X0Ta? — SAPOCTHO 3alIHIeEN

OHJI.

OH mnepekHHYR MeIIOK Yepe3 3a60p H YCJblIajJ, Kak OH
yhaapuica o MoctoByio. OH HOHafeANCA, 4YTO He YOHJ pPOJIIY,
TMOTOMY 4YTO €ro IJIeHHHK MOrI OKa3aTbhCA IeHHEIM IIpHOGpeTe-
HueN. Ero momHO Oyfer mpojaTh B LHPK, TaMm JO0AT TaKHe
HJHOTCKHE IUTYKH.

Hoitn noGpajca [0 CTBOJA H COCKOJb3HYJ BHH3, He AyMas
O MHOCIeACTBHAX, M B pe3yabTaTe HClUapanaJ PYKH U HOTH
0 IeplIaByl0 KOpY.

H3-3a 3a6opa [JOHOCHJIHCH CTpAallHbIE peB H JeJeHAL{HE
KpoBb pyrareabciBa [. I'oBapma Merranda.

Join mopobpanl MeHIOK M I00ema] K TOMY MECTy, TAe OH
octaBun Mamuuy. Jlo6emaB, OH OpOCHN MEIIOK BHYTPb, Cel
32 pynb H IoexajJ IO CJOMHOMY, 3apaHee pPa3pabOTaHHOMY
MapHipyTy, 4To6bl YHTH OT BO3MOMKHOH ITOTOHH.

Yepe3 mnoJsuaca [MHo#n ocTaHOBHJICA y HeOOJBIIOIO IapKa
H OpHHAJCA O6AYMBIBAaTh CHTYAIHIO.

B Heif ObLI0O H IJIOXO€ H XOpOLIEe.

Emy He yaaaochr cobpaTh TaKOH Ypomailli € JepeBa, Kak
eMy XOTeJOCh, H K TOMY e Tenepb MeTkand o060 BceM 3HaeT
H BpAA JH YAACTCSA IOBTOPHTH HaGer.

C apyroit cTopoHbl, [oHsn Temepb 3HAJ HaBepHsAKa, 4TO Je-
HeMKHble [epeBbsl CYLIECTBYIOT, H y Hero OBbLI poJa, BepHee,
OH IpeAnoJiaraj, YTo 3Ty WITYKY 30BYT poJia.

H sror posyia — TakoH THXUH B MellKe — OCHOBaTEJIbHO
NnoxopsabaJs ero, oxpaHAA [epeBo.

IIpu cBere aysbl Jlofinm BuJeEN, YTO PYKH €ro B KpPOBH,
a napanuHbl Ha pe6pax OA pa30pPBaHHOH pYOAIUKOR KIVH
oreM. IllTaHHHA NMPOMOKJA OT KPOBH.

OH mnOYyBCTBOBaJI, Kak MYypallKH NoOexanu mo Kome. Ue-
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JIOBEKY HHMYEro He CTOMUT MOALUENHTh HH(EKI[HI0 OT HEeH3BECTHOH
3BEPIOTH. '

A ecau NOHTY K HOKTOPY, TOT 00A3aTENbHO CIPOCHT, YTO
€ HHM cay4yunocb. OH, KOHEYHO, CMOMKET COCJAaThCA Ha COBaKy.
Ho Bapyr MOKTOp moOiiMeT, YTO 3TO BOBCe HEe €OGaybu YHYChI?
Bepnee Bcero, ZOKTOpP COOGLIHMT KyJAa CJEAYyerT.

Her, pemmn OH, CJOHIIKOM MHOTOe IIOCTaBJEHO Ha Kapry,
4TOGbl PHCKOBATh, — HHKTO He [OJIKeH 3HaThb 00 ero OTHPBI-
tHu. IloTomy uTO, mora JloHm eOWHCTBEeHHbIH 4YeJIOBEK, 3HAIO-
MHA O [EeHEXHOM JlepeBe, MOMKHO M3BJIeYb H3 ITOI'0 BLIMOAY.
OcoGeHHO eClII y HEro ecTb poJiia, TAHHCTBEHHBIM 00pas3oM
CBA3AHHBIA C BTHM HepPeBOM, H KOTOPOro, fame H 6e3 fepesa,
NPH YAAYHBIX OOCTOATEJBCTBAX MOMHO IpPeBpaTHTb B JEHbIH.

OH CcHOBa 3aBeJl MAUINHY.

MuHyT Yepe3 MATHAAIATb OH OCTAaHOBUJI ee B Iepeylike,
B KOTOPBIH BBIXOJUJH 3ajAbl CTapbIX MHOTOKBAPTHUPHBIX HOMOB.

On BbIIleJ] U3 MAalIWHB], 3aXBaTHB C CO0Oi MeHIOK.

Ponna Bce ellle OGbl1 HENOJBHHEH.

— Crpanno, — ckaszaa [Hoiin.

OH NOJOMHUA PYKYy Ha MEIIOK, M MeIIOK Obll  TeNJbIM,
a poJIa 4yTh MOLIEBEJHJICH.

— HuB eme, — ckaszan [oilin ¢ obieryeHuem.

OH npo6GupajicAd MemAYy MYCOPHBIX YPH, KY4 THHABIX JAOCOK
M IPYyA IYCTBIX KOHCePBHBIX GaHOK. Houiku pasberanucb B TeM-
HOTE IIPH €ro BHJE.

— Huyero cebe MmecTeuyko [Js AeBYIIKH, — cKasaj [oin
cam cebe. — CoBepIIeHHO HENOAXOAAIee MECTO AJIA TaKOH e-
BYWIKH, Kak Mei6J1.

OH OTBICKAJ YepHBIH XOA H NOAHAJICA IO CHKpHUIydYeH JecT-
HUIle, IpPOLIEJ II0 KOPHAOPY H OTBICKAJ J[Bepb B KOMHATY
Meii6s. Ona cXBaTuJa ero 3a pYKaB, BTalllujila B KOMHATY,
3axJIONHyJa ABePb M IpUMajacb K HeH CHUHOH.

— § rak BoJHOBaJsach, Yak!

— Heuero 6b110 BoJIHOBaThCA, — ckasay Hoin. — Henpeg-
BHUJIEHHBIE OCJOMHEHHSA. BOoT M ECe.

— TBou pvku! — BCHKpPHKHYJa OHAa. — TBoA pybamkal

Joiin Beceso MOIKUHYJ MEIIOK.

— 910 BCce mycTAkH, Meii6n, — crazan oH. — [naBHoe,

IOCMOTPH, YTO B MelIKe.

On orasapencs.

— OKHa 3aKpbITHI?

Ona KuBHYJIA. i

‘— Ilepegaii MHE HACTOJBHYIO Jammy, — ckasaj oH. — O=Ha
NOJO¥eT BMECTO AYOUHKU.

Meii6s1 BbIpBaJia MPOBOJ H3 IINTeNcesd, CHANA abamyp U Opo-
TAHYJa eMy Jammy.

OH noAHAN JaMmIly, IIOTOM HAKJIOHHJCA HAaf MENIKOM H pas-
BfA3aJ €ro.

— I ero mapy pa3 NpPHCTYKHyJ, — CHKasaJd OH, — H elle
6pocus B IepeyJoK, TaKk YTO OH, HaBepHO, OIVIyIIeHHbIH, HO
BCe-TaKU PHUCKOBATb HE CTOMT.

OH mepeBepHYJ MEMIOK M  BBITPAXHYJA DPOJIYy HapPYyHY.
3a HUM IOCJEROBAJI AYII U3 ABAALATHAONIAPOBBIX OyMaiKeK.

Ponna ¢ ROCTOHHCTBOM IOAHAJCA C IOJAa H BCTal IPHEMO,
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XOTSi TPYAHO OBLIO NOHATHb, YTO OH cToMT npsamo. Ero 3agHue
Janbl OBLTH TaKHMH KOPOTKHUMH, & IlepeJHNe TAaKHMH MAJIHHHbBI-
MH, YTO Ka3ajioch, OH CHIHMT, KaK co6Gaxa.

Posna 6bln 6GoJibllie BCEero INXOX Ha BOJIKA, BOIOLIEr0 Ha
JyHy, HIH, BepHee, Ha OOJIBINIOTO KapHKATYypHOro OyJbAOra,
BOIOIIIETO Ha JIYHY.

Me#i6s1 ucmycTHa OTYAAHHBIH BH3T M OPOCHIACh B CHAJBHIO,
3axXJIONMHYB 3a co60# [Bepb.

— 3amoJsyn ThHI, Gora pagu! — ckazan [o#a. — Bceex
nepebyguimb. Cocefn mogymaroT, 4yto A TebA yOHBalo.

Kro-To 3aroman HaBepxy. My#mCKOH rojioc 3apbiyaj: «3aTKHH-
Tecb TaM, BHH3Y!»

Ha rpymu pospl 3aropenach HalHCh:

IFOJIOAHBIN. KOI'TA KYIIATDH?

Joiin nmpornotun caroHy. OH IOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK XOJIOAHBIH
IOT BBICTYIIHJ y HEro Ha Joy.

B 4YEM [AEJIO? — mpoposxan poiana. — JABAW T'OBO-
PH, A CJIBILIY,

KTo-TO IPOMKO TOCTydYas B IBEPb.

Jlo#in 6bICTPO OrJIAHYJCA M YBHAEJ, YTO IOJ 3achllaH JeHb-
ramu. OHR npHHAJNCA COGHPATh HMX H pPaCCOBBIBaThH IO Kap-
MaHaM.

B aBeph IpOAOJIKANU CTYYarTh.

Jo#in co6pan JeHbI'H H OTKPBLI [IBEDPD.

B fABepAX CTOAN MyMYMHA B HHKHeM Gesbe, OH GbLIT BBICOK
M Mmyckyauct. OH Bo3BmunaJjca Hap Jloinom mo kpaiiHeit mepe
Ha ¢yr. H3-3a ero mieua BBIIVIABIBAJIA MEHIHHA.

— Yro 3pech IPOHCXOAUT? -— CIPOCHA  MYMYHHA. —
Mbl cabllnanyu, Kak KpHdaja MKEHIHHA.

— MbinKy yBHAeJa, — cKazay J{oi.

Mym®uynuHa He CIyCKaJ C HEero rJjas.

— DBoabmiyio mblmKy, — yrouHun J[o#a. — Moser ObITS,
Jlae KpbICY

— A Bbl, MHCTEp... C BaMH 4YTO CJay4uiaocb? I'me 5TO BbI
Tak pybaxy NOpBau?

— B kaprel urpajg, — ckazag JoHa H IOMBITAJICA 3aXJOI-
HYTb [BEpb.

Ho my:uMHa pacmaxHyn ee elle INHPe H BOWEJN B KOM-
HarTy.

— Ecin He uMeeTe HHYEro NPOTHB, f Obl B3IMIAHYT... —
CKasaJ OH.

C B3aMupalolUM 4YyBCTBOM B Kejaygke Joitn  BCIOMHUI
0 pouie.

On o6epuyiaca. Ho ponnbl He OBLTO.

OTKpBLIaCh ABEPDb CHajbHH, W BhiIIa Mei6n. OHa ObLIa XO-
JIOfHA, KaK Jefx.

— Bmer 3pmech mmBere, Jegu? — CHOPOCHJ MYMKYMHA B HC-
NO{HEM.
— J[la, oHa 3Jecb MKHMBET, — CKaszaja IKEHI[HHA, OCTaB-

masaca B ABepaAx. — fI ee yacTo BHIKY B KOPHAODe.
— OTOT mapeHb K BaM IPHCTaeT?
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— Hu B ©KOem cayuae, — ckazana Mei6a., — Oro Moii
APYT.

My:x4una obepHyqaca r [louay.

— Tbl Bech B KpPOBH, — CKazaJ OH.

— UYro penarb... — ckazana [o#na. — Bcerga u3 MeHA KpPOBb
Uer.

HHeninyHa TMOTAHYJAA MYMKUYHHY 3a PYKaB.

Meit6n1 crazana:

— VYeepAlo Bac, HUYEr0 HE MPOU3BOIILIO.

— Ilomn, MHJBIH, — HacTauBaJia KeHIIUHA, NPOAOJHAd
TAHYTb €ro 3a pykaB. — OHH B HAC He HYMHJANOTCA.

My:K4uuHa C HEOXOTOH yuieJ.

Jloiiy1 3aXJIOMHYJ ABEpb H 3alep ee.

— UYepT BO3BMH, — CKa3ajd OH, — HaM IPHAETCA OTCIOAA
cMmatbiBaThCa. OH Oyger AyMaTb 00 35TOM, IIOTOM IIO3BOHHT
B IOJIMIMIO, OHHM SIBATCS M Hac 3a0epyT...

— Mp1 #uyero He cpenanau, 4Yax, — ckazayia Meio.

— Momxer, u He caenann. Ho A noaunuio He  JIHOGJIO.
He xouy orBeuaTh Ha BOIPOCHI.

OHa mofomuia K HeMy OJmie.

— Oun npaB, Thl BeCb B KpPOBH, — CKazaja oHa. — H py-
KM u pyO6allka.

— M Hora TOMe, — CKazaJg OH. — OTO MeHA poJjJja 006-
pagora.

Ponna Bblllen H3-3a KpecJa.
HE XOTEJ HEOOPA3YMEHHM, BCEIIA INPAYYCHb OT

HE3HAKOMDbIX.
— Bor Tak OH H TroBOpUT, — CKasaj [loHJ, He CKpbIBasd
BOCTOpTa.
— UYro »10? — cnpocusa Meii6n, oTxXoAA Ha ABa Iara.
A POJUIA.

— Mp! BCTPETHJUCh TIIOf JEHEHHBIM JepeBOM, — CKaszall
Hoiin. — Majocts mnoB3fopuiud. OH HMeeT KaKoe-TO OTHOIe-
HHE K JIepeBy — TO JIH CTepereT ero, TO JIK elle dYTo.

— Tp1 gener pocrana?

— Hewmtoro. ITonumaelns, 3TOT poOJLIA...

T'OJIOQEH, —
u300pa3uy poJiia.

— Hnmu croga, — ckazaga Meiibn, — A T1e0sA NepeBAXY.

— Jla Thl 4TO, He XO4Yellb IIOCJAYyIIaTb?..

— He ouenb. Thl cHOBa IomaJ B HEHPUATHOCTb. MHe Ka-
IKEeTCA, YTO Thl HAPOYHO MOMafaelllb B HEMPUATHOCTH.

OHa moBeJila €r0 B BaHHYIO.

— Capgp Ha Kpall BaHHBI, — CKaszaja OHa.

Pojna mnopomiesn XK ABEPH H OCTaHOBHJICH.

Y BAC HET HHUKAKOW IIUIIHU? —
CIIPOCHJI OH.
— O 6ome Moitl —— BockaukHyda Mei6a., — A 49TO BbI

XoTure?
OPYKTBHI. OBOLIH.
— Tam B KyXHe Ha CTOJle ecThb (PyKTbl. Bam mNOKas3aTb?
CAM HAUAY, —
3aABUJA poJla H HCYe3.
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— He moiiMmy b5TOro KOpOTHIIKY, — cKasana Mei6a. —
Crayana oH Tebs HCKycas, a TeNepb JydIUui# APYT.

— § ero mpuctykHyn mapy pa3, — otBerua [oia. — Ha-
yuua cebs yBamarh.

— H on eme ymupaer ¢ rojgoxy, — 3ameruna Meii6a
¢ ocywpaeHHeM. — Jla cAup Thl Ha Kpaii BauHblL. fl Te6a

06MO10.

On cen, a OHa 3abpaljach B amnTeyKy, J[oCTajJa OYTBUIKY
C YeM-TO KOPHYHEeBbIM, OyTbLIOYKY cHHpTa, BaTy H OHHT. OnHa
BCTaJla Ha KOJEeHH W 3aKaTtaja mTaHuHy J[lo#na.

— Ilnoxo, — cKazana OHa.
— 910 OH 3y6amMH [0 MeHA Ao6paJics, — ckazan Jloiu.

— Hapgo mno#itn k& pgox1opy, Yak, — ckasama Me#ba. —
Moems CxBaTHTb 3aparkeHHe KPOBH. Y HEro, MOMeT ObITh,
I'ps3HbIE 3YOBI.

— JlokTop G6yReT 3ajaBaTh MHOTO BONIPOCOB. ¥ MeHS H 0e3
Hero XBaTHT HENPHATHOCTEH.

— Yak, a 410 3TO Takoe?

— 3ro poJa.

— A mouemy ero 30ByT poJaa?

— He 3nao. 3oByT, H Bce.

— A uyero Thl TOTAa TPUTAIHJI €ro ¢ coGoi?

— OH CTOMT He MeHbIIe MHJIHOHA. Ero MOMHO NpPOAAaTH
B I[HPK HJH 300MapK. JlasKe MOTYy caM BBICTYNaTb C HHM B HOY-
HOM KJayOe. IlokasbiBaThb, KaK OH TOBOPHT, H BOOOLIe.

OHa OBbICTPO M YMeJO IIPOMbIJIA €My DaHbI.

— M eme BOT mouemy s ero CoOfa NOPHTAIHJ, — CKasal
Hoiin. — MeTkand y meHsa B pykax. S 3HaI0 KOe-4TO TakKoe...
Y MeHA Temeph poJta, & poJula CBA3AH KAK-TO C STHMH fAe-
HEeHBIMH JePeBbIMH.

— TBl Temepb YTO, O IIaHTaMe 3arOBOPHI?

— Hu B xoem caywael f B KHBHM HHKOTO He LIAHTaMH-
poBaJ. IIpocro HeGosbHiOE Aesblie Me#Ay MHOH H MeTkanadom.
Momer ObITh, B GJIArOJApHOCTH 32 TO, 4TO S AEpHKYy A3bIK 3a
3y0aMH, OH [J2CT MHE OJHO H3 CBOHMX [EHEHHBIX [epeBbeB.

— Ho 7Tb1 e cam TrOBOpHIIb, YTO TaM BCEro OJHO AEHEH-
HOe J[lepeBo.

— 910 A oAHO BHAea. Ho TaM TeMHO, H, MOMeT GObITh, ele
6bitu. Thl MOHMMaeNIb, TAaKOH YesjoBek, Kak MeTkanad, HHKOrAa
HE Y[OBJIETBODHTCA OJHMM JEHEKHBbIM fAepeBoM. Ecian y Hero
ecTb OAHO, OH elle ce6Ge BhIpacTHT. MoOry IOCIOPHTHL Ha YTC
YrogHO, Y HEro ecth ABaAlATHAOJJIAPOBbIE AepeBbSA, H NATHIE-
CATHAOJNJIAPOBbIe JepeBbs, U, MOMET OblTh, fAame CTOAOJIAPO-
Bble JIePEBbA.

On B3poxHYJA: «XoTeJ Obl s MPOBECTH XOTA Obl HATH MHHYT
noA cropoJsnapoBeIiM AepeBom! S 6bI HA BCHO KH3Hb ce6A obec-
neuun. fI O6bl ABYyMA PyKaMH DBa».

— CHumu pybGamrky, — ckasaja Me#6a. — MHe HY¥HO AO-
6patbCcAd [0 LiapaluH.

Hoitn cramun py6Gamky depes3 TOJOBY.

— 3Haempb YTO, — CKa3aJ OH, — MOIY IOKJACTbCA, YTO
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He ToJAbKO y Metkanda ecth JeHexHble AepeBbs. Y Bcex 6Go-
rayeit ectb. OHH, HaBepHO, OO'BEAWHHIUCH B CEKpeTHOe oOLe-
CTBO H NOKJAJHCh HHHKOTZAa 006 3TOoM He OGosaTtarb. S He yAUB-
JIAI0Ch, YTO BCe JEHBH HAYT OTTyha. Moer ObITh, IpaBH-
TeJbCTBO BOBCE He I€YaTaeT HHUKAKUX JEHer, & TOJBbKO I0BO-
PHT, YTO IEYaTaer...

— 3amosyH, — CKOMaHjosajia Meiibn, — H He [epraicd.

OHa HaKJeHBaJa MJACTBIPb €My Ha TPYAb.

— 4Yro Tet cobHpaembCs feJaTb C POJJIOH? — CIOPOCH-
Jia OHa.

— Msbl ero moJiouM B MallHHy H oTBe3eM kK Merrandy.
Tel ocTaHembCA B MAallHHE C POJUIOH H, €CJIH YTO-HHOYAb OY-
JeT He Tak, yepfemb. Iloka possia y Hac — Merkand moj
NPHIEJIOM.

— Ter ¢ yma comenl YTo6bl A oCTajJach OAWH Ha OJHH
¢ arToii mtykoi! ITociie Bcero, 4ro OHa C TOOOH Hajgesaja.

— BosbMemb nanky, H, €clIH OH 4Yero-HuOGyAb, ThI ero
NaJKoH.

— Hwuyero mogo6Horo, — crasana Meii6a. — H ¢ HUM He
OCTaHYCh.
— Xopomo, — ckazan [Mo#n, — Mbl ero HOJOMHM B O0a-

ramHuK., 3aBepHeM B ojfleslyo, 4ToObI He ymubOcA. Momker, famxe
Jyuylie, eciad OH OyjeT 3amepr.

Meii6n moxayaJyia roJioBOH.

— Haperoch, uto ThI IpaB, Yak. U HajewoCh, 4TO MBI He
momajfieM B HETPUATHOCTH.

— U we gymait 06 arom, — orBetun Hoin. — [laBa#i ABH-
ratbcs oTciofa. Ham HYymXHO BbIOpaThCA, MOKA B3TOT Ge3fenb-
‘HHK He J0TajajcAd NMO3BOHHTH B IOJMIIHIO.

B nBepAx mosABWJICA pOJIA, NOrJAMKHBaA cebA IO MHBOTY.

BE3JIEJIbHHK, — cnopocun oH. — YTO 3TO?

— O rocmopu, — ckaszan [oin, — Kak A eMy OGBACHIO?
BE3AEJBHUK — 3TO IIOJOHOK?
— B arom uyrOo-TO ecTh, — coraacuiuca Joitn. — DBesaeib-

HHK — 3TO IOXOMe Ha IIOJOHKA.
METKAJI® CKA3AJ: BCE APYI'HE JIFOAHU — IIOAOHKII.

— 3naemwb, 49T0 A TeGe cramy, MeTkand B 4em-TO Ipas, —
crazan Jlo#i.

INIOJOHOK — 3HAYHUT YEJIOBEK BE3 JEHET.

— Huxorjga He cabiman Taxkoi (OPMYJIUPOBKH, — CKasald
Joitn. — Ho ecam Tak, MOMeTe CYMTAThb MEHS MOJOHKOM.
METKAJI® CHKA3AJI: IIJIAHETA HE B IOPAOKE —

CJIMIIKOM MAJIO OEHET.

— Bor TyT s ¢ HUM IOJIHOCTBIO COIVIACEH.

IIOSTOMY A HA TEBS BOJIBIIE HE CEPYCh.

— DBome wmoit, — crasasa Meit6n, — OH oKasajca 60J-
TyHOM!

MOSA PABOTA — 3ABOTUTHCS O JEPEBE.
CHAYAIJIA -1 PACCEPOUJICA,
HO TIOTOM IIOAYMAUJIL:
«BEOHBIN IIOJOHOK, EMY HYH{HbI JEHbI'H,
HEJIb31 EI'O BHHHTD». C



— OT10 c TBOeH CTOPOHBI OYeHb GJAaropogHO, — CKA3aJ
Join, — anxo, 4To THI He NOAYMaJ 06 BTOM Ipexje, deM
Havajl MeHa meBaTb. EciH 6bI B MOeM paCHOPAMEHHH GbLIO
X0TA Obl NATH MHHYT...

— § roroBa, — ckazama Meii6a. — Ecau Tl He mepemy-
MaJ, MoexaJtid.

3

Joiin MeaseHHO IIes IO JOPOIKKE, BeAyUIeH K [ABEePSAM HOMA
Merranda. Jom 6blLT TeMeH, H JIYHA CHJOHSJIACh K BEpIIHHAM
COCEH, KOTODble POCAH Ha APYrod CTOPOHE YJIHIIBI.

Joiin nmogHANCcA IO KUPHHYHBIM CTYHNEHbKAaM H OCTAHOBHJCSH
nepeq /Bepbio. I103BOHUI U IOJOMAAN.

Huyero He cayumuioch.

OH CHOBa MO3EOHHJ, W CHOBA HHUKAKOIO OTBETA.

IToranyn pBepb., OHa O6blIa 3amepra.

«Bemamuy», — crasas [o#a mpo cebs.

OH BbIIles Ha YJHIy, 0GOWIES JAOM BOKPYT H B300pajcsa Ha
flepeB0 B mepeynke. Cag 3a JAoMOM ObLI TeMeH H MOJIYaJHUB.
Join ponro HaGa04ak 3a HUM, HO He 3aMeTHJ HHKAKOTO [BH-
enud. Ilotom BbiTamya W3 KapmaHa (bOHAPHK M IIOCBETHJ HUM.
CBeTibIf KPY#OK IpbITaJd B TEeMHOTe, IIOKAa He HATKHYJCA Ha
YYacTOK pPa3BOPOYEHHOH 3eMJid.

Y Hero mepexBaTHJIO [AbIXaHHe, M OH J[OJrO0 CBETHI B TOM
HanpaBJIeHHH, [TOKa He yO6e[JuJicsA, 4TO He OIIHGCA.

On He ommubcsa. [eHnemnoe paepeBo uc4yes3no. Krto-Tro BBIKO-
Iajg ero U yBe3.

Jloit BBIRIIOYHA (POHAPUK H IIOJOMMJ ero B kapmaH. Cmy-
CTHJCS C JepeBa H BepHyscsa k MmamuHe. Me#61 He BBIKJIOYA-
Jia MOTOopa.

— O=Hu cmoranuck, — ckasan [Joiu. — Huroro Her. Bbl-
KONAJIX AepeBO H CMOTAJHCh.
— Hy xopomo, — orBetuna Meit6a. — A pame paga.

Tenepb Tbl XOTb He 6y;1emb BBA3bIBATHCA B aBaHTIOPBL C Je-
HEMHBIMH J€PEBLAMH.

— Ilocnarp 6bl... — 3eBHYN oM.
— f Tome xouy cmnartb. Iloexajnu [OMOH M BBICIHMCA.
— Tpl, MOMKET, BBICIIHIILCH, a 1 — HeT, — CKa3all

Hoiin. — VrnappiBaiica Ha 3afiHee CHAeHbe. S 6yay 3a pyJlem.

— Kypa remepp noepem?

— Horpga s cumuman Merkanda cerogHsa fAHEM, OH CKasajd
MHe, YTO y Hero ecTh (pepma s3a ropogom. Ha samajge, y ropo-
Aa Muasuni.

— A THI TYT IpU deMm?

— Bor uT0, ecin y Hero [0 uepTa JEHEMHBIX [epPeBbeB...

— Ho y Hero #e TONBKO OAHO fAepeBo. M B capgy ropog-
CKOT0 J0oMa.

— A wmomer, U mo uepra. Momer, 3T0 ObUIO TOJbKO HJA
TOro, 4TOOBI MMETh B TOPOJe KapMaHHbIE JEHBIH.

— Tsl XOoyelmlb CKa3aTb, 4TO Mbl HOeJeM K HeMy Ha

thepmy?
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— CHayaJa Haj0 3ampaBUTLCA H IIOCMOTPETh O Kapre,
rae 9toT Munasrai. IlocmopuTh MOTY, TaM y HerQ HeJbld fe-
HemHbIE cafg. IlpefcraBp cefe TOABKO — PARBI KEPEBbEB,
H Ha[joe yBellaHO [AeHblaMH,

4

CrapuK, XO3fHH €JUHCTBEHHOTO0 MarasuHa B MHuUmiBHiIe, T'Re
IPOfaBaJIUCh Iocyfa, OakajeHHple TOBaphbl, TAe elle yMella-
Jach anTeKa M IIOYTOBAaA KOHTOPA, IOKPYTHJ CepeOpsAHBIH YyC.

— Ara, — crasan oH. — ¥ Mertranacda depma, 3a xoama-
MH Ha TOM Oepery pexu, H name HasBaHHe Yy Hee €¢Tb —
«Becenblit xonm». BoT cramuTe MHEe, ¢ 4ero Obl YeJOBEKY TaK
Has3bIBaThb CBOWO Gepmy?

— Yero TOMBKO Jiogu He penaior! — orBetun Hoia. —
Kak Ttypma mockopee go0patbes?

— BblI cnpamusaere?

~~ Honewno, cnpammuBaio. TOJBKO YTO CIPOCHI..s
CTapuK IOKaYas rOJIOBOM.

— Bac npuraacunmu? Mertkand Bac maer?

— He pymaro.

— Torga BaM Tyjga He momacth. Pepma BCA OKPYHeEHa 3a-
6opoM. A y BOPOT CTpaia, TaM fame CIelHaJbHbI JOMHK MJIA
oxpaHHHKOB. Tak u4to, ecau MeTkajiad Bac He KjAeT, He Ha-
JiedTech TyAa MONACTb.

— {1 monpobyio.

— enao ycmexa, HO BpAX JH Yy Bac BoIgeT. Cramure
MHe Jydine, mouyemy Obl 3ToMy Metrandy ceba Tak Bectu? Me-
cra Hamu THxHe. HHKTO He OGHOCHT CBOMX (epM OrpajfoH
B BOceMb (yTOB BBICOTOH, C KOJIOYeil IPOBOJIOKOH IIOBEPXY.
Huxro Obl H feHer He Ha0paJ, 4TOGbl TAKY0 Orpajy IOCTPOHTD.
JIOMmHHO OBITh, OH KOTO-TO CHJIBHO GOHTCH. .

— UYero He 3HAlO, TOTO He 3HAa1W, — CcKasak [oid, - Bce-
TaKH KaK TyJa Ao6paTbecsa? -

Crapugk focTaJ HM3-IOA NPUJaBKa OyMasMHbIH MAKeT, BBITALM
M3 KapMaHa OrPBLI3OK KapaHjalla W JH3HYJ TpHdeb, mpeHsfie
yeM NPHHAJCA MeAJeHHO PHCOBAaTh IIJIAH.

— IlepeefieTe 4epe3 MOCT H IHOe3alTe IO 3TOH AOPOre —
HajJeBO He INIOBOpPadMBaiiTe, Ta JOpPOra K peke BejeT, — HOE/6-
Te 0 oBpara, H HauyHeTcA XoJM. HaBepXy mnoBepHeTe HAJeBO,
H OTTyRa RO Gepmbl MeTkanda ocTaHeTCHs MHJIS.

OH emle pa3 JM3HYJ KapaHAalll M HapHCcOBaj rpyObldt ueThHl-
PeXyTONbHUK.

— Bot TyT, — CKasaJd OH., — YYaCTOK He MajieHbKuil. Mert-
KaJ@d Kynwia 9getbipe (epMbl U OOBEIHHUI HX.

B mammze mpAana pasgpamenHas Meii6om.

— Hrax, T ¢ camoro Havaja Obl1 He TpaB, — CKasaja
OHa. — ¥ HEro HeT HHKaKOd (hepMbI.
— Bcero HECKOJNbBKO MHJb OCTajloch, — oTBeTda Ho#ta., —

Kak tam poana?
— Onare nporosogasncd, HaBepHoe. CTyduT B OGaramHuEe.
— € dgero 6pl emy nporosoparbcA? fI emy jABa daca Hasaj
CKOJIbKO GaHaHOB CKOPMHJ!
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— Mowmer, emy ckyuHo? OH uyBcTByeT ce6A OJUHOKHUM?

— VY meHs u 6e3 Hero [Jes JOCTAaTOYHO, — cKasaa [loin. —
He xBartayo eue, 4ToOb!I I Jepiajg ero 3a PY4KY.

On 3abpajici B MalluHy, 3aBesl €e H IO€XajJ IO IbLIbHOMH
yauIe, Tmepecek MOCT, HO BMECTO TOro, 4YToGbl Iepeexarb
oBpar, NOBEPHYJ Ha [OpOry, KOTOpas Besa BROJb peKH. Ecan
KapTa, KOTOPYI0O HapHCOBaJ CTapHX, OblIa HPaBHIbHOH, AyMal
OH, TO, Clefyd MO JAOpore BAOJb PEeKH, MOKHO BbiexaTh K ¢ep-
Me C ThlIa.

MsArkHe XOJMbl IPEBPAaTHIHCh B KPYTble YTEChl, IOKPLITHIE
JIeCOM H KyCTapHHKOM. H3BuaucTas Jopora yxyaummjack. Ma-
IHHAa INoAbeXajJa K TIJyGOKOMYy OBpary, pasfejABIIEMY [Ba
yreca. Ilo gy oBpara HpOTAHYyJachb HOJIy3apocliasi KOJIEs.

Jlolin cBepHYJ Ha BTY KOJEI0 H OCTaHOBHJICS.

3aTeM BblIE3 H IOCTOAJ C MHHYTY, IVIAfAA BAOJb OBpara.

— Tbl 4yero BcTan? —— cmpocuia Mei6.

— # cob6upatoce 3aliTh k¥ MeTkandy ¢ Thla, — CKasaJa OH.

— Tbl MeHA 37ecCh HE OCTaBHIUb.

— A Henapouro.

— K ToMy e 3xech MOCKHUTBI, — IIO¥AaJIOBaJlach OHA, OT-
MaxXHBasfCh.

— 3akpoellb OKHa.

OH mnomen, HO Meil6s OKJIHKHYJA €ro:

— Tam posana ocrajcs.

— OH po Te6sa He pobepercdA, IIOKAa 3alepT B GaraHHKe.

— Ho oH rak cryuur! 4YTO, ecaH KTO-HHOYAb Hpoiger MHMO
U YCJBIIIUT?

— [ai cJaoBo, 4TO Mo BTOH JOpore YK HeJelH [Be Kak
HHKTO He e3[uJ.

Numanan MockuTbl. OH MONMBITAJCA OTOTHATH HX.

— Ilocnyma#, Meii6g, — B3MOJHJICA OH, — Tbhl XOYEllb,
9T00bl A C BTHM [AEJIOM IIOKOHYHJ, He Tak Ju? ThI e HHYEro
He HMeellb NPOTHB HOPKOBOH yObi? Thl Beh He OTKAMENILCS
OT OGPUJJIHAHTOB? -

— Her, HaBepHO, — mnpusHajach OHAa. — TOJBKO MOCHEIH,
noxanyicra. 1 He Xo4y 3/echb CHAeTb, KOTAA CTEMHeer.

OH moBepHYJCSA M TOLIeJ BAOJbL OBpara.

Bce BOKDYr OblI0 3eJeHbIM — TNIyGOKOro GecopMeHHOro
JeTHero 3eJsieHoro nseta. M O6blI0 THXO, €C/JH He CYHTATh IH-
CKa MOCKHTOB. B mpuydeHHyI0 K GeTOHY H acdaiabTy ropoaa
rojoBy J[loiina BHOJ3a] THXHH cTpax mepej B3eJIeHbIM 6e3MOJI-
BHEM JIECHCTBIX XOJIMOB.

OH NPUXJIONHYJ MOCKHTA H IIO€MHJICA.

— Tyr Her HHYEero, 4YTO IOBPEAUNO O6bl 4YeJOBEKy, —
BCJIYX NOAYMAJ OH.

ITyremecTsHe ObLI0 He H3 Jerkux. OBpar BHJICA MEKIY
XO0JIMOB, H CyXOe JIO¥e Dy4bs, 3aBaJICHHOE BajJyHAaMH M Ky4aMH
rajJbKH, KHJAJOCh OT OJHOIO CKJOHA K Jpyromy. Bpemsa ot
BpemeHH JIoHIy NIPHXOQHJIOCH B30HPATHCA HA OTKOC, YTOOBI
o6oiiTH 3aBaJIbl.

MOCKHTBI € Kam[bIM INAaroM CTAaHOBHJIHCh BCE HaJOe[JIHBee.
OH 06MOTaJ ILIEI0 HOCOBBIM IUIATKOM H HAABHHYJ ULIANY Ha
rnaza. Hu Ha cexyHQy He Ipekpamas BOHHBI C MOCKHTaMH, OH
YHUYTOMAJ HUX COTHIMH, HO TOJIKY ObLIO MAJIo.
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OBpar cysusica H KpyTo momea BBepx. Jloiin 3aBepHy’a 3a
NOBOPOT W OOHApY M/, YTO JAaJbHeHIIHH NmyTh 3aKpbIT. Macca
cy4beB, OOBUTBIX BHHOTPAJIOM, IEpPEKpbIBaja oOBpar, O0GeUMH
CTOPOHAMH IJIOTHHA YyNHpaJach B JepeBbfA, pacTyllue Ha OT-
BECHBIX CKaTax OBpara. :

IIpo6paTtbea fAanblie He ObLIIO HHKAKOM BO3MOMKHOCTH. 3aBalt
KasaJjcA CILIOMHOH cTeHOH. Cyybsi ObNIH yHKpeNJeHbl KaMHIMH
H CLeMEHTHPOBaBIUeHCA TIPS3bl0, NPUHECEHHbIMH pyubeM. Ilem-
JISIACh HOTTAMM M HallynbiBas G0THHKaMM HEPOBHOCTH, OH BCKa-
palOraJjcsa HaBepx, 4TOGb! 060#TH mpenArcTBHe. MOCKHTHI - 6pO-
CaluChb Ha HEro 9CKAADOHaMH, OH OTJOMUJN BETKY C JIHCTbAMH
H NBITAJICA C ee IOMOUIbI0 OTOTHATH UX.

Tak OH CTOAJ, TAXENO [bllla H BCXJUNbIBAafA, NbITasACh Ha-
MOJIHHTh JIeTKHe BO3AyxoM. M payman, Kak e 5TO yHRaJOCh
eMy NOIacTb B TaKyI0 NepefiesiKy. OJTO INPHKJIIOYeHHe OBbLIO He
mo Hemy. Ero mpejcraBileHHs o HpHpPOJe HUKOTAA He pacmpo-
CTPaHAJHCL 3a [OpejeJibl TOPOJCKOTO YXOKEHHOrO MapKa.

H BoT momauny#icra, OH CTOMT B IJIyOMHEe JIECOB, CTapaeTcs
BCKapaOKaTbCA Ha 4epTOM B3a0bIThle XOJIMbI, MPOOUPAACh K Me-

CTy, T'le MOTYyT BOAHMTHCA [eHEWHble [epeBb — pAObl, CaAbl,
Jieca JIEHENHBIX JIepPeBbeB.
— Huxorga Obl He mHOIIEJ Ha 3TO, — CKaszaJg OH cefe, —

HH 3a 49TO, KpOMe KaK 3a JE€HbIH.

On oraageicsa ¥ OGHApPYMXMJ, dYTO 3aBaa OblL1 BCero jABsa
¢dyra TOMLUHON U OAWMHAKOB MO TOJILIHHE HA BCeH CBOe# mpo-
TSAMEeHHOCTH. M 3agHAA CTOpPOHA 3aBajia OblLla TIJIAJKOH, Kax
6ynro ee cmenuasabHO 3aryiagunud. Herpynuo GbLIO MOHATH, YTO
BETBH M KaMHH HAKONMJMCHL 3[eCh He TofaMd, He OBLIH IPH- -
HECEeHbl PYy4YbeM, a ObLIM CIJIETEHBI TaK TIIATEJbHO, YTO CTAJH
eIUHBLIM LIEeJIBIM.

Hto Obl, yAuBAAJCA OH, MOT pelUNTbCA Ha Takoit TPYyA?
3mech TpeGoBaNOCh U TepIEHHE, W YMeHHe, H BpeMd.

OH mocTapaJjicsi pa3o0paThbCA. KaK e OGbLIH CIIeTeHb! CYdbd,
HO HHYEro He INOHAJ. Bce OBLIO Tak 3amyTaHO, YTO Ka3aJioCh
CIIJIOIIHOH MacCCOH.

HeMHO¥KO nepefJOXHYB M BOCCTaHOBHB JbIXaHHE, OH IpO-
JOJHHJ IIYyTh, NPOOUPAACh CKBO3b BETKH U Ty4d MOCKHTOB.

ITonemHOry pepeBbA mopefenu, Tak 4ro [Joitnm Bujgen yie
Brepegu cHHee He60. MeCTHOCT, BBIPOBHAJNACh, HO OH He

CcMOI' MPHGABHTH INAry — HKPHI HOT CBOJHJO OT YCTaJOCTH,
W eMy [PHLULIIOCH YHOBJIETBOPUTHCA NpPEHHEH CKOPOCTHIO Iie-
PEIBUIMEHHUS.

Haxoneny on BbIpBajicd Ha moasny. C samaja mpHJeTes CBe-
UM BeTep, M MOCKHTbl HCYE3JIH, €CJIM He CYHTATh TEX, KOTO-
pble yMOGHO YCTPOHJHMCH B CRJIAAKAX MHAMKAKa.

Join 6pocuicss Ha TpaBy W paclpocrepcs, AbIa, Kayg H3-
MydeHHbI#t mec. Ilepeq HHUM MeHbIle 4YeM B CTa SApPAAxX BHJA-
Henach orpaja Gepmbi Metkancda. Ona, kak Giectamas 3med,
NpOTAHYJACh IO CKJIOHaM XOJMOB. Ilepem Hel HOIOJHHTENb-
HBEIM NPENATCTBHEM TAHYJAACh WIMPOKAs II0JI0CA COPHAKOB, KAk
6yATO KTO-TO BCKONAJ 3€MJI0 BJOJbL H3TOPOAM H IOCEA] COp-
HAKH, KaK CeHT MIIeHHIY.

Jlaseko Ha XOJIME CpeflH KPOH JepPeBbeB BHIHEIHCH HESCHbIe
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KPBIIH. A K 3amafly OT 3[jaHHH PACKHHYJIHChb Ccaf, AJMHHHBIE pse
Jibl iepeBbeB.

HurepecHo, mnoaymana /[loia, 5To HUrpa BOOOpaKeHHA HIH
AelicTBUTeNbHO (popMa fAepeBbeB Oblja TaKOH #ie, KaK y TOrO
AepeBa B ropoackom cagy Merranda? M Toabko s BooOpamie-
HHe NOACKA3bIBAJI0 €My, YTO 3€JIEHBIH I[BET JIUCTHEB OTJIMYAJICH
OT 3eJIGHH JIeCHBIX [epeBbeB H Kas3aJjiCd TaKUM e, KaK LBeT
HOBEHBKHX JIOJIJIAPOB?

ConHue NajIuI0 €My B CIOHHY, W OH IIOYYBCTBOBaJ Teio
CKBO3b IIpocoxiuyi pybamry. ITocmorpen Ha dacel. Beuio yise
GoJsibIlle TPEX.

Jloiin cHOBa BB3IMIAHYJ B CTOPOHY cajia H Ha 3TOT pas
YBHAEN CpefH  JepeBbeB  HECKONBKO  MaJIeHbKHX  Uryp.
OH Hampsarcd, 4To0bi PasIAfeTb, KTO 5T0, H €My II0Ka3aJjoch,
YTO OHHM IOXOMH Ha POJLI.

Hoin Havan mnepeOHpaTh pasNHYHble BapHAHTHl IMOBENEHHA
Ha caydaif, ecnu He Haifer MeTkaada, M caMbIM Pa3yMHBLIM
eMy I@OKasaJoch 3abparbca B caj. OH momaJsena, 4TO He 3a-
XBaTHI € CO0OH Mellka H3-IOJ caxapa, KOTOPBIH faja eMmy
Meii6J1.

Becnokonna ero u H3rOPofb, HO OH OTOTHANA H 3TY MBICIb.
On Oyner aymaTh O Hel, KOrfa IOROHAeT BpeMs IepesesaThb
yepes Hee.

Jymaa Tak, OH NOJ3 N0 TpaBe, U y HEro 3TO HEMNJOXO IO-
jgydanock. OH y#e po6paicA [O IOJOCHI COPHAKOB, M HHKTO
eme ero He 3amerwya. Hax Toabko OH 3abepeTcs B COPHAKH,
fyner Jerde, moTOMy YTO TaM MOMHO cnpsaratbcad. OH NOA-
KpajfieTcsd K caMOH H3TOPOJH.

OH J01I0J3 [0 COPHAKOB M B3JAPOTHYJ, YBHJEB, 4YTO JTO cCa-
Mble TyCThle 3apOCIH KPAaIHBBLI, KaKHE eMy KOTAa-TH60 IIpH-
XOJHJIOCH BUJETH.

OH HpOTAHYN DYKY, H KpamuBa oGoxkria ee. Hax oca. OH
moTEP PYRY.




Torna OH NPHUNORHAJNCH, YTOGHI B3aTVIAHYTh 4Yepe3 KpPamuBy.
OnuH U3 POJIT CIYCKAJCA IO CKJIOHY K H3IOPOAH, H Telepb ViKe
He ObIJIO HUKAKOTO COMHEHHSs, 4TO IOJ AePEeBbAMH ObLIM HMEHHO
POJLIBL.

Jloiin HBIPDHYJ 3a KpamuBy, HAfeACh, 4TO POJIla €ro He 3a-
metus. OH Jjieman HHYKOM Ha TpaBe. COJHIE IEKJIO, H JIajJO0Hb
ero, o6OMMeHHAsA KPAmHBOH, ropejia Kak ommapedHas. M ymxe
HeJIb3fl ObLIO PeIINTb, YTO XyHe: MOCHKHTHBbIe YKYChl HJH Kpa-
NHBHBIA OMOT.

Joiin 3aMeTHs, 4TO KpamHBa KOJBIIIETCHA, GYATO MOJ BETPOM,
9TO OBbLIO CTPAHHO, MOTOMY UTO BeTep KaK pa3 3aTHX.

HpamuBa npojo/ala KOJbIXaThCsA M, HAKOHEI, pasollIach
B CTOPOHBI, 06pa30BaB AOPOMKKY OT Hero K wusropogu. CrebuH,
YyTo OBLIM CIpaBa, JerJdH HaOpaBo H IpPHIKAIHCh K 3eMie,
a cTe6JHu, 4TO OBILIM CJeBa, CHJIOHHJIHCH HajneBo. M BOT mepeq
HHUM OblJla TPONHHKA, IO KOTOPOH MOMHO OblIO NPOHTH K camoi
H3TOPOJH.

Posnna crosan 3a H3ropojbio, U Ha TPYAH Y Hero ropejia fAp-
Kag HaANKCh HEeYaTHbIMH OYKBaMH:

noaoviiu CroaA, NMoJOHOR.

Jloiin HeCKROMBKO cexyHJ Koje6aica. To, 4To ero o6HapyMH-
JIM, HHKYyJa He roguioch. Temepb Yy HaBepHsKA BCe TPYABI H
IIPeIOCTOPOMKHOCTH NPONAJH AapoOM M TauTbCA Jajbliie B TpaBe
He HMeNO HUKakoro cmbicja. OH yBuAeJ, YTO APYTHe DPOJIJIBI
CIIYCKAJUCh TO CHJIOHY K HM3TOPOAH, TOTJA KaK INepBbl Ipo-
JOKAJ CTOSITh, He TacsA NPUIVIACHTEJbHOM HAAINHUCH Ha TPYRH.

INorom OykBbl moraciaud. Ho kpammBa MNpojoJsKaja JewaTh,
H JJOPOMKa OCTaBaJjlach CBOGOAHOH. Ponnbl, KOTOpPbIE CIYyCKAJIUCh
IO CKJIOHY, TOMe IIOfOLIJIM K H3rOPOAH, U BCe IATh — HX ObLIO
nATh — BBICTPOMJIHCH B PAXN.

Y mnepBoro Ha IpyAH 3aropelsach
HOBAsl HAIINCH:

TPU POJIJIBI IIPOITAJIH.

A Ha TPYyIH BTOPOI'O 3aMKIJIOCH:

Tbhl HAM MONKEIIbL COOB-

IIMUTL?
Y Tpernero:
MbI XOTHM C TOBOM IIOTO-
BOPHUTbD.

Y uerBeproro:
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O TEX. KTO IPOITAJIL
Y nsroro:

ITOHAJYHUCTA, IOAONAH, TIOOOHOK.

Jloitn mopgHANCA ¢ 3eMJIH. OTO MOIJIO GbITh JOBYWIKOH. Yero
OH JoObeTcA, pas3roBapuBasg ¢ poJsiamu? Ho orcrymate G6blIo
NMO3JHO: OH MOI BOBCE JHIIUTHCA BO3MOMKHOCTH IMOHOUTH K H3-
TOPOAH.

C He3aBHCHMBIM BHAOM OH MeAJIEHHO IIOLIEJ II0 HOPOMKKE.

IToomress k¥ H3rOPOAH H CeJ Ha 3eMJIIO, TaK YTO €ro roJosa
6bl1a Ha OAHOM YPOBHE C TOJIOBAMH POJLI.

— f 3Halv, rfje OAHH H3 HHX, — CKaszaJ OH, — HO He
3Haro, r/:Le iBa prmx

bl 3HAEIIb OB OHOM, KOTOPbIN BbIJI
B I'OPOJE C METKAJI®OM?
— IIpaBuiabHO.
Tbl HAM CKAMH, T'JE OH.
— B o6men.
Bce mATepo 3amriH HaQMHCH:
OBEMEH?

— §1 Bam cramy, I'file OH, a Bbl BIYCTHTE MEHA B Caj Ha
Yyac, HOYbIO, Tak 4ToObl MeTkaJjd He 3Haj. A IOTOM BBIIYCTHTE
o6paTHo.

OHH NOCOBELIAJNHCh — HA TPYAH Y KaMAOTO BCIBIXHBAJH He-
NOHATHbIe 3HAYKH. IIOTOM OHM IOBEPHYJNHCH K HEMY H BBICTPOU-
JIMCh IIJIEYOM K ILIeYy.

MBI 3TOI'O HE MOMKEM COEJIATD.
MbI 3AKJ/IOYUJIH COIVIAUIEHHE.
MBI JOAJIH CJIOBO.

MbI PACTHUM JOEHBI'U.
METKAJI® HX PACIIPOCTPAHHAET.

— §I 6Bl UX He cTajJ pacHpoCTpPaHATb, — CKaszaja [oia. —
H mory obemeth, 4T0 He OyAy HX pacmpocTpaHaTh. S ux cebe
OCTaBJIIO.

HE IIOHUJET, —

3aserca pouysa Ne 1,
— A uyTo 3TO0 3a corjameHue ¢ Merkanadom? Iloyemy sTO
BBl €r0 3aKJIOYHJIH?
U3 BJIATOAAPHOCTH, —
craszaa poJia Ne 2.
— He pa3sbirpeiBaiiTe MeHA. YyBCTBOBaTh  6J1arOgapHOCTD

Kk Merkaady...
OH HAHIIEJI HAC.
OH CITAC HAC.
OH 3AIIHIITAET HAC.
U MBbI Er'O CITPOCHJIU:
«4TO MBbI MOMEM MOJII BAC CHAEJIATBH?»
— Ara, a OH CKasaJ: BbIPaCTHTe MHe HEMHOMKO JeHer.
OH CKA3AJI, 4YTO IIJIAHETA
HYHOAETCA B JEHBI'AX.
OH CKA3AJI, YTO AEHBI'H
CAEJAIOT CYHACTJINBBIMHU
BCEX IIOJOHKOB BPOJE TEBA.
— UYepra ¢ gBal — ckasaa Join ¢ HerogoBaHHEM.
MbI UX PACTHM.
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OH HX PACIPOCTPAHAET.
COBMECTHBIMH YCHJ/IHAMH MbI
CAEJAEM BCIO IIJIAHETY
CYACTJ/IHBOM.
— Her, BBl TOJBKO IIOCMOTPHTE, KaKasg MHJIAd KOMIIAHHA

MHCCHOHepOB!
MbI TEBSI HE ITIOHUMAEM.
— Muccuonepsl. JI10qH, KOTOpble 3aHHMAIOTCA BCAKHMH Gia-
rOTBOPUTEJBHBIMH fAenamu. TBopAT RoOpble fAeda.

MbI OEJIAJIH JOBPLIE JEJIA
HA MHOI'X IIJIAHETAX.
IIOYEMY HE [JEJIATH
AOBPBIE AOEJIA 3JECBH?
— A 1npu yeM TYT HAEHBIH?
TAK CHKA3AJI METKA/JIOD.
OH CHKA3AJI, YTO HA IIJIAHETE BCEI'O JOCTATOYHO,
TOJIBKO HE XBATAET JIEHET.
— A rpe Te ApyrHe pPOJIBI, KOTOpbIE Ipomaju?
OHH HE COIVIACHBI. OHH YIIJIH.
MBI OYEHb BOJIHYEMCS — 4YTO C HHMH?

— BbI He npunuiM K o0lieMy MHEHHIO IIO YacTH TOTO, CTOHT
JIH pacTUTb AeHbru? OHH, HaBepPHO, AYMaJIH, 4TO Jydllle PACTHThb
4YTO-HHOYAL Apyroe?

MbI HE COIVIACHbI OTHOCHTEJILHO
METKAJI®A. TE CYHUTAIOT, YTO OH
- HAC OBMAHBIBAET.
OCTAJIBHBIE JYMAIOT, 4YTO OH
BJIA'OPOAHbLIN YEJ/IOBEK.

«Bor TeGe u kommaHusa! — moayman Join. — Hugero ceGe,
6JIarOPOJHbIH YeJIOBEK!»

MbI T'OBOPHJIM OJOCTATOYHO.
TEIIEPb ITPOLJAH.

OHH MOBEpHYJNHCh, KaK N0 KOMaHAe, W 3allaraju MO CKIIOHY
o6paTHO K cafy.

— Oi! — kpurHyJa JloHa, BCKakuBas Ha HOTH.

Csanu pasjajoch IUypIIaHHe, H OH OOEPHYJCHA.

KpanuBa pacnpaMuIach H 3aKpblia JOPOKKY.

— O#il — KpPUKHYJ OH CHOBa, HO pPOJUIBI HE OGPATHIH HA
Hero HHKAKOro BHUMaHHA. OHM @OpoJOJManu B30OHpAaTbCA Ha
XOJIM. .

Joia cTOAN Ha BBITONTAHHOM Y4YacTKe, a BOKPYT IOJHHMAJach
CTeHOH KpamuBa — JIMCTbA ee IOOJeCKHBaJM IOA COJHIEM.
HpanuBa mporsHynack (pyToB Ha CTO OT H3TOPOAH M AOCTaBaJja
Joiny po miaed.

HoHeyHO, 4YeJIOBeK MOMKET HpoOpaThCi CKBO3b KpamuBy. Ee
MOMHQ pa3fBUraTb GOTHHKAMH, TONTAaTb, HO BpeMsA OT BpPEMeHH
oHa Oyfmer eub, U, NOKA BbIOepelIbCA HapyXky, OyAellb BecCh
obomeH nfo Kocrei. Jla W xodeTcAa JH eMy BbIOpaThCA OT-
coga?

B KOHIle KOHIOB OH Obl1 He B XYALIeM IIOJIOMEHHHU, YeM
panblte. MoieTt, game B jydmeM. Beab oH 6Ge360Jie3HEHHO MPO-
6Gpasici CKBO3b KpanuBy. IIpaBha, poJJibl NpeaaTesbCKA OCTaBH-
JM ero 3[ech.
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Her HHKAKOrO CMbICTa, MOAYMaJ OH, IpobHpaThCA celvac 06-
patHo. Begb Bce paBHO NIPHAETCA BO3BPALATLCA TEM Ke IIYTEM,
4TOObl AOOPATBCA N0 H3TOPOMH.

OH He cmesn mepese3Th Yepe3 HBTOPOAb, IIOKA He CTEMHEJO.
Ho u pmeBathbcsi GoJibllle GbLIO HEKY[A.

ITpucMOTPEBIIHCE K HM3rOPOAM, OH MOHSJ, YTO HepeGparhbCs
gepe3 Hee OyneT HeJerxo. BoceMb (pyTOB MeTaslJIMYECKOH CETKH
H I0BepXy TPU psAfa KOJIOUEH IPOBOJIOKH, IPHKpPENJIeHHOH
K OpyCbsAM, HAaKJIOHEHHBIM HA BHEIIHIO CTOPOHY.

Cpasy 3a HBropojbl0 CTOAJ CTapblii 1y, H, ecju Gbl Y HETO
6blia BepeBKa, OH MOr Obl B3aKHHYTh €€ Ha BeTBH [y0a, HO
BEPEeBKH y Hero He ObLIO, TaK 4TO NIpPHAETCA OGOHTHCH 0e3 Hee.

OH npHmKancs K 3eMie ¥ MOYYBCTBOBaJ cels OYeHb HECUacT-
HbIM. Tejio CafHMJIO OT MOCKHUTHBIX YKYCOB, pyKa Tropeia OT
KpPamuBHOIO OM¥Ora, HBLLIH HOTA W llapalldHbl Ha I'PYyAH, a KpoMme
TOTO, OH He NPHUBBIK K TaKOMY ApKoMy coaHiy. Ho Bcemy pas-
6osesica 3y6. DTOro euie He xBaTaJo!

On uuxHyJ, 60Jb OTJAJach B ToJioBe, M 3y6 3a6oJes ele
cuiibHee. «B HU3HHM He BHAaJ TAaKOH KpamHBbll» — CKasal OH
cebe, ycTajo pasrisagbiBasg MOTYyYHE CTebJIH.

IToutn HaBepHSKAa POJJbl nomoriau MeTkandy ee BBIPACTUTD.
Y poan HemI0X0 MONYYasOCh C PACTEHUAMH. Y €CJIH OHH yMYy-
JPHIHCH BbIPACTUTL [EHEMKHble [epeBbsA, B3HAYHT, OHH MOIJH
COTBOPUTb KakHe Xxodemb pacTeHud. OH BCIOMHHJ, KaK poJjia
3aCTaBHJI KPANUBY yJjeybCcd H OCBOOOAMUTH [JJIA HEro MAOPOMKKY.
HaBepHAKa 3TO CHesiaJl UMEHHO PCJJa, IOTOMY 4TO Berpa IOY-
TH He 6bl10, a ecau Obl jame Berep H ObljI,” OH BCe PaBHO He
MOr OblI AYTb Cpa3y B [Be CTOPOHLI.

OH HHKOTZa He CJBIAJ HH O KOM, IIOXOHeM Ha POJUI. A OHH
TOBOPHJH 4YTO-TO O JOOPBIX fAesjax Ha Apyrux nnaHetrax. Ho dro
6bl OHU TaM HHU [JeJIaJid Ha APYIHX IUIaHeTaxX, Ha 3TOH HX ABHO
TIPOBEJIH.

®unaHTponsl, mogymMaJs oH. MuccHoHepbl, MOMeT OBbITh, H3
Apyroro mupa. Kommanna upgeanucroB. M Bor momanauch Ha nJja-
HeTe, KOTOpas, MOMeT ObiTh, HHYEM HEe IIOXOMa HH Ha OJHUH
H3 MHPOB, B KOTOPBHIX OHH ITOGBIBAJIH.

ITonumaloT JIM OHH, HOAYMaJ OH, YTO Takoe AeHbru? HaTtepec-
HO, 4TO 3a Gaiiky mpemoaHec uM Merkand?

Bupgno, Merkand 6bln1 mepBBIM, KTO Ha HHX HATOJKHYJCA.
H on, KaK YeJIOBEK ONbBITHBIH B JeHEWHBIX [ejax H B obpauie-
HHH C JIIOAbMH, CPasy IOHSAJ, KaK BOCIOJb30BaTbCA CYACTAHBOH
Bcrpeueit. K Tomy me y Merkanda ecTs oprasMsanud, rasr-
crepckad 0aHJa, XOPOIIO YCBOHBINAA 3aKOHBI CaMOCOXPAaHEeHHA,
TaK 4TO OHa CMOIJIa OGECHedYHTh HYMHYI0 CeKpeTHOCTb. OJHOMY
YyeJIOBeKy Obl He CIIPaBHTHLCA.

Bor Tak poss B IPOBEJH, MMOJHOCTBIO OAYpauuau. XoTd Hellb-
37 ObLIO CKAa3aTh, YTO BTH POJJIbl raynbl. OHH BBIYUHIH A3BIK.
U He TOJBKO pa3rOBOPHBIH, HO W NHCATh HAYYHJIHCh H COOOpa-
kalor Hemioxo. OHH, HaBepHoe, Jame YMHee, 4eM KamKyTcd.
Benp Memay co0of oHM 00lIaloTcA 6e33BYyYHO, a IPHYYHIHCh
e pasbupaTh 3BYHH JIOAEH.

ConHnie flaBHO Y HMCYe3JI0 3a KPamUBHbIMH 3apociaMH. CHo-
PO HACTYIAT CyMEDKH, H TOrAa, ckasaJ cebe Jloin, Mbl mpHMeM-
ca 3a feJo.
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C3aau KpanuBa 3allypliajia, H OH BCKOUMJI. MomeT ObITh, IO-
AyMaJl OH JIHXOPaJ0YHO, MOPOMKA CHOBA OTKDBbIIach. MomeT
ObITb, JOPOMKA OTKPBIBAETCA ABTOMATHYECKH, B OIpPeJeJIeHHBIE
Yachl.

JTo OBLIO [0 KaKOH-TO cTemeHH mpaBpoi. Jopoxka W B ca-
MOM feJie OTKpblIack. U mo Heit men emie oguH poJiia. Kpanu-
Ba paccTymaJjiach Iepefl HHM H CMbIKajJach, KaK TOJBKO OH IpO-
XOAHIL

Ponna nopomen x oitny.

AOBPbLIVI BEYEP, IIOJOHOK.

OT0 He MOr ObITH pOJIIA, 3alePThli B OaramuHuke. IT0, AOJ-
HHO OBITH, OJMH H2 TeX, YTO OTKa3aJHCh ydyacTBOBATh B Je-
HEHHOM Jlee.

Tbl BOJIbHOX?

— Bce uemercs, — ckazan Joiln, — ¥ 3y6 GOJNMT, H HaMK-
JIbIH pa3, Kak YUXHY, KameTcdA, IOJIOBA PAaCKaJBIBAETCA.

‘ MOr'y IIOYHMHHTD.

— Pasymeercd, Thl MOMeEIlb BBIPACTUTH AaNTeYHOE [epeBo,
Ha KamOOM BeTKe KOTOPOro OYAyT pacTH TabJeTKH, U OHHTHI,

BCAKAA 4Yemyxa.
OYEHDb ITPOCTO.

— Hy nagao, — ckasan [Moin u 3amonuan. OH mopymad.
YTO H B CaMOM jeJie JJIs POJIJIbl 3TO MOMET ObIThb OYeHBb IPOCTG
B KOHIIE KOHIOB GOJBIIMHCTBO JIEKAPCTB [0ObIBaeTCA H3 pa-
CTeHHH, a Yy HHUKTO He CPABHHUTCA C POJJIAMH N0 YacTH Bbi-
palHBaHHA AMKOBHHHBIX PaCTeHHH.

— Tpl MoMeIlnlb MHe HOMOYb, — CKazadl Jlolin ¢ 9HTy3Ha3
MoM. — TbI MOMeEIb JIEYHTh pasHble 60e3HH. Thl MOMEHb Aa:
Me HaHTH CpPeJCTBO IIPOTHB PaKa H HB300PECTH UTO-HUOYAb, 4TC
Oynmer JeYuTh ceppAeuHble GoJsiesHH. [la, BO3bMEM, K IpuUMepy,
OGBIYHYIO IPOCTYAY...

INPOCTH, APV,
HO MLI C BAMH HE XOTHM
HUMETL. HUYEI'O OBIIEI'O.
BBl HAC BBICTABUWJIM HA ITOCMEHIHUIIE.

— Ara, 3HaYuT, Thl OOHH H3 TeX, KTo yb6eman? — CcKasax
Ho#in ¢ HeKoTOpbIM BOJIHEHMeM B roJjoce. — Tbl packycHn
urpy Merranda...

Ho ponna yme He caymas ero. OH Kak-TO IOATAHYJCA, CTal
Bbillle H TOHbIIE, H TyObl €r0 CNOMHINCHL B KPYMOK, OyATO OH
co6upanca KpHEHYyTb. HoO OH He wu3Jal HH eAWHOTO 3BYKa.
Hu 3Byka, HO OIIyllleHHe B BO3JAyXe Takoe, 4To 3yOnl y [MHoiina
3acTyyajd. OTO OBLIO YAUBUTENBHO — OIIYIIEHHE BOIAILETC
y¥aca B THIIHHE CyMepeK, KOTAa BeTep THXO O06JeTas TeMHew-
LIHe AepeBbs, LIypllaja KpamuBa, M BAAJU KPHYaja ITHLA, BO3
BpallaBIIasacd B IHe3JO.

ITo fApyryno CTOpPOHYy H3rOpOAH pas3fjajuch 3BYKH IIAaroB, K
B TIyCTeIOLIUX cyMmepkax JloHyg yBHAENA HATb pPOJAJ, Oeryuus
BHH3 II0 CKJIOHY. ,

Yro-To mpoucxogut, noayman Hoin. OH 6bl1 B 5TOM yBepeH.
OH OMmYTHJ Cepbe3HOCTh MOMEHTa, HO HE IIOHHMAJ, YTO Obf
8TO MOIJIO OBbITh.
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Pomjla pajom ¢ HMM [OCJHaJ HEYTO BpOe KPHKA, KPHUKA
CJMIIKOM BBICOKOIO, 4TOObl €r0 MOIJIO YJIOBHTBb 4YeJIOBeYeCKoe
yX0, u Temepb, YCJBIIIAB BTOT KPHK, POJJBI U3 caja Oemaln
K HeMy.

IIaTe pPOJIA ROCTHUIMIM H3TOPOJAM H BBHICTPOHJIHCH BHOJL Hee.
Ha rpyaum ux nepenuBaluch HENOHATHbIE 3HAYKM H OYKBBI HX
popHOro sAspika. M rpyap Toro, 4To crTosAa psagom ¢ [oitnoMm,
TOMHe CBeTHJAach HENOHATHBIMM 3HAYKaMH, KOTOPble MEHSJIHCH
Tak OBICTPO, YTO KAa3aJHCh IKHUBbIMH.

Jro cnop, mopgymas Hoin. IlsTepo 3a H3ropoAbi0 CIOPUIH
C TeM, KTO CTOAJ CHAPYMH, H B CIOPE YyBCTBOBAJIOCH HANpPs-
KeHHe.

"A o0H cTOAN 3Jecb, KaK HEBUHHbIH INPOXOMHI, IIOMaABIIHI
B CaMyl0 TYLIy CeMeHHOro CKaupaaJa.

Poanpl mMaxanug pykamH, H B CIyCKaiolieiicA TeMHOTe 3HAKHU
Ha HiX, KasajoCh, CTaJH fApde.

Hoynasa nTuua ¢ KpHKOM mpoJsieresa Eaf Hamu, u Jo#n mon-
HfJI. TOIOBY, YTOOBI IOCMOTPETh, YTO STO 3a NTHLIA, U TYT ¥Ke
yBufea $Purypnl Jofet, Oeryuipx K H3ropoyd. CHIYdThl HX
SICHO BHAHeJHCb Ha (poHe Gosiee CBeTJIOrO Heba.

— Onmnacnocrb! — kpukyyn Joia B yauBHiCS, 3a4eM STO OH
KPHYHT H TI0YeMy.

YcnplliaB ero KpHK, OATh POJI 00EpHYJMCh, M HA HHX IIO-
ABHJINCh OJHHAKOBbIE CHMBOJIbI, Kak OYJATO OHH BHE3amHO 000
BCEM J[OI'OBOPHJIHCE.

Paspnanca tpeck, u Jo#ia croBa moausan ronoBy. OH yBHAe,
YTO CTapbifi Ay6 KJOHHTCS IO HANpaBJeHUI0O K H3TOPOAH, KaK
6yATO THUraHTCKasA pyKa ToJKaeT ero. JlepeBo KJIOHWJIOCH BCe
6bICTpee M, HaKOHel, C CHJOH yAapujo IO H3ropofH. [oia mo-
HAJ, YTO mopa Gemarhb.

OH OTCTYNHJ Ha ILIAT, HO KOT[a OIYCTHJ HOT'Y, TO He OGHapy-
wHua semad. OH C CeKYHAY CcTapaljcs YHAepHarb paBHOBeCHe,
HO He CMOT' M CBAaJH/IACA B AMY, MU TYT e HAjJ ero TOJOBOH
paspgajics IPoOXOT, U TPOMajHOe JepeBO, pPa3opBaB H3rOPOAb,
ymano Ha 3eMJIo.

Hoin neman THXO, He cmes nomeBedutbess. OH oKasajics
B KakoH-To KaHaBe. OHa Obljia Hernay6Gokas, QyTa TPH, He GOJb-
e, HO OH ymaJj OYeHb HeYJAAayHO ¥ NIPSMO B CIHHY €My BOHBHJI-
csa kameHb. Haj HMM HaBHCaJla IYTAHHUA BETBEH H CydYbeB —
BepmuLoi Ay6 3akpbld KaHaBy. Ilo BeTBAM npobemalt poJia.
On Gemas Kypga ObICTpee H THINE, YeM MOMKHO OBLIO MpEJIo-
JIOHHTD. _

— OHU Tyfa mobemanu, — IMpoHsHec rojoc. — B mec. Ux
HeJlerko Oyjer Ha#TH.

Emy orBerun rosoc Metramuda:

— Hapo naiity ux, Buaia. Mbl He MOMEM [OIYCTUTb, YTOOBI
OHH cOemau.

Ilocne nays3m Buan orBerum:

— He nonumar, uyro aT0 B HHX B3acejo. OHH, Ka3ajoCh,
OBbLJIM BIIOJIHE JOBOJIbHBI.

Mertkang BwIpyraucs:

— 9710 BCce dotorpad. Hy, ToT camblii mapeHb, KOTODBIH 3a-
Je3 Ha JepeBo H cOGema or MeHA. S He 3HAI0, 4TO OH Haje-
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JIal B 4TO ellle HajeslaeT, HO MOTY HOKJACTBCA, 4TO OH B 3TOM
3amemiaH. M OH rae-HHOyAb 3[€eChb.

Bunn HemHoro otomeds, u Mergaad crasam:

— Eciau OoH BaM BCTPETHTCs, Bbl 3HaeTe, KaK IOCTYHOHTb.

— HKoneyHo, 6occ.

— CpejaHero pocTa, MaJOXOJbHBIH.

Onu ucuesnu. [oHJ cJbliad, KaK OHA IPOOGHPAIOTCA CKBO3b
KpanuBy, KpoA ee IOCJeJHUMH CJIOBaMH.

Hoitn moemuncs.

Emy Hapo ObLIO BbIGHPATbCA OTCIO[A, U KAaK MOMKHO CHOpee,
NOTOMY 4TO CKOPO B3OHAET JyHA.

Merkand u ero MaJbyHKM LIYTHTh He co6upatuch. OHu He
MOIJIH II03BOJIUTH, YTOOBI MX OAYPAYMJIH B TakoMm jJesje. Ecau
OHH €ro 3aMeTAT, BepHee BCEro, OHH OYAYT CTPeasTh 6e3 Ipe-
AyIpewaeHus.

Cefiyac, KOT[a BCe OXOTATCA 3a poJulaMH, OblI IIaHC 3a-
6paTbca He3aMeTHO B caj. XorTsd, BepHee Bcero, Mertkanad ocra-
BHJ CBOHX JIOJeH CTOPOMUTH [JepeBb.

Hoiin mogymall HEMHOTO H OTKa3aJCsg OT JTOH MBICJIH. JIyq-
1iee, YTO OCTAJOCh €My B €ro IIOJIOEHHH, — 3TO A06paThbCs
KaK MOMHO CKOpee A0 MAaIIMHBI H yeXaThb OTCIOfa MOAaJiblue.

OH OCTOPOMKHO BBINOJI3 M3 KaHaBbl. HexoTopoe Bpems OH IpO-
CHeJ Cpelu BeTBeill, mpucJaymuBasgch. Hu 3ByKa.

OH mpolliesl CKBO3b KpaIlMBY, CJAEAYA MO IYTH, NPOTONTAaH-
HOMY JIIO[bMH.

H noGexan mo ckJoOHy K Jiecy. Brmepeau paspaljics KPHK, H
OH OCTaHOBHJICA, 3amep. Ilorom Bo306HOBUA Oer, podpaicd A0
NepBBIX KYCTOB H 3aJier.

Bapyr oH yBHAeJ, KaK U3 Jiecy, HIONHHMAfACh Haj BepIIHHAMH
JepeBbeB, IOKa3alca ONegHbId CUNYy3T. IlepBble JIy4H JYHHOTO
cBeTa MOGJIECKHBAJIM Ha HeM. OTa Belllb OCTaBJAJIa 3a Co60H
cBerAmuica ciael. OHa Oblia OCTPOH CRepXy H paclIUpAaach
KHH3y — CJIOBOM, TIOXOAHWJA Ha JIETAILIYI0 POMAECTBEHCHKYIO
€JIRY.

Bueszanuno [cia BCOMHHJ O 3aBajle B OBpare, CIJIETEHHOM
Ta}é npouyHo. M Torja oH MOHAJ, YTO STO 3a €JKa JeTHT II0
HeOY.

Poanesl paboTajyd ¢ pacTeHHAMH, Kak JIIOAH C MeTajJaMH.
Eci OHH MOIJIM BBIPACTHTH HEeHEKHOE JEPEBO H HOCIYLIHYIO
KpanuBy, TO BbIPAaCTHTb KOCMHYECKHH Kopabjb [Js HUX He
COCTaBJIANO GOJBIIOr0 TPYAA.

Kopabab, kazajioch, ABHTajca MeAJeHHo. C Hero CBellMBa-
JIOCh HEYTO BpOjle KaHaTa, HAa KOHIE KOTOpOoro 60JTajJoCh YTo-
TO Bpoje KykJabl. Hykna kopuunach W H3[aBajla BH3IVIUBbIE
KPHKH.

Kro-ro xpuuanx B Jjecy:

— 3ro 6oce! Buaa, ma cpenail Thl 4TO-HUOY[b!

Ho 6bL10 sAAcHO, 4T0 BHJIJ HHYEro He CMOMET CAeJaTh.

Jloitn BBICKOYMJI H3 KYCTOB H nobemaltl. Temepb camoe Bpems
CKPBITbCA OT 3THX Jofeil. OHH 3aHATBEl Cy[LbOOH 6occa, KOTO-
pblif BCe ellle fAepiKajcA 3a KaHAT — MOMKET ObiTb, AKOPHYIO
Henb KopabJsd, a MOMeT ObITh, IIOXO INPUHAHTOBJEHHYH 4YacTb
06070uKkd. XOTA, IOPHHHMas BO BHUMaHHE HCKYCCTBO pOJUI,
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BPAA JIH MOMHO 6BLIO NONYCTHTH, WTO OHUM ILIOXO NPHHAHTOBH-
JIH KaKYHIO-HHOYAb YacTh Kopa6ns.

OH OTJHYHO MOT TIPEACTaBUTh, YTO CJAyYHJOCh: Merkaid yBu-
fieJl, KaK POJIIbl BJE3al0T B KOpabjb, U OPOCHJCA K HHM, KPH-
Ha, CTpendAd Ha XOAy, U B BTOT MOMEHT -KOpabjb MNOAHAJCH,
# CBHCAIOIIMH C HEero KaHaT KPEIKO OOBHJICA BOKPYI €ro HOTH.

Hoiin poctur Jeca W moGemaJ Aajbllieé BHH3 IO CKJOHY, My-
rasACh B KOPHSX, CIOThIKAACH, mMajas, NMOAHMMAasiCh, cHoBa. M Ge-
#aJl, IIOKa He yAapHuicA IOJIOBOH B JepeBO TaK, YTO HCKPHI IIO-
ChIIAINCh W3 ero IJas.

OH ces Ha 3eMJII0 M OIYNaa J06, yOemJeHHbIH, 4TO MPOJIO-
MHJI ToJioBY. Cnesbl JHJHCh, H3 IJIa3 M CTEKaJH II0 IIeKaMm.
Ho 5106 ne OblT MPOJIOMJEH, H KPOBH He ObLIO, XOTSI HOC 3a-
METHO pacmyx.

ITorom OH MOAHANCA M MeMAJIEHHO IOIIeJ fAajbllle, Ha OIIYIb
BbIOHpPAs MyTh, MOTOMY YTO, XOTh JIyHA M B30IlJIa, 1OX AePeBbs-
MH OBLIIO COBEPIIEHHO TEMHO.

Haxonen o goGpaJjicd [0 CYXOTOo pycyia pydbs H HOMIeN
Bhoab Hero. OH cHeNIHJ, BCIOMHHMB, uTo Mei#6J1 KaeT ero B ma-
muHe. Ona, BepHO, pa3o3iujach, mogymal OH. Benp oH obelrjal
BEPHYTHCA MO TEMHOTBHI.

OH CHOTKHYJ/CA O KYCOK IJIETeHBIX BeTBel, ocTaBIIHiicA
B oBpare. IIpoBes pyKOH IO MOYTH TIOJHPOBAHHOH NOBEPXHOCTH
3TOH TKAHH M IOCTApPAajCs IPefCTaBHTb, YTO CJIYYHJIOCH 3JeCh
HECKOJIBKO JIeT Hasaf. :

Kocmuuecku#t kopaGab, Nafalomuii Ha 3eMJI0, NOTEPSABUINH
KOHTPOJIb. MeTrand, KOTOpPbIH OKasajcid HENOAAJERY...

«Yept 3Haer, 4To GbIBAeT ‘B HAIIH JHU!» -— MOAYMas OH.

Ecau 61 um Berperuacs He Merkand, a KTo-HHOYAb APYTOH,
KTO QyMaeT He TOJBKO O [oJuiapax, Ternepb Obl MO Bceil 3emJe
MOryIi# Gbl pacTH PAJAMH JEpPeBEA H KYCThl, JAIOUIHe YelioBede-
CTBYy BCe, O YeM OHO MeYTaeT B CaMOM fejie, —— CpejicCTBa OT
BCex OoJe3Hel, HacTOAUlHE CpejcTBa OT OEJHOCTH M CTpaxa.
H momer 6bl1b, MHOTOE Jpyroe, 0 4eM Mbl ellle U HE JAOrajbl-
BaeMmcH.

Ho remepb OHH yJeTeNH, yJeTeJH B Kopabie, IOCTPOEHHOM
IBYMsI HENOBEPHBHIHMH POJUIAMH HOJ camMbiM Hocom Mert-
randa.

On mpogoyKaa OyTh, AyMas O TOM, YTO HaJempbl yesioBede-
CTBA TaK H He COBLTHCH, pa3pylIeHHbIe KATHOCTBIO M 37060,

Temepb ouu ynereau. «IlocToiiTe MHHYTKY, He BCe YJieTe-
gul» Ogun pojaJyia ocrajcA. Begb ero posia Jjemur B Oaram-
HUKe.

On npuGaBuJ miary.

«YTo He Temepb fAesaTh? — pasMblIIAa oH. — HampaBuTth-
c¢a npsamo B Bammuarron? Umu B ®BP?»

Yro Obl HH CJIYYHUJIOCH, OCTABIIMHCA poJaa JOJMEH IONAcTh
B HYNHble pykHd. M Tak ym CJHIIKOM MHOTO IOTepPAHO. Bojbiie
PHCKOBaTh Hesb3sl., ECaH posjia BCTPETHTCA C YYEHBIMH HJIH CBA-
HEeTCA C IPaBUTEJIBCTBOM, OH CMOMeT ellle MHOroe CAeNaThb.

OH HayaJ BOJHOBATLCA, HE CIYYHJIOCH JIH 9ero C poJIoH,
sanepThbiM B Garamuuke. OH BCIIOMHMJ, 4TO TOT CTydaJicH.

A 4yT0, eciiM OH 3aJ0XHETCA? A 4YTO, €CJIH OH XOTeJ CKas3aTh
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yro-T0 BamHoe? YTO, ecau y Hero Oblla cepbe3Had IPHYMHA,
H3-32 KOTOPOH OH CTydYals B OaramHuKe?

OHn 6exaJl I0 CyXoMy PyCJy, CKONb3A IO FajbKe, CIOTHIKAACH
0 BalgyHbl. MOCKHTBI JleTelH 3a HUM TyCTOH TydeHd, OH OTMaxH-
BaJICA OT HUX, OH TaK CIENINJ, YT0 He 3aMedas] HX YHKYCOB.

Tam, HaBepxy, G6anpma Merkaiada o0HpaeT AepeBbd, MORYMAl
OH, CpbiBag MHJJHOHBI JoJyaapoB. Temepp HX HUrpa KOHUYEHA,
M OHH 00 arom 3HalT. HM HMYero He ocraercd, Kak o0opBaik
JlepeBbs M HCUE3HYTh KaK MOMHO ObICTpee.

Bosmomno, pgeHemHble JepeBbsA TpebyiOT HENPEpPLIBHOTO Ha-
GJIIOfEHHST POJIJI, AAA TOrO YTOOBI NMPOHM3BOAUTH JEHBIH.

Ha mammuHy OH HATKHYJCA BHE3alHO, OOOLIEa ee B IOYTH
TIOJIHOM TeMHOTe H HOCTyd4asd B OKHO.

BuyTpu B3BH3rHyJa MeH6i.

— Bce B nopsaake! — xpukHyn [Moia. — 3Orto 4. f Bep
HyJICA.

Ona ornepia ABepb, H OH BCKapalKaJcid B Mamuny. Mei6n
NPHIKAJach K HeMy, U OH OOHAN ee.

— IIpoctn, — ckaszan od. — IIpocrH, uro A sanepmanca
— Bce B nopaake, Yax? — chnpocuiia OHa.
— JHla, — npomblyas OH. — MOMHO ckKasarb, YTO B IO-
panxe.
f Tak pajga, — crasana oHa oOJerdeHHo. — XOpoMmIo,

YTO BCe B NOpsAAKe. A TO posjia yberkad.

— Yo6eman? Pagu Gora, Meii6r...

— He 3auch, Yak. O Bce cTydaJ u cryyaJ. M mHe craio
ero xaJjko. fl, KoHeyHo, GosAnachb, HO MHe OBLJIO €ro B TamoM
Jlesie #aaro. Tak 4TO A OTHpPbLIA Oara®iHUK H BBINYCTHJIA €ro.
H Bce 6b10 B mopsapxe. OH oxazajics MHJIEHAIIMM CYIIECTBOM...

— Hrax, on ybeman, — crasan Joifs, Bce elle He [0 KOH-
na Bepd dTomy. — Ho, momer O6biTh, OH rje-HHUOyAb IIO coce,r{-
CTBY NIpAYETCs B TEMHOTe..

— Her, — B30xHYyJIa Meii6i1. — Ox noGesman 1o oBpary, Kak
cobaka, KOTa ee 30BeT XO3fAMH. BBLIO yEe TeMHO, HO s Gpo-
cujach BClen 3a HuUM. f 3Bazna ero, HO IOHHMaJa, 4TO OH ybe-
#MaJ U MHe ero He [JOTrHaTb. Bmpouem, 5TO yie He HIpaeT HH-
KakoH posd. Poana tebe Gosbule He HyxeH. IIpaBpa, MHe #aan-
KO, 4T0 OH y6eman. f 6p1 ¢ HuM moapymunacb. OH Tak HHTe-
PECHO TOBOPHJ, KyJa HHTepecHee, 4ueM Inonyraih. f nossasana
eMy JeHTOYKY Ha IIel0, MKeJTYH JIEHTOUKY, H OH CTaJd TaKoi
MHJIEHbKUH.

— Eme 6n1! — ckazan [oiin.

On Ayman o poJjute, JeTAmleM B TNPOCTPaHCTBE HAa TOJLKO
YTO BBIPallleHHOM KopabJye. OH HampaBideTci K  AaJeKOMY
COJIHILYy, YBO3d C CO00#, Momer ObITh, BeJIHYaillHe HaJem bl
gejIOBe4eCTBa, a Ha llee y Hero :Hejaras JEeHTOUKa.

fMepesen ¢ awrnuickoro Anekcaugp le
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