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Coobmenue ITykoBCKO¥ 0OCepBaTOPHU:

«B mpentestax CotHEUHOH crCTEMBI 3aMedyeHa HOBasi HEOOJIb-
masi KOMeTa; BBIYUCIEHUE €€ BJIEMEHTOB IIOKAa3bIBAET, UTO OHA
JIOJDKHA TIEpecedb 3eMHYI0 OpOUTY NMPUOJIN3UTEIBLHO B TO Bpe-
Ms, Korzia 3eMJisd Oy/ieT B IIyHKTeE IepecevueHus».

U eme npumeuanue:

«3JJIeMeHTaMHU KOMETbI Ha3bIBAIOTCsI BEJTMYUHBI, OIIPEIEIISIO-
1Y€ YCJIOBUSA ee OPOUTHI».

Bonpiie Huyero!

JIro610 1 citor yueHbix! beccTpacTHO, B KOPOTKUX, HO TOY-
HBIX BBIPQXKEHUAX, 0€3 MaJIeHIIIero MOBBIIIEHUA TOHA, Aaxe 6e3
BOCKJIMIIATEJIBHOTO 3HAKA M3BEIIAI0T OHHU HAC O OJIM3KOM KOH-
e 3emJIy, HaIlel MIJION 3eMJIH, KOTOpas JaeT HaM CTOJIBKO Iie-
yaJiedl, HO U MHOTO PajioCTel, KOTOpAs TaK PAAYIIHO yAEepP>KH-
BaeT Hac, KOT/Ia Mbl CTDEMHUMCsI YUTH, yJIeTeTh OT Hee, U C Ta-
KHUM Jpy:KesTro0reM IPUHUMAaET Hac K cebe, KOTJa Mbl HaKOHeI]
yCTaeM U IIeYaJIUThCA U pasioBaThes. U 3aTeM nmpumedanue, n6o
9TO TaK BaJKHO, TaK CyIIeCTBEHHO, TaK HEOOXOMMO 3HATH IIe-
pes caMbIM MOMEHTOM CMEPTH, UTO HA3bIBAETCS 3JIEMEHTAMHU
KOMETHI!

Ila, 6eccrpactHo! Ho 51 moxoJsiozest oT y»kaca, ysACHUB cebe
CMBICJI 3TOTO u3BecTHs. IIpe/IcTONUT, 3HAUNUT, CTOJTKHOBEHHE MHU-
POBBIX ITO€37I0B, M XOTS A HE ACTPOHOM, HO 3aTO KeJIE3HOAOPOXK-
HBIH CJTY?KAIUNA, 1 MHE CJIUIIKOM XOPOIIIO U3BECTHBI THOEITh-
HbIE Pe3yJIbTaThl OOOHBIX CTOJIKHOBEHHUH a’Ke B TEX CPABHHU-
TeJIPHO MUHUATIOPHEHIIINX pa3Mepax, KaKue BO3MOKHBI Ha 3eM-
Jie. A, ¢ IpyToii CTOPOHBI, A 00/1a/1a10 HEKOTOPBIMU ITO3HAHUSA-
MU B aCTPOHOMUU U HU3UKE, BeChMa, ITPaB/a, c1abbIMU, HO JI0-
CTaTOYHBIMU JIJIS TOTO, YTOOBI IIOTEPATH HA/IEIK/Y HA CIIACEHHE
Jla>ke B TOM CJIy4dae, eCJIM CTOJIKHYBIIHECS MUPHI He OyayT pas-
OuTHI BIpebesru.

YaliHad JI03KKA BbINIAJIa U3 MOeU PYKH U Hajesasa CTpall-
HoTO 1myma. JKeHa yZAuBIeHHO B3IJIAHYJIa HA MEHA:

— Yro ¢ To60#?



A moJie3 3a JIOKKOM II0JT CTOJI M OTTYZla COCJIajIcs HAa BHeE-
3aIHOE KOJIOThe B OOKY. fI He X0oTeJs cpa3y oropoIiruBarh Bepy
HCTUHOM, HO mona u3 Cuuuibl B Xapuoby: keHa 00eCIoKOH-
J1ach, pa3BOJIHOBAJIACh, U 3aT€M BCe IIOILIO 110 OOBIYHOM, U3/1a-
BHa BBIPAOOTAHHOW MporpaMMe: CHayasia MOJIUJIUCh COBETHI C
yKa3aHHEM, YTO OHU JIABAJIMICh U PAHbIIE, 3aTeM HAYAJINCh Ce-
TOBAHUS, UTO 51 Y?KacCHO OecriedeH, HUKOT/Ia He CITYIIaCh Pa3yM-
HBIX COBETOB, He Oepery ce0s1, HUCKOJIBKO He 3a004yCh O ceMbe.
Hakowner sxeHa, oIIyTUB B ce0Oe Jjlap IIpOPOYECTBa, IIPeIPeKIa,
YTO 51 YMPY U He Jlajiee, KaK CEroJIHsI BEYepOM M, caMa IOpaKeH-
Has y?KacoOM 3TOTO MPeJICKa3aHusl, yIapUach B CJIE3bI.

OOBIKHOBEHHO $1 HE OTHOIIIYCh PABHOIYIITHO K €€ TOPI0; I10-
HHUMas Jla’ke, YTO OHO, KaK B JJAaHHOM cJIy4dae, 0€CCMBICJIEHHO U
STOUCTUYHO, I He MOTY He OBITh MPU3HATEIbHBIM 34 TO, YTO B
YyBCTBaX »KE€HBI MOSI IEPCOHA OTOXKECTBJISIETCS C ee COOCTBEH-
HOH, 1 MOM cTpajianusd (naxke (PUKTUBHBIE) JIEJIAIOTCS €€ CTpa-
nanusmu. [locienuee, mpasga, MeHs HECKOJILKO MYYHJIO, HO
CEpPIUTHCA 3a 3TO A He MoT. [TloaToMy, KOT/la JKeHa HaunHaIa
IJIAaKaTh, 1 OOBIKHOBEHHO OpaJl ee TOJIOBKY B CBOE pacmops-
JKEHHUE U Pa3HBIMH, TOKE U3JaBHA BEHIPAOOTaHHBIMU IIPHEMaMH
YCIIOKaWBaJI 3Ty IVIyIIEHbKYIO T0JI0BKY. Ho Temeps s cujen uc-
TyKaHOM U, O0OJITast JI0KKOU B CTaKaHe 4as, JyMal:

— Hy, gero ona mi1auetr? YTo 3HAUUT € HUUYTOKHOE TOpe
IIpU CPaBHEHUU C YUaCThIO, OKUJAIOIIEN U HAC, U BCeX JIIOZEH,
BCe KHUBYIIee Ha 3eMJie, Bech 3eMHOM map? He yTka v, ojiHa-
KO, 3TO?

A onate B35 razety. Het, uzpectue opunuanpaoe. Ho no-
yeMy He CKa3aHo, Korza 0y/ieT cToKHOBeHne? 1 nmotom, 4To
3HAYUT «IIPUOIN3UTETHEHO»? MOoKeT ObITh, ACTPOHOMBI 3a0JTy K-
natorcsa? MoxkeT ObITh, B BBIUYHCIIEHHs BKpasiach ommuoka? 1
3a4eM OHa TaK CHJIbHO ILJIadeTr?

A Bcranm u mogorien K Bepe, ¢ KOTOpoi OT MOEro paBHO-
JIyIIusl caestajach YK ucrepuka. Ha 3ToT pas mpuIIoch mpu-
MEHSATH BRIPAOOTaHHBIE MPAKTUKOUN IMPUEMBI YCIIOKOEHHS Hec-
KOJIBKO JI0JIbIIIEe I UHTEHCHUBHEE.

HakoHerl keHa HEMHOTO YCIIOKOWJIACh U, BCE €Ille BCXJIU-
IIbIBasl, IPOM3HECIIA IPOCUTETHHO:

— Bo3bMU cerogHs Telioe najabTo.



B0 Havasio wiOHA, U TepMoMeTp Peomiopa y:ke ceiuac
MOKa3bIBa +17° B TeHU. Sl mompoboBas ObLIO yKa3aTh HA 3TO,
MIPEJIBbIIAJI JKEHY TE€M, UTO B HACTOSAIIYI0 MUHYTY Ha JIBOPE Tell-
Jiee, UeM B KOMHAaTe, YTO S II0eZly BHYTPH BaroHa, a He Ha UM-
repuasie, HaKOHeEIl, CTPAIAJI €€, UTO BCIIOTEIO OT TEIJIOTO TasIb-
TO W, CHSIB €T0, ceiiuac ke MPOCTYKYCh Ha CKBO3HSKeE. AX,
HaJIesICs Ha JIOTUKY, HO OHA, Oe/iHas, OKa3ajiach O€CCUIbHOU,
KaK U BCerja, BIPOYeM, KOI/Ia BCTPEUaeTcs ¢ MpepaccyaKom!
JKena ympsiMo BOAMJIA JIMIIOM OT IIeYa K IIedy, 4TO, KaK U3-
BECTHO, IMEET Y Hac 3HAaUYEHHe PENUTEIHHOTO OTPUIIAHUSA, U
MTOBTOPSLJIA:

— Her. HeT, moxkanyticta! A To s Oyxy 60ATHCSA, UTO THI 3a-
XBopaelb. MokeT coOpaThes JT0XK/b.

JleiCTBUTEIbHO, COBEPIIIEHHO Oe300J1auHoe HeOO 3acTaB-
JISJIO 0XKUJIaTh C MUHYTHI HA MUHYTY JIOK/ISI. YCTYIIKa, OTHAKO,
ObLIa celaHa: JKeHa yyKe He MPOpHUIlaia KaTeropuyecKH, UTo
s1 3a00J1€10, & KPOTKO 3asIBJIsIA, UYTO OyzeT 60sAThes. UTO K ObI-
J10 fenath? f mpenas cebs B pyKU CyAb0Obl, HAJIesACh, UTO, aBOCh,
MOSI CUACT/IMBasA 3Be3/a CIIaceT MeHA OT BOCIAJIEeHHUS JIETKHX.
Bripouem, CTOMIIO JIM CIIOPUTDH O TAKOM ITycTsike? YKUTh Beb BCe
PaBHO He JI0JITO OCTAJIOCH.

IIpopoyskaTh MUTH Yal MPECTABIISIIIOCHh TOXKE OeCIleTbHBIM
3aHATHEM. f ozesics, Hajles TeIJIoe MaJbTO U OTIIPAaBUJICS Ha
CIIyKOy.

IIpoxois 1o ABOPY, s 3aMETHUJI, UTO JAETUIIIKHM HAIIUIA B IIe-
CKe SIMKY U CaKaJid Ty/a JIATYIIAT, U CAeJiajl CTPOTHH 3ampoc,
3aueM OHM BO3ATCSA C TaKOW IMakocThio. Ho Mos coOcTBeHHAs
JIEBUIIA, YCEP/IHO MOCHITNABINAsA TIECKOM Y3HUKOB, 3aMaxajia Ha
MeHS PYYKOU U 03a004YEHHO MpoJIeneTaa:

— He mecsii, nama; 3To HaM Hy3bHO JIJISI X031 CTBa.

Ilepen TakuM JOBOAOM HPUILIOCHh YMOJKHYTbh. f moiesno-
BaJI KPOIIIEYHYIO XO35HKY, K UeMy OHa, IOTJIOIeHHas OoJiee
BOKHBIMU MHTEPECAMH, OTHEC/IACh KpaliHe PaBHOJTYIIHO, ¥ HAII-
PaBUJICS CBOUM IIyTEM.

He noiifsa eme 10 pomunsl Ha BosoTHOH yule, s IOYyB-
CTBOBAJI, YTO HAUYMHAIO TasATh, U Y ME€Hs BOBHUKJIO OIlACEHUE,
YTO, 10 MPUOBITUH Ha CIYKOY, OT MEHs OCTaHEeTCS JIUIIb He-
0osbpIlIoe 00JIaKO Mapa B TEIIOM HajabTO. TakoHW pe3yJibTaT



MIPEZIOXPAaHUTEIFHBIX MEP OT MPOCTY/Ibl HE BXOAWI HU B MOHU
BHUJIbl, HU B PACUETHI JKEHBI, & IOTOMY s ceHuac ke cOPOCHUII
NaJIbTO, a B II0E3/le ceJl Ha UMIIepHuaJl, »KeJlasd BbIPa3UTh 3TU-
MU JIeUCTBUAMHU PEIIUTETbHBINA IPOTECT IPOTUB COBEPILIEHHO-
ro HaJI0 MHON HpaBCTBeHHOro HacuiusA. [Ipurom, HecMoTpA Ha
MIPEZICTOAILYI0 OJIU3KYIO TH0€esIb, 1 He XOTeJl peX/eBpEMEHHO
OKOHYUTD JTHH CBOM CaMOyOUICTBOM U MPECTATh IIepe]; KoMe-
TOU B BUJle IIapa WJIH, B JIyYLIEM cJIydyae, TYHIEHOT'O Msca C
TrapHUPOM U3 MOJIOTHA, CYKHA, BaThI U T.II.

A Kpyrom Bce Tak CTPEMMWJIOCH »KUTb, pa3BuBaThcsa! Jlepe-
Bbs YK€ HaJleJIM CBOU 3eJIeHBbIN IIJIAI U CTOSJIA TaKHUe PajioCT-
HbIe, HapsAHbIE; HA OTOPO/AX TOXKe Havyasia MPOTJIA/IbIBaTh 3€-
JIeHb, JIFOOOIIBITHO BBICYHYBIIIasi CBOM POCTKH Ha BO3AyX: «Jlai,
MOJI IOCMOTPIO, KaK TaM Yy HUX Ha 3eMJie, BCe JIU B MOpsKe!»
Bo3ayx, TakOH YKCTBIN, CBEXKUH, 3aCTaBJISJI KPOBb CHUJIbHEE 00-
pamarecsd B JKUJIaxX U NpoOy»kK/Jajl B OpraHu3Me OlyIleHue
’KMU3HEPAZIOCTHOCTH. fIpKOoe COJIHIle BBI3BAJIO OTOBCIOAY Pebs-
THUIIIEK Ha JIBOP, laKe Ha YJIUILYy, U OHH C 0KUBJIEHHBIM, HO Ca-
MBIM CEPbE3HBIM BHJIOM 3aHHUMAJINCh 371eCh PA3HBIMH IIO/IBE-
JIOMCTBEHHBIMU UM JiesiaMu. OHUM CJIOBOM, HUYTO B OKPY?KaB-
€M MeHs BEJIUKOJIEINU IPUPOJIBI He BA3AJIOCh C MBICIBIO O
CMEpPTH.

A ornapen HEOOCKJIOH; HET, HE BUAHO HUYETO IO/I03PH-
TesbHOTO. YHncroe, 6e3 Maseniiero o6auyka He6O, APKO-TOIY-
OBIM IIIATPOM OKpPY>KaBIllee HAC, BCEr/Ia BEJIMKOJIEITHOE, BCEr/Ia
OZITHAKOBOE, TOBOPHUJIO, TIOXKAJIYH, 0 OECKOHEYHOCTH JKU3HHU, HO
HUKaK He 0 6JIN3KOM KOHIIE e€.

A MexJly TeM I/le-TO JJaJIeKo, aJIeKo, B 3TOM CaMOM ToJIy-
6oM Hebe, HAa TPOMATHOM OT HAC pacCTOSAHUM ObLIa He3aMeT-
Has MOKa TOYKAa, MPHUOJIMKABIIAsACA ¢ HEUMOBEPHOU OBICTPO-
TOH U Heclllasi MTHOBEHHYIO CMePTh BCeMY UeJIOBEUECTBY, BCel
€r0 COBPEMEHHOU KyJIbTYPE U IIUBIJIN3AINHU, TaK JOJITO U C Ta-
KUM TPY/ZIOM BBIPAOATHIBABIIUMCS. ITO TOBOPAT aCTPOHOMBI, a
OHU — HAPOJT 00CTOATETHHBIH.

HecMoTpst Ha paioCTHOE YTPO, S OISATH IOYYBCTBOBAJ XO-
JIOJTHBIN yKac.
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II

ITapoBas KOHKa Be3jia Ha 3TOT pa3 IIPECKBEPHO; K TOMY Ke
A, YTOOBI paccesATh yTHETEHHOE COCTOSHUE JIyXa, IPOIIes OC-
TaJIbHOM MyTh IentkoM. CpesicTBO 3TO, 0 OOBIKHOBEHUIO, TIOMO-
IJI0, HO £ OTIO3/1aJ1 U, IBUBIINCH B IIPaBJI€HHE KeJIe3HOU JJ0pO-
T'U, I7ie CIYKWJI, Y2Ke 3aCTajl TaM IIOYTHU Beex ToBapuieii. Ha-
YaJIbCTBA, OHAKO, ellle He ObLIO, 1 OHU HEMHOKKO OTJIBIHHU-
BTN OT PaboThI, 3aHUMAsACH AYIIECIIACUTEIFHBIMU Pa3TrOBO-
pamu o0 pa3HbIX IIyCTAKax U, MEXAY IPOUYNM, O HOJIUTUUYECKOM
MOJIOKEHUU EBPOIIbI.

Ax, BoT 1 topBaJica! /laliTe orBecTu Ayry!

TpyzHO fake MpezCcTaBUTH cebe, CKOJIBKO ¥ HAC CTPACTHBIX
IIOJTUTUKOB U, IJIABHBIM 00pasoM, Cpeiu TeX, KTO He MOKeT
MMeTh HUKAKOI'0 BJIMAHUA Ha IOJUTHUKY U KOTr0, TOBOPs IIPaB-
Jly, ¥ TIOAITyCTUTDh K HeW HeJb3sA. Ecu OBl /1eJ10 3aKII09aI0Ch
JINIIBb B ’KeJIAaHUU 3HATh, YTO IIPOUCXOAUT Ha boxkpeM cBete, B
CTPEMJIEHUM U3BJIEKATh U3 3TOIO 3HAHUA U3BECTHBIE BBITO/bI!
Ho uet! JItoau ¢ neHOH y pTa CIOPAT O BO3MOKHOM, Yallle /1a-
’)Ke HEBO3MOKHOM ITOJIOKEHUU MeXXyHapOAHBIX OTHOILIEHUH,
OecriokosTcs, moyeMy PpaHiusa ycrynuaa AHIJIUH, TPOPOYaT
BOUMHY MeX/ly TOCyZJapCTBAaMHU, HAXOIAIMMMUCA B CAMBIX JPY-
»KECTBEHHBIX MeX/Ty COO0I0 OTHOIIIEHUSIX, U BCE MEPECHIAIOT
CKPOMHBIM:

— Her, ecoiu 661 MEHS CIIPOCHJIHL...

Bce 3a0bIBaOT 3T JIIOJIU: U TO, YTO UM U3BECTHO JIUIIH He-
3HAUYUTEJIbHOE MEHBIINHCTBO (PAKTOB, U TO, YTO U 3TU U3BECTUA
OHH IIOJIy4alOT U3 BTOPBIX, TPETHUX PYK, YACTO UCKa’KEHHBIE,
MHOT/ZIa COBEPIIEHHO JIOKHbIE, U TO, YTO MOJUTHUKA — HUCKYC-
CTBO, TpeOyIolllee HEKOTOPOT'O BCE-TAKU IMPUCIOCOOJIEHHUA U
o0yJeHWHs, UTO CBEKEMY UEJIOBEKY, OyZb OH XOThb T€HHH, JlaKe
He pa30o0bparhbcs B Macce CTATKHBAIIINXCA U YaCTO IIPOTHBO-
pevaiux Apyr Apyry UHTEPECOB, BBITEKAIOIUX U3 B3AUMHBIX
COOTHOIIIEHUH C Pa3HBIMH Jiep:KaBaMU U MEHSAIOIIUXCSA BCAKUI
pas, KOrjja MeHATCA 3T COOTHOLIIeHU:A. Bee 3T0 11 HUX Iyc-
TAKU!

— Her, ectu 661 MEHSA CIIPOCHIINL....

11



Bcero crpaHHee, UTO y 3TUX MOJIUTHYECKHUX TOOPOBOJIBIIEB,
TaK CKa3aTh, HUKOT/IAa He 3aC/IYKUT BHUMAHUS BEJIUKOJTYIII-
HBIU MTOJIUTUYECKUH IIar, BayKHBIN GakKT B 06J1aCcTU TocyAap-
CTBEHHOU KYJIBTYDPBI, BOOOIIe HUKAKOE IIOJTUTHIECKOE MEPO-
IIPHUATHE, KOTOPOE He CJIeJIaHO C TEPPUTOPUAIBHBIMU ITPHOOpe-
TeHUAMU. BoT rpyObIf 3axBaT, BOIHUIOIIEe HApYIIIEeHUe MeX/Iy-
HapOJHOTIO IIpaBa, — 3TO XOPOIIO, 3TO Kak ciaexyet! W Hazo
IIOCMOTPETh Ha HUX, KOTZA ¢ OJIeCTAIINMU I1a3aMU U pacKpa-
CHEBUINMCS JIUIIOM BOCTOPTAIOTCA OHU MOJIOOHBIMU dakTamu!
Ho 510 ToIBKO TOT/A, KOT/IA TIOCTYTAeT TAKUM 00pa3oM rocy-
JIapCTBO, K KOTOPOMY ITOJINTUYECKHE JOOPOBOJIBIBI ITUTAIOT Pac-
nosioxkeHue. Ho mycTh TOIbKO MOIMPOOyeT CTaTh HA STOT MYTh
CTpaHa, He noJsb3yomasca ux cummnatusamu! O! I'pom u mos-
HUS, COPOK MUJIMAP/IOB YepTeH, phIKaHbe JIbBA U3 MBIITUHOU
HOPKH U I'PO3HOE XPIOKaHbe CBUHBH!

Br1, moxkanyi, czenaere OOJIbIIME TyIa3a U CKAXKETe: HY,
Yero Thl TaK KUIATUIIbCA? OHU, MOJI, IPOAYKT CPeJbI U HE BU-
HOBAaThl B CBOEU MaHWM; Jla U MPOSsIBJIEHHE TOCIeIHEN TaK Oe-
300u1HO U 6e3BpesiHO. ITycTh cebe pa3roBapuBalOT Ha 3710PO-
Bbe!

J1a, BBI Tak, MOXKET OBITh, CKaKeTe, HO JIy4lle ObI BBl TAK HE
rosopuiu!

BoT TO-TO U CKBEPHO, YTO OHH, 3TH JOMOPOIIEHHbBIE TIOJIH-
THUKU, — IIPOJIyKTa CPe/ibl, BEPHBIE IIOCIE0BATEN €€ HU3MEH-
HBIX CTPEMJIEHHH, a He TOCTOPOHHUE el 3yieMeHThI. 11 BoBce
OHH He TakK Yk 6e300uHbI 1 6e3Bpennb!! O, ecyi 6 OHU TOJIBKO
pasroBapuBasu! Ho Bep n3 HUX cocTaBuiack bucMapkoBckas
napTus, BeJb 3TO OHU pyKoIuleckanu YembepsieHy U OmpaB-
JIIBJIM CBOMMH OBAIlUSIMU 3aTesHHYIO UM BOUHY ¢ TpaHcBaa-
snem! Eciu 6v1 emie YembepsieH U COUYBCTBYIOIIHE €My MTOILIN
caMu Ha BOWHY B IIepBBIX pAziax Boiicka! Vx Obl mepebuiu, u
BOMHA cefyac ke OKOHYHJIACh ObI K OOIIEMY YZIOBOJILCTBHIO.
Ho uer! Yembepienst, Poscer, lepynens:, Kurinaru mpezro-
YUTAIOT CTOATh U3JaJieKa, PyKOBOAUTH U IOAJEPKUBATH MYy-
’KECTBO, KAaK OHH TOBOPAT, a MO CTABJISATH JIOBI IOJIKHBI JIPY-
rue, OOBIKHOBEHHO BOBCE HE COUYBCTBYIOIIIHE H/iee BOMHBI.
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O, nonmutrueckue TapTiodbl, MeXXyHAPOAHBIE OpaBH, IIyCTh
Bac pacmuber komeroi! Ecam mMano ogHOH, MyCTh IPUJIETAT
JIBE, TPU, N€CATOK, COTHs!

PasroBop mies1 B TaKOM UMEHHO TOHE MOJIUTUKH KyCTap-
HOTO TIPOU3BOJICTBA, KOT/IA 51 BOIIIEJI B KOMHATY. Berynuth B Ge-
ceqy s He PeITuIcs, He 3Has CyTH JIela, XOTsI BOOOIIe 3TO COB-
CEM JIa’Ke He CTeCHSIET IMOJIUMTUKOB BBICIIEHN IIIKOJIbI, 3aHUMAIO-
IUX MeCcTa OT KaHIEeJAPCKOro MUcHa 0 CTOJIOHAYaIbHUKA.
BrmipoueMm, 3auemM UM CyTb JieIa, €CJTU OHH MOTYT YUTATh JTaKe
MEK/ly CTPOK?

Bckope, ogHako, 6ece/ia repenuia Ha JJUYHYIO IOYBY; OUH
13 pa3roBapUBaBIIUX, OBIBIIUHA O ceOe OUeHb BHICOKOTO MHeE-
HU, KOTOPOE He Pa3/lesisyIoch, OHAKO, HUKEM JIDYTUM, HeYasH-
HO COCTPHJI. J[pyroii, maTeHTOBAaHHBIN OCTPSIK, JKUBO OOEpHYJI-
cA K HEMY:

— Ilo3BosbTE, 1T03BOJIbTE!

A moroMm 06aBUJT pa304apOBaHHO:

— AX, KakK »KaJib, YTO s He BHU/eJI ceilyac Balero Jymia!l

— 3aueM BaM MoOe JIUI0? — CIPOCUJI TOT HECKOJIBKO CMY-
IIeHHO, He 0KHU/1as HUUero XOpollero OT TAaKOTo >KeJIaHus.

— YT06BI CyANTH, COCTPUIIH BBI CEMYUAC WJIU HET.

Paszpasicst cmex.

— PaszBe AHTOH BuKTOpOBUY OCTPUT? — BMeIIaICA TPETUM.

— Jla, — cepbe3HO 3aMEeTHJI ITATEHTOBAHHBIN OCTPSAK, WHO-
raa oOHapy»KUBaeT MOXBAJIbHOE CTPEMJIEHHE U JlaKe, Tpe/i-
cTaBbTe cebe, YBepeH, IbABOJIbCKU YBEPEH, UTO JIEHCTBUTETBHO
OCTpHT.

AHTOH BUKTOpPOBUY IMOKPACHE B XOTEJ UTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO
TYT BMelasicsi baxmeTbeB, MpoCMaTPUBABIIIUH Ta3€eTy:

— Bor tak mrryka! IToctymatite-ka!

U on npouen uzBemienne I1yKoBCKOI 0OcepBaTOPHU.

CHauasia OHO He MPOU3BEJIO OXKUAAeMOT0 MHOI0 3¢ deKTa;
caymiaBiive, 6arogaps ¢gopMe, B KaKyr ObLIO 00JIe4€HO U3-
BeCTHe, He cpa3y cooOpa3miiu, B YeM JIeJI0, a OJUH JIa’Ke CKa-
3aJI:

— O, 3TO OUeHb UHTEPECHOE 3PEJIHIIIE; S PAa3 BUJIeJI KOMETY.

AHTOH BUKTOPOBHY IJTyOOKOMBICJIEHHO TPUOABIIT:

— Tosnbko, ecyin MajsieHbKasA, U CMOTPETh He CTOUT.
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BaxMeTheB HEMHOKKO PacCBUPETIEN:

— Jla BBI HE BCJIYIIAIHUCH, JOJKHO OBITh, MU HE TIOHUMAae-
Te, B UeM CyTb: IPOM30MH/IeT CTOJIKHOBEHNe 3eMJIU C 3TOH KO-
METOI0, ¥ pe3yJIbTaTOM JI0JKHA OBbITh 0011as rubdesp!

Bonapuiiocs rpo60Boe MoT4aHUE; HEKOTOPHIE, OoJiee ocBe-
JIOMJIEHHBIE, YCIIeIU yKe IOHATD yKac MOJI0KEHU, a OCTaJIb-
Hble ObLTH MOpakeHbl TOHOM baxmerbeBa. HakoHer, oiuH u3
MIOCJIETHUX, IPU/A B cebs1, poOKO BOIIPOCHII:

— I[Mouemy ke rubenn?

— A 4TO, HO BamieMy, MOXKET CJIYYUTHCA C MacCaKUPaAMHU
JIBYX TI0€37I0B, JIETAIINX HABCTPEUY JIPYT APYTY CO CKOPOCTHIO,
MIOJIOKUM, 1000 BepCT B MUHYTY?

PazbscHenne baxmerbeBa Ipon3BesIo HapIeKaIui 3P deKT:
BCE MbI OKQ3JIMCh JIOCTATOYHO OCBEJIOMJIEHHBIMHU B ITOCTABJIEH-
HOM UM BOITpOCE.

BoJsIBIIMHCTBO, OJHAKO, HUKAK He XOTeJIO MPUMUPUTHCA C
MBICJIBIO O OJIU3KON cMepTU. 1 BOT OJIMH U3 3TOTO HEMOKOP-
HOTO OOJIBIIIMHCTBA B/IPYT 3aMeTUJI C BAXKHBIM BU/IOM:

— He nymaro, 4ToOBI CTOJIKHOBEHHE OBLJIIO TaK OMACHO: S
YUTAJI, YTO KOMETHI 001aZJal0T HUUTOXKHOIO IUIOTHOCTHIO. Ecin
MBI ¥ CTOJIKHEMCS C KOMETOH, TO 3TO BCe PAaBHO, KaK €CJIN OBl
1I0€3/1 BCTPETUJI POU MOIIIEK WJIM KOMAapOB.

TyT s BCTynumcs 32 4eCTb KOMET, HaXO/Is1, YTO UX OOMKAIOT:

— Jla, enuHCTBEHHASA HAJEXKA HA OTO: €CJIM Macca KOMEThI
TaK He IJIOTHA, YTO He MPOHUKHET B 3eMHYI0 aTMOcdepy, TO
Bce, KOHEUHO, 0boiieTcsa oJlHUM cTpaxoM. IloTpemnerars 4yTh-
YyThb, MOKET OBITh, 1aKe IT0JIE3HO; HHbIE MOPAIUCTHI TaK M-
MO U TOBOPAT: Tpemnemy, u byaro tebe 6yzeT; HO Oyemb Jau
JIOJITOJIETEH, 3TOTO OHU HE YTBEPK/IAIOT.

— BpocbkTe BbI MOpasuCTOB, — BMeNIaJICA MaTeHTOBAHHBIN
OCTPSK, — HEHA/IeXKHBIA OHU HAPO/I; JIyUllle YK O KOMeTax.

— O, mebmarogapusriit! Ero noyuaror, a o B ctopony! Hy,
Oyzmem o koMmerax. EcTh HEKOTOpBIE U3 HUX C sIIPAMH, BeCbMa-
TaKd MAaCCUBHBIMU, U IIPHU yJlape TAaKOTO0 MSIYHKA IyCTSAKAMHU
He oT/lesiaenbes. Eciu, nanee, HacCTOAIIEro yyiapa He OyAeT, TO
BCe-TaKH B IIpejiesiaX TPOMaJHOTO PaloHa, MOXKAJIYH, 1eJIOT0
MIOJTYTIIAPHS, IIPOJILETCS ¢ Heba CBepXbeCTECTBEHHBIN OTHEHHBIHN
JIO’K/Th, U BCE JKUBYIIlEe HA 3TOM IIOJIyIIAPHH, OT PACTEHHSA /10
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yeJIoOBeKa BKJIIOUUTEJIBHO, BCE, CIIOCOOHOE CropeTh, UCIapUT-
¢ OT TeMIlepaTyphl B HECKOJIBKO COT WUJIU Jla)Ke ThICAY rpa-
JIyCOB, BCE 3TO HUCIIBITAET YYACTh FOPIIYIO, YeM YUaCTh JKUTesIel
Cozmoma u I'omoppsl. JIpyroMy NoJIyliapuio ToKe He II0370pPOo-
BUTCS, €My IPU/IETCA UCIBITATh HeOBIBAIYIO OypIO, CTPAIIHBIN
yparas, HUCIIPOBEPTaIINi JoMa, HeOObIYallHOe BOJTHEHHE Ha
OKeaHax, rpo3sliee TUOeJbIO CyZaM...

Kto 310 rosoputr? Heyxenu s, ¢ TaKUM MIOJO3PEHUEM OT-
HOCSIIUICA K BBICOKOMY cTiwIi0? OJIHAKO, YTO JieJIaeT KOMeTa:
OHa ellle 3a MUWUIMOHBI MWJIb, a A y2Ke gomen o nagoca! Hy,
MHe celuac BJIeTeJIO.

— Yd! — 3agBUI OCTPAK U Jake BbITED JIOO IUIATKOM. —
OueHb BBI 3TO UYBCTBUTEAbHO. OTHOTO 51 B TOJIK HE BO3bMY:
Beap xkuteau CogoMa u I'oMoOppsI cropesiu u, Hal0 yMaTh, Ha
MezIeHHOM orHe. Kakasd ke ropimas, 110 BalleMy BeJIHUKOJIEI-
HOMY BBIPa’K€HUI0, y4aCTh MOXKeT IIOCTUTHYTh HAaC?

Kakas, B camoM J1eJie, TopIiasi y4yacTb? OTO s TaK COOJITHYI,
a OH IpuBA3bIBaeTcA. HO HaZl0 BBIYTHIBATBHCA, U A LIYTINBO
3aMeyvaro:

— Hy 4T0 2, OHU cropesid Ha MeJ|JIeHHOM OTHe, a MBI Me/J-
JIEHHO IIOTOHEM.

TyT MeHs BblpydyaeT baxmeTbeB: eMy 4eCTb KOMETHI UyTh
JIX He I0pOXkKe, YeM MHe:

— U ouenb maxke mIpoOCTO, YTO IMMOTOHEM, KTO OBICTPO, KTO
MezJIeHHO. fl r7ie-To 4uTas OCTPOyMHYIO U OYeHb OCHOBATEIb-
HYI0 TUIIOTe3y. Y BCeX HapoJOB eCTb, KaKk BaM HU3BECTHO, BOC-
IIOMHUHAaHUEe O BCEMUPHOM MoTole. Uto 310 3Hauut? OTKyzAa
noron? [Touemy noron? M nmouyeMy oH 3axBaTUJI BCIO 3€MJII0?
Hu opgHO u3 m3BecTHBIX HaM (PU3UUECKUX SABJIEHUU HE B COC-
TOSIHUY ITPOU3BECTU HUYETro MOA00HOTO.

— A 3emuteTpsiceHUs1 — nepebus ero AHTOH BuktopoBuy.

— Urto 3emiierpAceHus! CaMmble cTpalllHble U3 HUX HE IIPO-
M3BOJIWJIU U COTOU JIOJIU TE€X Y?>KACOB, UYTO PUCYET HAM UCTOPUS
0 BCeMHPHOM notone. EnfuHCTBEHHOE, YTO MOTIJIO IIPOU3BECTH
TaKOU MOTOII, 3TO CTOJIKHOBEHUE Halllel 3eMJIH ¢ JPYyTrUM 3Ha-
YUTEJIbHBIM TEJIOM; TOT/]a BOJIbI OKEAHOB JIOJI?KHBI OBLIIH XJIbI-
HYTh HA MaTEPUKU U MOKPHITh UX /IO BEPIIUH TOP.
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— Hy, xopomo! A rzae e 3TO TeJI0, KOTOPO€e MPOU3BEIIO
MOTOII?

— Borke, 4TO 32 IPBITH! — HEOBOJIBHBIM TOHOM BO3Pa3uJI
BaxmeTpeB. — A BbI He TOPOIIUTECH: 5 ceHYac X0Tes 00 3TOM
CKaszaTb. ABTOD T'HIIOTe3bl CHJIBHO NOJ03PEBAET ABCTPAJIMIO:
pacTeHus, >KUBOTHBIE, Jla’ke MITUIIBI, BCe HA HEW MHOe, He Ta-
KOe, KaK Ha Jpyrux Mmarepukax. Kak 3to morso ciyuutsea? Ilo-
YyeMy TaKoe CTPAaHHOe HECOOTBETCTBHE KUBOTHBIX U PACTUTEIIb-
HbIX dopMm? U BOT 711 MeH#A, KaK U JIJIA aBTOPa T'UIOTE3HI,
MIPEZICTABJIAETCSA OYEHb U OYEHb IIPAB/IONI0I00HOI MBICIIb, UTO
BCEMUPHBIN MOTON MPOU3O0IIE] B TY HMEHHO MUHYTY, KOTZa
ABcTpastus, 10 TOTO BpEMEeHHU BOJIbHBIH ChIH 3(pUpa, Bpe3ayiach
B HAIlly IUIAHETY ¥ M3 HOMAaJ|a IIPEBPATHJIACh B OCEJIOTO KH-
TeJs.

Bot, BOT OHO, ByIsIHHE KOMETHI: U baxMeTheB 3aTOBOPHUII
BBICOKMM cJjioroM! A oH, He CMYII[AsiCh, TPOAOJI?KAET:

— U BOT, BoOOpasuTe cebe MoJI0KEHNE KyIKH JIIOJEH Tie-
HUOY/Ib Ha BEPIIMHE OCTPOTO yTeca: 6e3 MUIK, MOKeT ObITh,
mouyTu 0Oe3 OJleXK/bl JIENATCA OHU HA €IMHCTBEHHOM OCTaB-
meMcs Y HUX KJIOUYKe TBEepJIOM 3eMJIH, €KEMHUHYTHO OXKU7asd,
YTO WJIU yparaH CHeceT UX B MOpe, UJIH OHO caMo, He JJOXKHU-
Z1asiCh Iy?>KOU IMOMOIIIM, CMOET UX BCeX, KaK HUYTOKHBIE Iec-
YUHKH. JTO MOJIOKEHUE, IT0-MoeMy, ykacHee ydactu Comoma
u ['oMOppBI; TaM TOropesy 1moJI9aca, MHOTO Yac, U JeJI0 KOHYe-
HO, a 3/1eCh My4Y€HUE TAHYJIOCh ObI HECKOJIPKO YaCOB, MOXKET
OBITh, HECKOJIBKO JTHEH.

On 3amosryas. ToBapuiy HalIu JIaBHO Y:Ke 3aBSAJIU U C TO-
psA IPUHATHCH 32 PaboTy, TeM OoJiee, UYTO IBUJIOCH HAYAIIHCT-
BO, T. €., COOCTBEHHO Ir'OBOPs, HE HAYAJIbCTBO, & €T0 YIIIH.

Tak mpouwio HeKoTopoe BpemsA. PaboTa, BUAMMO, HE CIIO-
pwiack. HakoHell, KTO-TO He yTepIies U CIIPOCUJI YIITU Ha4asIb-
CTBa, U3BECTHO JIX UM O HOBOH HOBOCTH. YIIIM OTBEYAJIH, UTO
HHUYero He 3HatT. Torga UM ObLIO TOAPOOHO COOOIEHO, U OHU
OYEHb 3aMHTEPECOBAINCH U JIAYKE UCIYTTICH. TO 00CTOSATEb-
CTBO /1aJI0 CMEJIOCTh W JIDYTHM BCTYIIUTh B OOIIUI Pa3roOBOP.
ToT, KTO IEpBBIM YIIOMSHYJI O Macce KOMET, HEHUCIIPAaBUMBIH
ONTUMUCT, 3aMETHI:
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— Bo3moskeH, 07lHaKO, U BIOJIHE CUACTJIMBBINA UCXOJ: KO-
MeTa OyeT, HAaIpUMep, OTBJIEYE€HA CO CBOErO IyTH MPUTSIKe-
HUEM JIPYTOH IJIAaHETHI, ¥ TOT/IA OHA He BCTPETUTCS ¢ 3eMJIEH.

Takoil onTUMU3M BBIBEJI MEHS U3 TEPIIEHUA: OH, OUEBU/I-
HO, BCAUECKU YKJIOHAJICS OT CTOJIKHOBEHMs. BeXKJIMBbIM, HO €/I-
KHAM TOHOM 51 BO3pa3uI:

— Jla, IBan Eropsry, aTo Bo3amoxkHo. Ho, ¢ apyro#t cropo-
HBI, BEPOSITHA elle OoJiee y:KacHas KaTacTpoda: CTOJIKHOBE-
U¥ie MOXKeT OBITh HACTOJIBKO CHJIPHO, UTO 3€MJISI OCTAHOBHTCS
Ha MTHOBEHHE B CBOEM ITOCTyIIaTEIbHOM JABUKEHUU BOKPYT
CosHIa; TOTa €ro MPUTSKEHNE BO3BMET BEPX HAJT IEHTPOOEK-
HOU cWJION, 1 MBI yriajzieM Ha CoJTHIIE.

— YTenuTesapHO, BO BCAKOM CJIydae, TO, — mojoaBui bax-
MeTheB, — YTO MBI SIBUMCSA TyZa y»Ke B Ta3000pa3HOM OOCTOsI-
HUU.

He 3Har0, HACKOJIBKO 51 OBLI MPaB B TAKOM JI0 TepOn3Ma cMe-
JIOM TIPEJINOJI0KEHUH, HO PA3TOBOP MpeKpaTuics; Aaxke MBax
Eropsry npuyHbLI.

Yxo/151 o cIy>k0bl, s1 BCTPETUJI Ha JIECTHUIIE OTHOTO U3 TO-
BapHIIEH, IMPe/IaBaBIIETOCs U3PEJIKa JIETKOMY 3aroto. OH yIies
MHOTO PaHbIlle U B HACTOAIIYI) MUHYTY YK€ IJIOXOBATO BJja-
JleJ1 peublo, HO, HEM3BECTHO II0YeMY, YIIPSAMO CTPEMIJICS B IIPaB-
JIEHUe.

— Yro 310 BBI, Tuxon IlerpoBuu? — obpatmiics s K HEMY,
OTBeuas Ha ero pyKoIloXKaTue.

— Ax, Hukosait HukosaeBud, Tocka B3sjia U IOMHUPaTh HU-
KOMY He X0YeTcs,

OH nogyMast ¢ MUHYTY.

— TosnpkO BCe 3TO MyCTAKU BBl TaM roBopuiin. Hukakoi
TaKOU KOMETHI HEeT U He OyzeT!

OH nosiHsAJICA OBLIO MO JIECTHUIIE, HO IIOTOM OISTH CITyC-
THJICS KO MHE B Pa3/leBAIbHYIO U KOH(pUIEHITUAIHPHO IIPOIIIET-
TaJI, 00/1aBas MEeHs 3aIIaXOM CHUBYXU:

— He ccyqure siu IByTrpuBeHHBIHN 70 /iBaaiaToro? OtaaM Ha-
BEPHO, KOJIU KUB Oy1y.

OOBIKHOBEHHO I OTKa3bIBaJI, 3HAA IO OIBITY, UTO HAIOU
Tuxona IleTpoBuua mpekpaliaeTcs JUIIb BMECTe C UCTOIIe-
HHEM CPEJICTB K BBIITUBKE, HO Teleph 6€3 pa3rOBOPOB J1aJI IPO-
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cuMyio cymMmy. Tuxon IleTpoBuu pacuiapkasicss W MPUIOMKHIT
PYKY K Cep/iIy, TOTOM 3aXBaTUJI HA PyKaB HEMHOYKKO U3BECTKHU
CO CTEHBI, a 3aTeM y/lapuicsAd B CTOPOHY OJrkaiiineil BUHHOU
JIaBKH.

Korza s BbIIIEN Ha yIUIly, TO MHE II0Ka3aJI0Ch, OYATO cTa-
JIO TOpa3zio TEMHee, XOTs COJIHIe CBETUJIO TaK JKe IPKO U Hebo
ObLIO Tak ke 6e300/1a4HO, KaK U YTPOM.

fl BcmOMHMJI, YTO UCIIBITHIBAJ TAKOE K€ OLIYIIeHHe, KOT/Ia,
OBIBAJIO, BBIXOAWJI U3 THMHA3WU TI0CJIE apecTa IPU HeH 3a Ka-
Koe-HUOY/Ib y2KacHOe mpecTyIuieHue. Jloma x1aia MeHs rpo3a,
¥ MHE BCE KPYT'OM ITIPE/ICTABJISITIOCH CJIOBHO IIOTEMHEBIINM. BbI-
JIO TaK MYCTHIHHO, I TEHU TSAHYJINCH TaKUeE JJINHHBIE, JIJTHHHBIE.
S 6pest mOMOU HeXOTs U paj ObLI OBl CBEPHYTH Ky/1a-JI00 B
cropoHy. Ho ecoiu Torzja MHe TOJIBKO Ka3aJ10Ch, YTO CBEPHYTh
HUKaK HeJIb35, TO TEIeph 5 3HAJI 3TO HaBepHOe. ATO OBLIO yKac-
HO OOHMHO; U TEM O0HUHEe ObLIIO BUAETh OeCIIeYHOCTh, C KOTO-
PO IphITa/Ii Ha TIAHEJIHN JiBa BOPOObs, a KOIIKa CMOTpesia Ha
HUX U3 OKHA CO CTPACTHBIM BOXK/I€JIEHHEM U U37jaBajia KaKHe-
TO CBUCTSAIIVE BHYKU.

IT1

Korza s Bo3BpaIasics JOMOU, Ha KOHKE YK€ CJIBIIIAINCH
pas3roBophl 0 KOMeTe. BpeMs OoT BpeMeHU IPOPBHIBAJINCH OT-
YasgHHbIE HOTKH; TaK, OJIUH U3 ITACCAXKUPOB, KOTOPOMY COCE/T
OOBSICHUJI CYIITHOCTh ACTPOHOMHYECKOTO U3BECTHS, BAPYT CTPAIII-
HO T00JIe/IHEII, BCKOYHJI, TIOTJISA/IEN Ha HEDO, a IOTOM BIPYT
KaK 3apbl/IaeT. ITO CMYTHJIO CAaMbIX XpaOpPbIX, © HUKTO HE IIbI-
TaJICs JIasKe YCIIOKOUTH PhIZIaBIIero. /la u 4To MOKHO OBLIO CKa-
3aTh eMy? Bricka3aTh HeZloBepue K u3BecTri0? Ho acTpOHOMBEI,
OYEBHUIHO, HACTOJILKO 3apEKOMEH/IOBAJIM CBOIO TOYHOCTh U J100-
POCOBECTHOCTD, UTO HH y KOTO B HaIlleM, 110 KpailHell Mepe, Ba-
roHe He IOBEPHYJICA A3bIK BHIPA3UTh COMHeHHe. [[ake cujieB-
MIUUA PAAOM CO MHOIO JIABOUHHUK HE BBIPA3UJI €r0, a TOJIBKO
IIOKHUBAJI TOJIOBOH U 3aABHII:

— Huxro, kak bor!
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Jlambl, KOTOpBIE IaBHO YK€ MPUKJIAABIBAIU IJIATOYKH K
1a3aM (He Bce, BIPOUYEM), YXBAaTHJIMCh 3a CJIOBA MOETO cocesia
Y TOKe BbICKa3asu ylioBaHue Ha bora.

ATOT NocIeHUN, HO OUeHb BaXKHBIN pecypc, BUAUMO, IO/~
HAJI HACTPOEHHe U Jla’ke caMOMY PBIIaBIIEMY IPHUAAT AyXY.
OH Mor, HaKOHeIl, 3aMeTUTh, YTO YK JIaBHO IIPOeXajl TO MECTO,
I7le eMy cJjiefioBasio coitu. Haopas mo aTomy ciydaro Ha KOH-
ZiykTopa (3TO BeAb MOCTOSIHHBIE KO3JIbI OTIIYIIEHUs 32 UyKue
rpexu), OH CJe3, HO, OTOWU/I HEMHOTO, OCTAHOBUJICS U CTaJI
BHUMAaTEJIbHO OCMAaTPUBaTh HEDO. ATO BHIZBAJIO KOU-T/IE CMEX,
U HaCTPOEHUE ellle MOJHAIOCH; JeHCTBUTEIHHO, HEJIb3s1 OBLIO
0e3 cMexa CMOTpPETh, KaK OH, 337IpaB TOJIOBY K BepPXY, OOBOJIHI
Ia3aMu HEOOCKJIOH, a 3aTeM I0KaJl IJIedaMU M BBICMOPKAJICS
JIByMsI TTQJTBIIAMHU.

[Ipunst ;oMoH, 51 6L BCTPEYEH BOIIPOCOM JKEHBI:

— Kax »ke TbI cebs 4yBCTBYEIIDH?

— biarogaps najibTo, O4eHb CKBEPHO.

— Hy, urto 161 mytuims! Tebe, HaBepHOE, COBCEM He OBLIO
»KapKo,

A ykazan et Ha MOKpBIH J106 (CJIeZICTBHE MPOUIEHHOTO B
MaJIbTO PACCTOSHUSA JIUIIb OT KOHKH /IO IOMY ¥ IPUTOM POIIIH-
11e10, B TEHH), HO APYTHX JIOBOZIOB IIPUBOAUTD HE CTaJ; 3TO ObI-
J10 6eCcroJIe3HO, HACTOJIHKO OECIOJIe3HO, UTO KEeHA He 3aMe/lJTH-
JIa BOCKJIMKHYTb Pa/IOCTHBIM T'OJIOCOM:

— A 3aTo0 ThI He IPOCTyAMJICA!

OcraBasioch TOJIBKO IOKATh IJIEYaAMU U CECTh 00€/1aTh.

ITocne obena ko MHe, 110 OOBIKHOBEHHIO, 3amIesn baxme-
TheB. MBI OTHOCUJIKCH JIPYT K /IPYTY COBEPIIEHHO HENPUHYX-
JIeHHO; TI03TOMY f1, B3B ra3eTy, yjercsa Ha OajkoHe, a bax-
MeTbeB CHavasIa IolIes B cajy K Bepe, HO IOTOM fABUJICA TOXKe
Ha 0AJIKOH C TallHBIM HaMepeHHeM IIOMeNIaTh MHe YuTaTh. Ho
CHavajia OH, KaK IyTHBIH, CTaJl Tep3aTh CBOIO OOPOAKY OyATO
OBI B 33/[lyMUYNBOCTH; HAKOHEII, HE BBITEPIIEI:

— Hy, 4uT0 % BBI 00 3TOM ZIyMaeTe?

— O ueM? — BOIIPOCHI f1, IPIIAKHUBAsA MOyI00Hee HEOOhST-
HYIO Ta3€THYIO IIPOCTHIHIO.

— Jla BOT HacyeT KOMETHI.

— UYrTo K g MOTY AyMaTh? 3arpeMUM B IPEUCIOJHIOK0.
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Hacrynwio monuanue; motoMm baxMeTseB JIEHHUBO IpoIie-
JUHT:

— Jla, 1 TO Ke yMaro.

OnaTh MoTyYaHue, U OOpOJIKa MpefaeTcs YCUJIEHHBIM IIbIT-
KaM.

— CrpaHHoOe olyIieHne, — Havajl CHOBa MOU CcOOeCeTHHK.
— MHe Bce Kak-TO He BEPUTCS, UTO JOJKHA HACTYIIUTDb THOEb,
a B TO JXKe BpeMs HET-HeT, /la U MPOOEKUT 110 TeJLy JessHas
CTPYUKA, U BAPYT CTAHET CTPAIITHO YMUPATh.

OnATe momosdasu, Ho baxmeTseB ellfe He 0TKA3aJicAa OT po-
JIL CTI€ZIOBATEIIA:

— A BBI UTO UCIIBITHIBAETE?

MHe coBceM He XOTeJIOCh TOBOPUTh U, OCOOEHHO, HA 3Ty Te-
My; s IpoOypyYa:

— S, HaIpPOTHUB, YYBCTBYIO KAPKYI0 CTPYHKY, OCJIOKHEH-
HYIO JIEICTBHEM TOPSTYEro CyTia.

BaxmeTbeB yibIi0aeTcs, HO, BUIUIMO, He YZOBJIETBOPEH.

W3 capa gonocurcs rosoc HuHBL:

— A rae Konsa?

— Ha 6ankone ¢ Anekcanap I'epacuMbrueM, — OTBEYAET rO-
Joc Bepsl.

HwuHa siBisieTcst Ha OaJIKOH.

— Ilolimem k HaM, J1exke0oKu!

dto ObLIa HENpaB/ia, NOO HEJIb35I HA3BATh YEJIOBEKA JIeXKe-
OOKOU TOJIBKO 32 TO, YTO OH YIJIyOUTCA B O€3HBI €BPOIENCKOM
MIOJIUTUKY; TPUTOM baxMeTheB BOBce He JiesKasl, a CHIE KOM-
dopTabespHO B Kpecsie, MOJI0KUB HOTH Ha CTYJIL. Jla, y KeHIIH
HET HU JIOTUKW, HU TOYHOCTHU B ONpEJIEJIEHUAX, HO... y HUX
yacTo OBIBAIOT KPACHBBIE HOXKKH, a 3TO TOPa3/i0 BAXKHEE.

S, HO 0OBIKHOBEHMIO, ToIeIoBal HUHY B 3HAaK MPUBETCT-
BHSA U TOP>KECTBEHHO BO3TJIACHIT:

— K uemy, 0 >xeHIIUHA, JO/KHBI MbI OCTaBJIATh CBOU y/100-
Hble MecTa?

— Hy, neuero pasrosapusars! IleTsa cerogusa goma, U Mbl
HEMHOKKO T00eCuMCesl; TaBHO BeIb HE MPUXO/IUIOCh.

A comyctun HOTH € AUBaHA, HO MEJUIMJI; OHO XOPOIIIO —IIO-
OGecHuThcsi, HO Kak OyATO A OBLI HE B PACIIOJIOKEHUH; C JIPYTOH
cTopoHsl, [leTsa peko ObIBasl cBOOOJIEH, OO MTOCTOSTHHO MPH-
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HOCHJI ceDsl B JKEPTBY T'yOUTEIAM JPaMaTHYECKOTO HCKYCCTBA
U, CBEPX TOTO, COCTOSIJI PEXKUCCEPOM B OJTHOM U3 JIETHHUX CaJIOB.

Huna, BUisi MO0 HEPENTUTETHLHOCTD, XBaTAET MEHA 3a HO-
TY U TAIllIUT ¢ AuBaHa. He 02kyj1as TaKOro KOBAPCTBA, A He 3all[y-
IIAI0Ch ¥ TPY3HO IIUJIENA0Ch Ha I0JI; 3aTeM, CH/S Ha IOy, 3a-
JIYMUYHUBO ITPOU3HOIITY:

— INoxanyii, noiem. TOTbKO B BUHT HE XOUy CETO/THA.

— JlagHo. Bepa, ugem! — xpuuut pajioctio Huna.

— Ceiiyac, — IMUIIUAT I7Ie-TO KEeHa.

Mp1 HamipaBiisieMcs B IpYToi KoHel fiBopa. Ilets y»xe B3BOJI-
HOBaH:

— Yero BbI TaM OPOXJIAK/IATINCH?

3 pa3HbIX KOMHAT BBINOJI3AET ellle Hapo/a. MbI IToeM, Iry-
THM, BBIKA/IBIBAEM pa3Hble KOJIEHIIa, B KOTOPBIX [leTs u mep-
BBIF MacTep, U IIePBbIM 3aUWHINKK; MBI C HUM TaHI[yeM pas de
deux, Taner AUKUX KadpoB WIM MAIyacoB (B TOYHOCTU HE MO-
Ty CKasaTb, TeM 0oJiee, UTO 3TO ObLJIO HEYTO HEBOOOPA3UMOE),
II0eM BOEHHYIO MecCHb KoMaHuell. HakoHell, Mpu3bIBaeEM K OT-
BeTy yerblpexsieTHero lIypky, IleTnHoro HaciegHUKA.

— TBI UTO X He TTOENIh?

— I He MOTY: Y M€Hs JIOTUK MaJIeHbKHUH.

ATO crpaBeTNBO, NO0 MBI Y?KaCHO IMIHPOKO Pa3eBaeM PThI,
korjia moem. Haburi01aTe IbHOCTD M JIOTHKA Y MaJIbUyraHa 3a-
MeuaTejbHbIe!

[Iypka erre pa3 OTJIMYAETCS: OTel] HAJIUBAET eMy BUHA; OH
OTHHBAaeT HEMHOTO, IOJHUMAET PIOMKY K IJIa3y U BaXKHO 3asIB-
JIsSIeT:

— Buno nieBocxoaHoe!

910 npousBoauT Ppypop. Mel paspaxkaeMcsa X0X0TOM, a
Bepa He ymyckaeT cTosib yIo0HOTO caydas HazenuTsb HIypky
JIaCKaMH¥, KOTOPbIE KaXKyTCsl €My COBCeM OeCroIe3HbIMU U U3-
JIMIIIHAMUY; HO OH CTOWKO ITIEPEHOCUT UX U TOJIBKO XJIOTIAEeT TJia-
3aMH.

Haxkomnen, Illypke aioT JIETKOTO LLJIENKA, U OH, IOMUMO,
BIIPOYEM, JKeJIaHUA, OTIIpaBiisieTcs craTh. C HUM 1cue3aeT MOost
BeCeJIOCTh. baxMeTheB TOXKe yBsiJlaeT ¥ HAKOHEI] CIIPAIIBAET
Huny, 6outcs iu oHa cMepTH. HuHA yauBJIsieTCs CTOJIb CHOT-
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crrrbaTesIbHOMY BOIIPOCY: OHA OYE€Hb OOUTCH, HO 3aUeM eMy
MMOHAI00MIIOCH 3TO 3HATH?

Oxa3sbIBaeTcs, 4TO HU OHA, HU IleTs 1 BOOOIIIe HUKTO, KPO-
Me Hac /IBOMX, HUYero ellle He 3HAI0T O KOMeTe.

V3HaB 0 mpezcTosAIEM Kpaxe 3eMJIH, HaIlle OOIIECTBO Iie-
IleHeeT; MeXX/y HaMU IIPOHOCUTCA JIe[THOE JbIXaHue CMEPTH,
U MBI IOTpYy:KaeMcs B 6e3/1Hy oTuasgHusA. JKeHIINHbI, KaK U cJe-
JIOBAJIO OXKW/IaTh, HAUMHAIOT XHBIKATh; MBI MYy?>KeCTBEHHO Kpe-
MIUMCH, HO He YyBCTBYeM ce0s1 OT 3TOTO JIydlIle.

Haxkoser, s Beraro u npuriamaio Bepy gromoii.

OOBIKHOBEHHO MBI IIPOIIAEMCS CEPAETHO, KeJIas BbIPA3UTh
B IPOIAJIBHOM IIOLIeJIye BCE COKaJleHue, KOTOPOe UyBCTBYyeM
IIpU pasjiyKe, HO HA 3TOT pa3 Kak Obl HUCIOJIHAEM (HOpPMaTh-
HOCTh. MBI HE OXJIa/IEJTU JIPYT K APYTY, — 5 3TO UyBCTBYIO, — HO
CJTUIIIKOM 3aHSATHI MBICJIBIO O IPEJICTOSIIIEH KaTacTpode, U 1me-
pell 5TOM MBICIIbIO OJIEKHYT BCE UyBCTBA: U JIOOPBIE, U 3JIBIE.

BosBpaTsch JOMOH, 51 IepeKUBA0 OTBPATUTETbHENIIIYIO
HOYb.

7Kena emre 6oJiblie pa3pblAaaach:

— l'ocnnopu, T'ocioziy, kak ke 5T0? Hey:XTo ymMUpaTh Tak
paHo?

A nepxkasicsa OKa Kpemnko u yreman Bepy:

— IlepecraHp, ToIyOKa; pa3Be Tl — JUTS MaJIoe?

— 1 MaHs, 5TOT MaJIeHbKUU aHTeJIbYUK, TOXKE YMpeET!

— E#i-To siydiie Bcex: OHa U HE 3aMETUT HUYETrO, €CJIH MbI
He IIOKa)KeM BU/Ia.

Taxue yTelieHus He JOCTUTAIOT, KOHEYHO, 11eJ1u, 1 Bepa 1wia-
YeT, I0Ka He 3aChINIaeT y MeHs Ha Iieye.

A 3aBuAYyIO €l1, HO He MOTY YCHYTb: IIpU3paK Hen30eKHOU U
6JIMBKOU CMEpPTH CTOUT Iepesio MHOIO, M 51 UYBCTBYIO XOJIOZ,
JIeJIeHAIUI Moe cepAlie. Y>Kac HaloJIHAET BCe MO€e CYIIECTBO.
Crapatoch 0TBjIeYb ce0s1, HO MBICJIb YIIOPHO IIOBOPAYHUBAETCS K
TOMY K€ IyHKTY.

A ocropoxHO KIamy rosoBy Bepwl Ha MoOAyIIKy, BCTal0 U
MOJIX0KY K OKHY. Ha nBOpe Gestas HOUb, HO Ha I0Te OJIECTUT
HECKOJIBKO 3B€3/I0U€K, U MHE Tellepb Ka¥KeTCs, UTO 3TO OT HHUX,
BEYHO 0OECCTPACTHBIX, UCXOAUT TOT XOJIO/, KOTOPBIA MPOHUKAET
MeH 10 MO3Ta KOCTeH U BBI3BIBAET OIIyII[eHHE MTOJTHON 6e30-
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TPaJIHOCTH; OH 3aMOPa’KMUBAET MOIO JIYIIY, U S yTPauuBalo
CTpEMJIEHUE K JKHU3HH: CAMOYyOUICTBO MIPE/ICTABJISIETCS MHE Te-
IIepb COBEPIIIEHHO JIOTUYHBIM aKTOM; Jjaxke Oojiee! — OHO MHe
KayKeTCs JKeJIaTeJIbHBIM, IOTOMY BMUT OBbI pPa3pelinyio Bce BO-
MIPOCHI ¥ YHUYTOXKHWIO OBl MyUHTETbHENIIIee COCTOSTHIE abco-
JIIOTHOH Oe3HaeKHOCTH.

A BBIXOKY B CTOJIOBYIO, 3a’KHTAl0 JIAMITy U B JIECATHIH, Ka-
JKeTCsA, pa3 MPUHUMAKCh YATATh «MHUP, KaK BOJIA U IIPEICTaB-
senue» B nepeBozae ®era. O, 3TO rura"HTcKas pabora, MOJBUT
u3 pAza BOH!

S HUKOT/1a HE MOT MOHATbH, YTO XOUET CKa3aTh MEPEBOTUHK,
a TOro, 4yTo JAyMaJl cKa3aTh aBTOP, A U He IBITAJICS HMCCJIEI0-
BaTh. fl He Mory noHATH PeTa u Terepb, HO TPOTATEIHLHOE 3pe-
suiie 60prOBI ero co cMbicioM c1oB IlloneHrayspa, 60ps0bI, B
KOTOPOU MOCJIEHUN JaJIeKO He BCerja ocraeTcs mobemauTte-
JIeM, YTOMJISIET, HAKOHEIl, MOM MO3T; sl Uy B CIIaJIbHIO U 3a-
CBIMAI0 TSHKEJIBIM CHOM.

IV

Ha cienyiomee yTpo f MPOCHYJICA C TAKOH Ke TAXKeNIOoH
TOJIOBOH U C TEM ’Ke UyBCTBOM 0e30TPaiHOCTH, C KAKUMHU 3a-
cHys1. Tem He MeHee, 51 TIPOU3BeJI BCe OOBIYHBIE JIEHCTBUA U, IO
OOBIKHOBEHHIO K€, 32 YaeM YIVIyOWICSA B TOJIBKO UTO IIPHHECEH-
HyI0 TazeTy. B Heli ObLJIO IOMEITIEHO UHTEPBBIO €€ Peroprepa ¢
cexkperapeM IIysIKOBcKO¥ 0O6cepBaTOPHUH.

BoT 0HO BO Bceli ero J0CJIOBHOU IIPEJIECTH:

«— Buepa 6bLT10 HamewaTaHo coobienue ITyIKoBcKo# 00-
CepBaTOPHH, UTO MOSABUIACH KOMETa, KOTOpas Mepeceuer 3eM-
HYyI0 OpOUTY IIPUOJJIM3UTETHLHO B TO BpeMsI, KOTZia 3eMist Oy/ier
B IIyHKTe NepecedyeHus1. BepHo siu 5TO u3Bectue?

A roBopio ¢ yueHbIM cekperapeM IIyaKoBCKO# obcepBaTo-
puun. OH KeCTOM IIpe/iylaraeT MHe CECTh U OTBEUaeT Ha MOU BO-
mpoc:

— Jla, u3BecTHE 5TO COBEPIIIEHHO BEPHO.
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— 3HAYUT, IPOUBOU/ET CTOJIKHOBEHUE?

— OTBETUTH HA BTOT BOIIPOC KATETOPUUECKH €Il HEeJIb3,
TeM 6oJiee YTO KOMeTa MOXKeT OTKJIOHUTHCSA 110 KaKOH-JI160
IIpPUYUHE OT CBOETro TelepelIHero MMyTy; HO, Cy/sA 110 BBIUUC-
JIEHHBIM /IaHHBIM, CTOJIKHOBEHHE BO3MOKHO.

— Korpga xe?

— B KOHIIE TeKyIIero uoH4.

— Taxk ckopo? [louemy ke MBI HE BUJIUM JIO CUX IIOP 3TOH
KOMEeTBI?

— B namu TpyOBI OHA BHAHA XOPOIIIO, HO HEBOOPYKEHHBIM
IJIa30M €e 3aMEeTHUTh [I0KA HeJIb3s5: OHA — HEBEJIHKA U C Ma-
JIEHBKUM XBOCTOM. Temnepp KoMeTa, MMOCTOSTHHO YCKOPSS JIBU-
JKeHue, mpuoJImKaercsa K obsactu Mapca, 1 yepe3 HECKOJIBKO
JTHEH ee MOKHO ObLIO OBbI BHUJIETH IPOCTBIM IJIa30M, €CJIH ObI
He Mellai HalIu 6eJible HOUH.

— Haxoaute siu BbI, YTO CTOJIKHOBEHHE TPO3UT 3eMJie
OIIaCHOCTHIO?

— OTHOCHUTEIbHO 3TOTO Y HAC MHEHUA Pa3/iesIATCAa: OHU
II0JIATAI0T, YTO CTOJIKHOBEHUE MOXKET IMOBPEAUTH TOJIBKO KOMe-
Te, TAaK KaK IJIOTHOCTb KOMET BOOOIIe COBEPIIIEHHO HUYTOXKHA
CPaBHUTEJIPHO C IUIOTHOCTHIO 3eMJId. /[pyrue yka3plBalOT HA
TO, YTO MBI, B CYII[HOCTH, OYEHb MAJIO 3HAKOMBI CO CTPOEHHEM
KOMET U YTO IIPUTOM HeDeCcHOe TeJI0, KOTOpOe UHTEPeCyeT Hac
B JJAaHHYI0O MUHYTY, OTJIMYAETCS, MO-BUAUMOMY, IIPU MaJIOM
o0beMe OUeHb OOJIBIION IIJIOTHOCTHIO. Il03TOMY TPYAHO OTpH-
I1aTh, YTO IPU CTOJIKHOBEHHUHU C HUM Halllel IJIaHeTe MOXKeT
IPO3UTH HEKOTOPAas OIACHOCTh U OCOOEHHO B TOM patoHE, KO-
TOPBIH NO/IBEpTHETCA yAapy.

— A rie uMeHHO 310 OyzeT?

— BpruncsieHHs 3aCTaBIAIOT IIpeAIoaraTh, YTo yiap moc-
TUTHET CEBEPHOE IOJIylllapue U, BEPOsTHee BCero, MECTHOCTH
BHYTPU MOJIIPHOTO KpyTa. ATO MPEACTABIIAIOCH ObI caMbIM 0J1a-
TONPUATHBIM HCXOJIOM: HO BO3MOXKHO, UTO IIEHTP CTOJIKHOBE-
HUS TPUJETCS, HAIPUMeEP, Ha 9TOM CTOJIE.

U 0H ¢ UIyT/IMBOH YJIBIOKOU CTYKHYJI PyKOU IO CTOJIy; HO Me-
Hs JTa’Ke B 2Kap OPOCHUJIO OT STOH IIYTKH.

— Temneps, ecii TO3BOJIUTE, €IIle OJIFH BOIIPOC: ITOYeMy 00-
CepBaTOpHUSA PelIUIach OIyOJITUKOBATh U TaK 3a0J1aroBpeMeHHO
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M3BECTHE CTOJIb UPE3BBIYAafHON BaXKHOCTU? BeJib 3TO MOKET 110-
POIUTH B HAPO/IEe CMATEHHE.

— Hy, 5T0 eaBa 1u: ecyt ¥ MOKET OBITH CMATEHHE, TO Pa3-
Be JlylieBHOe. BripoueM, coob1ieHue c/ieJlaHo HaMU C BeZiloMa U
COIVIACHSI IIPABUTEJIBCTBA, KOTOPOE He HAIILJIO BO3MOXKHBIM CKPBI-
BaTh UCTUHY BO M30eKaHUe BIIOJIHE CIIPABE/IJINBBIX YIIPEKOB,
0c00EHHO CO CTOPOHBI JIIO/IeH PeJTUTHO3HbIX. Bo BeskoM citydae,
JlaJibHelIIIee coOXpaHeHue TallHbl HEBO3MOXKHO YK€ IIOTOMY,
YTO IIOJIyYeHbI TeJIerpaMMbl OT JIPYTUX 00cepBaTOPUIl C TeMHU
’Ke JJAaHHBIMH M, MOXKET ObITh, B IPHUIIEAIINX CETOJIHS 3arpa-
HUYHBIX Ta3eTax y»Ke UMEIOTCS CBeZeHUs, COOOIeHHbIE HAMU
BUe€pa.

A mobiyarozapui I. cekpeTaps 3a OKa3aHHYI0O MHe JI00e3-
HOCTh U YIQJIUJICA C TBEPABIM HaMepeHHUEeM CKOpee UCUE3HYTh
u3 [lerepOypra».

Jlasiee razeTa mpUBOAMIIA KOU-KaKUe CBEJEHHUs O KOMETaXx,
B35ATHIE, TJIABHBIM 00OpazoMm, y ®iammapuoHa (OH cYUTaeTcs y
HAC IT0YEeMY-TO OCOOBIM JOKOU IT0 YaCTH HEOECHBIX CBETWII), U
B 3aKJIIOUEHUE /IaBajIa COBET He OTYANBAThCH, 4 BBIKAATh HEKO-
TOPOE BpeMs U, €CJIU TTO3THENINE HAOTIOAEHUS U BIYUCIIEHUS
MOATBEPAAT CJI0BA MHTEPBBIOMPOBAHHOT'O aCTPOHOMA, TO ye-
XaTh 3a0J1arOBPEMEHHO Ky/a-HUOYb B F03KHOE ITOJTyIIIapHe.

Korpa s otmipaBusics Ha ciry»k0y, TO Ha KOHKE TOJIBKO U pas-
roBopy ObLIO, YTO 0 KOMeTe. ['OBOpHUIM, BOPpOUYEM, IIPEUMY-
IIIECTBEHHO IIAaCCAKUPBI, O/IEThIE B IIAThe €BPOIIEHCKOTO 00pas-
11a; TIPOCTOH ke Hapo OOJIbIe CIIyIIaj, MOJTYaI U B3J[bIXAJT;
BOOOIIle OH U BIIOCJIEJICTBUM KaK-TO MTACCUBHO OTHOCHJICS (Ha-
PY’KHO, IO KpaliHel Mepe) K MBICJIU O MPeJICTOAIeN KaTaCTPO-
de, baTanucTuyecku NPUMHUPAACH C HEIO, HO U PO30BBIX Ha-
JIe3K]T HE BBICKA3bIBAJI.

OKkazasock, 4TO UHTEPBBIO, IIO00HBIE IPOYUTAHHOMY MHOIO,
OBLIM TIOMEIeHbI U B IPYTUX ra3erax, U, baromaps um, 00-
IIUHA TOH pa3TOBOPOB O KOMeTe ObLJI CKOpee ONTUMHCTHUE-
CKUH; CChLIAJINCh OCOOEHHO Ha CJI0Ba acTPOHOMaA, YTO BO3-
MOKHO OTKJIOHEHHE KOMETHI OT €€ IyTH, ¥ BHICKa3bIBAIM OUEHb
TBep/Ible Ha 3TO HAZJEKbI.
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To ke HacCTpOeHUE U Te >Ke YIIOBAHUs s HAIeJI U y TOBa-
puiieit 1o ciayx6e. Ocob6eHHo Top:kecTBoBas VBaH Eropsry.
OH, KaK TOJIBKO ABUJICA B IIpaBJIeHNUe, ceifuac ke IMo/Io1Iesl KO
MHE U BaKHO 3asABUJI:

— Hy, Bot Buaute, Hukosnait HukosiaeBud, s BaM roBOpHUII
Buepa! PasBe He 1o-moemy BoIIIO? BoBce HeT ellle NPUYUH
OTYaNBATHCA B CYACTIIUBOM HUCXOJIE.

A mo>kas mieyamMu, HO He CTaJl pa3yBepATh CUACTINBIA, U
OH TIOIIIEeJI TOTOJIEM, PAAYsACh, YTO CJIOBA €ro XOTh OTYACTHU
MOATBEPKAEHBbl acTpoHOMOM. Brpouem, u UBany Eropsiuy, u
JIDYTUM ONITUMUCTaM OBLIIO BCe-TaKH He T0 cebe, ecyTi KTO-JI1-
00, XOT4 OBI B IIIYyTKY, IPUHUMAJICA PUCOBATh Pa3HbIE YKaCHI.

B ob6mmem, ogHako, HapoJT moBecesies. £ caMm, KOryia mepBoe
BIIeUaTJIeHUE BBIIOXJIOCh U HEPBAM HA/I0€JI0 TPEBOXKUTHCH, T10-
CTaBWII cebe BOIIPOC: CTOUT JIM U3BOJUTH Ce0sI IMpeXKeBpeMeH-
HO? Y HeMe/|JIeHHO OTBETUJI: He CTOUT. Bo epBbIX, BO3MOKHO
OTKJIOHEHUE KOMETHI OT €€ TellepelIHero mMyTH, BO3MOKHO, UTO
yZlap IOpa3uT MeCTHOCTh, OTJAJIEHHYIO OT HAaC, BO3MOKHO YTO
u ygap-to Oyzaet kuzneHbkuil. Ho Bo3pMeM camblii Hebsaro-
NPUATHBIN ciay4dail. UTo k! YMepeTh paHo Jid, MO3/THO JIU BCe
PaBHO IPUJETCA, & TYT JIUIIb HECKOJIBKUMHU T'O/JaMU PaHBbIIIE,
MOJKET OBbITh, /la’kKe HECKOJIbKUMHU JTHAMH TOJbKO! Bee Benp mog
Borom xoxmMm, 1 He 3HaeNIb HU JIHA, HU Yaca, KOT/a MPU/IETCA
paccumuTaTheA ¢ Ku3HbI0. Ho pasiyka ¢ Heto Hem30ekHa U 3Ha-
YUT, BCE JIEJIO JIUIIb B T€X MyYE€HUIX, KOTOPbIE IIepeHeCeIIh
pu cToJIKHOBeHUU. OHU, OJTHAKO, JIOJKHBI OBITh KPATKOBpE-
MEHHbBI; HUKTO IIPUTOM He IIOMeIIaeT, ecTu He Oy/IeT criaceHus,
3aKOHYHUTH CBOIO JKH3Hb CAMOCTOSITEJIBHO /IO TPUOBITUSA KOMe-
TBI U 6€e3 ee 6JIATOCKJIOHHOTO COJIeCTBUA.

U cTpaHHOE 1eJ10: 3TH IyCThIE, B CYIIHOCTH, COOOPaKEHUS
Kak OyATO ycrokomsu MeHs. MoxKeT ObITh, s 6€CCO3HATEIBHO
JIUIIEMEPUJI TIepesi caMuM co00H, HO pe3ysIbTaT MOJIyIUIICA JKe-
JIaTeJIbHBIMN.

Bo BcakoMm ciiydae, Bce Apyrue 310051 THA HA BpeMs ObLIN
OTO/IBUHYTHI B CTOPOHY. B razerax mucaaum TOJIBKO O KOMETE, 110
IIOBO/Iy KOMETHI, 32 KOMETY, IPOTUB KOMETHI U CKJIOHSJIA 3TO
CJIOBO BO BCeX MaJiekax M yuciiax. [{oIBUINCHh TOCBAIEHHBIE
KOMeETe U BBI3BAaHHBIM €10 HACTPOEHHUAM pacckasbl JIelKkuHa,
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I'pysunckoro u apyrux. Komery cranu, HakOHeI, IpoOUpaTh U
B IOMOPHCTHYECKUX KypHAJIaX.

OJniHa crieHKA OYeHb IOHPABUJIACh MHE IO CBOe0OPa3ZHOMY
B3IVIA/Iy aBTOpA HA KOMETY, KaK Ha HapyIIUTEJIbHUIL 00IIecT-
BEHHOU TUIIIUHBI U clIOKoWcTBUA. Ha nepBoil kapTHHKe KOoMe-
Ta B 00pa3e BeZIbMbI Ha ITIOMeJIE JIETUT K 3eMJIE; TOPOIOBOM TI0-
BEJINTEILHO MaIleT el PyKO:

— IIpoxomu, npoxoau! He 3anep:xuBarncs!

Czazm MacTepoBO#l B IIbSHOM BHJIE, JIEPKUTCA 32 HOHAPH
(TpyznHO 6eHOMY!) 1 GOpMOUeT:

— IMmwta, anagema! Besskyio HeducTsh crofal

Kaprunka BTopas: BezjbMa 700pasach-Taku 0 3€MIIH.

T'opoxoBoii (BeITasIKuBasA ee B 11et0). Kyza jeselnb, absi-
BoJ1! UecThI0O BeJib IPOCHT.

MacrepoBoti (310pazctByer). Xu-xu-xu! Tak-To Bac, IUTIOX
aTaKux!

Ha Tpetbeil kapTHHKe BeJlbMa-KOMeTa C IIOKOPHBIM BU/IOM
JIETUT y?Ke B IIPOCTPAHCTBE MPOUYb OT 3eMJIU; TOPO/IOBOH, OIATH
IIPU UCIIOJTHEHU U 00A3aHHOCTEH, CTPOTO CMOTPUT Ha MBSHOTO.

MacrepoBoii. f, rocroarH ropoI0BOH, ITOMOTaJT BEJIb BaM,
TOHNCH BOT Kak nepes borom!

T'opopoBoii. Iloau nyumre, mpocnucs! Wb, cio3apaHky
Hasnzasucs!

MacreposBoii. Henbss-c¢, komeTa-c. (Bapyr npuxouT B
BocTopr). BoH oHa, MuIasi, yyieneTbIBaeT; TaK U Ca/IUT. YJIIO-JTIO-
JI10-J110!

Boob11ie koMeTe CHIIBHO, JIOJKHO OBITh, UKAJIOCh, €CTIH OHU
MOT'YT UKaTh.

Besjie B KMOCKaX, KHMPKHBIX Mara3duHax, Ha yJIuIax mpoja-
By Oporrtopy: «Konerr cBera». CocraByieHa oHa ObLia GecTosi-
KOBO ¥ OTJIMYaIach 0OJIbIllEe BO3BHIIIEHHOCTHIO TOHA U 3HAKA-
MM [IPENUHAHUSA, Y€EM CMBICJIOM. ABTOD NPUTSAHYJI K OTBETY U
Jlammaca, u ®anpba, u PrammapuoHa, HO TOJIKY BCe-TaKH He
BBIIILJIO; BIPOYEM, 3TO, BEPOSITHO, U HE MHTEPECOBAIO KOMITH-
JIAITOPA; TOpa3zo BajkKHee /IS Hero ObLIO TO, YTO OpoIropa
TIOIILJIA XOJKO.

HMTak, mmocsie IepBbIX THEH CTpaxa BCe OISATH MO0 CBOEH
JIOPOTOH, ¥ MBI, TIOJIyYHB MHUHYTHYIO BCTPSICKY U HE U3BJIEKIITH
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U3 HEE HUYETO IIOYYUTEJIbHOT'O, OTAA/IMCh CHOBA O6I>I‘-IHBIM, KH-
TEUCKUM ApA3raM.

JHA yepes /1Ba mocje MOABJIEHUA UHTEPBBIO C ACTPOHO-
MOM, YTPOM, KOT/la MbI ¢ Bepoii emnfe He pemuam BOmpoca,
cJleyeT JIU HaM BCTaBaTh, BAPYT CJBIIIUM CKPHUI: JBEPH MPU-
OTBOPsAETCA U OTBEPCTUE MPOCOBBIBaeTcA Hoc IleTu u pazgaert-
csI 3BYYHBIH, TaK HA3bIBAEMBIN CIIEHUYECKUH ITETOT:

— MoxxHO?

— Basyin, — marny s pyKou.

IlosBisiercsa IleTst BeCh 1 B HOBOM KOCTIOME.

— Y0, KaKoBO?

MBI KpUTHYECKUM B3TJISIZIOM 0003pEBAEM €0 U TOBOPHUM C
BUJIOM 3HATOKOB:

— Xopomo!

ITorom Iletst caguTesi ¢ 03a00UEHHBIM BUIOM Ha KPOBATh:

— Yo 3k, OpaTIbl, TOPEBATH-TO BEAH TOJIKY MaJiO: KOMETa
elle Jajieko, /1a, MOYKET, M3 Hee HUYEero IyTHOTO U He BBIMET.
A IUTBh-eCcTh KaXKAbIH JIeHb Hafl0. Tak Jiu S TOBOPIO?

— IIpaBuibHO.

— Bort To-TO u ecthb. IloaTOMY IPOIOIKATH CIIEKTAKIU MBI
OyzeM, U TyT-TO sl BaC IPUXJIOIHY.

— To ecTb KaK?

— Jla Tak, 4TO Bbl MHE HY?KHBI.

— JIy11 KaKO¥ TaKOU SKCTPEHHOU HaZI0OHOCTH?

— B BockpeceHbe uzer y MeHs «Pycckas cBaspba», 1 MHe
HY’KHO OBI 1T060JTBIIIE XOP. BBIpyUaiite npyra!l

Bepa B BoCTOpre 1 HAUMHAET BHICUMTHIBATD, KOTO €IIle MOXK-
HO IIPUBJIEYH K OTBETCTBEHHOCTH. XOP, OKa3bIBAETCSA, ITOPI0U-
ueiii: ®ena, Huna, Bonogs, Hangsa, TatessHa ViBanoBHa, Kias-
nus [TerpoBHa. f, yesloBek MpaKTUYECKUHN, OXJIAXK/IAI0 ee BOC-
TOPT 3aMevYaHueM:

— Jla Beib MBI He 3HAeM, YTO HAJ0 IETh.
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— 39t10 MBI ycTpouM, — ycnokauBaet Ileta. — I u Huna
3HAaeM BCE MOTHBBI, U MbI IIPOHIEM UX HECKOJIBKO Pas IOJ
pOsiib. A HEKOTOPBIE U3 HUX BCE, HABEPHOE, 3HAIOT: «CiaBy»,
HaIIpUMep, <YK 1 30JI0TO XOPOHI0.

VX mMbl, OKa3bIBa€TCs, TOXKE 3HAEM, U STO MPEUCIIOIHIET
HAC HaIEKJaMU.

Ho Has1o sxe 94T0o-HUOYb BBITOPTOBaTh y [1eTH; s ¢ BAXKHBIM
BHUJIOM T'OBOPIO EMY:

— Tosbko MBI ¢ Bepoii fiemeBo HE BO3bMEM.

— J1a yx He 0OMIKY: pa3ouTy 10 JIEHEXKKe, TTOJIYIIKY B IIPH-
Jlaqay.

— Hy, o pykam.

Bechb 9TOT JieHb OBLI MOCBAINEH Pa3roBOpaM O IPEACTOS-
eM siebrote. OmnpolieHbl ObLIN Bce HaMeueHHble Bepoii suna,
U BCe OHU U3BSIBUJIN CBOE ITOJTHOE corviacue. Tospko Hamsa kak-
TO BJIPYT CKHCJIA: OHA BUAMMO, BOBCE He jKeJiasa, uToObl Bo-
JIOJIS BpaIllajcs B 00IecTBe GaphIIeHb.

B cBoe Bpems HacTynaeT u BockpeceHnbe. [lorosa He ciumi-
KOM BEJIMKOJIEITHAsI, HO HaM Tellepb MOope I10 KOJIEHO: MBI BEIb
cobupaeMcsi UTpaTh WIH, 10 KpallHEN Mepe, CTOATh Ha CI[eHe
HacTosIero tearpa. Bee B coope.

Tyt Hauanucek ko3Hu Hamu; cefiuac oHa mobexxasna K cebe,
MOPhLJIACh B CYHAYYKE U HalIa TaM 00JIe3Hb, IOJIep:KaHHYIO,
mpaB/ja, Ho HU4ero, couieT. Tora oHa BO3BpaIaeTcs:

— IMoessxkatite yx 6e3 MeHs. MHe YTO-TO HE3/IOPOBUTCA.

Bepa gaxke okpbIcHIaCh:

— U Bcerpa y tebsa He BoBpems! Hy, 1a 3HaeM MBI TBOU
6oste3un! Cobupaiics Jyryurie!

— Kak e s moeny, ecstn 6osibHA? Thl Bor 3Haer, 4To roso-
PHIIIb.

— Hy, ecisia TbI 60JIBHA, TO ITyCTHh Bosoas ezer.

— Eciu 0H X04eT, IyCTh €JIET.

W ucnoertyronui B3 Ha Bosiogo. OH, 6enHsATa, B 60/IB-
[IOM 3aTPy/IHEHUU: U €XaTh €My XOUeTCsl, U HEJIOBKO KaK-TO.
Haxkowner, oH HepenuTeIFHO TOBOPUT:

— Hy uTo X, mokasyi, s moeny.

MoJTHHEHOCHBIHN B3TJIAJ U JIEASHbBIE CJIOBA:

— Tak. 3HaUMTh, THI XOUEIITb OCTABUTH MEHS OHY, OOJIbHYIO?
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U BpInLIa KOposieBod. Bostoss mores neperoBOpuTh ¢ HErO
U HEe BEPHYJICA.

Kax 651 TO HU OBLJIO, HO MBI €/IEM H y>KaCHO TOPOIIHMCS;
ITeTs1 Bce BpeMsd JO/KeH ObUI YHHMATh Hallle HETEPIIEHUE.
Benneiii! OH exasn Ha cTpajy, a Mbl, € II03BOJIEHUA CKa3aTh, ra-
CTPOJIUPOBATb.

Haxoner-to MbI 1o0pasuch 10 Box/eaeHHoro caga. Ctpas-
Ho! HUKTO He ycTpanBaeT HaM TOP>KECTBEHHOH BCTpeUU, HUK-
TO JaKe — O y»Kac! — He oOpaiaeT Ha HaC BHUMaHUsA; cobaka,
pBIBLIASICA HEBAAJIEKE B Kyde MycOpa, M Ta COBEPIIEHHO Ipe-
HeOperJyia HaMu, XOTA B TO 7K€ BpeMs KaKOU-TO pabouwuii, mpo-
XOJIUBIINN MUMO, 3aCJIy>KUJI OT HEE CaMOe JIECTHOE K cebe OT-
HOIIIEHUEe: OHAa OpOCHIach 3a HUM U 3JIHJIACh YIIIU Pa3iuparo-
muM yiaeM. Kak ona opasia! MokHO OBLJIO TOAYMATh, YTO €€
PEeXyT Ha KyCOUKH.

Haxkoserr mapokcusM sipOCTH MPOIIIeT: pAO0YN BHIIIENT U3
chepsol Biiagenus cobaku. OHa MPUOCTAHOBUJIACH HA CEKYHIY
U ellle pasa /iBa TABKHYJA Pe3KO0, OTPHIBHUCTO, IOTOM IOBep-
HyJach W, CTOS y>Ke ODOKOM K CBOEMY aHTAarOHHUCTY, UyTOUKY
oiyMaJsia ¥, MeJIJIEHHO aaBOPOTUB MOP/Iy B €r0 CTOPOHY, eIlle
pa3 TABKHYJIH, HO y>Ke IJIyX0, KaK ObI B 3a[yMYMBOCTH. XOTe-
Ja 1y oHa ckasarb: «Hy, HaneBaTs»? Miu mocklyiana npo-
IAJIBHBIA IPUBET? DTO HABEKU OCTAJIOCH JIJISI MEHS TAHHOM.

Bot u 31anue Teatpa. Criepe/in OH He UMEET CTE€H, U MBI
BHU/JINIM, UTO 3aHABEC IOJIHAT, M Ha CIIEHEe HECKOJIPKO UEeJIOBEK,
KOTOpBIe IIPUBETCTBYIOT I1eTio Bo3riiacoMm:

— Yro x TBI, Oparern, omo3aan? A eile pekuccep Ha3bl-
BaelbcA. Kakol Tel HAM IpUMep ITo/iaentsb?

Ho Ilers crpor.

— Hy, BBl Tam, He pasroBapusars! 3anopppio!

U. cnenaB BeMuecTBEHHBIN JKeCT PYKOH, IIpUTJIaliaeT HAC
BOWTH B 3/IaHUE TeaTpa.

[MogHABIINCH MO JePEBAHHON JIECTHUIIE, MbI BCTYIIa€M B
xpamM MesbIiIoMeHbI ¥ OCMaTPUBAEMCS KPYTOM € OOJIBIITUM HH-
TEPECOM.

Hay HaMu BUCAT UIMHHBIE, KaK KOJIOAChI, CBEPTKHU XOJICTA,
cOOKy TOT 3Ke XO0JICT, HO Ha paMax U rpy00 pa3MasieBaHHBIM; J1a-
JKe Ha MOJIy ObLI PACTSHYT XOJICT, U TIO 3TOMY XOJICTY pabouunii
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B 3aMAaCJIEHHOM M M3Ma3aHHOM KpacKo# (papTyke BOAUII HeO-
PEeXHO ToJIcTelIel (¢ TOOPBIA KyJIaK) KUCTHIO, UYBCTBUTEb-
HO BBIBOJIAA: «Uy/IHBIA MecAI] IJIbIBET Ha-a-ajf] pekow». Cko-
PO, BIpOYEM, U MeCHs, U XOJICT UCUe3JIH, YIeTyYUIuch Kya-
TO, ¥ HaUaJlach peleTUIUHU.

HexoTopble akTepbl TOBOPUJIN CBOU POJIM C UyBCTBOM, He-
KOTOpPBIe KOe-KakK, HeOpeKHO, a IpeMbepIlia — C MUPOKKaAMHU.
Arto ObUIa MOJIO/IasA, Jajiee OYeHb MoJogas apTucrka (et 18-
19), KpyIIHOTO CJIOKEHUA U JOBOJIBHO KPacuBas B PyCCKOM
CTHJIE: HOC KPYIJIBIH, JIUIIO KPYIJIOE, IEeKU KPYTJIble, I[BET JIH-
1a PEKPACHBIN, YYTOUKY CMYTJIOBAThIN, AllIETUT IIPEBOCXO/-
HBIH.

ITeTst TO TOBOPUJI CBOU PEIIUKH, TO MOIPABJISI KOTO-HH-
Oy/ib U3 apTHCTOB, HE /IaBaBIIET0 TOro 00pas3a, KOTOPBIA CJIO-
kwics B yme y Iletn, win HajyieKalero ToOHa; OJHy aKTPHUCY
OH TaK Pa3orOpPYmJI, UYTO OHA ycesach MeXy KyJIucaMu U Ha-
yasia MIUIeTh YTO-TO: OHA, MOJI, HE pa3 urpasa 3Ty poJib, U Be-
371e, Be3/le ee XBaJIWJIM; OHA caMa ellle MOXKeT Hay4IUTh U T. /.

[TepBBIM U IJIABHBIM MOUM BI€YATI€HHEM OBLIO, YTO HUK-
TO He 3HAaeT POJIU, U TaK KaK 5TO MOCJIeHAS peneTulus, To,
3HAYUT, CIIEKTAKJIb IIPOUJIET ¢ mo3opoM. HuuyTh He ObIBasIO:
BO BPEMS CIIEKTAKJIA BCe OKA3INCh HA BBICOTE MPU3BAHUSA, U
JIeJIO IIJI0 OYEHb IVIAJKO, aXke coBceM xoportro. Eciau u 6putu
KaKue-JIu00 HeJIOUETHI, TO B T€X YACTAX, HA KOTOPbIE 5 PAHBIIIE
U BHUMaHUsA He oOpaTwi: Tak, Oyradop, IUTIOTaBbIA MY>KH-
YOHKA C YA3BJIEHHBIM CaMOJIIOOMEM W KPacHBIM OT IbSHCTBA
HOCOM, OTIIpaBUJICA 32 TUTApOU W IIpoIaj, COBCEM IIpOIa;
TaK Mbl U He yZJOCTOUJIUCH BUJIETh ero B TOT Beuep. [Ipunuioch
MIOTPEBOKUTDH KAKYIO-TO AaHTUKBAPHYIO PEKOCTD O TPEX CTPYHAX,
13 KOTOPBIX JIBE U3/IaBaJId KaKue-TO MOJ03PUTEIbHbIE 3BYKH,
a TpeThsl OJIHO BpeMs HUYEero He M3/laBajia, HO KOT/A ee ¢ OcC-
TOPOKHOCTBIO IOATSAHYJIM, HalllJIa ToJI0c 3arpoOHOro ToHa. Biipo-
yeM, ITy0IMKa He oOpaTUyia BHUMAaHUSA HA TUTApPY, U BCE COIILIO
6J1aTOIIOIYIHO.

Mps1 xoauiu B boraTedmux KadpTaHaX ¢ HEKOTOPBIMH U3'bsI-
HaMHU, MeJIU TOXKe ¢ U3bsIHAMU; KyOKH 3BEHEJH, KaK Jiepe-
BSIHHBIE, aPTUCTHI MMUJIKM U3 HUX BO3JIyX /IO JIHA, HO IMybOiuKa
ATOTO He 3HAJIA WJIM He XOTeJIa 3HATh U ObL1a JOBOJIbHA.
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Jlaxke TO, YTO MapuKMaxep, MO CIy4Yalo Mpa3gHUKa U 3a-
11051, HE U3BOJIMJI ABUTHCS, HE TTOBEPTJIO HUKOTO B OTUASTHUE;
TOJIPKO IIPEMbepIla X0Tesia ObIO c/lesIaTh CIleHy, KaK 3TO OHa
OyZleT urparb pycckyio OOspBIIIHIO 6e3 KOCHI, HO ITOpa3yMa-
JIa, UTO U3 CCOPBI BCe-TaKU KOCHI He BBINJIET, U YCIOKOMIACH, a
KOI/Ia YCIIOKOWJIACh, TO HAIIJIA KOCY y OJTHOW M3 apTUCTOK, Be-
JIMKOZYIIHO YCTYNHBIIEH el Ha BpPeMs CIIeKTaKIA COOCTBEH-
HYyI0 IpUBA3HYI0. UTO KacaeTcs Hac, My:K4YUH, TO XpabpocTu
Hallel He OBLIO IpeZesioB, U Mbl urpanu 6oap XVI cronerus
0e3 6opost; T. e. HAa TOAOOPOAKaX OBLIO YTO-TO HAITAaYKaHO, HO
MIPUHATH 5TO 32 60POAY WK XOTU ObI HOPOAKY MOTJIO JIUIITH OU€Hb
MIBUTKOE BOOOpasKeHUe: BOJIM3U MBI BBITJIAZETN HEOPUTHIMH YK
C MeCsIII.

JlaMbl HAIIX UMEJTU XJIOMOT IOJIOH POT; BO-IIEPBBIX, MIPHU-
MepKa IUIaTheB, BO-BTOPHIX, YCTPOHUCTBO KOC, KOKOIITHUKOB,
npucrocobseHue JeHT, ¢arTel, HO IJIaBHOE: TPUMHUPOBKA, I'PU-
mupoBka! CHauasa ux rpuMupoBasna HuHa, moTom oHH mo6e-
»kasu Memath [lere, morom Pobepty AnekceeBuuy. M Bce ux Ha-
Ma3bIBaJIU U O/IMa3bIBaIIH!

Ho ®esne u 3TOTO OBLJIO MaJIO: OHA YCTPOUJIACH CO CBOUM
3epKaJioM B YOOPHOHM M Hayajia eIle CaMOCTOSITETbHO II0/[BO-
JIUTh cebe TUIa3a; Tak Kak IOCJIe/IHNEe Y Hee U 6e3 Toro ¢ 6JIi0-
JIEYKO, TO BCKOPe OT PesTmHOro JINIAa OCTATUCh TOJIBKO IBE TPO-
Ma/IHbIe YepHbIE€ BIIQJAUHBIL. fl TOTOM yBepsi1 ee, OyATO B ImyO-
JIMKe yKacanuch: «CMOTpHUTe, CMOTPUTE, BOH TIJ1a3a B capada-
He». Pesid cepausach, yKopsaaa MeHs B IIpeyBeJInueHnH, HO Bee-
TaK{ HeCKOJIBKO YMEHBIIINIA YUepHble KPYTU BOKPYT IJIa3.

B ob6meM, ojHako, ¥ OHA, M BCe HAIIM JAMBI BBITJIA/IENH
oueHb Muio. lIpembepuie u TarbsaHe 1IBaHOBH KOKOIIHUK U
Ipoyee OYeHb IIM, U OHU ObLIU TUNIUYHBIMU PYCCKUMU 60s-
peiHAMU XV Beka U KPYyITHOI'O TEJI0C/TI0KECHHUA.

Ho Bepa B capadane u KOKOIIHUKe ObLIA IIPOCTO IpeJie-
CTHA, TaK YTO OJIMH U3 apPTHUCTOB, IIPEAIIOJIaras, YTo OHa COC-
TOUT €llle B JIEBUIAX, HAXO/IUJICS OOJIbIIIe BO3JIE HEE 1 TOBOPHJI
el pa3Hble KOMIIUMEHTHI U JlaKe CTUXOTBOPEHHUS, CTapasich
MIOPa3uTh CBOUM JIapoM uTeHus. He mpoussezs, olHAKO, HU-
kakoro 3¢ dekra 1 y3HaB (Kak pacckasbiBaja motom Bepa),
YTO OHA 3aMY’KeM, JII0Oe3HbIH apTHUCT, OPOCUB HENPUSI3HEH-
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HbIA B3IVIAA HA MOIO CPDABHUTEJIbBHO JOBOJIbHO BHYIIHUTE/IbHYIO
durypy, U3BUHHIICS, UTO €My HY?KHO B OydeT, KyZia ¥ CKpbLICS.
Brpouem, ecyii OH ¢/iesiast 3TO U3 OMACEHHs 3a CBOU pebpa, To
COBEpIIIEHHO HAIIPaCHO: HECMOTPS Ha €ro BHICOKOE MHEHUE O
CBOEH HapY»KHOCTH, 00asITEJIbHOCTH U UCKYCCTBE UTEHUS, 5 HU-
CKOJIbKO He OITacajICsl TAKOTO COTIEpHHUKA.

Bcem BooOI11e TeaTpasibHas JeATETbHOCTh OUeHb IIOHPaBH-
sack. MBI elje pa3 racTpoJIMPOBAJIH ¢ 60JIBIINM, 10 CIOBAM
ITetn, ycuexoMm, T. e. He 3a0bUIN OT CTpaxa pOJIU, CMOTPEJIH,
KyZla CJIEJIOBAJIO, U PACHOPSI’KAINCh PYKAMU U HOTAaMH IOYTH
CBOOOJIHO.

Cobupasuch UrpaTth ele; HO HEYKJIOHHOE TeUeHUE COObI-
THH Cpa3y MIPEKpaTUuJIO Halllh IIOIIBITKH CTAaTb 3allpaBCKHUMU
KpenaMu MenpnOMEHBHI.

VI

Colizis1 oTHAXK/ABI TIOCTIE CITYKOBI B pa3/ieBaIbHYIO, 51 BCTPe-
tricst ¢ Huaott CepreeBHOM, MOel COCITY>KUBHIIEHN, HO TI0 JPY-
roMy OT/esy npasienus. Oka3ajaoch, YTO HAM 0OOUM 0pOTa B
JlecHOHi, 1 MBI, KOHEUHO, OTIIPABUJIUCH BMECTE.

CHauasia IlepeKu/IbIBAINCh He3HAUNTEIbHBIMU 3aMedaHUA-
MH: IOXBAJIWIN IIOTOAY, II0KAJIOBAJIUCh APYT APYTY, YTO TOPOJ
JIETOM TOYHO B OCA/{HOM IIOJIO’KEHUHU: HU MPOUTH, HU IIpoe-
XaTh; IJe jleca y IOMOB, IZile MOCTOBAsA B3PBITa JJIs IOYUHKH.
ITorom Huna CepreeBHa yzjlapuiach B IUDUKY:

— W noxymars, 4TO TOJIBKO ellle JBe-TPU HeJlesId, U Bce OK-
py’Kamliee Hac, BCs 3Ta POCKONIHAS IPUPO/A, MOXKET OBITH,
OyZeT yHUUTOXKEeHA COBCEM, COBCEM.

— fI cuurasn 651, Huna CepreeBHa, 601€€ OCTOPOKHBIM He
yIOTPEeOIATH SIUTETA « POCKOIITHAS».

— Ilouemy aT0?

— Kakas e B [TeTepOypre pockolrHas mpupoza?

— Hy, BbI — u3BecTHBIN ckenTHK. Ho Bce-Taku B3IJITHUTE
Ha HeBy u ckakute 110 coBeCTH, pa3Be He KpacuBasd KapTUHA?
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A B3r1AHYI Ha HeBy, pacceruiaBuiyiocs Iepefio MHOIO TDPO-
Ma/JIHBIM 3€pPKaJIOM U YXOJUBIIYIO HaJIEBO JIByMs IIMPOKUMU
JIEHTaMU, B3TJIAHYJ, B3/JOXHYJI U COTJIACUJICH, YTO, IO COBECTH,
KpacuBas KapTHUHA,

— U, MmokeT OBbITh, TOJIBKO HEEU IBE KU3HU WJIN MEHb-
1re. Hy, 4To MOKHO c/1eJ1aTh B JIBE HEIEU?

Moii CKEeNTULIU3M OIATH BOCIIPSAHYJIL.

— A 4To OBl BBI C/IesIaIU B TOJI, B ZIECATH JIET, IasKe BO BCIO
’ku3Hb? Hasio gymarTh, TO Ke, UTO U B JiBe HeAeau. Pazauia
6bL1a OBI JIUIIH B KOJIMYECTBE UCIIOPYEHHON Oymarmy.

— Hy, xax tak! Bce-Taku MOXKHO IPUHECTU KaKyl0-HUOY/b
MI0JIB3Y JIIO/ISAM.

A naxke ycmexHyJics.

— Bor nmpeBocx0/1HOE BBIpQJKEHUE: KKAKYI0-HUOY/Tb ITOJIb3Y
moaam». [Ipocture, Huna CepreeBHa, HO OHO »KMBO HAaIIOMHU-
JIO MHE BBIIEPKKY U3 OJJHOTO Cy/IeOHOTO aKTa O CEKTaHTax: Kpe-
cThbsIHUH VIBaHOB, BO3Bpalllasch U3 JIeCy C APOBAMU, B3yMaJl
JlaTh cebe Kakoe-HUOY/Ib AyIle CllaceHHue, MOYeEMY TYT Ke U
pacnopaauice... Hy, ocrasibHOe HEMHTEPECHO, a BOT IJIaBHOE:
B3Z[yMaJl /1aTh cebe kakoe-HUOY/b AyIle criacenue. Hy, uem sTo
Xy?Ke Ballleld «KaKOH-HUOYb ITOJIb3bI JIIOJISIM»?

— Bn1 Bce cmeeTech Ha/lo MHOKO, — paccepaunaacs Huna
CepreeBHa, — 3TO OUEHb JIETKO, HO HEJIOTHYHO U OECIIETHHO.

— Corutaces. Ho uto, mo-amiemy, He OGeclieJTbHO?

— Jla BOT, HAIIpUMep... Hy, XOTA ObI CTpeMJIeHHE OBITh I1O-
JIE3HOM APYTUM.

— Jla-a? YTo ke JaeT BaM YBEPEHHOCTb B TOM, UTO UMEHHO
TOT WJIN APYTOH Balll MOCTYMOK IoJje3eH Jwoaam? Ho momyc-
THUM, YTO BbI JIEICTBUTEIbHO OKa3bIBAETECH MTOJIE3HON U TOMY
HMeHHO, KoMy ciaenyeT. Bol Bugute, Huna CepreeBHa, 4To
s OTMEPSIO BaM IOJIHOU PYKOH.

— Jla, na! Yto xe gasnpiae?!

— OOpbscHUTE Ke MHE, eCJIH MOXKETe, K YeMY 5Ta I0JIb3a,
IIPUHOCUMaAas B TeUeHUe He JIBYX HeJleJb, a JeCATH, IBaJLaTu,
MIATU/IECATH, JAXKe CTa JIET, €CJIM Yepe3 CTO JIeT Bce uesloBeye-
CTBO MOCTUTHET KaTacTpoda, MoI00HasT 03KUIaeMOL ?

ATOT 0BOJ, okazasica A Hunbel CepreeBHbl OUE€Hb CHUJIb-
HBIM, ¥ OHA He HalllJIa BO3PaXKeHUH, a TOJIbKO MeYaJIbHO CKJIO-
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HIJIA TOJIOBKY HAOOK U CKazaJia:

— AX, BBI pucyeTe OYeHb MpauHyw kaptuHy! Ho uTo xe
ocTaeTcs JIIOIAM?

— Kaxk Bam ckaszars? IIpu HOpMaJIbHBIX YCJIOBUAX HAIIIOCH
OBI MHOT'O BCSIKOTO JIeJ1a; JJa’Ke U TaKOoe, KaK y Hac ¢ BAMU, UMe-
JI0 OBI M3BECTHYIO IIEHHOCTD, TAKYIO K€, KaKOU OHO 00J1azajio
HeJIeJIN JIBE TOMY Ha3aJ; HO Teleph, KOTJa MbI JKJIEM IPO3HOTO
1 OECITOIATHOTO TOCTSI, HAM OCTAaeTCs JIUIITh HAC/IK/IEHHE BCEM,
YTO JIAaeT KU3Hb, U HACJAXKIAEHE TeM 00Jiee UHTEHCUBHOE, YeEM
MEHbBIIIE OCTAJIOCh JKUTh.

Hexotopoe Bpemsa mbl nutn Mosda. Hakoren, Huna Cep-
reeBHa 3a[yMYHBO IIPOU3HEC]IA, TOUHO B OTBET HA MBICJIEHHBIN
BOIIPOC:

— Hacnaxnenue! JJa, 5To HanboJsiee JOrMYHBINA BeIBOA. U
K 4eMy, B caMOM JieJie, CUUTAaThCA C MpeapaccyKaMu, eCJIu
OCTaJIOCh JKUTDb TaK MajIo?

[Ipu 5TUX cjI0BaxX MO€e CeP/iIle 3aTPEINETANIO OT PAIOCTH.
Hayio Bam 3HaTh, uto Huna CepreeBHa /1aBHO HpaBUJach MHe
Y 3HaJIa 3TO, Ja’Ke caMa KakK OyATO CUMIIaTU3WPOBaia MHE; HO
€€ CTECHSUIH KIIPeAPACCYAKI», a 1 HAXOIWI HeyA0OHBIM OOPOTh-
cs MpoTUB HUX. Teneph OHU OBLIM MMOXEPEHBI, HO OCTABAJIMCH
ele pasHble YCJIOBHOCTU, U3BECTHBIN PUTyaJs, IpeHebperaTh
KOTOPBHIM IIPH HAIHX ellle HeJOCTaTOUHO OJIU3KUX OTHOIIIE-
HUAX OBLJIO HEOCTOPOXKHO. IT03TOMY 51 ¢ MyZPOCThIO 3MUS Ha-
YaJI OKOJIbHYIO pedb, COBEPIIIEHHO OyATO OBl HE 0OpATHUB BHHU-
MaHUA Ha nocsieiHue ciaoBa Hunbl CepreeBHBI:

— Jla 1 BOoOOIIle Hac/TaXKJeHe — BeJIUKoe 06J1aro Jiis Ha-
e MOHOTOHHOU >Ku3HU. [Io MoeMy, TOJIBKO OHO U TIPHUZAET
el IeHy.

— Kaxkoe »xe Hac/IaK/ieH1Ee Bbl CYUTAETE TAKUM Oj1arom?

O, 5T0 GBI KOBAaPHBIN BOIIPOC, XOTA 33/1aH ObLI, HABEPHOE,
0e3 Besakoro 3710ro ymbicsia. Ho st m36eskast moiBOHOTO KaMHS.

— A xots OBl Hac/IaXKJIeHWe KpacoTamu npupozabl. He my-
MarTe, YTO s TaK YK HEeUyBCTBUTEJIEH K HUM. HampoTus, B JKu-
BOITMCH, HAIIPUMEP, MHE 0COOEHHO HPaBATCS KPaCUBbIE ITeii3a-
’ku. B IlerepOypre, MOJIOKUM, UX HET, HO BepcTax B 30-40 OT
Hero, B OUHJIAHIUM, €CTh IpeJIeCTHbIE TOPUCThIE JIaHAIad-
ThI. BoT, HanmpumMep, ToOKCOBO; BbI TaM, HaBEPHOE, OBIBAJIH.
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— IlpencraBpTe, HUKAK He cOOEPYCh, XOTS CHIBIIIANA YIKe
He pa3 caMble BOCTOP?KEHHBIE OT3BIBBI.

— Jla, MecTHOCTb OueHb KpacuBad. fI mobGbIiBay GBI Tam
OIIAITH C YZIOBOJIBCTBUEM: MOXKET OBbITh, HUKOTZA YK OOJIbIIE HE
IpuzieTcs BUAETH ee. XOTUTE, TIOEZEM TyZa 3aBTpa, 6J1aro 3aB-
Tpa BOCKpeceHbe — OT/ABIX OT paboT? f BO3bMYy JIOIIAAh y Uy-
XOHIIA, ¥ Mbl BEJINKOJIEITHO IIPOKAaTHUMCH.

Huna CepreeBHa nnogymasa, IOTOM 3asBUJIa PEIIUTEIBHO:

— Xopo11o, noeseM; 1 X0Tb HEMHOTO Pa3BJIeKych, Kak xe
HaM 3TO YCTPOUTH?

ITopackunys mo3ramu, Mbl pemnian, 4To Huna CepreesHa
OyzeT ’kaTh MeHA 3aBTPa B 10 4ac. yTpa Ha jiopore B I'paxk-
JIaHKY.

TyT MBI IOZOIIUTH K TTAPOBOM KOHKE; OHA OY/ATO JK/1aj1a Hac;
TOJIBKO YTO MBI YCIIEJTH CECTh B BATOH, MOCJIBIIIIAIUCH TPYOHbIE
3BYKH, 3BOHOK, IIADOBO3MK 3aIIbIXTeJI, U MbI I1OTI0JI3JIN.

A roTOB OBLT IPBITATH OT PAJOCTH, HO IO HAPY>KHOCTH COX-
paHAJ IOJIHYI0 HeBO3MyTUMOCTh. He 3Ha10, 4TO McHIbIThIBAIA
Huna CepreeBHa; MOry JIUIIb OTMETUTH, UYTO MBI 00a crapa-
TeJIbHO N30eraii pa3HbIX MOJBOIHBIX KAMHEH U, IJIaBHOE, YTIO-
MUHAHUA O «IIpeIpacCyiKax».

VII

Ha ciepyromuii eHb s1 BCKOYMJI PAHO U Ha BOIIPOC KEHBI,
Ky/a s TOPOIIIOCh, 03a00YEHHO COOOINMJI €il, UYTO y MEeHs
cremrHasi paboTa B IpaBJIEHUH, U YTOOBI OHA HeE KJlajla MeHs K
obesty: s1 3aKyIIly B TOPOJIE.

Bepa ObL71a 0OueHb HEZIOBOJIBHA, TPOU3HECTIA HECKOJIBKO TO-
PAYUX TUPAJI, BBIICHABIINX C O0TOCIOBCKOHN U (HU3UOTIOTHYIE-
CKOH TOYEK 3peHUs CYIeCTBEHHYI0 HEOOXOJMMOCTh BOCKpeC-
HOTO OT/IbIXa; TEM HEe MeHee s CBOEBPEMEHHO IOIEJIOBAJI €€ U
ycyes u3 I0My.

IMets yBuzen MeHs ¢ 6aJKOHA M KPUYAJ YTO-TO, YETO A HE
pacciIbIIai, HO Ha BCAKHUH CIydai JpY»KeTF00HO ITOKUBAJ eMY
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TOJIOBOH B YTBEPAUTETHLHOM CMBICJIE U IIOCKOPEE CKPBLICS 32
3ab0poM.

V¥x, kakas Opa moroga! ITpuposa xoresna, JOJKHO OBITH,
CKpacHUTh HaM IOCJIeHUE JHU Iepesl CMEPTHIO U pacIe/ipu-
Jach Ha Bce MenHble. CosTHIIE, HE TO CBUPEIIOE COJIHIIE, KOTO-
poe B MOJIZIeHb IPOHU3BIBAET BCe CBOMMHU pacKaJeHHBIMU JIy-
YyaMU U BBIUCKUBAaET, KAKUM ObI crtocOOOM HCIIeNenTh Bac,
HET, He TO YyJIOBHIIE, a CBETJIbIH, OsiaroymaTHbid ®eb. Mcrou-
HUK JKU3HEHHOTO Hayvasla, HEXKHO MPUKAcayIcAd K KOXKe JIUIA U
Jlackaj ee.

fI ¢ BOCTOProM pa3MbIIIAI O MPEACTOAIIEM Y/IOBOJIBCT-
BUU U OKOJIBHBIMU JIOpPOTaMu cTpeMuiics K yriy Crapomap-
roJioBckoro npocrnekra u Masoit Criacckoii. /fJob6paBuuch Tyza,
s1 HeMeJIJIEHHO 3aapeH/IoBaJl Y YyXOHIIa JIOIIah Ha BeCh JIeHb,
MIpUYEeM YyXOHEI[ KOPYHJI Pa3Hble POKU B JOKA3aTEIHCTBO TO-
rO, YTO B35UJI C MEHS OUYEHb JIelieBo. DTO ObLIO, OJIHAKO, THYC-
HOe JIMIIEMepHeE, UYTO 5 €My U BBICKA3aJl, U TOT/IAa YyXOHEI] I10-
MIPOCWJI Y MEHA Ha 4Yai, 4ToObI He CKYYHO OBLIO OXKUZATh JIOIIA-
JIF, KaK OH 00BSCHUJI CBOIO IIPOCKHOY.

A cen B IpOKKH, XJIECTHYJI JIOMIAJKY, OTUETO OHA KaK Oy/i-
TO 3aKa4yajach, ¥ MOKATWI. BripoueMm, 5TO He COBCEM TOUHOE
BBIpa)KEeHUE; KoJieca, MOJIOKUM, KaTUJIUCh, IbLIb MOJHAIACH
CTpalrHasi, HO IOJIBUTAJICA 5 He CTUIIKOM y3K ObIcTpO. Jlomans
He YPOHMUJIA CBOEH BEKOBOH CJIaBbl U BCAYECKH CTapasiach IO-
KasaTb, UTO el M3BecTHA JIaTHHCKas mmoroBopka: festina lento
(cnemu MeJIUIEHHO), ¥ YTO OHA HaXOJUT BIIOJIHE OCHOBATEIb-
HOU MBICJIb, 3aKJIIOYAIONIYIOCSA B 3TOM moroBopke. Hy uTo x, s
NPUMUPUJICA; APAThCA BOOOIEe HE B MOEM XapakTepe, Ja U
CIIENINTH He 3aueM ObLIIO.

JlorHan s cBOW cOyTHHUILY yKe B ['paxkiaHke, moMor el
CECTh, U MBI CTQJIN TPSICTHCh BMECTE.

— BrI 1ocTaBMIN MHE ABOMHOE YI0OBOJIBCTBHE, — OOPATHII-
ca 1 k Hune CepreeBHe, — BO IePBBIX, CBOUM IIPUCYTCTBUEM,
KOTOpOe JIeWCTBYET Ha MEHs Tak 0JIarOTBOPHO, KaK KHUBUTEIb-
Hasi poca Ha UCTOMHUBIIIEECS OT JKapbl PaCTeHHUE, a BO BTOPHIX...
I'M...

— 0-0, kak BbIicokomnapHo! Hy, a Bo-BTOpbIX?

— Bo BTOpBIX, TEM, UTO TEJIE’KKA HE TaK TPSCET.
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— A-1o 371€CH TIPU UEM?

— BBI-TO 371€Ch He IpHUYeM, HO BeC Balllero Tejia OYeHb J1a-
’Ke TloMoraet. Peccopsl IOBOJIBHO TyTHe, U KOIZia s CUJiesl O/IUH,
TO MEHS U3PAJHO-TAKU MMO0PACHIBIO. A TeNEph BBl CaMH,
ZlyMalo, 3aMevaeTe, YTO HacC He 1o/0pachIBaeT, a Tak, cjierka
neperpsaxuBaet. [IpumuTe MO0 cepiedHyI0 6J1aTOJAPHOCTD.

Bbraromaputs, ogHAKO, OBLIO pAaHO: TPACKA, IIPaB/ia, yMEHb-
IIMJIach, HO 3aTO C MOEH CTOPOHBI peccopa Mo/iaIach HaCcTOIb-
KO, YTO KOJIECO CTAJIO0 YMPKATh O KPBUIO TeJIeKKU. MHe ObI 5TO
HarieBaTh, HO Huna CepreeBHa — ocoba ¢ HepBaMU — CTasia
€KUThCA ¥ KPUBUTH Pu3HOHOMHUIO. MHe OBLJIO TOpa3/io IpUsIT-
Hee BOBCe He BUJETh ee JINIA, YeM BUJIeTh €T0 NCKPUBJIEHHBIM
¢ mpubaByieHUEM: «AX, KaKk 3TO HecHOCHO!» IToaTomy s cen Ha
00J1ydoK U cras moka3biBaTh Hune CepreeBHe, Kak Jiep:KaTCs
XOpOIIIO BBIMYIITPOBAHHbBIE Kyuepa MPHU aHTJIMHACKON 3aKJaji-
Ke.

ITorom, y:ke 3a Pyubsimu, s IpUHAJICA U300paKaTh JIUXOTO
AMIIHUKA, HO CKOJIBKO HU THMKaJI, TOJIKY He BBIXOJUJIO: I1OJI/Ias
JIOIIaJIeHKA TPyCuia I0-IIPeKHEMY, IIPE3PUTEIBHO OTHOCACH K
MouM crapanusaM. HakoHern, Korja 1 0cOOeHHO JIUXO0 TUKHYJI,
OHa OCTAaHOBWJIACH U, 3ABEPHYB MOPAY, YCTPEMUJIa HA MEHA
YAWBJIEHHBIH TJIa3a: OHA MOAyMaJia, HABEPHOe MOoIyMasia, ITO
A TpoHyaca! MeHs 5To Tak ITOPa3uio, UTO A Cpasy YTHUX.

Torga Hauaauch mM3zeBaTeabcTBa co cropoHbl Hunabl Cep-
TeeBHBI; OHA HAIILJIa, YTO Y MeHs OOJIBIIION TAJIAHT B JieJie TH-
KaHbs, HO YTO 1, BEPOATHO, TaK U YMPY HEOlleHEHHBIM; BO BCA-
KOM cJIyuae, ecIi MHe Ha/I0ecT JKeJIe3HO/I0POKHasA CIy:k0a, To
MOIpUIIe AMIIHUKA OTKPBITO IIPE0 MHOIO.

A co 3y1ocTH BO3pa3wi ed, YTO He/leN Yepes3 JIBe BCe I10-
IIPUILA, BEPOATHO, Oy/IyT 3aKPBITHI U /LIS Hee, U JUIS MeHs. ITO
3aMmeuaHue nosepryio Huny CepreeBHy B yHbIHUE, U 5, 3JI0PA/I-
HO YCMEXHYBIIUCH, IPUHAJICA paboTaTh HaJ, JIOMIAJbI0, ITOKA
OHA He M300pa3uia HaKOHEI] HEUTO BPOJie TaJIONUPYIOIIEN KO-
POBBL.

Bckope, omHaKo, yHBIHHE OBJIaZleJI0 U MHOIO: 1 BCIIOMHIJI,
YTO 3a0bUT KYIIUTh KAKUX-JIMOO CHECTHBIX ITPUIIACOB. B mpexxHme
IIyTeNIeCTBUS MbI JIeJIayil OOBIKHOBEHHO ITPUBAJI HA CEpeUHE
IIyTU U 3aKyCHIBAIU. ATO OBUIO OYEHb MPUATHO, XOTA HEZOpa-
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3yMEHHs C JIOIMIAJhbMHU U BHITACKUBAHUE JIPOXKEK U3 IMPUJIO-
PO’KHBIX KaHAB OTHUMAJIN YaCTh Y0BOJICTBHsA. Ternepb 3TOTo
HeJIb3sl OBLJIO c/ieJiaTh; IPUXOAUIOCH eXaTh /10 TOKCOBO HATO-
IIaK.

YpydeHHBIN MBICJIBIO O CBOEH PacCesTHHOCTH, a ellle OoJiee
JKECTOKMMU YIIPEKAaMU MOETO JKeIy/IKa, 1 CHOBA IIPUHSAJICA pa-
6oTaTh HaJ, JIOIIAAbI0 U HAaKOHEI JOOMJICA TOro, YTO OHA Hauda-
sa OpeikaThea. Huna CepreeBHa, ecTecTBEHHO, 00€CIIOKOU-
J1aCh;

— Yro BeI, Hukosaii Hukosaesuu! Benp 510 GecuenoBeu-
HOo! OHa BBIKUHET HAC U3 Apoxkek! A ykacHo kajero, UTo moe-
xXajia ¢ BAaMU.

A Tak OBLT 3aHAT CCOPOU C JKEJIYJIKOM, UTO ITPOIYCTUJI MHU-
MO YIIIEH 3TO AJ0BUTOE 3aMedaHre, HO BCe-TaKH! IIPEI0CTaBIII
JIOIIATW TIOJIHYI0 CBOOOAY MaxaTh XBOCTOM U IePEBATUBATHCS
Cc HOTM Ha HoOry. BopouewM, Temnepsp y:K HUKAaKUe CTapaHUs He
oMOTrJId ObI: MBI BCTYIIWJIM B 00J1aCTh XOJIMOB U Tiecka. Ilecok
OBbLIT criepesiu, c3a/1M, CIIpaBa, cjIeBa, CHU3Y U JJa’Ke CBEPXY, OT-
KyZla OH SABJIsLJICA OJrarozapsi 6J1arOCKJIOHHBIM YCHUJTHSAM IIPO€e3-
JKaBIITUX MUMO KpecThsH. [10/TheMbI CTAHOBUJIMCH BCE Kpyde, U
JIOIIa/IEHKa CKOPO IepecTaja MaXaTh XBOCTOM. DTO OBLIT BECh-
Ma Ba)KHBIH ITPU3HAK, U 5 TOTYAC K€ CJIE3 C TEJIEKKH, ITepeIaB
Boxk>ku Hune CepreesHe.

Tak MBI TAHYJIUCH Yaca /iBa. I'ie mopora 1mia moj ropy uin
TI0 TIJTOCKOCTH, TaM 5 mojicakuBasicsi kK Huue CepreeBHe, U Mbl
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT MEJJIEHHO CIEININJIN; HO T/ie ObLI CTUIIKOM
KPYTOU MOJTbEM, TaM U MO CIIyTHHIIA CITyCKaJylach Ha 3€MJIIO,
MOKa3bIBasi BCAKUM pa3 MPEXOPOIIEHbKYIO0 CTPOHMHYIO HOXKKY;
OZIUH Pa3 s YBUJIEJ 3Ty HOXKKY IMOYTH JI0 KOJIeHa, U Y MeHs
Jla’ke TIOTEMHEJIO B IJ1a3aX U YTO-TO 3aKO0JIOJIO HE TO B CEP/IIIE,
HE TO B IIOSICHUIIE.

Boo011e HamI ppicak He UMeJI MPUYHH KaJOBaThCs Ha Hac
3a Her'yMaHHoOe oOpartieHue. f make mbITaycs MOUTH €ro B JI0-
pore, HO, Ka)KeTcsl, OH HUCHbITaJ OOJIbIIE JOCAAbI, UEM Y0-
BOJIBCTBHUSI.

Haxonen mbl 3aBujiesid TOKCOBCKHE XOJMBI. ITO HECKOJIb-
KO YVTENIUJI0O MeHA, XOTA A 3HaJI, UTO €XaTh OCTaJIOCh €Ille
nopsAouHo. CKOpO MBI I00paINCh 10 PEYOHKH, KaXKeTCs, TOH
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caMoi, uTo Buajaetr B HeBy y OXThI U IOTOMY Ha3bIBaeTCs
OxTo¥1; BIpoueM, MOXKeT ObITh, 1 HA000POT. B Hell, KOHEYHO,
nosiockasnuch pebarumky. Huna CepreeBHa UCITyCTHIIA TOMHBIH
B3/I0X U CJIOBA:

— AX, Kak ObI MHe XOTeJIOCh BBIKyTaThCA!

— 3a ueM ke zesio crtayno? He crecHAUTECH: s CMOTPETH He
Oymy.

— Hert yx, He Haz10. HeT HU OJI0TEHIIa, HU KOBPUKA.

U 3arem, Gecco3HaTeNbHO MOJPaXKkasd KPBLJIOBCKOU JIKCe,
npubaBuia:

— MozxeT ObITh, TAM TUABKU.

— Hy, nuaBku eaBa jiu; JATYIIKA, HABEPHOE, €CTh.

— Jlarymku?! Yx! Hu 3a 94TO He cTaHy KyIaThCs.

W MBI moexasnu Jajiplile, T. €. Moexaja TOJbKO TeJIEKKA,
160 0pora IMoILIa B TOPY; Mbl CKPOMHO ITOILJIEJTHCH C3a/TH.

Ho BoT MbI u B TokcoBe. fI Bbhe37kal0 B 3HAKOMBIH MHE
JIBOP, /110 JIOLIA/IN ITOeCTh U CTPEMJIIOCH B J1aBKy. Haxoxy Tam
TOJIPKO KOIYEHYI0 Kos1bacy, TOp/io 3asBUBIIYI0O MHe, UTO OHa
OMHHUT BeliHemeliHeHa 1 ApyTrux repoes Kasepasisbl.

— A! — ckaszan 4 Ha yucTOM (PUHCKOM A3bIKe, HO Jajbllie y
MeHs TO3HAHUI He XBAaTWJIO, U S TPOJ0JIKAJI TIO-PYCCKH:

— Tewm sryumie, matymika, y Tebs OyZieT MaTepuas A1 CpaB-
HEHU C COBPEMEHHOU KU3HBIO.

OfHUM CJIOBOM, 51 HE CMYIIIAIOCh U 6€CCTPAIIHO MOKYA0
nesblid GyHT. 3aTeM MPUOOpeTaro J0CTATOYHOE KOJTUUECTBO
xsieba, Jas, caxapa U BO3Bpallaloch Ha3aJl, K MECTY CTOSHKH,
r7ie IyTeM KOHGUAEHIINATBHBIX IIEPETOBOPOB € XO3HKOU 0bec-
reynBaro cebe MpaBo Ha J[BA JIECATKA AUI] U KPHIHKY MOJIOKA,

Huna CepreeBHa cuaut cebe CKpPOMHO B CaJlUKe U YJIbI-
Gaetcs, rIAAA Ha Mou crapaHusa. Eif xopomro! OHa ycnena Jio-
Ma IoecTbh, Kak ciaenyer! Ho ga mpocerur et Ayiax, a g puc-
TYILTIO K 60phbe ¢ Kostbacoii!

CHauaJsia 51 BBIOUpAIO /IS ce0sl MO3UITUIO TIOKPEmde U BOO-
pYy’Karoch, 3aTeM BBICMATPHUBAIO Y Bpara MecTo, cjaabee 3aIu-
IEHHOE, U Xpabpo, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, OYEPTA T'OJIOBY, OpOCAIOCh
Ha Hero.

U rpsHy 601, 601 ¢ kKosibacoi!
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KomrueHas fepeBsIka okasaaach CUJIbHBIM IPOTHBHUKOM;
HO MoW 3y0Obl BHUBAJINCh B HEE C OCTEPBEHEHHEM, MOU UEJIIO-
CTHU MOJIOJIY, KaK KaMHe/IpOOUIIbHBIE JKEPHOBA, U CKOPO IIepe-
JI0 MHOIO OCTaJIach JIUIIb Ipy/iKa meayxu. Mol Kery1ok — o,
IJIyTIBIY! — mepecTas HBITh. [100K /Y, UTO T CKaXKeEIIh Beve-
pom!

TyT nocnenu u saina. Ho g, nomectus B cebsa GyHT puH-
JISTHJICKOTO TPAHUTA U CTOJIBKO Ke XJieba, HalllesI, UYTO Hy>KHO
JIaTh JKeJIyAKY BO3MOXKHOCTb pa3obpaTbcs B TOM, UTO ceildac
ObLI0 TIOTUIONIEHO. MyzapeHas, aymato, O6buta ato mryka! Of-
HUM CJIOBOM, HU 51, HU MOsI CI[yTHHUIIA HE XOTEJIU ceiiyac ecTh U,
3aKa3aB caMOBap, OTIIPABWINCH K TOKCOBCKHUM O3€epaM.

VIII

BoobGpa3zuTte cebe mMUPOKUM IPAHUTHBIH Iepeleek, ¢ KaxK-
JIOM CTOPOHBI KOTOPOTO YXOAUT BAab 03epo. OHO U3 HUX 3a-
BOPAYMBAET HAJIEBO, U BB 32 XOJIMAMHU HE BU/IUTE €r0 KOHIA;
JIpyroe, mpaBoe, Bce, KaK Ha JIaJIOHU, HO Ha IIPOTHUBOIOJIOXK-
HOM Oepery 4yTh BHIHBI KAaKHE-TO TEMHBIE U CBETJIbIE IBU-
JKyIIMecs TOUKH, U OINBITHBIE JIIOJ TOBOPAT, YTO 3TO KOPOBHI
Y JIOIIA/IN.

IIpocTop HEOOBIYATHBIH!

W MBI cTOMM Ha 3TOM Ilepelllelike, ecTeCTBEHHOU T'PaHUT-
HOU IUIOTHHE, CAKEHAX 3TAaK B 25 Wiau 0ojiee HaJ, YPOBHEM
03ep, JIrdyemMcs IMMTUPOKON BOJTHOU TJ1a[bI0, POIIUIIAMH, T10-
KPBIBAIOIIIMMU pacCessHHbIE BCIO/Ly XOJIMBI, BJIbIXaeM Uy/leCHBIH
CBEXKUU BO3/yX U BCEM CYIECTBOM CBOUM UYBCTBYEM: ax, Ca-
MOBap ObI TOCKOPeTi!

Hy, nenate Heuero; Mbl BepHyIHuch, U TyT Huna Ceprees-
Ha co0JIaroBOJIMIIA OT/ATH IOJKHYIO TaHb AHIIAM U MOJIOKY. f
CMOTpeJI Ha Hee, PAJI0OBAJICA U YCePAHO IMHJ Yal, KOTOPHIH
CUJIPHO OT3BIBAJICSI KOIIOPKO; BIIPOYEM, 3TO OBLIO MOEJIOM:
He 3a0bIBail B3ATH MPHUIIACOB B TOPO/IE, HE HAJIENCs HA TOKCOB-
CKYIO IPOMBIIIIJIEHHOCTb ¥ TOPIOBJIIO!
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ITocse yast Mbl, KOHEUHO, OMATH MOULUIN TYJIATh W, KOHEY-
HO, K 03epaM; BeIOpasin cebe MEeCTEUKO MOYIOTHEE, S Pa30CTIIT
[aJIBTO, U MBI YCEJIUCh, a IOTOM JIa’Ke Pas3JIeryIuch.

Uepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT S IIPUBCTAJI, YTOOBI yJI€UbCs I10-
ynobOHee, HO B3IIAHY I Ha Huny CepreeBHy H... He yJercs: o4eHb
YK cO0Ia3HUTEIPHBIMU ITOKA3JIMCh MHE /IBA AaHTHUIIOZA €€ Te-
J1a: XOpOIlleHbKUe HOXKKHU, BBITVIAAbIBABIINE U3-TI0]] IJIAaThs, U
IIpeJIeCTHBIN MOJYOTKPBITHIN POTUK C IOJIHBIMU I'yOKaMHu; IJ1a-
3a OBLITU 3aKPBITHL.

A, Hemosro ymast, 3aBJjIajies1 JeKaBIIeld Bo3Jie MeHs 06e3
BCSIKOTO JleJia PYYKOU W 3amedaTtiiesl Ha HEW MOUYTUTEIbHBIN
nornenyii. Hukakoro mporecra! Toryia s mpuioKuiIcs K HOXKKE,
T. €., COOCTBEHHO, K UyJIKy. ONATh-TaKH HUYETOo!

I'7a3ku TPOIOJIKAIOT OBITh 3aKPBITHIMHU, TOJTBKO BEKU KaK
OyATO JTPO’KAT.

A nmabpasncs xpabpocTu U, MOTAHYBIINCH, IPUJIOKUIICH K
JlaBHO MaHUBIIUM MeHs ryokam. O, Boctopr! MHe OTBeUaoT
nonenayem!

Bbl HaxoUTE, UTO BTO CIUIIKOM mpocTo? UTo K JieaTh!
Bce Bestnkue COOBITHS COBEPIIIAIOTCS CAMbBIM ITPOCTHIM 00Pa30M.

JanpHelnre nogpoOHOCTH /IJIs1 HE3aMHTEPECOBAHHOTO Y-
TaTeJA, MOXKaIyH, N3auIIHU. CKaKy TOJIBKO, YTO Yepe3 Yac MbI
Y?K HaIleJIOBINCH BJIOBOJIb U OBLIIA HA «ThI», K YEMY KEHIIUHBI
UMEIOT B TAKUX CIIyJasaX 0COOYI0 CKJIOHHOCTb; JI€JIAETC 3TO Y
HUX TaK IPOCTO, TAK CKOPO, YTO f TOJIBKO Y/IMBJISAIOCH, HO HH-
MaJIO He BO3paskalo.

A B maHHOM ciy4ae 51 ObLJI 0OYapoBaH TOU Oe3bICKYCCTBEH-
HOCTbBI0, KOTOPYIO0 OOHapy»Kuja Tenepb Mos CIIyTHUIIA; JIOCTa-
TOYHO CTBIZIJIMBOCTH, HO HU KAIUIU KEMAHCTBAa WIN MaHEpHU-
YaHUA, KOTOPBIE C TAKOIO IIeIPOCTHIO BHIKA3BIBAIOT UHbIE JKEH-
IIVHBI B OJIOOHBIX CIy4yasaxX. A f O4eHb OIacayics 3TOTO, CyAsd
10 TIpekHeMy noBeAieHUI0 HuHbI (4 AymMaro, oHA MPOCTUT MHE
Terepb 3Ty PaMUIbIPHOCTD, JIOTUYECKH BBITEKAIOIIYIO U3 TOJIb-
KO YTO CKa3aHHOTO).

Xopotio cujziets HajsL o3epoM! Ho cosHIle CKIOHAETCA K 3a-
1ajry, ¥ HaM Iopa cooupaThCsi B 0OPaTHBIN ITyTh.

A roBopio 06 aTom HuHe, a OHA IpHKUMaeTcs KO MHeE, KaK
KOIIIEYKA, OXBAaTHIBAET CBOMMHU IIPEJIECTHBIMHU PyKaMH MOIO III€lO,
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BOBCE HE 3aCJIy’KUBAIOIIYI0 TAKOTO OJIaYKEHCTBA, M IIPOCHUTETh-
HO-HAaCTOMYUBBIM TOHOM 3asIBJISET:

— Hert, mocuaum enre! 3/1ech Tak XOPOIIIO.

A cMoTpIO B ee MUJIBIE CHHHUE TJIa3a U ybex/1ach, 4To,
JleCTBUTEBHO, Xopo1o. Kosu Tak, nocuaum!

Bapyr Huna rosopur:

— A xak ObI ThI OTHECCA K 3KeHe, ecjii Obl OHa Tebe usme-
HUJIA?

— Jla aukak! HenpustTHO 66110 OBI, KOHEYHO, HO JOJIT —
IJIATEKOM KpaceH.

— Ho, mipesictaBp cebe: crasiu OB TOBOPUTD, UTO OHA I1030-
PHUT TBOE UM, YTO ThI YyBEHUAH POTAMH. ..

— Hy, moi#i apyr, MOKeIlllb He MPOJI0JIKAaTh: A IaBHO YK
BBIPOC M3 3THUX IITAHUIIIEK.

— Ax TbI, HeBexka!

U ona mIyTyiiBO, HO BecbMa 0OCfA3aTeJIbHO IJIENIHYyJIa MeHs
cBOeU Py4ykoH. B mesnax camocoxpaHeHUs f MPUHYKAEH ObLI
OBJIQJIETH STOI0 PYUYKOU U Jiep:KaTh ee B IJieHy y ryb. Camas
Kpellkas TIopbma!

a, xoporo 65110 371ech! Tak X0poII10, YTO MbI ¥ 3a0BLTH O
BpemeHU. Ho coJiHIE, XOTh M KOCBIM MaHEPOM, HO Bce Oosiee
CKJIOHSJIOCHh K 3aKaTy U, JOUAA /10 TOPU30HTA, OCTAHOBUJIOCH
Ha MTHOBEHHE U MOTPO3WJI0 HaM majblieM. MbI 3aMeTHIH
CTPOTO€ BHYIIIEHUE U OTIIPABUJIUCH K JIOIIAIH.

HeckobKO MUHYT, U PacyeThl C XO3IUKOU KOHYEHBI, JIO-
1a/1b B3HY3/]aHA, U MBI Ca/IUMCH.

OTpoxHyBIIaA JoIIaJieHKa OepeT HacC ¢ MecTa PETUBO, U
yepe3 MUHYTY JBOP, TPAKTUDP U BCe 11033/ CKpPbIBaeTcsA B 00-
JIaKe IbLIU.

— 2Kasnko yes:katb, — ropoput HuHa, BeiCKa3blBas U MOIO
MBICJIb. TOUHO MBI OCTaBUJIH 3/1€Ch YTO-JIU0OO0 JJOPOTO€, POJHOE.

AX, OHa TTpaBa: MbI OCTABIJIU 3/I€Ch CAMOE JIOPOTOE, YTO MO-
KeT OBITh Y UeJIOBEKA: MUHYTY CUACThS.

A 3apepkuBar Hamero PocuHanTa, u MHI eme pa3 060-
paumnBaeMcs Ha3az, K 03epaM.

CoutHIle y2Ke 3a11L10.

HexHast, 30JI0THCTO-as1asi TKAHb CBETA, OJIeBINasi HEOOCKJIOH
Ha MeCTe 3aKaTa, MPOU3BOMIa HEU3bACHUMO-4Yapylolllee BIe-
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yatsienne. C 03ep MOTAHYJIO JIETKOIO CBEXKeCThI0. Bee kazanoch
TaKUM MUPHBIM, PaZIOCTHBIM, BCE 3BAJIO JKUTh U HACIIAXK/IATHCS
JKU3HBIO.

U BApyT ONATH BCS MECTHOCTh B MOUX IJIa3aX IOTEMHeEJIA.
A naxke OrJIAHyJICA: HET, TYYH HUT/Ie HEe BUIHO; JlaXke obJauka
HeT, ITO HPaBCTBEHHAA Ty4ya OMpavyusa MOIO JIyIILy.

Ha ob6paTHOM IyTU OBIBIINE ITOBEMBI OOPATUINCH B CIIyC-

KU, JIOIIaJIeHKa TOPOITUJIach JOMOM, U Mbl Tpuexasu B JlecHOMH
paHBbIIIe TOJIYHOYH.
CnaB Jomaap BIIAZEJIbIly, HE YIIYCTUBIIEMY CJIydas CIIPOCHUTH
ele pas Ha 4yai, s mpoBoaAMJ HuHy, HO He /10 cCaMOTO JIoMa,
100 OHa He X0Tejia, YTOOBI ee JOMAaIllHIe BHUEJIH Hac BMeECTe.
Y0BOJIBCTBUSA OT 3TUX IIPOBOJIOB 51 HE HUCIIBITAI: Be3/le Ha Jia-
BOYKAX CHIEIU JAaYHUKH U JAYHUIIBI, K MbI BeJIU ce0s1 CTPacTh
Kak YnHHO. CJI0Ba, KOHEYHO, MbI Pa3Hble TOBOPUJIH, HO U TO C
omackoi. IIpuIuIOCh MO3TOMY BJIOKHUTH B IIO3/[HEE PYKOIIOXKA-
THE CTOJIbKO JI00BH, uTo HrHA faske 3aTpsicia cBoel mokpac-
HEBIIIEH PYYKOU; HO BMECTO THEBHOT'O BOCKJIUIIAHUSA, KOTOPBIM
OHAa, HECOMHEHHO, Harpaauia Obl MeHs CyTKaMU paHbIIe, A
TIOJIYYIMJI TOJIBKO JIACKOBOE:

— ¥V, MUJIBII MeBeab!

A TJ1a3a HACKa3aJH CTOJIBKO OpaHW, YTO S MMOYYBCTBOBAJI
cebs Ha Bepxy OJIaKEHCTBA M, HE MIPOXOAHU TYT KaKas-TO KBa-
paTHas MaMalia ¢ TpeMs CTPOHHO-Xy/IOIIaBbIMU JIEBUIIAMHU,
0bI Tak 1 moms Huny, kak HactoAmuil MmeaBens. Ho oHa He
3HaJIa, OT KaKOH y>KaCHON OIACHOCTH CITACJIO €€ 5TO MOYTEH-
HO€ CeMENCTBO, U JjaKe IIPOBOJIUJIA €T0 HEeJIOBOJIBHBIM B30POM.

Korza s BepHysics jomoi, Bepa MHe czesiana HaroHsi 3a
II03/1Hee BO3BpallleHHe JIOMOM, KOTOpoe HeJb3s ObLIO 00bsic-
HUTH paboToro. fl mpusHascs ell, UTo Be4epoM IIPOBeJI BpeMs B
«Apkanum» (a Beapb A He coBpa!), U HMOJIyYUII erne OOIbIIui
HAroHsH 3a TO, KaK A CMeJI UATHU Tya 6e3 Hee.

HecmoTps Ha 3TO, A 3aCHYJI CKOPO, U BCIO HOYb MHE CHH-
JIVICh CTPOUHBIE HOXKKHU U TTOJTHBIE TYOKH.



IX

Ha npyroii ;eHs Mbl BeTpeTwinuch ¢ HUHOM y cTaHIy KOH-
KU (KOHEYHO, COBEPIIEHHO CJIy4ailHO) ¥ BMECTE OTIIPABUJINCH
Ha cryk0y. [Io HEOOBSCHUMBIM 3aKOHAM IPUPOJIbl MbI HAIILIIH,
YTO OT KJIWHWUKU Busine Ha HeBckuil cienyeT uaTu Ajek-
CaH/APOBCKHUM ITapKOM BOKPYT IleTpomaBioBCKOM KpEmoCTH, 3a-
TeM 4yepe3 bup:keBoil u /[BOPIOBBIN MOCTBI, a IOTOM IO Ha-
OepesxHO K naMmATHHUKY [leTpa Besmkoro.

ITIo nopore HuHa oTKpbLIa MHeE, UTO BUepa J0JIr0 He MOorJjia
3aCHYTb, a KOT/Ia 3aCHYJIa, TO BHJieJia BO CHE pPa3Hble Uy/I0BH-
ma 1, MeXXAy npoyum, MeHs. O, B KAaKOU 5 IPUIIIE] BOCTOPT!

Hamu HOTH ycTaiu, MBI ONIO3/1JIH Ha cIyxk0y, HO B cepJ-
I[aX HalluX e NTUYKYU, U HaM Cepbe3HO M10Ka3ajioch, YTO
5TO0 — caMblil KOpOTKU# myTh. [1o KpaliHelt mepe, HuHa, koryia
MBI BOIITU B AJIEKCAH/IDOBCKUH €aJl, BOCKJIMKHYJIA C COXKaJle-
HUEM:

— AX, BOT yk ckopo u HeBckwii!

S MBICJIEHHO BTOPWJI €. /a, B MHBIX OJIOXKEHUAX YETIOBEK
HU BO UTO HE CTABUT MaTEMATHKY!

B aTOT AEHB s HAaCWIIy AOXKAAJICSA 4 YACOB M celuac ke
yerpemusicss Ha Bospiryio Mopcekyto, r7ie onATh ObLIa YCJIOB-
JieHa HeoKuJlJaHHasA BcTpeda ¢ HuHOM. 3aTeM MBI, ITyTJIUBO OT-
JIAIBIBASACH, NPOOpAINCh B PeCTOPaH U, yeJJUHUBIINCH B OT-
ZIleJIbHOM KabuHeTe, moTpeboBatu obe.

JIr060Bb He HCIMOpTHJIA HAmuX anmneTutoB. Hampotus! f,
caM OT/iaBas JI0JDKHYIO JJaHb 110/1aBaeMbIM OJ110/1aM, T. €., IIpa-
BUJIbHEe roBops, Oeps ¢ HUX 3Ty JJaHb, — C BOCTOPTOM, MOKHO
CKa3aTh, C 000KaHHEM CMOTPEJI, KaK JIeATeIbHO paboTau Oesbie
3yOKu Moeld MmioH. /la, MbI OCHOBATEJIbHO HCTPEOUIIN BCe,
YTO HaM OBLIO ITOAHO, a 3aTEM, KOHEUHO, OTTIPABUIIUCH IOMOH.

[Ipu Bo3BpaIeHUH MBI OIATH-TAKH C IPE3PEHHUEM OTHEC-
JINCh K TeOMEeTPUHU U OJIMKAUIIUM ITyTeEM MPU3HAIHA JOPOTY
yepe3 BacuibeBckuii, [lerpoBckuii, KpecroBckuit u KameHHbIM
octpoBa k CrporanoBy mocty. TaMm, kcTaT, ObLIIO MEHbIIIE 1S
Hac IIaHCOB II0IIACTh Ha IJ1a3a, KOMY He CJIeZ0BaJIo.

45



O uem MBI TOT/Ia TOBOpWIN? XOTh yOelTe, He MIOMHIO, HO,
JIOJDKHO OBITh, O UeM-HHOY/Ab OUeHb WHTEPECHOM, KOO MBI HU
MHHYTKH He cKy4dayiu. Bosblne, BiipoueM, 1ebetana HuHa, a s
CJIyIIAJI ee, JaBaJl PEIUIMKHU U PaZOBAJICS €€ IPUCYTCTBHUIO.

C npuckopbueM JJ0JKEH JOBECTH /10 CBEAEHUS YUTATEIs,
YTO MHE OIISITh BJIETEJIO OT JKEHBI 32 TO, UTO 5 00€e/1a B TOPOIE.
Haxxe MaHa, 3TO KOpPOTEHBKOE TpeXJIeTHee CYIIEeCTBO, C
YKOPHU3HOH ITPOIHIIAJIO:

— Cro 3T0, Matna, s Tebs Tenel HUKo/1a He BU3Y?

ATo ObLIAa BOMUIOIIAS JIOXKb, HO 5 HE CTaJ 00JIMYaTh JITY-
HBIO, a TTOHSJI €€ Ha IJIEYO U CTaJl HOCUTD I10 cajIy; ITOTOM 0o-
Jlasl ee MaJIbIlaMM, Kauajl Ha HOTax, 1 MOsA MaJIeHbKas OOBUHU-
TeJIbHHUIIA IIPOCTHJIa MHe Bce Mou nperpemenus. C Bepoii s1 He
MOT TakK IIOCTYIIUTh, HO, K cYacThio, npuniu [lets ¢ Hunoi
(yBbI, He Toli HuHoii!), ®enst, motoMm 3arisaHys baxmeTneB, u
Bepa nonemHoOry cMAKIIA.

[Tets1, oJTHAKO, HECKOJIBKO CKOH(Y3UI MEHS.

— Tst uTo k) 3TO, Kosttoxa? — ckaszasn oH. — fl emy Buepa
KpHUUy: Ky/ia Thl TaK PaHO? A OH KUBaeT MHE YTBEPAUTETbHO
TOJIOBOH.

N nokasasi, Kak s1 KuBaJl.

A mocrapasicst 3aMATh HEYZOOHBIN Pa3rOBOP, HE JKeJIast Aayb-
HeUIux noapoOHocTel 0 BuepanraeM. Hegocrasasio ele, 4To-
OBl KTO-JIM00 BUEII, KaK A HaHUMaJI Jjomiaas! Bor O6bL1a ObI ¥ic-
Topus!

Bripouewm, IleTs u cam ceifuac ke mnepeles K Ipyroi TeMe:

— A 3Haelb, 6pat, s BUEJ KOMETY.

—I'ne?

— Jla 110 3HAaKOMCTBY MeH IIyCTUJIU B oOcepBaTopuio. MH-
TepecHoO TaM, OpaTibl!

— Hy? Yro xe nMeHHO?

— Taxk, Boobme. TpyOs! Tam pasuble. [locmoTper s Ha JIyHY,
a oHa-To Bc4 B ocrtre. [Ipaso!

— JlajiHO, TIycTh cebe B ocIie. A UTO 3K KoMeTa?

— Jla komeTa, HIYero, cjiaBa bory, JIeTur.

— HeyxxTo netut?

— Tax u cagut. fI, BupoueM, He BHUAJI: aCTPOHOMEBI TOBO-
PpAT.
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— Jla xakast oHa, KOMeTa-To?

— Iloranenpkasa! 11 cMOTpeTh-TO He cTOMIO. XBOCTA y Hee
Jlaske TIOPAIOYHOro HeT. Tak, BOIIb KaKasa-To.

Hy, TyT namsl cziesanu jierkuii BeIroBop IleTe 3a HEMoaxo0-
nsiee, Oyaro Obl, A1 UX HEXXHBIX yIlel cioBo. [lers, ogHaxo,
PE30HHO 3aMeTHJI, YTO BOT K€ OHH YCJIBIIIAIN 3TO CJIOBO, U
HHUYETO UM HE CJIeJIaJIOCh; S BhICKA3aJICsl B TOM 3Ke cMmbicie. Ho
JlaMbl YIIOPCTBOBAJIM HA CBOEM U, ITO/iep;kuBaeMble baxmeTne-
BBIM, 3aCTaBUJIM HAC 3aMOJTYaTh.

Tyt nmpunutn Hazgs ¢ Bonozgeii. Mer yxke 3a6putit HagmHo Be-
POJIOMCTBO IO TTOBOAY CIIEKTAKJIS U BCTPETUJIN €€ CAMbIM JIPY-
JKeJTIOOHBIM 00pa3oM.

B naspHe el Oece/ie 1 3aMETHJI, UTO XOTS MBICJIb O KOMe-
T€e IPO/I0JI’KAJIa CMYIIAaTh, HO MBI BCE CTapaJIUCh 3a0bITh O HEH,
a ecJIM TOBOPUJIY, TO HEIPEMEHHO B IOMOPHUCTUYECKOM TOHE.
ITeTs1 gaxxe Ha3HAYMWJI 29 UIOHA (JeHb ero UMeHHH) grande
Soirée u yCcepaHO MpUTJIalial, 3asBJIss:

— Ecsiz 1o Toro BpemeHH He paciiubeT Hac BpeOe3ru U He
MIPOTJIOTUT PHI0A-KUT, TO TAK YPEXKEM, UTO HE TOJIBKO UEPTAM,
KOMeETe TOIIIHO CTaHeT.

B sT0 Bpema Bepa BcnmoMHMIIIA, 9TO HE OTAAIa MHE IIOJIY-
yeHHOe JHeM mucbMo. OHO ObLIO OT MOMX poauTesied n3 Ma-
sopoccuu. CTapuKu 3HAIU yKe 0 KOMETE U O TOM, YTO CTOJIK-
HOBEHUE IIPEATIOJIaraeTcs B ApKTUUIECKON 001acTH, ¥ 3BAJIU HAC
K cebe, Ha OJ1aroaTHBIN 0T, T7le U BO3AYX KaK OyATO YUIlle, U
COJIHIIE sIpYeE, U TpUpozia borave, ¥ TapakaHbl YePHEE.

ATO TpUTJIANIIEHUE TI0/IAJI0 MHE OJIECTSAIIYIO MbICITb.

KoneuHO, BO3MOKHO OBLIIO, UTO KOMETA OTKJIOHUTCS OT CBOE-
TO IyTH; HO €CJIM CTOJIKHOBEHUE IPOU30U/IET, TO HABEPHOE, B
TOM paliOHe, KOTOPBIN yKa3aH aCTPOHOMaMHM; 3TO YK JIOTUYEC-
CKH BBITEKAJIO U3 BBIUUCJIEHUH, CAEJIAHHBIX UMU U MOITBEPK-
JIEHHBIX (DAKTOM CTOJIKHOBEHWUS; MIO/ITBEPIK/IEHNE, ITIPaB/ia, Je-
pecdyp BecKoe, HO YTO 3K C 3TUM Iozesaemis? [loatomy, oToc-
JIaB CeMbBIO Ha IOT, s HECKOJIbKO yCIIOKauBaJ ce0s1, TeM OoJiee
YTO B CJIyyae HaIOOHOCTH MHE OJTHOMY Jierde ObLIIO BEIOPAThCS
K HUM, YeM B HEU30e:KHOH CyMaTOXe TPOTAThCs BCEH ceMbel.

Ho s BUIKy, 9TO IPOHUIIATEILHBIA YUTATETb YCMEXAETCA U
memnyet: «[TosHO 3yObI 3aroBapuBaTh! Biky, B uem niesio!» Hy

47



YTO 7K, HE CKPOIO, UTO MBIC/Ib BUIEThCA 0e3 3aTpyauenuii ¢ Hu-
HOM OYeHb Jake yIbIibasach MHE; HO BCe-TaKH IJIaBHOE, Yero s
J06UBaJICs, 5TO IPEAOCTABUTL MOEH ceMbe 0ojiee Ge30macHoe
oJiokenue, yem B [lerepOypre.

A cran yroBapusath Bepy yexarb k MmouMm poauresnsim. OHa
ObLIa HE IIPOYb yeXaTh, HO CO MHOI0, @ MEHsI y/IEP:KHBasIa CIIy K-
0a.

Tak MBI B 9TOT Beuep W He NMPHUILIH K coramenuto. Cie-
JIYIOIIUH IEHB, OJTHAKO, PEIIHII BOIIPOC O ITOE3/IKE.

X

ITaTpoH MOM, Kak TOJILKO IpHeXas Ha CIy:k0y, ceiuac ke
notpeboBas MeHA U O0BABUII, UTO HE T03KE, UEM 3aBTPA, MHE
HY’KHO exaTb B MOCKBY, a IOTOM, MOXeT ObITh, U JIAJIbIIIE TI0
SKCTPEHHOMY CJIy>keOHOMY Jiesty. 3aBTpa, Tak 3aBTpa!

Huna oropuusiack, y3HaB 00 3TOM, Jjake OU€Hb OrOPYHU-
Jlach, 1aKe 4yTh He MPOCJIe3nsIach U yAeprKaaach TOJIbKO I0-
TOMY, YTO MBI TOTZA €XayJi Ha KoHKe. Ho cie3mHKu Bce-Taku
MOKAa3aJINCh Y Hee Ha Ila3ax, U co CJIe3UHKaMU ke (He TeMu,
KOHEYHO, a YK IPYTUMH) OHA IIPOCTUJIACH CO MHOIO.

910 OBLIO IPyCTHO, HO 3aT0 MeHsA obOpasoBayna Bepa. Kor-
Jla s cOOOIIII el 0 cCBOell KOMaH/IMPOBKE, TO OHA HEMe/IJIEHHO
pelIa, 9To e Torza Heyero ocrtaBathecs B Ilerepbypre, u ceii-
yac cTajia yKJIaJIbIBaThCsA, YTOOBI 3aBTPa JKe yexaTh CO MHOIO ue-
pe3 MockBy Ha 10T.

Ha apyroi#i neHp Bce HeoOXxoauMble (POPMATBHOCTH OBLIH
rcnosiHeHsl. [IaTpoH MOl HaIyTCTBOBAJI MeHsA KPATKOU, HO CO-
Jlep/isKaTeJIbHON MHCTPYKIMEN, TI0 OOBIKHOBEHUIO, ODIIETO Xa-
paKTepa, U3JIOKUB CBOU «B3IJISAJ U HEUTO» U MOPYUYUB MHE
HCCJIEI0BATh, BEPEH JIM TaKOU ero B3rJis. 10 0OBIKHOBEHHIO
’Ke, OH BO3JIOXKMJI Ha MEHS CTOJIbKO Pa3HOPOJHBIX YIIOBAaHHH,
YTO MHE CPa3y CTaJI0 HEJIOBKO IO JIOXKEYKOH, U 51 MPOOOPMO-
Tas:

— Crzenaro, 4TO CMOTY, U KaK CMOTY JIyYIIIe.

— Hy, TyT HeT HUUYero My/IpeHoro.

48



W3 MHCTPYKIIUK U ee TOHA BU/THO, OJHAKO, OBLIIO, YTO OH U
caM HaxOJUTh TYT KOU-UTO MyAPEHBIM, a TOBOPUT TaK, MOaApa-
’Kasi CO3HATeIbHO WK Oecco3HaTessbHO CyBOPOBY.

[TocyienHee pyKomoIKaTue, U S CTPEMJTIOCH JTOMOH, YTOOBI
ycrneTh moobesaTh U 3a6;1arOBpeMEHHO MTpHEeXaTh K CKOPOMY
Moesny.

Bot mbI roToBel. Bacuirca npu IIpoiaHbe IpoJMBaeT «CJIes-
HBbI TOKW», BHICKa3bIBasl TBEPJIYI0 YBEPEHHOCTh, UTO MBI YK
0oJIbIIIE HE YBUUMCS C HEIO: CBETOIIPECTaBIeHUE, MOJI. fI He
OYEHD JIOBEPSIO €€ MPOPOUYECKUM CIIOCOOHOCTSM, HO MHE TOKE
JKYTKO.

Hac npoBoxkatoT 11e6iM oMoM: [leTs TOBOPUT OpOIaib-
HBIN CITHY JIETKOMBICJIEHHOTO cojiep:kaHusi, Huna u ®ejs mo-
MHHYTHO CMOPKAIOTCSI, ¥ IIOTOM BCe BOOOIIe MalllyT IJIaTKa-
MH, II0Ka, HAKOHEIl, Mbl He CKPbIBA€MCs B 00JI1aKe L.

MaHsa npu pasjyke TOXe BCIUIAKHYJIa 32 KOMIAHUIO, HO
Telnepb pa3BeceInIach U ThIYET MATbUNKOM:

— Crto0 510?

— Hom.

— A sT10?

— Hom.

— A 310?

— Toxxe gom.

— Toze?

MaHs CKJIOHSIET TOJIOBKY HA0OK, IO/AaBJIeHHAs] HEOOBATHBIM
KOJIMYECTBOM IOMOB U, CIIYCTsI HEKOTOpPOEe BpeMs, BOCKJIUIIAET

— Axkue bacue!”

3ATo, BIIpoueM, OBLIIO YK€ B TOpPOJie, TJie I0Ma, 10 CpaBHe-
HUIO C JauyaMu B JIeCHOM, IEICTBUTEIBHO «bacue.

B Barone MaHs ceifuac ke yJerJiach cIliaTh, HO BCTajia, 1o
OOBIKHOBEHHO, PaHO U /10 caMoi MOCKBBI CIIyKHJIa IpeaMe-
TOM yTeXH JJIsl BCero BaroHa. MeHs Jlake ycTpaliajia Takas ee
nonysasipHocTb. OHa MoKazaja macca)kupam Bce CBOU ITO3HA-
HHUS U TaJaHThI; ckazana «IItuibka bo3us He 'Haer HU 3a00-
THI, HU T'y/ia», ponesna « Ymxknka» u «Kosnuka», y1ocToBe-

* (V)
Pa3yMeH: «KaKue 60JILI].II/I€>>; HE BCAKOMY JaHO ITIOHUMATh ManuH S3bIK.

49



puIa, 4YTO y Hee HOBBIE «I[IOMKHU U 0a'MaIbKu» M, HaKOHeII, 3a-
TesyIa TaKylo 0KUBJIEHHYIO UTPY B IPSITKH, YTO MHE IIPUIILJIOCH
NpuOEerHyTh KO BCEMOTYIIECTBY KOHAYKTOpa. XoTs MaHs u
BBICKa3a/Iach: «A He OIleHb ero 60I0Ch», OAHAKO 3ajIe3J1a 3a BU-
ceBlIllee Ha CTeHKe MaJIbTO U BBIMVIAABIBAJIA OTTY/AQ, KAK MBIIIIO-
HOK.

Yacos B 10 yTpa MBI nipuexanu B MOCKBY.

371ech g KU CTY/IEHTOM, U UMTaTesb BIIPaBe oIacaThbes,
YTO 5 celuac ke IeAPO HAIENI0 €r0 BOCIIOMHUHAHHUAMU O CBOEH
MOCKOBCKOU KM3HHU. HeT, 1 He B TAKOM HACTPOEHUH, /1a U He
BCIIOMHIO T€TIEPh HUYETO 3aMeUaTeIbHOTO.

Br1y10 371eCh MHOTO M BECEJIOTO, U MIEYAJTLHOTO, ellle 00JIb-
11e 6e3pas3JIMIHOr0, XOTA M 3TO MOCJIe/THEE, OKPAIIIEHHOE PO30-
BBIM CBETOM IOHOIIIECKHX BIIeUaT/IEHUI, BOBCE HEe KaXKETCs Ta-
KUM OOBIJIEHHBIM, KAKMM OHO OBLJIO Ha caMoM Jiesie. Brpouem,
BOCIIOMUHAHUSA O MOCKOBCKOHM KH3HU, Oyiarogaps, MOKeT
OBITH, TOMY, UTO s JI0 CUX IIOp He IpepbhIBajl cBA3el ¢ Moc-
KBOM, He TaK BJIACTHO JeUCTBYIOT HAa MOH HePBHI. /Ipyroe zeio.
COOBITHSA, OZTHO BPeMsI 3a0bIThIE OCHOBATEJIPHO, HAJIOJITO U I10-
TOM B/IpYT, HEU3BECTHO 110YEMY, BCIUIbIBatoIUe B mamsTu! Bero-
MHUHAIOTCSA, KOHEUHO, He BOe CJIyyau U He BCe JleTald, a JIUIIb
Te, KOTOPble HanboJiee BHIMTYKJIO OTIIEYATIIETUCh B TAMHUKAX
MO3Ta; MOYKET OBITh, IO3TOMY TaKHe BOCIIOMHHAHUS KaXKyTCs
0COOEHHO APKUMHU U CUJIbHO MOPTSAT HACTPOEHUE, HaBeBas
TPYCTH O IIPOIILJIOM U TOCKY TP MBICJIH O OYyIIeM.

OpHako s, caM TOTO He 3aMevasi, BMECTO BOCIIOMUHAaHUKI
yAapuiIcs B JUPUKY. «3aTKHU (OHTaH!» — KPHUUYUT HETepIie-
JIUBBIH YHTATENh. AX, KaK 3TO MHE JIECTHO!

Bepa Tenepp Kak-TO 0COOEHHO 3aTOponusach Ha or. Jla u
4TO e fesiaTh B MOCKBe, ecjii MHe, MOKeT ObITb, CETOHA e
npujeTcs exaTh Jlajiblile, HO He BMecTe ¢ Heto? IloaToMy MBI
HeMeJJIEHHO OTIPaBUINCh Ha Kypckuii BOK3aJt.

IIpn npomanvuu MaHA ycepAHO IpurJamiajga MeHs B Ba-
TOH, 000JIbIIIas TOP’KECTBEHHBIM OOEIaHUEM, UYTO OHa Oyjier
«yM'HIIEI0» U «IIanHbKOW». fl MalIMHAIBHO TJIAJWUII €€ TI0 TO-
JIOBKe, e/IBa yJIepKuBasich OT cje3. C KaKuM HaCJAaKIeHUEM S
rortrest ObI ceifuac B Kaccy M motpeboBas OMJIET Tyza ke, Kyaa
exas oHu! YBuzesa Obl IOPOTUX MOEMY CEPZILY, ITOABIIIA ObI
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VIIOUTEJIbHBIM, HECDABHEHHBIM JIJIs1 ME€Hs BO3/IyXOM POJWHBI!
J-3-3x! Ham, 6atpakam, Ja’ke MedTaTh 00 3TOM MOXKHO JIUIIIb
C J03BOJIEHHs HauyaIbCTBa.

A necaTku pa3 oOHUMAIO U IeJIyIO ye3Kaomux. Bepa ma-
veT, MaHs, I71A/74 HA Hee, TOXKe peBeT. f ellle cep>KUBAOCH,
HO C OOJIBIITUM TPYZOM; CyZIOpOTa C2KHMMAET TOPJIO, U 51 YYBCT-
BYIO, UTO €CJIU CKaXKy XOTh CJIOBO, TO HEIPEMEHHO 3arjiaqy.

Tperuit 3B0HOK. [loe3/1 TporaeTcsi U YHOCUT B Jlajib IBa
BBIIVIAABIBAIOIINE U3 OKHA OECKOHEUHO MUJIbIE U 3aIlIaKaHHbIE
Temephb JINIA, T. €., IUI0 U MaJIEHbKOE JIMYUKO.

V3K He TOJIBKO JIUI], HO U TI0€e3/1a CKOPO He Oy/IeT BU/THO, a
BCe ellle CMOTPIO eMy BCJIEA, MOKPBIMU OT CJIe3 TJ1a3aMU.

Hoporue, MuJble, cep/iedHble, YBUAUMCS JIU MBI €Ille KO-
r1a-HUOYAb?

XI

C BOK3asa s OTIPaBUJICA B TOCTHHUILY, a IIOTOM IIO JieJlaM
CITY?KOBI.

K 06eny uacth Hy»KHBIX CBeZleHHI Obl1a coOpaHa, v 5 CUes
cebs BIIpaBe OTAOXHYTH, [IOYEMY PEIIHJI OTIPAaBUTHCA K CBOe-
My OBIBIIIEMY TOBapHIIY, *KUBIIIeMY Ha fjlade B BemHsakax. OH
CO CBOEH >KEHOM M MaTepbhbl0 COCTABJIAIN CUMMIATUYHEUIIYIO
CEMbIO, B KOTOPOU 5 YyBCTBOBAJI ce0s1... HY, KaK pbIOa B BOJIE.

[TepBoii BcTpeTmiia MeHs1 Ha 6askoHe BapBapa CepreeBHa
U BCIUJIECHYJIA PYKAMU:

— Baromku, kak xoporo! Hukosait Hukonaesuu! U Beer-
Jla-TO BBI, KaK CHET Ha roJIoBy!

A pacmapkascs U TpUI0KUI PYKY K CEpAILY:

— ITO MOl CIENHUAIBLHOCTh U UCTUHHOE Tipu3BaHue. Cua-
CTJIB, YTO ONIPAaB/IbIBAI0 HA/IEXKbI.

— Ypu?

— Co3paBiieii MeHs IPUPO/Ibl, KOHEYHO.

— A uto x Bepa HukonaeBna?

— Bepa? I'm... kak ObI BaM TOYHee CKa3aTh, OUYEeHb HE COB-
patb? Bepa Terepp, J0KHO OBITh, pa3roBapUBaeT rie-HUOyIb
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nioz, Tysi0ii, BEpOATHO.

— Kaxk Tak?

Hy, TyT MHe 3710poB0 nomnaso 3a To, 4To Bepa He 3aexasna
IIOTOCTUTh K HUM. TOJIBKO BCECTOPOHHEe BbIsACHEHUE 006CTOs-
TeJIbCTB U TOTO, UTO Bepa mMesia TBep/ioe HaMepeHHe 3aexXaTh
K HUM Ha 00paTHOM IIyTH, eCJIN Bce 00oiieTcs 61aronoyaHo
(uTO OBLIO COBEPIIEHHO BEPHO), MIPEKPATUIIO I'PaJ] YIPEKOB T
ot Kosu, u ot Bapsaps! CepreeBHsbl, a I71aBHO€, OT ee MaTepH,
KOTOpasg 0cOOEHHO ropeBasia, UTo He YBUAUT Tenepb Moell Ma-
HHU, 3TOTO, II0 €€ MHEHUI0, MOHCTPA JIETCKOU ITPEJIECTH.

ITocse npy:KecKUx M3IUSHUN Pa3roBOp, €CTECTBEHHO, IIe-
peliies Ha 37100y JTHS.

— Hy uTo, Kak y Bac, B MOCKBE, OTHOCSTCS K KOMETE?

— Jla Tpycum, KOHeUYHO, — oTBedaeT Kossa. — Mosmmces
ycepaHee OOBIKHOBEHHOT0; HOJIBIIIE-TO BE/Ib UTO K MIPEIIPH-
Melb? Jla BOT eme MockBa BasioMm BaiauT Ha ¢eepuio «CTOJK-
HOBeHHE 3eMJIH ¢ KOMeTOl». ['0BOPAT, OUeHb UyBCTBUTEJIBHO.

— TsI pa3Be He ObLI elne?

— Bce kak-To He co6epyCh.

— IMotimem ceromHs co MHOM!

— A 4TO K, IIOUEM.

BapBapa CepreeBHa 3axJiomnaja B JIQJIOIIH U 00bsIBUIIA, UTO
9TO IPEKpACHas MBIC/Ib, YTO OHA TOXKE XOUET CMOTPETH CTOJIK-
HOBEHUE U YTO MBI JJa’Ke U [yMaTh HE MOKEM exaTh Ty/ia 0e3
Hee. Hy, ecsim He MOKeM AyMarh, TO J€JIaTh HEUETO, U MBI
MUJIOCTHBO paspeliaeM BapBape CepreeBHe o7ieBaThCs.

Yacam k 8 %2 Beuepa MbI OBUIM B Cajy, a €ellle uyepe3 Jac
Havasiach deepus. /111 Hee OBLIIO BBICTPOEHO 0cO00€ MTOMeITIe-
HUeEe B BUJIe HEMMOBEPHO JIMHHOT'O U BBICOKOTO capas JJif
CIIeHBI C HABECOM IIepeJ Helo, IMO0JT KOTOPBIM OBLIN YCTPOEHBI
MecTa Ui MyOauKy 3a 0co0yro. AIIMUHHCTpAIUsA caza paspe-
majyia CMOTpeTh (peepuio u 6e3 Takoi 0coO0M MIaThI, HO U3/a-
sii. U K TOMy 7Ke IPUXOAUIOCHh BCe BPEMSI CTOATH B TYCTOM TOJI-
me. I1o3TOMy MBI PaCKyTHJINCh U 3aHSJIM MeCTa B CAaMOM 3pH-
TeJILHOM 3aJle.

Hapopja oueHb MHOTO, U Be3/i€ OXKUBJIEHHBIH TOBOP; MHO-
rue 1Mo Mepe CHJI M CIOCOOHOCTEN MOIIYYHUBAIOT HAJl T€POU-
Hell peepuu.
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A oHa Temnepb, HeOOCh, CMOTPUT Ha IIYTHHUKOB W JyMaeT
(ecsn obs1afaeT r1a3zaMy X1 MO3IOM):

— IllyruTe, ronyounky, mytute! KakoBo-To BaM MOKaKeT-
cs, KoTjia A UIenHych Ha 3emutio? Jla, HeBKycHO!

Haxkonen nogauMaetcsi 3aHaBec. CHavasia B YeThIpeX Kap-
TUHAX I[IJTK I1a0JIOHHBIE PA3TOBOPHI HA TEMY O KOMETax M BO-
o01re 00 acTPOHOMUYECKHUX MEPCIEKTUBAX; Hy, Oy/ITO poMaH
Kronsa BepHna, nepezenaHHbli B ibecy. Koi-KTo U3 JefCTBYIO-
IIUX JIUI OajlaraHusI, KOU-KTO ITyIIas CJIe3sy.

Mexy mpoyuM, ObLIIH TaM U OOPOIETEIbHbIE MOJIOIbIE
JIIoau 000€ero IoJia, BJIF0OJIEHHBIE APYT B JIpyTa; HO 3J1as CyAb-
0a B IIPOIOJI’KEHE YEThIPEX aKTOB HU 3a KaKHe KOBPUIKKU He
JlaBaJia UM IIOBEHUYAaTbCs U OHU, HE Pellasch MPOTHUBOPEYUTH
BCEMOTYIIIEMY aBTOPY, XOJWJIH II0 CIIEHE U B KaXKJOM YIJIy HC-
IIyCKaJIX 0 B3JIOXY.

A yx naxe cockyyuscsa. BumHo 6bLI0 110 BCEMY, UTO JJIA
n3b6aByieHus MyOJINKU OT 3TUX T0OPOJIETETbHBIX KO3SBOK Tpe-
OyIoTCA peluTeIbHbIE MEPHI XOTSA ObI Iake KOCMUYECKOTO Xa-
paxrepa.

Bapsapa CepreeBHa BbICKa3aja HEYKPOTHUMOE KeJIaHUE, UYTO-
OBI TTOSABUJIACh HAKOHEI] KOMEeTa M XOPOIIEHbKO ITPUILTIOCHYJIA
000uX repoeB U BcexX BOOOIIEe OJIyKaBIIHUX 110 CIIEHE U U3HbI-
BaBIINX OT Oe3/esIbs JINILI.

— Bce-Taku HEKOTOpPOE pa3BiieueHne, — NpubaBuUiIa OHA
JIETKOMBICJIEHHO.

Ho nocnegHss kapTUHA UCKYITHIA BCE.

[Tepen HEO aHTPAKT GBI IOBOJIBHO MPOJOJIKUTEIEH, U MBI
HECKOJIPKO HOJKPENUINCH B Oydere, He Kejlasg MPUHUMATh
KOMETY Ha TOIIUH KeTy0K. HakoHel moiHsICS 3aHaBec.

OTKphLIach CIieHa, YepHasi, KaKk HOUb. [y Gosbiero ag-
dexra casoBbie poHAPU OBLIN HOTAIIEHBI, X OCTAJIOCh TOJIBKO
HECKOJIbKO BJIEKTPUYECKHX JIAMITIOYEK, 3alUIIEHHBIX OT CI[EHbI
0OJIPIIMMHU HEMPOHHUIIAeMbIMH abaxkypamu. ['e-To Braiu, B
rIyOWHE CIleHbI, BCIBIXUBAIOT U3PeAKa MOJHUH, KPYITHBIMH
SIPKUMHU 3UT3araMu Mpopes3as Mpak. [loToMm mokasasach CBET-
Jlas TOYKa, BCE YBEJIMUHMBAIOIIASCA B 00beMe U SIpKOCTH. Te-
Iepb BUIHO, YTO 3TO 3Be3/1a C XBOCTUKOM. Cpeau MyOJINKH,
CTOSIBIIIEH C3a/i, MOC/IBINIAINCH B3/IOXU, U OHH YCHUJIUJIHUCH,
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KOI/Ia YBEJTUYUBIIUNCA 0JI€CK KOMETHI OCBETHJI KYUKY JIIO/IEH,
CTOSABIIUX B OJIFDKAMUIIIEM K HAM YIJIy CI€HBI U C y?KacOM B3H-
paBIIMX HA KOMETY. A BJaJIM BUHEIOTCS TOPBHI, JIEC, MODE.

Komera Bce 6smske u Giivke. JIaMIIbl B 3pUTEIBHOM 3aJie
TacHYT, 1 Bce KPYTOM 03apsIeTCA 3JI0BEIIUM KPOBAaBbIM CBETOM.

CraHOBUTCA Kak-TO KyTKO. JII0I1 Ha clieHe HAauYMHAIOT Oe-
raTh B CMATEHHH, 11a/IAIOT HA KOJIEHU, BO3/IEBAIOT PYKHU K HEOY.

Komera eme 6smxke. BOT oHa 3aHsIa y»K moJsicieHsl. fAp-
KOCTb CBETa IOYTH HECTEPIHMA: BCs CllEHAa TOYHO B moxkape. C
10J1a MOJIHUMAaeTcs CTpyHKaMu Iap U [0 BpeMeHaM cJlerKa 3a-
ctuiaet Bce. U ellle y:kacHee Ka)KeTcsl OTOHb KOMETHI CKBO3b
STOT BOJIHYIOIIUICSA 3aHABeEC.

Bapyr nocsipliancsa CUIbHBIN CBUCT U 3aBbIBAHUE yparaHa.
Jlioqu Ha clieHe ynajii HUIl U U3JlajId pa3Aupamolui Ayury
KpHUK ykaca. I B TOH eMy paszajica TaKoH e KPUK Cpeau
3pUTEJIEN; MHOTHE /IaKe TPUBCTAJIH.

Mope orHs u JpIMa, yKacawIlie TPOMOBbBIE Yaphl, OTJIy-
IIUTETBHBIN TPECK U TPOXOT OOPYIINBAIOIINXCS 3/IAHUM. ..

Bce BApyT ucyes3aeT u KpyromM BoLapseTcs HENpOragHaa
ThMa.

Ha mruoBeHue rpoboBoe Mmosruanue. Ho BAPYT mogHsICA
CTPAIIHBIN BOILJIb:

— OrHs4, orus!

Bce cpasy ocBeTusocs.

OxaspIBaeTcs, YTo 00PO/IeTETPHBIX MOJIOABIX JIIOZEH AaKe
KOMeTa He MOIJIa YHUYTOXKUTh. UepT BO3bMU, OHU >KUBBI U,
KayKeTCs, YK€ MOTYT BCTYIHUTH B Opak! ATo yk couirkoMm! Mbl
oAHUMaeMcs U yaupaeMm, TeM 6osiee uto Koste u Bapsape Cep-
reeBHE Mopa Ha MOC/IEAHUHN TTOe3/1.

— AX, 51 yyBCTBYIO cebsl, KakK IocJjie XopoIei 6aHu, — ompe-
nensier BapBapa CepreeBHa CBOe BII€UAT/IEHHE.

Msi ¢ Koseld roBOpUM «yTy» U IIpefilaeMcsi CBOUM MBICJIAM.
Haxkoner Kosist 3ameuaer:

— Xopoliio, /10 oTBpaleHus Xopomro! A ToJbKO s 60JIbIIe
He MOoUy.

[TpoBOZIUB MX 10 BOK3aJ1a, 51 IOTUXOHBKY BO3BPAIIAIOCh J10-
MOU U TYT BIIEPBBIE 3aMe€Yal0 HA YKHCTOM, SICHOM Hebe SPKYIO
3Be3/1y C KOPOTKUM TOJICTBIM XBOCTOM.
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UTak, oHa mosgBUsIach HAaKOHeEI], TaKas MajleHbKas, TaKas
HEBUHHAasA ¢ BUAY!

XO0J10HBIN y:Kac, KOTOPBIN A y:Ke HUCIBITHIBAJ OFHAXK/IBI,
CHOBA OBJIa/IEBAET BCEM MOUM CYyIIIECTBOM.

Al cHOBa mepexrBal0 OTBPATUTEJIbHEUIIYI0 HOUb, U HET CO
MmHolo [llontenrayspa B nepesoae dera.

XII

Ja, ckBepHas 5T0 6p1a HOYL! HacTo/IbKO CKBEpHAs, UTO 5
YK CEPbE3HO IMOAYMbBIBATh O caMoybuiictBe. Ho ueoBek make
¥ B TaKyI0 HOYb IEIISIeTCs 3a JKU3Hb, KaK OyATO 3TO HEBECTh
KaKasl J[paroleHHocTh. Tak v s BMECTO caMOyOHICTBA TIPEIIOo-
yeJl UATH TYJIATh U XOJIWJI, TIOKA YJIUIBI HE 0KUBUJIKChH; TOT/IA
51 BepHYJICA K cebe, HAITUJICA OCHOBATEIbHO Yasi, OTYETO JIYX
MO cTas 60/Ip, U OTIPABUJICH IO JIeJIaM CJIY?KOBI.

Bayxmaa mo ynumam, st oOpaTu BHUMaHHe Ha adwuiy,
OOBSIBJISIBIIIYIO, UTO CETOAHS BeuepoM B [loiuTeXHUUEeCKOM My-
3ee COCTOUTCS JIEKIIHs OJHOTO M3BECTHOTO YUYEHOTO Ha TeMYy:
«Yero HaM KJAaTh OT KOMETHI ?>»

Tema uMesa Jjisi MeHs 3aXBaThIBAIOIINI WHTEPEC; JIEKTOPA
s TaBHO 3HAJI U OYeHb JIIOOUJ ero 0COOEHHBIH CTHJIb PEYH,
YacTO HaCMEILINBBIH, UyTOUKY WHOT/Ia TPyOOBAaThIHM, HO BCET/Ia
OPUTHHAJIBHBINA; ¥ IPUTOM 0c00asi, CBOICTBEHHAs JIUIIIb eMY
OJTHOMY MaHepa YUTaTh TO C OJKUBJIEHUEM U KPHUKOM, TO €/IKO-
CapKaCTHYeCKH, TO TUXMM, CKPOMHBIM TOHOM U BOOOIIE yCH-
JINBATh BIIEYATJIEHNE COOTBETCTBYIOIIEN NHTOHAIIEH.

ITosTOMYy 51 pemiusa HEIPEMEHHO UATH CJIYIIATh €ro U He
TOJIBKO OTBePT MpoeKThl Ko, cob1a3HABIIIET0 MEHsI OIlepeT-
KO, HO CKJIOHIJI ero 1 BapBapy CepreeBHy OTIIPaBUTHCA HA JIEK-
[UIO.

B Hapsexkaiee BpeMsi MbI cUjieJI B 3ajie My3esi. Hapona
cobpasack rubesb. DTO OBLIIO HEOOBIYHOE JJISI JIeTa sIBJIEHUE,
HO JIETKO OO'BSACHSIOCH TEMOH JIEKI[HAH.

B IpOTHBOMIO/IOKHOCTH OOBIYHOMY MOPSIAKY BEIllel, Ceroz-
Hs TIpeobJ1aiaia myoarKa O0JIBIIOTO ¢BeTa; ObLJIO MHOTO BOEH-
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HBIX, Jla’Ke ¢ 3Ur3araMi Ha IOTOHaX W IMTUPOKUMU JIaMIIacaMU.
Ho c3aju 661710 MHOTO U MEJIKOTBI, TAK YTO B 3aJI€ CKOPO CTaJIO
JIYIITHO, HECMOTPS Ha OTKPBIThIE OKHA.

HakoHer BoIiies jiekTop. f JaBHO 3HAJI ¥ 3TOT BBICOKHH JI00,
U 3TH YMHBIE cephIe IJ1a3a ¢ 33yMUYUBbIM, YyTOUKY yYCTaJIbIM
BBIpAKEHUEM, HO CETOJIHS ¢ 0COOBIM MHTEPECOM B3TJISTHYJI Ha
ydyeHoro. C TakuM 3Ke MHTEPEeCOM yCTpeMuJia Ha Hero IJlaBa U
BCA 3aj1a; HAJ/I0 JIyMaTh, YTO MBI OKHU/IaJId YBUJIETh Y HETO B
netynie ppaka KoMery.

Bce B 3asie mputuxsiu. JlekTop 06Bes B30poM MyOJIUKY U
HavaJl:

«MepieHHO, HO HEYCTaHHO, IIIar 3a II1aroM, Ho 6e3 MaJiei-
IIIero mepepbiBa OpezieM MbI B IAPCTBO TEHEH, I/ie, TI0 YIEHHIO
JIPEBHUX, HAC K/IET CIpaBeJUIMBasi OIleHKa HaIluX JAessHuH. f,
O/THAKO, HUKOT/Ia He MOT IIOCTUTHYTbh, KAKO€ JIOJI?KHO OBITH O-
OpaieHue ¢ TEHbIO, OeCTeIECHbIM, KaK MPUHATO AyMaTh, Cy-
IECTBOM, U K YeMY el Tak HaZl0OHa cIipaBejInBas OIleHKa ee
3€MHBIX IpexoB. Ecjii B OTHOIIIEHUH TeeHHbI OTHEHHOM, TO He-
y>KeJIn TeHb OOUTCS OTHA? B03AyX, BElecTBO BIIOJIHE, MOXKHO
CKa3aTh, MaTEPUAIBLHOE, U TOT Jla’ke He TPYCHUT: BO3bMET /ia U
yizer mnoBbimie. Kooy ke TeHb IPUBSA3BIBAIOT, TO KAKHUMH
HEeNnAMY WX KaHATaMU? AX, 5TOTO HaM HUKOT/]A He MOHATH!

W Bcst pazHHUIA MEXK/y HAMH JIUIIb B TOM, UTO OJUH CIIy-
yaiiHo, 0e3 BeloMa /Ui ce0s1 U Jallle BCero MPOTHUB JKeJIaHUs,
n30upaeT JOPOTy MOKOPOYE, aKe CaMyl KOPOTKYIO, a JIpyToi
TaK JKe CJIyJ4ailHO U TaK ke Oecco3HaATeJIbHO MOIaaeT Ha OKOJIb-
HBIU IyTh, UAET J0JITO, UJIET MyUYUTETBHO U IPUXOJAUT HA MeC-
TO HA3HAYEHUsI COBEPIIIEHHO UCTOMJIEHHBIM. UTo sayurmie? He
3Ha1o. Ho Bce oporu Besu Korjaa-to B PuM, U HET IyTH, KOTO-
pbIii OBI He BeJI K CMEPTH.

Bbl. BeposAITHO, YZIUBJISIETECH, CJIBIIIA TaKHe, COBCEM, Ka3a-
JIOCh 6bI, HETIOJIXOAAIIME K MPeAMETY MOeU JIeKITUH cjioBa. Ho
JIEJI0 B TOM, UTO 3TOT CAMBIHA ITPEAMET, 3Ta CKPOMHAs XBOCTa-
Tas 3Be3/I09Ka, IMOSBUBIIASACS HEJAaBHO Ha HaleM Hebe, HECeT
WUMEHHO CMEPTh XOTS M HEe BCEMY, HAJIO IyMaTh, HaCEJIEHUIO
3eMHOTI0 IIIapa, HO 3HAUNTEJILHOU BCe-TaKH ero yactu. 1 eciu
YTO-JIN00 U3 CKA3aHHOTO MHOIO HE MOAXOAUT K TOMY, YTO BbI
VCIIBIIIINTE cefiuac, TO pa3Be cjIoBa “MeJJIEHHO” | “miar 3a Ima-
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rom”, 00, HAIIPOTUB, MBI JIETUM TeNEPh HABCTPEUY CMEPTHU C
TaKO¥ OBICTPOTOHM, O KOTOPOU HE MOXKET JaTh IPE/ICTABIEHUS
Jla’ke CKOpOCTb IIyIIevyHoro sapa. He3BaHas rocrtbs, IpaB/a,
ellle JIaJIeKO U KaXKeTcsl COBCeM MasleHbKoU u 6e306uaH0#. Ho
B CBOE BpEMs MBI ee YBU/IUM B TPO3HOM BHJIE U OJIM3KO, JTaKe
caumkoM 0Jin3ko. THTepecHOe 3TO, NOJIKHO OBITh, 3PETHIIE,
MHTEepPeCHOEe U NOYYUTEIbHOE, U KTO yIleJieeT IIPU 0XKUJaeMOM
KaBap/iake, MOXKeT CKa3aTh CBOMM IIOTOMKAM, YTO OH BUZEJI MH-
POBOI OecropsAIOK, JUKYIO CXBATKY HeEOECHBIX CBETUII, CBEPXb-
€CTEeCTBEHHYIO (peepuio, IOJ0OHON KOTOPOU MHUDP HE YBUIUT
ONATHh B TE€UEHHE THICAY, MUJJIMOHOB, MOXKET OBITh, MUJLJIHAP-
JIOB JIET».

Jlasyiee j1eKTOp COOOIINIT HAM HECKOJIBKO CBEJIEHUU O KOMe-
Tax, U3 KOTOPBIX MEHS 3aUHTEPECOBAJIO JIUIIb TO, YTO TPO3s-
IIUA HaM «MHPOBOU OPOJisAra», Kak ero Ha3BaJl y4eHbIH, OTJIH-
yaeTcs BEChbMa IUIOTHBIM SIZ[POM U YTO OMACHOCTH CTOJIKHOBE-
HUs, HACKOJIbKO MOXKHO CYZUTh, HEU30EKHOTO, OT STOTO TOJIh-
KO YCHJIMBAETCS.

OO6pazioBaB HAC TAKUM IPUATHBIM U3BECTHEM, YUEHBIA CTAJ
pasbupaTh pa3Hble BO3MOXKHbBIE TIOCJIEICTBUS CTOJTKHOBEHUS,
U BCe OHU OKa3aJINCh OMEP3UTEIFHO CKBepHBIMU. OTHUM CJI0-
BOM, f1 C/leJIaJl BBIBOJ], YTO CaMOe JIydlllee — IMOCKOpee KaK-
HUOY/Ib JIUIIUTH ce0s )KU3HU, YTOOBI HE BUJETH, €CJIU U MIPH-
ZleTcsl YBUJIETD, BCEX T€X IMAKOCTEW, KOTOPble YUMHUT HaAM U
3emste kometa. Tem ke, KTO He pemiuycsa Obl MPUOETrHYTh K
TAKOMY FepONYECKOMY CPEZICTBY, JIEKTOP J]aJl HECKOJIBKO ITpaK-
TUYECKUX COBETOB, IPEJIBAPUB OHAKO, UTO OH HUCKOJIBKO HE
pyJaeTcs 3a MOJIHYI0 6€30I1aCHOCTH ITOCJIE/IOBABIINX 3TUM CO-
BeTaM. [lo/iTBep/IUB, UTO yAap JIOJIKEH MTOPa3UTh IVIaBHBIM 00-
pazom nobepesxbs CeBepHOro JIe0BUTOTO OKeaHa, Kak 3TO ObI-
J10 omnpenesieHo u IlynkoBckoi ob6cepBaTOpUel, JIEKTOP IIOCO-
BETOBAJI €XaTh HA IOT, HO U TaM B MOMEHT KaTacTpO(drI, KOTO-
PBIH BCKOpe Oy/ZieT ompejiesieH caMbIM TOYHBIM 00pasom, —
OBITH TOJIAIBINIE OT OOJIBIITUX BMECTUJIHIN BOABI U CTPOEHUH;
JIydIlle BCETO MPOBECTU 3TY HOYb IOJT OTKPBITHIM HEOOM, Ka-
KOBa ObI HU ObLJIA IIOTO/1A.

B 3axsoueHue JIEKTOP, JKeJIasi YTEeIUTh IMyOJIUKY, CUesl HyXK-
HBIM IPUOABUTH HECKOJIBKO TEIUIBIX CJI0B. Sl mpuBemy ux OyK-
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BJIBHO:

«ObuaHO Aesaercs, KOT/a MOAyMAellb: JKUBEM MBI, TPY-
JIUMcs, BepTUMcs, Kak Oesika B KoJlece, a JijIs 4ero, He 3HaeM;
oOIIuMil IIJIaH MUPO3/IaHUSA U IeJIb €ro CKPHITHI OT Hac. VIHO!
pas HaM KaeTcs, YTO BOT YK MbI IT0Z00paINCh K HEIPOHU-
11aeMoM 3aBece, CKpBIBAIOIIEN OT HAaC CMBICJI BCETO CYIIECTBYIO-
maro. Terneps XoTh ObI OPOCUTH TyZa OJIMH B3TJISA, XOTs ObI
TOJIBKO IIPOCYHYTbh HOC U NOHIOXaTh, YeM TaM naxsHer. Ho Ham-
pacHO: HaIIUM cJ1a0bIM pyKaM WJIH, TOYHee, TOJI0BaM Bce elle
He TIOJI CHJTy TsDKeJIble CKJIAZKU 3TOU 3aBeChl, U MBI HE B COC-
TOSTHUU HE TOJIBKO YTO MOAHATH, HO JIA’Ke XOTh UyTh-UyTh CBHU-
HyTh uX. MTak, CTOUM MBI IIEpes 9TOU 3aBECOU U TO APOCTHO
opeM, 4YTOObI HAM OTKPBLIH, TO YTPIOMO COIIUM, CO3HABasI BCIO
0e3HaJIe?KHOCTh HAIIIUX ITOIBITOK B HACTOSIIIEE, TI0 KpaHEN Me-
pe, BpeMs. BOT u 371eCh MbI CTOUM I1epe]T Hepa3penInMbIM BOII-
pocoM: 3aueM, JIsi KAaKOM KOHEYHOU I1eJIh MOHAI00UI0Ch BhI3-
BaTh U3 OTJ@JIeHHEWIIINX MUPOBBIX IPOCTPAHCTB 3Ty KOMETY U
HaJlesIaTh HaM CTOJIBKO HEIIPUATHOCTEHN U XJIOOT?>»

JlexTOp mepeBeJ1 IyX U BBIIWJI BO/IbI; 3aTeM IIPOOJIKAI:

«He cnenyet, oqHaKo, OTYaUBaThCA U B IIPUMAJKE STOUTHU-
4eCKOro THeBa yipekars [IpoBusieHre B HectipaBeinBocTU. Ye-
JIOBEK IPUBBIK CUUTATh cebs cpe/loTouneM BcesieHHOH. Iloue-
My? UTo Jaet eMy IIpaBo JiyMaTh TakuM oopasom? [y mpupo-
JIbI OH JIUIIIb KPOXOTHBIA HAPOCT HA 3eMHOU KOpe, M OHA BOBCE
He HAaXOJUT HY>KHBIM CUHTATHCA C €r0 BKyCaMH U >KeJaHUs-
MM, KaK YeJIOBEK He CUMTAETCA CO BKycaMU Komapa, Halpu-
Mep; a K03(GPUIIMEHT OTHOIIEHUS MEXKAY KOMapoOM U YeJIoBe-
KOM HEU3MEPHUMO MEHbIIIe, YeM MEXK/Y YeJI0BEKOM U IIPUPO-
Joi. Tem He MeHee, ec/TU HAIIU JKeJIAHUSA COBIIQ/IAIOT C ee Ha-
MepeHHUsAMH, YeJI0BeK JyMaeT, YTO 5TO OH, He KTO UHOH, a OH
3acTaBUJI IPUPO/Iy OCTYIIUTD TaK, a He nHave. ['M... on! Ho ec-
JIN HeT, KaK HUYTOXKHBI cUibl yesioBeka! OHu — Hysb! Hy, uto
MBI 3HAYUM B IIPOI[eCCe MUPO3/AaHUs, U KaKO! TeJIeCKOII, I1oc-
TaBJIEHHBIU XOTA OBl Hemaseko, Ha JIyHe, HampuMep, MOT ObI
YCMOTpPETh HaC CPe/I HeOOBATHOTO KOJIMYECTBA MAaTEPUAJIOB
JUIS 3TOTO Tporiecca? MbI — TO, YTO B MaTeMaTHKe HA3bIBAIOT
0eCKOHEYHO MaJION BeJIMYNHOU. HUKTO B MEPOBOM ITPOCTPAH-
CTBE W He 3aMeTHUT Halleil rubesu, TeM 0oJjiee UTO IOCJIe Hee
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(s Gepy camblil Xy/JIIIUH UCXOJT), HECCOMHEHHO, Ha 3eMJie BO3-
POZIUTCS HOBAs »KU3HB, MOYKET OBITh, B HOBBIX, JIYUIITIUX (op-
Max, ¢ HOBBIMHU HiealaMH, IOMaMH TPY/IOJII00USA U IIPUIOTAMU
JUISL BJOB, CHPOT U YBEUYHBIX, U HA OJTHON CaMOW HHUYTOXKHOU
YacTUIIBI MEPOBOM MaTEPUU He MPOIA/IET JapOM.

He Oynem ke MpUAMPUUBEL U BCTPETUM HeN30€KHOCTD TaK,
KakK CJIelyeT BCTPETUTD €€ JIFO/ISIM Pa3yMHBIM. T. €. My>KEeCTBEH-
HO U 6€3 HEOCMBICJIEHHOTO poroTa. HUKTO MpUTOM He MellaeT
HaM yTelaTh ce0si MBICIbIO, UYTO ITOCJIE CMEPTH HaM Oy/eT JIyd-
ie. Mosket ObITb, TaM, B 3aTPOOHOM MUPE, JIIOI!, UCITBITAB MHO-
roe Ha 3eMJIe U IPOU/s Yepe3 TOPHUJIO CMEPTH, CTAHOBATCS
yMHee U A00pee; MOXKET ObITh, TO, YTO MBI SIBJISIEMCS TyZa B
BHUJle TE€Hel, U3MEHsEeT M HaIllM B3IJISAbl, U HAIIU BKYCHI, U
Hallle OTHOIIIEHHE K OKpY:KaloleMy Hac. Tam He JI0JI?KHO OBITh
HH JKeJIE3HBIX JIOPOT, HU CCYAHBIX Kacc, HU MMUTEHHBIX 3aBeie-
HUM, HA KBaPTUPHBIX HAJIOTOB, HU CaMHUX KBAapTHP, HU JasKe
JIBOPHUKOB U TeM Iaue Besjocumneancto. OaHo scHoe, 6e300-
JlayHOe HeOO U abCcoIoTHAsA TUITMHA, GU3UYECKASA U MOPAIb-
Hasd...»

JIeKTop 3a[yM4YUBO IIOCMOTpeEJ Ty/la U 4yepe3 HECKOJIbKO
CEKYH/] CKa3aJl:

— Mooxet ObITh, ¥ TaK. JINYHO S HE COBCEM COTJIACEH C II0-
YTEHHBIM aBTOPOM 3TOTO MEKIOMETHUS, HO MOU B3IJIA, OBITh
MOJKET, CJIMIIKOM CyOBheKTHBeH. Bo BcsikoM citydae, OyzeM My-
JKeCTBEHHBI U CBeTJIbI AyIION. /[0 cCBUIaHUA B TOM...

OH IpHOCTaHOBUJICA.

— A BpoueM, MOXKeT OBbITh, U B 3TOM ellle MUDe.

JlekTOp KUBHYJI T0JI0BOH U yuies. Ero mpoBoguiu rpoMom
PYKOIZIECKAaHUU; HO, KOTZ]a IMyOJIMKa CTajia PAcXOAUThCA, 51 He
3aMeTWJ1 y Hee HU MY»KeCTBEHHOCTH, HU cBeTyiocTd aymu. He
OBLIIO 3TUX UYBCTB U Y MEHS; ellle KOHW-KaKoe TymoBaroe 6e3-
pasymuue, MOXKaIyH, HAIIIOCh ObI, HO CBETJIOCTH AYIIIEBHON U
B moMuHe He ObL0. Jacke *ku3HepasocTHass BapBapa Ceprees-
Ha IPUYHBLJIA U JIOMOU MOJT4Ya ¥ KaK-TO HEXOTS.

Yuraresib, MOXKET OBbITh, yIUBUTCA, KaK 3TO 51 TAK XOPOIIIO
3alIOMHIUT JIeKIuio? HeMyipeHo: oHa ObLIa HameyaTaHa Ha Jipy-
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'O IEHb BO BCEX MOCKOBCKHX T'a3eTax; JIaXKe CIydail ¢ «Ooppp...»
He OB 3a0BIT.

XIII

Ha cienyromuii IeHb BBIACHUIIOCH, UTO €XaTh JTAJIbIIe MHE
HeT HaJIOOHOCTH, TaK KaK BCe HYXKHbIE CBEJIEHUA ObLIU IOJIYy-
4eHBbl 371ech, B Mockse. IloaToMy A pemini HeMeJIeHHO eXaTb
B IleTepOypr U, mpe/iCTaBUB OTYET IO KOMAaHAUPOBKE, HEME/ -
JIEHHO K€ y/IpaTh K pOAHBIM B Masiopoccuto. A Tam Oy/ib, YTO
Oynet! Koou mpujiercst moMepeTh, TaK YK BceM BMecTe!

B 3TOM pellleHNH HEMaJIOBAXKHYIO POJIb UTPaJla MPOCIIyIIaH-
Has BUepa Jieknus. /[eficTBUTEIbHO, eciy 1 He UMeJl HaMmepe-
HUA IIpeJiaBaTh cebs Mperk/ieBpeMeHHO CMEPTH, TO MHE COBCEM
He3aueM ObLIO ocTaBaThes B IletepOypre. f 6bL1 emmie cuactin-
Bee MHOTHUX, M00 Y MeHA U Y MOel ceMbH ObLJI IPUIOT B CPaB-
HUTEJIbHO O€30MMaCHON MECTHOCTH. A KaKOBO OBLIIO APYTUM!

Cepaeuno npocrusiiuchk ¢ Koselr u ero ceMeicTBoOM, s yKa-
T B [leTepOypr.

3At0 6BLIO B cyOOOTY 19-TO HUIOHSA, & B BOCKPECEHBE YTPOM 5
yke ObL1 B [TeTepOypre.

IIpoes:xkas c Bok3asa Ha JlecHOH, A yBUJlesl B 1oe37ie apo-
BOI KOHKM HuHy, exaBilyio, 04eBU/IHO, B roposi. OHa Toxe 3a-
MeTHJIa MeHs U, KayKeTcs, X0TeJIa CKa3aTh YTO-TO, HO 1oe3]] ObI-
CTPO IIPOKATHJI MUMO, U MbI MOTJIH JIUIIb TIOKUBATh I'OJIOBAaMU
JIPYT ZIPYTY; HO 3aTO KUBAJIU OUEHb yCEPHO.

[TpuexaB noMOH, s 006pajIoBasI CBOMM IIpue3zioM Bacuiucy,
HO He IPEMUHYJI C/leJIaTh el CTPOTUN BBITOBOP 32 HEBEPHOE
npezickaszanue. Mmb, mpopounna Hanwtace! «IIpomaBaiite, 601b-
ure He yBuaumcesa!» A a-to u npuexan! Ha-tka, Beikycu! Konn
IO IITATy HE MOJIOXKEHO IMPOPOYECKOTO JIapa, HEYErO U COBATh-
col.

Bacuinca y»x 1 He Bo3pakasia, a TOPOIIUJIACh IPUTOTOBUTH
obes.

OtBenda Ay1ly, s1 OTIIPABWIICA T'YJIATH BO3JIe CTAHIIUU KOHKH,
HaJledach, uTo HuHa BepHeTCA. DTOro, 0/IHAKO, He CIYyYMJIOCh, a
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BMecTo HuHbI a1 BerpeTs BaxmerheBa u moTamu ero kK cebe
obenars.

Bce mto HazuIeKaImM MOPAAKOM; MbI 062 BOODYKHJIHCH:
A — KHUTOU, OH — Tra3eTou U, I|eHs JI0poroe BpeMs:, He OTPbI-
BQJIMCh OT HUX Jla’Ke U TOTJIA, KOTZIa pACIOPAXKAINUCH C CYIIOM
wiu 6udmrekcom. OHUM CJIOBOM, BOIIPDEKU MHCUHyanusMm Be-
Pbl, MBIl YCTPOWJINCH TaK, YTO €/la He Melllajia YTeHUIo, a 4uTe-
HUe efle. Bacuiuca, npas/ia, norJisA/pIBaja Ha HaC Heo00pu-
TeJIPHO, HO MBI M YXOM He IOBeJIU U NPOJOJIKAIN, HECA B POT
JIOKKY Cyla WIH KyCOK MsCa, OH — CJIEJUTH 3a TeM, YTO HaM
nunyT u3 EBpomnsl, 1 — MHTepecoBaThCs CBEPXbeCTEeCTBEHHbI-
MU OPUKJIIOYEHUAMU U CTPAJIAHUAMU JUKKEHCOBCKOTO Tepos.

ITocsie obesa MbI yCTPOUIINCh, KOHEYHO, Ha OaskoHe. bax-
MeThEB ITPOYUTAII y3Ke Ta3€eTy H, 10 OOBIKHOBEHUIO, CUesl Hy K-
HBIM MOMeEIIATh YUTATh U MHE.

— MeHs npsAMO U3yMmIiseT, — Hadajl OH, — HaCcTpOeHue U
Moe, U Ballle, fa u Bcero Ilerepbypra. Hemeu yepes3 moaTopsl
C HAMU MO’KeT IPOU30UTH OYeHb IevasbHas UCTOPHUS, a MBI
KaK HU B UeM He OBIBAJIO: €JUM, IIbeM, TyJIsieM, YUTaeM, Bece-
auMcsA, Kak MoxkeM. OJTHUM CJIOBOM, 3aHUMaeMcsl OOBIYHBIMU
JleJlaM¥, HUCKOJIBKO OyATO He iymas o 6au3koit cmeptu. OT-
yero 05l 3TO?

— /la pa3Be M0:KHO BOJIHOBAThCSA TaK JOJIT0? — BO3PA3WUII 1.
— Beznp 910, 4epT BO3bMHU, Xy:Ke BCAKOU CMepTH; s, IO Kpau-
Hel Mepe, He MOTY IIPEICTaBUTh cebe OoJiee y>KaCHOTO HPAaBCT-
BEHHOI'O COCTOSIHUA, KaK IIPO/IOJIKUTEIbHAA TPEBOra.

— H-pa, — npouenun baxmerses.

— IIpuToM Bce elle TEIIUTCA HaJleK/1a, HEYBeDEHHOCTD B
Hen30e)XHOM CTOJIKHOBEHUH, TUTaeMas, BEPOATHO, TeM, UTO
3nech, B [leTepOypre, 10 cux mop He BUAHO KoMeThl. Hy, a
HaKOHell, 9YTO ObI BbI IOCOBETOBAH Jies1aTh? YexaTh? Ha kakue
cpeacTBa? UTo ObI MBI €JTH. MBI, JIIOJIA 20-TO YHCIa?

BaxmeTrneB, Kak Bcerjia, He CTaJ OTAEJIBIBATHCA OOIUMU
MecTaMu Bpozie: «bor maj zieHb, acT U MUILY» WIH «KaK-HU
Oynp nepebbemcsi». [logTBEpANB MOJTYAHUEM CBOE CO MHOIO
corjiacue, OH IoTepedus1 60POKY ¥ Hayasl TapIieBath ¢ JIPYToi
CTOPOHBI:
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— Ckaxure, mtoxkaiyiicra, Hukonaii HukosaeBud, Bam He
JKaJIKO?

— Cebs? OueHb.

— A e1nie Koro?

— J1a Bcex Tex, KTO JIOPOT MOeMy Cep/IILy.

— A KTO He fopor?

— U Tex kaJiko, HO Kak-TO yMOM, a He cepAleM. f 3ameTu,
YTO U BOOOIIIE JIIO/TU YYTKHU JIUIIh K KOHKPETHBIM CTPaZlaHUSIM
U TO, €CJIM OHU IIPOUCXO/JIAT HA IIa3ax. A B IJaHHOM cJydae s
Be/b HE B JIYUIIIUX YCJIOBUSX, YEM JAPYTUE; OMMACHOCTh U MHE, 1
BCEM YTPOKaEeT O/THA U Ta JKE.

— Hy, Bce-Taku pazHuna ectb. Bot, Hampumep, ecjd HaM C
BaMH IIpUjieTcs yexaTh u3 [leTrepOypra, To MbI XOTh 3HAeM, Ky-
Jla TIPUTKHYTHCA; a OOJIBIIIMHCTBO JIa’Ke U 9TOTO CKPOMHOTO yTe-
IIIEHUS HE HMEET.

— AX, BbI 00 3TOM! /1A, 3TO 06CTOATEIBCTBO, 3TA OE3BBIXO/I-
HOCTb TI0JIOKeHUsI Haubosiee TporaeT MeHs. fI Bcerza, u B JieT-
CTBe ellle, ObIBAJIO, TOPHKO COKAJIEI JIUIIb O TeX, KOMY He IIpe-
JTOCTaBJIEHO TIPaBO BhIOOPA MEXKAY XOPOIIUM U JIypPHBIM U OC-
TaeTCcs TOJILKO IIOC/IETHEE.

— A ecou 4esI0BeK 3a0IyKaaeTca?

— Tex s1, ObIBaJIO, TOXKE KajIeJl, HO TeIeph MOe Cep/IIle CTa-
JIO YEePCTBO U Ja’Ke, MOKHO CKa3aTh, HETEPIHMO...

— Taxk Hey»xkenu xe?

— ITocroiiTe, BBI MHE HE JaJiu JOTOBOPUTh. Eciu ObI 51 BU-
JleJ1, UYTO YeJIOBEK, M0-MOeMY, 3a0JIyKaaeTcs, TO 51 U TeNeph
cues1 ObI CBOMM JI0JITOM YKa3aTh €My 3TO, IIPe0CTEPEeYh OT I10-
caencreuii. Ho ecsiu GBI OH, He JOKa3aB MHE, YTO A OIIHN0Aaioch,
BCe-TaKH IMOCTYIHJI IT0-CBOEMY, TO 51 OXJIa7ies Obl K HEMY U JJaXKe
C JII0OOIIBITCTBOM CJIEZINJI OBbI, UTO K3 3TOTO BhIHET. BoT f0 ue-
IO f1 CTaJI YePCTB JIyIIOH.

— 9TO y3KaCHO 4yaHO, — ITpobopmoTas baxmeTnbes.

— A, mo-MoeMy, TOJBKO JIOTUYHO. /[OMyCTUM, UTO BBIILIO
OBl CKBEPHO: BeJib MOH JIOJIT MCIIOJTHEH. A HACWJIUSA HPaBCT-
BEHHOT'O WX (PU3UYECKOTO 5 He JIOMYCTUJ OBl 10 OTHOIIIEHUIO
K cebe M He cuMTalo cebsA BIIpaBe MPUMEHUTH €r0 K JAPYTrOMY.
Ja u r/1e rapaHTHsI, YTO UMEHHO MOU B3IJIs/ IpaBuieH? Mo-
JKeT OBbITh, TO, YTO 5 CYUTAIO AYPHBIM, JIJISI APYTOTO KaK Pas Xo-
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porio. A ecnu s1 omrubych, TO BeJlb MHE TOT/Ia O cebe HYKHO
YKQJIeTh, @ HO O JIPYTOM.

— Bot He oxxuzan! Bece o Bac Takoro MHeHUs, YTO BBl —
Z106poTa, TYyMaHHOCTD OJIUIIETBOPEHHAsA, a BBl HA, IO/, KAKOH
»KeCTOKOCep/IHbIH!

— A A Ha, TIOJU, KAaKOH »KECTOKOCEP/IHBIN! — cephe3HO Iie-
penpasHWI, A ero, MOBEPTHIBAsACh HOCOM K CTeHe, OyATO OBI A
yCTaJI JIeXKaTh Ha CIIMHE; HO YMBICEJ JIPYTOH TYT OBLIL.

BaxmeTtneB momosryas, ysercs noyiooHee, 3a7paj HOTH HA
O6aprep OasIkOHA M HAYaJI aTaKy C TPETheH CTOPOHBI:

— Her, sT0 cTrpammnas uponus cyp0b1! Beka, ThicsueneTus,
MIJUTHOHBI JIET JIIOJIU YKWIN cebe M YMUPAIU, KaK CJIEIyeT, Io-
XOPOIIIEMY, a MbI BJIPYT...

— Kaxkas xe pazHHIla MEXIY 3TOH CMEpPThIO U, HAIIPUMEP,
OT KHUHKay1a 6paBu?

— Kakaa? I'm...

OH 3anHyJcs.

— Jla XOTb Takas, 4To MOCJIeIHAs CMePTh caydaiHasd, 3a
MUHYTY ellle HeBeJIoMasi, a O KOMeTe Mbl YK HeJleJIU TPU CJIbI-
IITUM.

Cpa3uB MeHs 3TUM apryMeHTOM, OH IIPOZ0JIKAJ:

— Ho cama cmepTs, ax, Kakas 3To MyJZipeHad mTyka! PaHb-
e 51 KaK-TO MIOBEPXHOCTHO OTHOCHJICA K 3TOMY SBJIEHUIO U
TOJIBKO TeIleph OCO3HAJI BCIO €rO... KaK OBl CKa3aTh... OCTPOTY,
uyTo JU. JKUBET UesloBeK, 1. BCE My KAKETCs, YTO CMEPTH elre
JIAJIEKO; a OHA BAPYT TYT KaK TYT, U JKU3HU OCTAJIACh caMas Uuy-
TOYKa. A YMHPATh-TO ellle He XoueTcs: Kak Oyaro paHo. Or-
JISIIBIBAEIIbCA HA3aJ[ U BUAUIID, UYTO TaM HIYETO HET, BIIEpeaU
nmycro. BoT oH, camblii yxkac-To rze!

— Hy uto x, B HupBany Torza, — nOLLyTUIT .

— Brarogapio, s He 6yIUCT, JIyUIlle YK IepecesIeHHe TyIIl.

A naxe moBepHyJICA Ha IPYTOH OOK:

— KcraTu, o mepeceseHun Aymi: 5Ta TeOPUsA KaKeTcs MHe
HecocToATeIbHOU. [To103kuM, Iyl nepexoAsaT OT OJHOTO de-
JIOBEKA K IPYTOMY, COCTOSATH, TaK CKa3aTh, BO BPEMEHHOM I10JIb-
30BaHuU. ATO — yTemureabHo! Ho, ¢ Apyroii cTOpoHbI, Kak
OOBSICHUTD TaKOW (DaKT: BeJlb YMCJIO JIIOJEH Ha 3€MHOM IIape
MIOCTOSTHHO YBEJIMUYUBAETCS; JIET B 50, HY, IIOJIOKHUM, B 100 OHO,
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HaBEpHOe, y/iBauBaeTcs. [ie ke O6epyT AyIIu i 3TOTO MPH-
pocra?

baxmerbeB npusasgymascs.

— BeposTHO, ecTh re-HUOYAb, — IEAUT OH HEPEIINTEIb-
HO.

— YrTo XK, 3TO, NO-BallleMy, 3allacHble, pe3epBHbIe JYIIIH,
IyCKaeMble B JleJIO 3a U3PacX0f0BaHWeM HaJINYHBIX? A /10 TO-
ro BpeMeHU OHU ueM 3aHuMaroTca? Heykenu ObIOT OGaKIIyIIN B
TedeHNe BEKOB, ThicsTuesieTnii? Her, s He J0IycKao, YTOOBI IPH-
poza ObpLIa TaK HEPACUYETINBA.

— IlocroiiTe, — BAPYT € cOXKaJIeHHEM BO3pa3uil baxmeTbes.
— Br1 3a0bIBaeTe, CKOJIBKO C PACIPOCTPAHEHHEM KYJIbTYPHI U
yBeJINUeHUEeM HapoJloHACeJIeHUA YHUUYTOXKEHO )KUBOTHBIX U
ocobeHHO quKKX. Kyza ux iy 1eBarTcs?

— Bor Tak ¢yut! BbI, 3HAUHUT, [yMaeTe, YTO AYIIU ITUX
JKHBOTHBIX IOBBIIIIAIOTCS B unHe? Tak, uTo j1mu?

— Koneuno, — Top:kectByeT baxmeTnes.

— Kaxkau crpoitnas cucrema! U kakas sicuas! To-to y Hac,
10 MHEHHUIO HEKOTOPBIX, C IIO3BOJIEHUSA CKa3aTh, MOPAJINCTOB,
Bpozie Makca Hop/iay, CTOJIbKO CBUHEH pacIioguioch! XoTs s
caM, IpeyIpexy, BOBCE He JiepKych 3Toro B3ryAaa. [lo-moemy,
Telephb CpeIHEMY UesIOBEKY TOpaszio Jiydllle U jerde >KUTb, 4eM
pasblile.

— Hy Tax 4To & u3 3T0ro?

— OueBUIHO, AYIIN KUBOTHBIX, KOTOPBIE Teleph, HECOM-
HEHHO, ITpeo0JIaJIaloT, 60JIee CKJIOHHBI K CIIPaBEIJINBOCTU. JTO,
BBIXO/JIUT, IIOBBIIIEHHE B YHMHE He JJId KMBOTHOIO, a JJId 4e-
JIOBeKa. A, Kak BbI lymaeTe?

JIOBOJIbHBIN CBOMM BECKHUM apTyMEHTOM, sl OIATH IOBEp-
HyJics HOcoM K creHe. Ho baxmeTbeB u TyT HallescA:

— Jla, HO, C IpyTO¥ CTOPOHBI, TAK HAa3bIBaeMble T€HUU WU
TaJIAHTBI, OYE€BUHO, AYIIU MPEXHUX JIIOJEN, y:Ke IPOoIIe e
BBICIIIYIO IIKOJTY.

ITomu x Te1! Hamesn Bce-Taku Bo3pakeHue! ATakuil ynps-
Mbl# criopiuk! Ho s1 Oyay BeuKoAyIIHee U MOMPOOYIO YCTY-
MUTH HAaBETHHOMY Ha MeHs CIIOPOM CHY!

— Bnpouem, — 106aBUJI MOU OIIIIOHEHT, — CYII[ECTBYET JIU
TepecejieHUeE Iyl WU HET, a YMUPATh Bce-TaKU HE XOUeTCs.
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Houro eme pazbupan baxmeTbeB 3TOT BOIPOC, HO f YK€
HavaJI IpeMaTh U TOJIBKO U3PeKa, IPUXO/sA HA CEKYH/y B IIO-
JIyCO3HaHMe, yJIaBanuBaj ¢ppasbl:

— IlpekpacHO MOHMMaelIb, YTO C MOMEHTa CMEPTHU TBOE
TE€JI0 HUYero He Oy/ieT YyBCTBOBATh, U BCE-TAKU I1OyMAaTh, UTO
TeOsI 3aCHITLTIOT 3eMJIEH. ..

[ToToM, yepe3 HECKOJIBKO CeKYH/I:

— Xoporio, ecii 6bI MEHA MTOCJIE CMEPTH BHIOPOCUIIU IPS-
MO B HOJI€; IIyCTh TaM CHEAAT MeHS BOPOHBI, HO IIyCTh TO, YTO
OCTaHeTCsl OT MeHs, IyCTb OHO BUIUT COJIHIlE, royiyboe Hebo,
3€MJIIO, CHET...

— A KakK Ke KOMeTa-TO? — XOTeJI A CKa3aTb, HO CTOWJIO JIN
M3-3a TAKOTO IYCTSAKA PACCTPauBaTh CJIAAKYIO JipeMoTy. f cka-
3aJ1 TOJIBKO «YTy», a 9TO HUYEro He BHIPAXKaJIO.

[ToToMm elfe Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO CEKYHI;:

— Kak BbI ymaere, Hukosnaii HukosaeBuy, cyecrsa 4eT-
BEPTOTO, IIATOTO U T. JI. U3MEPEHUHN OOATCA TelePh KOMETHI?

ITO IOKOHAJIO MeHs; ITocyIeIHUe NTPO0IecK CO3HAHUA UC-
4ye3su, U 51 ObLJI OUEHDb YAUBJIEH, KOT/]a, OTKPBIB IOYEMY-TO
1a3a, yBuzien Bacuncy c¢ TeserpaMmmoi B pykax. Okasaiocs,
OHa OyAumsia MeHs y»Ke MUHYT IATh, CHA4aJIa BEXKJINBO B3bIBas
KO MHE; HO BUJS, UYTO 9TO — 0€3yCHEITHO, PENINIACh IOTPACTH
MeH 32 TJIEYO U TOJIyINIa YKeJITAHHBIN pe3yJIbTarT.

S pacnmcasncst B MOJIy4eHUH, BCKPHLI MTAKETUK U OCTOJI0€e-
HeJt oT pasioctu: «Exy CrpesibHy, BO3BpalLych ceromus. »Kau
ZIeBATh yacoB Beuepa bantuiickom Bok3ase. HuHa».

A B3IJIAHYJ Ha Yachl: y>Ke ceMb; IOMHTEPeCcoBaJICs, KOTa
[I0/laHa TejerpaMMa: 0Kasajaoch, B 10 4. 30 M. yTpa. f xoren
OYeHb paccepAuThcsA Ha Teserpad, Tak JI0JIro IepeiaBaBIInuii
Jieliellly, HO He ObUIO BpeMeHU; IPHUIILJIOCH CIIEIIHO YMBITBCH,
oZleThbCA 1 0eXKaTh.

BaxmeTtbeB, ycraB ¢puaocopcTBOBaTh O CMePTHU, TOUUBAI
CHOM ITpaBeHUKA BHU3 YKUBOTOM U Ja’Ke U37[aBajl HOCOM CJIOXK-
HbIE 3BYKH, IOJIOOHBIE aKKOPJaM 30JI0BOUM apdbl. A mopydwmt
€ro IMmomnevyeHusIM Bacwucel, Haka3aB el IMOCTaBUTh CaMOBap,
€CJTU OH TIOXKeJIaeT. A 3aTeM yJieTesl, Kak Mepu MOJIOJiasi B 4 1I.
30 ¢. BecomMm.
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XIv

3aMeTnsia JI1 BbI, YTO KOHKA OTHOCUTCS BOOOIIE Bpak/ie0-
HO K IaccakripaM |, €CJIM He MOKET JIOCAJIUTh KaK-HUOY/b I1O-
cepbe3Hee, HallpUMep, WIEHOBPEAUTEIHCTBOM WJIH YeM-HUOY/Tb
ellfe IOXy:Ke, TO, IO KpaliHel Mepe, CYUTAET JI0JITOM HapyllaTh
ux pacueTsl. [1os0uu, BB crieninTe Ky/1a-HUOyAb, U BpeMs y
Bac B o0pe3, HO M3 SKOHOMUU BBl PENIUJINCh BBEPUTH CeOA
KOHKe. fl ele HUKOT/a He BU/AJI, YTOOBI B ITOAOOHOM CiIydae
KOHKA Be3Jia, KaK CJIe/IyeT; HeT, JIOMIAAU MOMayTCs yCTable,
Ha KaXk/IOM pasbe3/le NPUXOJAUTCS OXKUJaTh, U B KOHIE KOH-
IIOB Balll BAarOH HEIIPEMEHHO COUJET ¢ pesibc. Ho mpummure
TOJIBKO BO BHUMaHMeE, YTO KOHKA MOJKET OI03/1aTh, U BBIUIUTE
3a0J1arOBpeMEeHHO: 0, TOTJIa MOKeTe OBITh YBEPEHBI, UTO Bac
TIOBE3YT C OBICTPOTON KYPhEPCKOT'O I0€3/1a, ¥ BBI IIOCIIEETE, 10
KpaliHell Mepe, 3a 4ac JI0 CPOKA; U BOT BbI OyzieTe OPO/IUTH, KaK
HEIOKAsABIIAACA AyIIa, B OXKUJAHUH YCJIOBJIEHHOTO Yaca u 6pa-
HUTH U cebs1, U KOHKY, U IPOXO0KUX, U BCE HA CBETe.

ATOMY Ke 3aKOHY HO{UUHAIOTCS U ITaPOBbIE KOHKH.
OOBIKHOBEHHO BpeMsi mpoe3zaa u3 JlecHoro Ha bantuiickuii
BOK3aJI IayKe Ha KOHKe He 6osiee 1 4. 45 M., KOTOPBIE U ObLIA B
MoeM pacnopsikeHuu. Ho s cremui, 60sch, 4TO, 3aM03/1aB
XOTh Ha 5 MUHYT, A YK He BcTpeuy HuHy, 4TO OHa MOXeT
oiyMath, OYATO 51 HE 3aX0TeJI IIpUexaTh Ha BOK3as (MOTJIa JIK
OHAa JIoTaJlaThCs, YTO TejerpaMma u3 ropojia B JlecHout Oyzer
untu 8 Y2 yacoB?), —U KOHKA CTajla, KOHEYHO, IIPUIYMbBIBATh
BCSKHE TPEJIOTH, YTOOBI 3a7iepKaThesA B myTH. CHavyasia oHa
MO[yYnsIa MAIIMHUCTA TJIECTUCH TTOJIETOHBKY, YyTh HE I1aroM,
¥ MBI IOJTbeXaIN K pazbe3fy v JIaHCKOI Kak pa3 B TO BpeMs,
KOT7Ia pa3AaJiuCch TPYOHbIE 3BYKU JIMHEHHBIX CTOPOKel DOuH-
JITHJICKOU ZIOPOTH, BO3BEIIABIINE O MPHUOJIMKEHUHN TI0€3/1a U3
[TerepOypra. Hy, 3aTeM, IOKa MbI CTOSIUTH, BBIXKU/IAsl ITPOXO0/1A
ATOTO T0€3/1a, IyX KOHKH CKOPEXOHBKO CJIETAJI Ha YIEJIbHYIO
(myxy 3TO Be/ib HUYETrO HEe CTOUT) M YMOJIMJI HA4aJIbHUKA CTAaH-
MU ceifyac oTIpaBUTh OTTy/ZIa B [leTepOypr TOBapHBIM MMOE3/I.
[TosTOoMy, KaK TOJIPKO IIPOMEJIBKHYJI Iepe HaMU MOC/IeTHUN
BaroH u3 IletepOypra, pa3zjajiich CHOBa TPyOHBIE 3BYKHU YiKe
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oT YespHOU. U BOT MBI CHUIEIU U KAJIH, TIOKA MEJIJIEHHO,
COBCEM He CIIella U JIUIIb CJIETKa MOTPOMBIXHBASA HA CThIKAX
pesibe, TSHYJICS Tepes HaMH JUIMHHEHIITNN TOBAPHBIA IOEe3]]
YyTh He U3 60 BarOHOB.

Haxkowner, 1 OH mpoiiest; myTh OTKPBLUIH, Be3/le HAa Pa3bes-
Jlax HAC KJAJIF, U MOXHO OBbLJI0 XOTh HEMHOTO HAaBEPCTATh
notepsiHHOe BpeMsA. OHO ObI Tak U OBLIO, eciu OBl A He cIie-
1! MalmmHUCT TPOJIOJIKAI IJIECTUCh U PA3OIIEICS, TOJIBKO
MO/IXO/IA K Ka3apMaM MOCKOBCKOTO IIOJIKa, HO M TO C TOpecT-
HBIM Pe3yJIbTAaTOM: IPU IIPOXOJle U3BWJINHBI IIyTH IEpes pa-
3Bbe37I0M y Ka3apM, IapOBO3 CIIOKOWHO BbIEXAJI U3 PEJILC U I'pa-
IIMO3HO ONEPCA Ha JIeXKaBIllee y TPOTyapa OpeBHO, HUKAK He.
OKH7IaBIliee MMOI00HON uecTH; OpeBHO, TEM He MeHee, OBbLIO
MOJIBIIEHO TAKUM IPEANOUYTEHUEM U CJIerKa Jake KPAKHYJIO
OT YI0BOJIBCTBHS, COETUHEHHOTO, BIIPOYEM, C UYBCTBOM HEKO-
TOpPOTO, HAaJI0 [yMaTh, cTecHeHHs. [1apoBo3, ogHAKO, He oOpa-
THJT HA TO HUKAKOTO BHUMaHHUSA M aaTyMUNBO YCTABUJICS B CaJl.

Hy, 51, 1aBHO BOJIHYeMbIH IOJIO3PEHHUAMU HacyeT KOBap-
CTBA KOHKH, TYT YK He MOT BBITEPIIETh: BRIOPDAHUBIIUCH Ca-
MBIM SHEPTrUYHBIM 00pa3oM U JIa’ke MOTPO3UB KyJIaKOM Malllu-
HHCTY, A IOIIeJ aJbllle MEeMIKOM U, BCTPETUB M3BO3YHKA,
MIOPYYHJI €EMY CBOIO 0CO0Y, ITPOCSI IOCTABUTH €€ Ha banTuiickuit
BOK3aJI B Q 4YacoB 0e3 IATH MUHYT. XOTA U3BO3UHK MTOTIAJICA HE
OJyICTaTeTbHBIN, TEM HE MEHEE C YCIEXOM BBIIIOJHUJ BO3JIO-
JKEHHOEe Ha Hero MopydyeHue; MpaBja, s MPeyCMOTPUTEIBHO
ocTaBuJI 6e3 BHUMaHHUS BOIPOC O TAKCE, 3AKJIFOUHB C HUM CIIe-
IIUAIBHBIN JIOTOBOP (B M3BECTHBIX CJIyYasx MOJA00HOE MaJIoAy-
1I1e, IPaBO, U3BUHUTEIHHO).

Biaronaps, BeposiTHO, 3TOMY, 51 TIOCIIEJT HA BOK3aJs 3abJia-
TOBPEMEHHO, HACTOJIHKO 3a0JIarOBPEMEHHO, UTO YCIEN H3yIUTh
BCE PacIHCaHUsA MM0e37[0B, pa3a TPH MPOUYUTATH ADHUIILY O CIEK-
takiae B OpanueHbayMme U Jja’ke IMMOCCOPUTHCA CJIETKA C TOCIIO-
JIMHOM B MOHOKJIE, 3aHSBIIUM, II0 MOEMY MHEHHUIO, CTUIIIKOM
MHOTO MeCTa Ha CKaMelKe; OH CHaudaja OTPUIIAJI 3TOT (aKT,
HO HaKOHEI[ CABUHYJI MTOJIy MTAJIbTO U OYKUCTUJI MHE OKOJIO 2 V2
BEPIIKOB. B3IIAHYB Ha 4achl, s MPeAIIOYEsl OCTABUTH IIpepe-
KaHUs U OTIpaBWJICA Ha IuiaTgopmy. ['oCIOAUH TpOIIHIIEN
YTO-TO MHE BeJiel. Sl mocMOTpest Ha Hero BHUMAaTeIbHO, HO Bpe-
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MEHHM OCTaBaJIOCh CJIUIIKOM MaJIO, YTOOBI YCIIETh JI0 MIPHUXO0/a
moe3/ila TOYHO BBIACHUTH, UTO UMEHHO IPOIIUIES] MOHOKJIb;
IIO3TOMY S PEIInsI, YTO OH CKa3aJl MHe: «aHTeJ», U IIPOCJIe/o-
BaJI JJaJIblIIe.

MuHyTHI Yepe3 JiBe IIOAKATHUI MO0e3]], U s C HeOIIUCyeMbIM
yI0BOJIbCTBHEM 3aMeTHJI B OKHe BaroHa H3fIIHYIO T'OJIOBKY
Hunsl, ycepaHO KUBaBIIyI0 MHe. fI To3Ke 3aKuBaJj el Tak, 4To y
MeHs T'0JIOBa YyTh He OTBAIWJIACh, U IoIIes 3a BaroHoM. Erie
CEKyH/Ia, ¥ OHA PAJIOM CO MHOIO, KJIaJIeT Ha MO JIOKOTh CBOIO
PYUKy, IPMKUMAETCA KO MHe, Kak Kollleuyka. fl omnryiamo Hens-
MepuMOe 0JIa3KEHCTBO U TOTOB MPHITATh KO3JIOM; TOJIBKO MBICJIb,
YTO FOPOJIOBBIE U IpDyTHe BJIACTh UMYyIIHeE JINIA MOTYT OTHEC-
THUCh KpaliHe HeJI0OPOsKeIaTeIbHO K T0/I00HBIM IIPOSBIIEHUSM
BOCTOPTQ, 3aCTaBJISAET MEHA OTKA3aThCs OT HUX.

— Hy uro x, T cky4as B MockBe 6€3 MeHs? — CIpalim-
BaeT HuHa.

T'oBops mpaBay, MHe U HEKOT/]a ObLJIO CKy4aTh, HO Telepb 5
YBEpEH, UTO OUE€Hb CKy4JaJl, ¥ co00II1aio 00 3ToM.

— A g xak TockoBasia! — roBoput xkano6Ho Huna. — Iloue-
My ThI He HallUCaJI MHe HU OJTHOTO NM1uchMa?

— Jla He 0 yeM OBLIIO, — CTApAIOCh A OIIPABIATHCS.

— Kak He o uem? Hamucas Obl, UTO ThI MEHS JIIOOUIIL OUEHb
KPEeIIKO, KPEIKO.

B camom pgesne! Kakaa Hemora/uimBocTs! A olyckai MOBUH-
HYI0 TOJIOBY U CTaparoCh 3aryIaIuTh IIPOCTYIIOK TeNEePbh.

U1 BoT MBI uzeM 1o HabepexxkHo! OOBOHOTO KaHAJA, BBI-
XouM Ha VM3MaliyloBCKUY MPOCIIEKT U Bce BpeMs U3JINBAaeEM
JIpYT IpYTy CBOU 4yBcTBa. VI3IMAHUA 3TU 3aKJII0YAIOTCA IIpe-
HMMYyIIleCTBEHHO B 0cOO0I MaHepe IJIA/eTh APYT Ha JIpyra U Io-
IIepEMEHHO MOBTOPATh «MUJIBIH», «MUJIasI», «JTI000Bb MOSI»,
«PaJIOCTh», «CUACThE MOE» U Mpouune O0Ien3BeCcTHbIE BbIpa-
JKeHU CIelNaJIbHOTO JEKCUKOHA.

ITokaszancsa MecsIl, BeCh KpaCHbBIN, TOYHO PACIyXIIHUH MOCIIE
OecrryTHO pOBeIEHHOTO ZIHA. [loHeMHOry, OZJHaKO, HOYHASA
MIPOXJIaZla OCBEXKAET €ro, U OH MPUHUMAET OOBIYHBIA TITYIIBIH
BU/I IpPKO BBIUUIIEHHOTO MeIHOTO noAHoca. Ho maxe u oH
HaM Telnepb HPABUTCS, U MBI HE CTECHAEMCS 3aABUTH €MY 9TO;
HO €ro 3aIJIbIBIIIEE KUPOM JIMIIO CMOTPUT Ha HAC Tak TYIIO,
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Kak Oy/ZITO OH TOJIBKO YTO KOBBIPSJI B HOCY U €Ille He MOXKeT
OYHYTHCS OT UCIIBITAHHOTO HACIAXK/IEHUS.

B npuaTHO# Gecesie MBI IOCTUTaeM IIEPBOI POTHI, BBIXOANM
Ha 3abajKaHCKUU U calUMCH B KOHKY K OKDYKHOMY CYZY.
Jloexas 10 Hero, Mbl OIIpe/iesisieM, UYTO ellle He CUJIax paccTaThb-
¢ TaK CKOpPO, U IOTOMY BMecCTO JIMTeHHOro MOCTa Halpas-
nsaeMcsa K Taspuueckomy cany. Ho u yacoBoe rysisiHbe BOKPYT
IIOCJIeZTHET0 He yI0BJIeTBOpsAeT Hac.

Torpga s, ooparuB BHUMaHue HuHbI, uyTO yKe 12-11 uac,
pOOKO T0/IaI0 €l MBICIIb OCTaThCsl CO MHOM B TOpOJie, CKa3aB
3aBTpa JIOMa, YTO OHA HoueBasia B CTpesibHE. JTA MBICIb HAXO0-
JIUTH y HEe COUYBCTBUE, HO...

— Ho rze ke MbI poBefieM HOUb? Hesb3s jke Tak TyJIsaTh
Bce BpeMsi, —3aMedaeT 61aropasymHas Huna.

— KoneuHo, — cnemnty s nmoaATBepAuTh. — Buauib v, B
MO€EM pacHopsKeHUU uMeeTcs KOMHaTa OJHOTO MOETo TOBapH-
I1a: OH yeXaJl B OTIYCK U Pa3pelins MHe II0JIb30BaThCA €10, ec-
Ji GBI 51 3aX0TeJl HOUEBATh B TOPO/JIE.

— Hy, xopowo, — cornamaercsa Huna, — g Houyro B CTpesb-
He.

1 oHa s1yKaBO CMOTPUT HA MEHH.

Moii Boctopr gocruraet amnores. I10gb3yACh OTCYyTCTBHEM
MIPOXO’KUX, 51 BIIMBAIOCh B €€ T'YOKU, U 3aTeM MbI OepeM M3BO3-
YyuKa U OoTHpasysieMcs Ha IlymkuHCKyr0; B3OMpaeMcs Tam B
YeTBEPTHIN 3TAXK, U 51 3aABJIAIO CIY?KAHKe, 4YTO Oy Ty HOUEBATh Y
Hux. CiyaHKa HU4Yero He BO3pakaeT U JaKe BBI3bIBAETCA
IIOCTABUTH CAMOBAP, YTO MBI IPHHUMAEM C ropsdeil 61aromap-
HOCTBI0, 100 omrymaem rosoj. Emie 651, Takoii MmonuoH!

A HeMe/JIeHHO OTIIPABJIAIOCH 3a ChECTHBIMU IIPUIIacaMU M.
K HallleMy CYacThl0, HAX0XKy He3alepTylo KosbacHyo. /la, 3/1ech
He TO, 4TO B TOKCOBO, I7le ¥ B HOJIZIeHb Hal/Ielb pa3Be JIUIIb
KaKyI0-HUOYZ[b MHTEPECHYI0 OKAMEHEJIOCTb.

Utak, Teneps B HalleM pacloOpsKeHUU: BpeMs, ropsAdne
COCHCKM U He MeHee ropsA4ue Jacku. Bce 5To MbI pacTpaun-
BaeM C HEIIPOCTUTEIbHBIM JIETKOMBICIIEM.

[Toy>xmHaB. MBI pacroJiaraeMcs Ha IUPOKOU OTTOMaHKe U
TepsieM IpeJicTaBJeHne O BpeMeHH, X0TA He criuM. Jlamma oz
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OOJIPIINM 3eJIEHBIM a0aKypOB OCTABJIsIET BCE B TAKOM IIPHUAT-
HOM IIOJIyCBeTe-II0JIyMIJIE.

Bbl, mOpoYHBIN ynTaTeNh (€CH BB, IEHCTBUTENILHO, ITOPOY-
HBI), BOOOpa3uTe, MOXKET OBITh, YTO y HAC HEBECTH UTO ITPOMC-
xonwno. HampacHo-c; 1000Bb Hamia ObLia elle B TOM IIepUO-
Jle, KOT/ja lake My>K4YMHA JI0BOJIbCTBYeTCH OJHUMHU CKPOMHBI-
MU IOIeNyAMH, Jake OJHUM Julle3peHreM; nputoMm, Huna
ObLIa OKpY>K€HA TaKUM OPEO0JIOM CTBIIIMBOCTH, UTO S TOJIBKO
Y MOT PELINTHCA MOLEJI0BATD €€ HOXKKY. AX, CKOJIBKO yJIOBOJIb-
CTBHUS MOKET JOCTABUTD OJTHO IIPUCYTCTBUE JTIOOMMOU KEHIIIH-
HBI, O/THA BO3MO>KHOCTbh CMOTPETH €l B IJia3a U UCKATh TaM yT-
Bep/IUTEJIbHBIN OTBET Ha BEUHO OJUH U TOT ke Bonpoc! HepBbl
HANPSATAIOTCA, U YLy OKYThIBAeT JbIMKA HEBEPOSTHOTO OJia-
JKEHCTBA.

Bropouem, He OAMH TOJIBKO MOPOYHBINA UUTATEND C/IeJIas He-
OCHOBAaTeJIbHOE IIPEe/II0JIOKEeHNE; 3a CTEHOI0 BCAKUN pa3, Kor-
fa Huna ymosiAole-HepeluTe/IbHBIM [IeOTOM OCTaHaBJIN-
Bajla MOU CJIMIIKOM WHOTI7/Ia CMeJible IOPBIBHI, BCAKUM pas,
KOTZla MBI 11€JI0BaJINCh B3aCOC ¥ IIPEPBIBUCTHIM OT CTPACTH U
HEeZ0CTaTKa BO3/4yXa I'0JI0COM BBIPAXKAJIN CBOU OLIYIEHUA, BCA-
KUH pa3 3a CTEHOIO pas3/laBajics MPOTsKHBIN B3710X. Ha nipyroi
ZleHb CJIy’KaHKa CKa3ajia MHe, 4TO B COCeZlHe KOMHATe >KUBET
Jlama-BJ/I0Ba, KOTOpas YTPOM »KaJIoBajIach e, YTO He cIajia BCIO
HOYb, IOTOMY 4uTO MBI IIyMmesnn. A? Kak Bam noHpasutesa? Illy-
Menu! A s cTapajics XOAUTh Ha OBIIIOYKAX, U HU OJHOTO CJIOBA
He OBLJIO IPOM3HECEHO UHAaYe, KaK IIernoToM! A oueMy TOT/a,
MajiaM, MBI CJIBIIIAIN Ballld B3JIOXHU cefuac e 3a CTeHOI (U
OY€eHb TOHKOMH, IPUTOM), MEXK/Ty TEM KaK Ballla KPOBaTh, 10 yBe-
PEHUIO CJIy’KaHKH, CTOUT B NPOTUBOIOJIOKHOM yriay? Kakas
yepHas HeOJaroZJapHOCTb 32 JIOCTAaBJIEHHOE y/I0BOJILCTBUE!

Ciy>kaHka yTeliwsia MeHs, BbICKa3aB MHeHHe, YTO B/OBa
mpocto 3aBuzoBasia. Ho ato s1 3Hai u 6e3 Hee!

Korza mpl BeIIUIM HA yaully (CHavasia, B BUZAX OCTOPOK-
HOCTH, TIOPO3HbB), TO A OBUT KaK B Yajly, U Bce BCTpEUYHbIE DU-
3MOHOMUHM Ka3aJIUCh MHE HeOObIYaiiHO 100phIMu. f mier, cua-
CTJIMBO YJIBIOAsICh, M PACCESTHHO OTBeYasl Ha BOMPOChl HUHBI,
KOTOpas 3arjgjplBajia B MOU IJ1a3a U HeZloymMeBaia. Ho kak g
MOT 3/IeCh, Ha YJIUIIE, IOCTATOYHO pesibepHO U300pa3uUTh en
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cBOe nyuieBHOe cocTossHue? CJIOB TAaKUX HET, a pyKHU, TOJIOC,
J1a3a ObLIIN CBSI3AHBI IIPOXOKUMHU.

Ha ciy»k6e Mos rosioBa ObLyIa CJIOBHO B TyMaHe, HO TaAKOM
CBETJIOM, pajiocTHOM. C 3THM TYMaHOM He MOIJIM CIPaBUTHCSA
Jla’ke CTAaTHUCTHYECKHE BBIOOPKU M BBIYMCIIEHUS PACCTOSTHUM
nopor. XOopoIIIo ellle, YTO IAaTPOH He SBUJICS Ha CIIyKO0y, 1 MHe
He MIPUIUIOCHh JOKJIAJABIBATh €My O Pe3yIbTaTaX KOMaHAHUPOB-
KH.

Korpa s mpuHUMasics 4YuTaTth CiIy:kebHyio Oymary, ToO BMe-
CTO CTPOK BHUJIeJ Hiepes] co00i Muioe 6J1elHOe JIMIUKO C OO0JTb-
UMY CUHUMH IJIa3aMU, CMOTPEBIINMU Ha MEHs TaK JII0OOOB-
HO. OYHYBIIIUCE, 5 CIENTUJI IPUHATH IPOTUBOSINE U HAUYUHAIT
COYMHATH KaKoe-HUOY[b «OTHOIIIEHHE», HO, BMECTO «BCJIEJICT-
BH€E BAalller0 MUChMa OT TAKOTO-TO YHCJIa», PyKa CBOEBOJIBHO
BBIBOJIWJIA: «PAJIOCTh MO, JKU3Hb MOsI, s1 TOTOB BBIITUTH TEOS B
TIOIIeJIye», s1 CHOBA IOTPY?KAJICA B BOCIIOMHUHAHUSA O BUEpalll-
HEeM, TOUHee, CETOTHANIHEM OJIaKEHCTBE U CHOBA BCE OCTAJIb-
HOE€ IIJIO K YEepTy.

AX, 3Ta HOYDb U JIOHBIHE IIOJIHA JIJIU MEHsS HEBBIPA3UMOTO,
HO MOTY4ero ouapoBaHus!

MaJto TakuX 4acoB B JKM3HH, HO U OJTHOTO JOCTATOYHO, YTO-
OBl BOCHOMHUHAHUEM O HEM CKPACUTH HAIy cepylo, OyaHUY-
HYIO JKU3Hb, HATIOJIHEHHYIO 3a00TaMu 0 kesyzake. O, BeuHo 6J1a-
TOCJIOBEHHBIN 003k0K ApeBHUX! ThI TJISAUIIL HA MEHS U JIyKa-
BO, JIyKaBo cMmeelrbcs. Hy, uTo K, cMeiics, Tebe Bce MpOIaeT-
csa! Yto 6bI 6BLIIO Ha CBeTe, ecyid ObI He OBLJIIO TBOUX CTPEJI?
’Kusnp Hama npeBpatwiach ObI B 0OBIKHOBEHHYIO, IPA3HYIO,
BOHIOUYIO TpANKY. Kak mogymaentb 06 3TOM, TO CTAaHET /Iaxe
XOJIOZTHO Ha JIyIIle, U €ITHCTBEHHBIM yTEIIIEHUEM CJIy>KUT MbICJIb,
YTO TOT/Ia MBI 3TOTO HE CO3HABAJIU OBbI.

Ho... (3mech, Kak ¥ BesJie, eCTh «HO») MOoe OJIaskeHHOe COC-
TOSTHHE TIOMEIIAJI0 MHE MU BO3BPAIeHUH JIOMOH 0OpaTUTH
Ha/lJIe)kalllee BHUMaHUEe Ha HEOOBIYHOE JIBUKEHUE BOWCK U
apTwuiepuu ¢ Beiboprckoit Ha He3apeuHyIo CTOpoHY. Eciu Obr
s1 3AMHTEPECOBAJICA 3TUM (PAKTOM U OCBEJIOMUJICS O MIPUUNHE
€r0, TO... TaJIbIIe HeYero ObLI0 ObI PACCKa3bIBATh.
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XV

Jler ciath A OYEHb PaHO, CIajl, KaK yOUTBIHN, OTCHIIAsACH 32
IIPOIIUIYI0 HOUb, a HA CJIEAyIolllee YTPO, He JIOKJAABIINCH Ta-
3eThl (KoTopasi, II0 HEM3BECTHOW MHE IIPUYHMHE, OII037aJIa), yC-
KaKaJl U3 JI0Ma, YTOOBI BCTPETUTHCSA, KOHEUHO, ¢ HUHO.

JKnan 51 ee moaro U KOTZIAa yBUZET, TO OBLT ITOPAKEH ee I0-
BeZIEHHEM: C TPEBOXKHBIM BBIPAKEHUEM JIUI[Q, IOMUHYTHO OTJIS-
JIBIBAsICh, OHA CZleJlajia MHE YKPAJIKOU 3HAK He MOJXOJUTh K
Hel U momwia 6pICTPO K KOHKEe. MBI yceuch B pa3HbIX yIyiax. Y
KJIUHUKH, HAaKOHEI], OHAa MoJoXAana MeHs. [leno oObscHsA-
JIOCHh ¥ OO'bSICHUIJIOCH JTOBOJIBHO CKBEPHO.

Hdana m terka, y KoTopblx HuHa kuaa, 00eCIOKOUIUCH,
YTO OHA He HOoYeBaja JI0Ma, U YTPOM /s OTIPABUJICA B
CrpesibHY, K TeM 3HAKOMBIM, K KOTOPBIM OHa Ioexasia 20-TO.
Y3HaB, 4TO OHa yexayia OT HHX 20-TO K€ BeuepoM, A/ ele
Oosbiie obectiokowsics. [IpuexaB B Hallle TIpaBJIeHUE, OH y3-
Hais1, yTo HuHa Ha ciy:x06e, HO He MMOKa3aJcsA ed, a joMa yCT-
pou nonpoc. Huna, HU4Jero He moso3peBast, 3aABUJIA, YTO OHA
HoueBasia B CrpenpHe. Hy, TyT u mogusiacek 6yps! Beuio cka-
3aHO MHOTO €KX U T'PO3HBIX CJIOB, TE€TKA BCIUIAKHYJIA, A
rpemes. HuHa peBesia Bech Be4eph U Tereph ObLIa B CTPAIIHOM
BOJIHEHU, 0605Ch, YTO HAC KTO-HUOY/Ib 3aMETUT U MHe Oy/ieT
HenpuATHOCTh. Mutas! OHa 6ossack 6osible Bcero 3a MeHs!

IToHATHO, YTO TaKO pasroBOp He /iaBajl HAM HHUKAaKOW BO3-
MOXKHOCTH 00paIiaTh XOTh CKOJIbKO-HHOY/Ib BHUMAHUS Ha OK-
py*atoiree. [ToaTroMmy Mbl ObLJIH OYEHD YAUBJIEHBI, KOT/Ia, BOU-
Jisl B pa3/ieBajIbHYI0, He HAIIUIM TaM HUKOTO U HUKAaKOTO BepX-
Hero IIaThsA. TeM He MeHee, Mbl OTIIPABUJINCh K CBOMM 3aHS-
THSIM.

MunyT uepe3 20 k0 MHe ABuiach HuHa cO BCTpeBO:KeH-
HBIM JIUIIOM:

— Koz, uro aTo 3HauuT? /[0 CUX IIOpP HUKOTO HET; JaKe
CTOPO’KEN HUT/IE HE BU/THO.

A Toxe obecrokomsics W TOIIE] pa3bicCKUBaTh. HakoHerr,
MHE YZaJIOCh HAaWTH IIBeiIiapa B ero KaMOpKe: OH C YKeHOU To-
POIIMBO YKJIa/IbIBAJIA BEIllH.
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— YTto 3T0 3HaunuT, UBaH? — CIIPOCWJI £ C YIUBJIEHUEM.

— Jla pa3Be BaM He U3BECTHO? — IEPECHPOCHUJ, B CBOIO
ouepesb, IMIBeHIap.

— A gTt0?

Ho ceparie y MeHs y2ke ymiaso.

— Bor, noxasyiite, y BOPOT IPDOUTHUTE.

A 6pocuscsa xk Boporam. Ha creHe moma ObLIO HaKjIeeHO
rpoMasiHoe OObSIBJIEHHE CJIEAYIONIETO COMEPIKAHMUS:

«JloBoauTCs 0 BCeoOIEero cBeZieHNs, YTO B HOUb ¢ 28 Ha
29 uioHA, B 1 4. 10 MuH. yTpa 1o IleTepOyprckoMmy BpeMeHH,
JIOJKHO TPOU30UTU CTOJIKHOBEHHE 3eMJIA C KOMETOM, Tiepece-
Kalolel ee MmyTh. V13 HaceJ€HHBIX MECTHOCTEU ITOJ[BEPTHYTCS
yzapy, riaBHbIM ob6pasoM, IlInurnbepreH, ceBepHas yactb CkaH-
JIMHABCKOTO ITOJIyOCTPOBA U 1obepeskbs besoro mopsi, borHu-
yeckoro u ®uHCcKoro 3auBoB. [10 OT3hIBY KOMIIETEHTHBIX JIHII,
omacarbcsi 00IIeld KaTacTpodbl /I BCETO 3€EMHOTO IIapa HeT
OCHOBAaHHUH; HO, BO BCAKOM CJIy4ae, JJIsl JKUTEJIed Ha3BaHHBIX
MECTHOCTEH | Jlarke OJIMKAUIIINM K HUM CTOJIKHOBEHHE TPO3UT
rubesnbio. IToaTomy Hacenenune @uunauanu u rybepuuii: C.-
ITerepOyprckoit, dernauackou, JIudaauackoi, Kypasaackoi,
Hogsropozckoii, I[IckoBckoit, KoBeHckoii, Busenckoit, I'poHeH-
ckoii, Munckoi, Moruiesckoir, CmosieHcko, TBepckoii, Bia-
numupckou, Hukeropoackoi, Koctpomckoii, fApociasckoi,
Bonoroackoit, OsoHenKkon, ApxaHreJIbCKo, BATCckoll U Bcex
[IpuBHUCIMHCKUX IpUTJIAIIAeTCs HEMEIJIEHHO BbhleXaTh Ha IOT;
Ipoe3] 0 KeJEe3HbIM JIoporaM B IIpefieyiaxX BhIIIe MOKa3aH-
HBIX TYyOepHUH C 22 cero WIOHA MO 28 BKJIIOYHUTEJIHHO Oec-
IUIaTHBIA. ['(pOMO3/1K1e Beln U KUBOTHBIE HA 0€3/1a TPUHU-
Matbcs He OyAyT.

JKutennm mpuMOPCKUX MECTHOCTEUW MPHUTJIAIIAIOTCA OCTa-
BUTH I€PeJl 29 UIOHA CBOU JKIJINIA, KOTOPBIM T'PO3UT OIlac-
HOCTb 3aTOIUIEHUS B MOMEHT yZapa, U yAAJIUThCS B BO3BBI-
IIIEHHBbIE MECTHOCTH. BcemM BoOOIIE B MOMEHT CTOJIKHOBEHUS
cyieyer ObITh BJIJIM OT CTPOEHUM, MOTYIIMX OOPYIITUTHCA.

O CKOpeWHIIIeM OIOBEIEHUU JKUTeIeH ePEeYNCIEHHBIX BbI-
e Ty0epHUH Yyepe3 MeCTHYIO a/IMUHHCTPAIUIO U IyTeM 00bsI-
BJICHUU B Ta3eTax MPUHATHI MEPHI».
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Tak BOT UTO 3HAYUT OE3JTI0/Ibe B IIpaBJeHUH! A MBI-TO, IIPH-
JeKHbIe!

IIpouts 3To 00BABIEHHE, 51, KOHEUHO, ToMuasicsa kK HuHe, u
Mbl HEMEJIJIEHHO OTIPaBUJINCH B JIeCHOU HNPUTOTOBUTHCA K
orbe3ny. CerojiHs BblexaTh OBLJIO TPYAHO: HEOOXOUMO OBLIO
cobpaTh KoH-4TO OoJiee IeHHOe U He TPOMO3/IKO€e; a IMPUTOM
CETO/IHS, BEPOATHO, U He T00bEeIIbCs K BOK3asaM. [lo3ToMy Mbl
YCJIOBHJIMICh €XaTh 3aBTPa YTPOM, a BCTpedy HazHauwin y Hu-
KOJIAEBCKOT'O BOK3aJIa.

HwuHa mpu 3TOM BCIUIaKHYJIA €llle CBEPX, TaK CKa3aThb, a00-
HEMEHTa, TaK KaK HaM MPUXOJUJIOCh eXaTh BMECTE JIUIIb JI0
MocKBBI, a Jiajiee HAIK IyTU Pa3/AesIsjIiCch: el ¢ POHBIMH Ha
Pazanp, MmHe Ha Kypck.

IToToM OHA 03KECTOUMIIACH:

— 1 Bce, Bce BpeMs ¢ ToO0# Oyay. CkaxKy UM, YTO ThI — MOE€
Ha4YaJIbCTBO.

IToxymaB HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/I, OHA JI00aBUIa:

— U Bupsimp HayasibeTBO! UTO OBI THI HU CKa3aJl, sl BCe ObI
cnesnana!

Ho uto s Mor et ckazaTh? He moexaTh K POJIHBIM, pa3op-
BaTh ¢ HUMH OBLJIO BBIIIIE MOMX CHJI; 4 BE3TH ee ¢ coO0H OBLIO
coBceM HecypasHoe zies10. Ho cyapba pacrnopsauiach mo- cBoe-
My.

U kak s MoToM cozkasies 06 OTCpoUKe Bbie3/ia!

XVI

MeHs1 0COOEHHO yJIMBUJIO TO OOCTOSITEIBCTBO, UTO (DU3UO-
HOMHs TOpOJia MOYTH He M3MEHWIach; Ha BhIOOpPrcKo#l cTo-
poHe aaxe ¢pabpuku eme paborasmu. Konka B JlecHo# ere x0-
JIWJIa; Pa3rOBOPUBIIIUCH C KOHAYKTOPOM, 51 y3HaJI, YTO OHU KOH-
YaroT CerofHs B 12 Yac. JIHA, 3aT€M OTIPABATCA B JIETIO IOJTY-
YJaTh JKaJ0BaHbe, a 3aTeM 10 JoMaM. M oH, mpejcTaBbTe cebe,
OBLI KaK Oy/ATO JIOBOJIEH ATUM!

Jla, HUKaKuX MpU3HAKOB 0COOEHHOU MAaHUKU 5 HEe 3aMEeTUII:
my0OJinKa Ha KOHKe OblyIa B yTHETEHHBIX YyBCTBAX, IPOX0KHUE
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CHeNIa Kak Oy/iTo 60sbie 00bIKHOBEHHOTO. BOT 1 Bee! Besble
JICTBHI TI€YAJIBHOTO O0BABJIEHH OBLIN PACKJIEEHBI BCIOAY, U S
TOJIBKO YAUBJIAJICS, KaK 9TO HE 00paTHJI HA HUX BHUMaHUSA
panbiie. Ho Hapoia Bo3Jie HUX ITOYTH He ObLIO.

ITogbexaB Kk pazbe3y y HeHnuioTckoro mepeysika, Mbl czie-
JIAJIUCh CBUJIETEJISIMU UHTEPECHOU CIIEHKH: U3 JIBEPEN TPAKTH-
pa BBIOPOCHIIH KOIIIKY, €€ CTaJIO PBaTh; Uepe3 CEKYH/Y OTTy/ia
K€ BBLJIETEJI, BEPOATHO, IIPU IIOCTOPOHHEM COIENCTBUU, IIhs-
HEHbKUH, OCTAHOBWJICS HA IAHEJIH, MIOKAYaJICs, IIOCMOTPENT Ha
KOIIIKY U BJIPYT 320paJI:

— T'oponoBoii, Bo3bMu ee B yuactok! He Buzumn passe? VY,
CBUHbBA!

U Tyt ero Toxke BhIpBas10. ONPaBUBIINCH U BU/IS, UTO TOE3]]
TPOTAeTCsA, OH HEBEPHBIMH IIIaraMu Mo0eKayl K BarOHy U CTasl
kapabkaTbcs Ha IIomaAKy. KOHAYKTOpP, CTPOTHUI 3aKOHHUK,
CHayaJsia MpeJIoKII eMy yJIAJIUThCA, HO TIOTOM, OJ1aroiapst Ha-
IIIeMY TPEICTATETLCTBY, OCTABIJI €70 B IIOKOE, TOTPEOOBAB JIUIIIb,
4TOOBI OH cesl. Ho mbsiHEHbKUH YIIOPHO MOJTYAJI U HU 32 UYTO HE
XOTeJI CaJIUThCS, XOTSA Ha HOTaX Jiep:Kajics CKBepHO. Tak kak oH
K TOMY >Ke He XOTeJI WJIU He MOT YIUIATUTh 6 KOII., TO KOH/YK-
tTop y babypuna nepeysika cTas «IIpOCHTH ero 4ecTbio». [IbsHe-
HBKHU — HUYETO, cJe3 0e3 BCAKUX MPEnUpaTeIbCTB U OCTaHO-
BHJICA TIOCPEAU YJIUIBI; MHMO HETO IIPOIIeJ MEePBBIN Baro,
BTOPOW; TOT/Ia IbTHEHbKUH, XJIOITHYB ce0s pyKaMH 1o Oesipam,
TIO/THSUT HEJTOYMEBAIOIIe TIIEYH U ITPOTIEIHIL:

— Cka-a-xu-re!

HemHoro maspIiie Ha Kpaio TPOTyapa CTOSLI, O3KUasi yXoaa
moe3/1a, MaJICHbKUH MaJIbuyTallika JieT 3-4; Ha JIUIEe ero ObLIo
HAIIMICAHO CO3HAHUE BaXKHOCTH BO3JIOKEHHOU Ha HETO 3aJIa4u:
eMy OBLJIO IIOpYyYeHO IPUHECTH MOJIOKA B YallHUKe, U OH BIIe-
MAJICS B HETO 00eMU pydyoHKaMu. [IbsTHEHbKUI ITOCMOTPEN U
Ha HEro, C/IeJIajl eMy PYYKOU U MOIUIBLI MPSMO HO MOCTOBOH,
HO TakK, Kak OyATo 3To ObLIa masyda KopabJsist BO BpEMs CHJIb-
HelIen Oypu.

A cmoTpen Ha Bce 3TO, a cep/ille y MeHs HBLJIO IIPUMBICTH
00 yJacTu, 0KU/IAI0IIel, BEPOSITHO, U IMbTHEHBKOTO, U MaJlh-
YyTaIIKy, 1 MEeH.
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BosBpamasce 10Mo1, A mpex/ie Bcero orupasuiics K Ilere,
HO He 3aCTajl HUKOTO JIOMa, XOTs KBapTHpa Obljla OTBOPEHA.
ITpuns k cebe, 51 y3HAI, YTO OHU Bce yexanu Ha HukosraeBckuit
BOK3aJI U Ipeaynpenunu Bacuiucy, 4To6bl OHA IOCOBETOBAJIA
U MHe HeMeJJIeHHO exaTh TyZa. Bacuiuca TOJIBKO 32 TeM U
cuziesia IoMa, Tak Kak y Hee Bce YK ObL7I0 roTOBO. f oTIycTUIIb
ee B JIOPOTY, a caM CTaJI YKJIJ/[bIBAThCH.

Pazbupas cBou Oymaru, s HATKHYJICS Ha CBS3KY CTApbIX ITH-
ceM. boke MO, CKOJTbKO BOCTIOMUHAHUH HAaXJIBIHYJIO HA MeHs!
Kak BoauTCA B TAKUX CIIy4asx, [ cesl B KPecao U 3a[yMaJICH.

IIpoMenbKHYI0 B MO€N IaMATH Becesioe, 3aJI0PHOe JINUH-
KO, Kak ObI roBopsmiee: «Hy-ka, KTO mocMeeT MeHs 3a/1eTh? »
OHO OCBETHJIO HEKOTZIJa MUHYTY MO€M KU3HU U 3aTEM BBIIILIO
3aMy’K 3a aKI[U3HOTO Haj/i3uparTead. [IpoMenbKHYI0 U CKPBI-
JIOCh TaK K€ CKOPO, KaK CKOPO OBbLIO 3a0BITO.

BcnoMHMIIOCH U Apyroe JIMYUKO, OjieHOe, YMHOE, HE TO,
YTOOBI OUeHb KPACHBOE, HO YEPTOBCKU CUMIATUYHOE... Hy, TyT
JIeJI0 TAHYJIOCh 100OosIbIIe. BCIOMHIIIOCH €1lle MHOTO€, K YeMY
y2Ke He Bo3BpaTa. Bot u einie, u emfe... Ah, si la jeunesse sa-
vait!..

Ho kak ApKH U KU3HEHHBI ObUIN TOT/Ia KPACKU U KaK OHU
6Js1e1HBI TeTepsh!

Ja, BpeMs 6e33KaJIOCTHO PACIOPSKAETCA C JTIOACKUM ITPOIII-
J6IM. BosTHA ero ucmoziBOJIb CMBIBAET ObLIIbIE BIIEUATIEHUS U
BKYCBI, 3aTe€M II0JIETOHBKY MOAOUpAeTcs K caMuM (akTam U Ma-
JIo-TIoMaJty morpebaeT B Iy4nHe CBOEH U JIIOJICKUE JIeTHUA, U
JIIOJICKUEe HaJIeXK/bl, U CAMUX JIIO/IeH.

MHe cziesanoch Tak TOCKJIMBO, TOCKJINBO. M, kak Hapo4HoO,
HU OJTHOTO Becesioro BocnoMuHanus! U ectb OHH, J]a He IIpU-
X0AAT Ha yM! D10 y>kacHO! ATak NOrubOHeIb ¢ TOCKU!

J1ns pa3piieueHud A NOIIeJ I'yJIATb.

Brriiaa va Bospuryio Criacekyto, s noiest mo gopore B My-
puHO U, mpoiiaa ['paxkianky, Beimies B nose. IlycTeiHHAA /10-
pora u macMmypHasi, X0J0/lHAasA TOT0/Ia HUCKOJIBKO HE CIoco0-
CTBOBAJIU paccesiHUI0 Moer Tocku. Cepoe, cepoe HEOO Oe3 Ma-
JIeUIIIero MpocBeTa; BHICYIIEHHAs COJIHIIEM M MOKPBITAsA MBUIBIO
TpaBa JlaBajia TaKOH Ke Cepbhlil KOJIOPUT YXOAAIIEH B J1aJib
0/THOOOpA3HOU paBHUHE; JIa’Ke JIEPEBhSI TOUHO MOCEPEJTH.
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ITo Hanpassienwuto k IleTepOypry 11a mapa: cTapuk U CTa-
pyxa; ob6a cepble, COTHYBIIIHECs, 00a ¢ MOPIUHUCTHIMH JIUIIA-
MM, 00a ¢ majKaMH; TOJIbKO CTapUK Ka3aJics MOBBIIIE J]a YyTO-
YKy IOKHUBee, JIUIO Ke CTapyXU BBHIPAXKAJIO OJHO TyIoe Oe3-
pasnuuue.

Mumo MeHs k MypuHO npoexas KaKOU-TO, C BUY TOPIo-
Bell. CTapuk obpaTuics K HeMy:

— TlomITeHHBIH, a, IOIITEHHBIH!

— Yero Tebe, AeaynIka? — MPUOCTAHOBUII TOT JIOIIA/Ib.

— XoueM MBI TeOsI CIIPOCUTD; CKA3bIBAIOT, IJIAHU/IA €CTh Ha
HeOe, 3HaMeHNe ITI0Ka3bIBaeT.

— Kakoe tam 3Hamenue! IIpsamo nmorubars Oyzem.

Toproger, Bumimo, pasapakeH. CTapuuoK B HEJIOYMEHUU:

— Kak ke moru6arp-to?

— Jla Tak ke: IPUTHUCHET TeOSA STOU caMOll KOMETOH, U JyX
BOH. B Heli-To, B IITyKe B 3TOU, MOKET, MUJJIUOH ITy/I0B Oy/IeT.
OpniHO €J10BO, CBETOIIpECTaBJIeHHE.

Mosryanmne. CTapuk moskeBaj rybamu.

— Crpamnsiil cyz, 3HaunTh. Ax-ax-ax! Bce 3a rpexu Ha-
IIH.

— To-To y Hac Kypulla IeTyxoM 3aliesia, — BHE3AIIHO IIPO-
maMkasia crapyxa. — ['oBopuia, He K 100py.

U 3amosuasia, Tymo ycrassich nepen co6oii. Ho crapudox
ele He YCIIOKOWJICA:

— Jla xto ckazas-To Tede?

— Kro ckazas, KTo ckazan? YueHble JIIO/IU TOBOPAT, KOTO-
pBIe 3HAIOT. B roposie 00bsABIeHNS BhIBENIEHBI. /]a BBI-TO, CTa-
PHUYKH, Yero 00ecrokomwicy? Bam u 6e3 KOMETHI CeroiHs-3aBT-
pa zasathb OTBeT bory.

Crapuk OpoIyCTUI MUMO yIIIel KeCTOKOe 3aMevYaHue TOp-
roBIla, HO TOT ¥ CaM CHOXBATHUJICA U IOCTapascs 3arjauTh
MIPOCTYTIOK:

— A BIIpoyeM, KOJIM XOTUTE yeXaTh, TAK HAYIBCTBO JapOM
IoBe3eT 110 YyryHke B MockBy siu, B Bapmasy jiu.

Crapuk Bce keBaJs TybaMu, a crapyxa BCe TaK Ke TYIIO TJIs-
JleJia mepez co0oH.

— Hy, mue Henocyr. [Ipomaiite, crapuuku!

Toprosery XJ1€CTHYJI JIOIIA/Ih U IIOKATHUJI AAJIbIIIE.
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ITocTosiu cTapuukH, eine 60JIbIlle KaK OyATO COTHYJIUCH,
IIOTOM ITOBEPHYJIMCh U TIOOpEN Yepe3 IoJjie, 3aAyMIUBO O0p-
Moua:

— IIpumia nopa boxps!

U miesecT Ux 1MI1aroB MO BHICOXINEH TpaBe CJIOBHO MOJIIIEN-
TBIBAJI UM

— IIpununa, mpumial

A mouyBCTBOBAJI, YTO IO TOPJIO CHIT YAOBOJIBCTBUEM, UCITHI-
TaHHBIM OT IPOTYJIKHA, U OTIPABWICA Hazajz. MUHYTHI depes
JIBE s OTJIAHYJICS W TIPOBOAWJI TJIa3aMH CTAPHUKOB; W ellle Te-
yaibHEe TTOKa3aJINCh MHE Ha cepoM (OHe I10JIS OTH JBE CepbhIe
’ke QUTYPBI, MEIJIEHHO TIETYIIIUECS, TOHYPUB TOJIOBBI.

IIpobuy:kaaB HEKOTOPOE BPEMsI OKOJIO JIauH, T7ie kua Hu-
Ha, HO 0e3 ’KeJIJaHHOTO Pe3yJIbTaTa, s HallpaBUJICs JIOMOH.

IIpoxoas mo BosoTHOI Yepes JIECOK, s YBUJIE IIEAIIYI0
MHEe HaBCTPEYy CTapyIIKy B CTAPOMOJHOM cajione U ¢ OOJIbI-
IITUM KOBPOBBIM PUJIMKIOJIEM B PyKaX; OHa, OUEBUIHO, HECTIA C
coboH 1 Ha cebe Bce cBOe JocToAHUeE. Jlajiekrie BOCIOMUHAHUS
IOHOCTH, CBOeoOpa3Has TOCKAa 10 POJUHE OXBATUJIU MEHS.
CKOJIBKO pas B JIETCTBE 5 BUJIAJI TAKUX CTAPYIIIEK U B TAKUX Ca-
JIOTIaX, ¥ C TAaKUMU K€ ByaJIsIMHU Ha JIUIlE, M BCET/Ia OHU Ka3a-
JINCh MHE He YeM WHBIM, KaK TOJIPKO CTapYIIKaMH; a Teleph
MHE II0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO MEPE0 MHOIO — PEJIUKBUS ITPOIILJIOTO,
MaMATHUK OJHOU W3 CcTauil Moero pasButus. M cpaeianoch
MHE TaK T'PyCTHO, TaK TPyCTHO, Kak Oy/iTo B oOpa3e 3TOH CTa-
PYIIKY 51 YBH/IEJI CaMOTO ceOsl.

I'me BBI, 30JI0TBIE CHBI MOEH IOHOCTH, I'Zle 00OJIbCTUTEIIh-
HbIe MEYTHI U IMPOKUE IJIAaHBI IEPBOKYPCHUKA-CTy/IleHTa? Mu-
HYJIO TOJIBKO TISATHAIATH JIET, @ MHE Ka)KeTcs, Oy/ITO MATHAI-
[IaTh BEKOB CTOAT MeKy Hamu. boske moi, boxke mMo#i, rae ta
HaWBHAs Bepa cepjilia BO BCEMOTYIECTBO IIPaB/Abl, B HEIIPe-
000pPUMYIO CHJIY XOPOIIIUX CJI0B U Teopui? Bee mporo, Bce
pasJIeTeNI0Ch, KaK JAbIM, OCTAaBUB TOPbKUI OCAJI0K pa3odyapoBa-
HUS U TUXOU rpyctd. /[a ¥ MOTy i1 5 Temepsh, 4yepes 15 JIeT,
OCTaBHB B CTOPOHE JINYHbIE CUMIIATUH U aHTUIIATHH, KaTero-
PUYECKH CUHUTATh UTO-JIU0O0 XOPOIIUM WJIH AypHBIM? ['me s
HaWAy JJIsi 9TOTO OCHOBAHUSA, IOCTATOYHO BECKHUE JJisl BCeX?
HaxkoHerl, ¥ ¢ Moel HbIHEITHEH TOYKU 3PEHHA... AX, XOPOIIHe
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JIIOAY — He TaK XOPOIIH, a AypHble — He TaK JYPHBI, KaK Ka-
3ajIoch B 20 JieT! MBI y3HaJIM 3aKOH CBETOTEHHU, pesbedbl
criaunck, Kapsist Moops! okasanuch Pomdopamu uinu jop-
namu Po3beppu, @paniibl Moopsl IpeBpaTUINCh B JUCKOHTe-
POB. a AMaTUH... 3, JIy4Ile He OyZieM rOBOPUTh 00 AMaTHAX.

Ot rops s 3ajier caTh B 8 4acoB Beuepa U CIIal He TaK, YTO-
OBl OUEHb IJIOXO.

XVII

Cnenyromuii leHb ObLT IEHD CIOPIIPU30B U IPUTOM CIOPII-
PU30B HENPHUATHBIX: BIPOYEM, CIOPIIPU3aMHU HX Ha3BaThb HEJb-
351, 10O Bce JIETKO OBLIIO TPEBUIETD.

[Ipexxze Bcero, s HUKAK HE MOT JIO’KJaThCsl KOHKH, TIOKa He
BCIIOMHHJI BUEPAIITHETO PAa3roBopa ¢ KOHIYKTOPOM U HE cO00-
pasuiI, 9YTo A He JOXKAYCh 3/1eCh KOHKH YKe HUKoraa. Torma s
OTHpaBWICS K YaCOBHE, IMUTAasi CMyTHYI0 HaZEXK/Iy, UTO HAUIy
TaM H3BO34HKa. VX, OHAKO, TOe He ObLJIO, UTO SBJISJIOCH
BIIOJTHE JIOTUYHBIM (haKTOM.

[IpuxoauI0oCh UATH MENIKOM; 3TO HE OUYEHb 3aTPYAHUIIO
OBl MeHsI, ecJI He ObLJIO CO MHOIO JIOBOJIBHO YBECHCTOTO Ue-
Mostanumnka. K moeit pagoctu, ¢ bospmoi Cnacckoi mokasa-
Jlach TeJIe’KKa, B KOTOPOH CHUJIesIM MYKHK U 6aba ¢ pebeHKOM
Ha pyKax; B TeJjieskKe ObLIa pa3Hasi KJIaJ(b: Y3JIbl C IJIAThEM,
MOJTyIIIKH, caMOBap, JAa)ke yxBaThl. baba Bce BCXIUMIbIBAJIA U
yTHpasia pyKaBOM CJIE3bI.

— He nmoxBesere i1 MeHs?

— A BaM Ky/1a? — CIIPOCHJT MYKHUK.

— Ha HuxoJsiaeBCcKH# BOK3aJl.

— Mo2xHO, MBI CAaMU TyZA €EM.

— A gTO BO3bMeETE?

— Jla pyOJIHK TIOJIOKBTE Y2K: JIOIIAJIKe-TO TPYAHO Oy/IeT.

— Hy, nagHo.

A cen psagom c 6aboii, yeMOJaH IIOJIOKHJI Ha KOJIEHU
(bospire HEKyZa OBLUIO JETH), ¥ MBI MMOTPACIUCH BHU3 10 Ma-
jo# Criacckom.
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JloexaB /10 MHCTHUTYTCKOTO IapKa, MYXXHK OOpaTHICSd KO
MHe:

— Yro, 6apuH, ye3kaeTe oTcro/ia?

— KonHeuHoO; Befpb HecslaaAKo OyzeT, ecau IPUXJIOMHET
CBEpXY, KaK TapaKaHa.

— Bon u mbl cobpanuck. I'oppko 66110 7O6pPO cBOE Gpo-
caThb, Hy, /1a KU3HB JIOpOXKe. A eCTb, KOTOpbIe He XOTAT eXaTb.

— Heyxro? ITouemy xe?

— A He BepAT; He0OOPa30BAHHOCTH, /Ia U HA MUJIOCTH Bo-
JKUIO0 YIIOBAIOT; 2 KOTOPbI€ TaK TOBOPAT: KOJU OBITH CBETO-
IIpecTaBjIeHUIO, TaK U B MOCKBe IPUCTUTHET.

— Hy, HanpacHO: BO-NIEPBBIX, 9TO U He IpecTaBjeHue, a
IIPOCTO KOMeTa; IIPUTOM YU€eHbIE TOBOPST, YTO TOJIBKO Y HaC Jia
B OUHIAHINU HeJIb3s OCTaBaThCA; a 3a MOCKBOU, moxKaIyH,
Bce 0001i/ieTcs 6J1aronoJIyIHoO.

— BoT u A Tak roBOpIO; y4eHble JI0/1U, aCTPOHOMBI, OHU
3HAIOT, Ha/l TeM IIOCTaBJIEHBI; MpeJicKaKyT 3aTMeHue CoJHIa
win JIyHbl, Hy U B Ty CaMyl0 MUHYTY, KaK CKa3aHO. BoH u el
TOBOPIO.

OH kuBHYJ Ha 6a0y.

— Kosn 6 cnactuch HUKaK HeJIb3A ObLIO, TAK HAYAIbCTBO U
He IIPUKa3bIBAJIO OBI ye3:KaTb. A TO, BUIIIb ThI, IAPOM ellle I0-
Be3yT.

— Hy, a ona uyto?

— A oHa Bce peBeT.

U oH ¢ cepaeM xyecTHy yioma k. baba ere mye 3apese-
J1a ¥ obpaTtuiiach KO MHe, IIeEpeMeIINBas CJI0BA C PhIIAHUAMU:

— A KakoBO paccraBaThcsa-To! CPOACTBEHHUIKOB BeeX O6po-
CHJIH, MOTWIKU poaHble! A uTo 106pa-To, 106pa: uzba, Kopo-
Bymiku! Bece BeZib TIOTOM-KPOBBIO HAXKUTO.

My>KUK KUBO O0€pHYJICA:

— Hy, Bot u Bce Tak nummselIT. [lypa! MHe-To 4TO K, jierye,
aymaems? Ja BeAb KOJIM KUBBI, 3J0POBBI Oy/ieM, Tak U elfe
Ha)KUBEM. A KOJI OT TeOsI TOJIBKO MOKPO OCTaHETCH, TYT YK
HUKAKOTO cpeAcTBUs. KU3HB-TO, OHA 10pPOKe 130bI!

OH nmoMosTuajl ¢ MUHYTY.

— HacueT MoOruiox, 5To OHa COBCEM IIyCTOE TOBOPUT. A UTO
KacaTeJIbHO CPOJICTBEHHUKOB, TaK KTO UM He BesauT? CkasaHo,
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JlapoM TIOBE3YT: yINPau TOJIbKO. J-3X, Ayobe!

My>KHMK SHEPTUYHO IUTIOHYJI M OIISATh XJIECTHYJI JIOIIA b, KO-
TOpasi, 3aMHTEPECOBABIIIICH HAIIMM Pa3roBOPOM, CTaja YK HJI-
TH 1aroM. Yepes HECKOJIBKO MUHYT MYKHK OISATh 0OEpHYJICS
KO MHe:

— Hy, osnoxumM, Tak: JeTUT OHA HA HAC. A TOJIBKO BOT Ye-
ro 51 B TOJIK HE BO3bMY, KaKasi OHa, 3Ta KoMmeTa? KamMeHb, 4TO
au’?

— Hajo mosiarats, — OTBeYasI 51, — 4TO 3Ta KOMETa BPO/ie
kucesisi. OOBIKHOBEHHO KOMETHI COCTOSIT M3 ra3a, BOT KakK Iap,
YTO JIM. A 3Ta MOIIIEHHHIIA TOPa30 MOIIOTHEE.

— Yero x ee 60ATHCA, KOJIM OHA — KUCEJTh?

— A Kak BBI J[lyMaeTe, eCJIU TaKOH KyCOK KHCeJIS, BEJTUYHU-
HOM, IIPUMEPHO, ¢ TYOEpHUIO, IIJIEITHETCA 03€Mb, MOKET JIH
YTO OCTaThCs B meaocTu? Jlaxke BO3AyX, Ha UTO YK JIETKas
Belllb, a CUJIbHBIA BETEp KPHIIIH JIOMAET, JIEPEBbSI ¢ KOPHEM
PBeT,; a KOMeTa ropas/io TyIlle /ia U JIETUT B JeCATh pa3 ObICT-
pee caMoro CHJIBHOTO BeTpa.

Haxe 6aba, mputuxias ObLIO, IOHsIA, KAYKETCsI, MOe 00bsIC-
HeHUe, n0O0 BJIPYT KaK 3ar0JIOCUT OIATh. MY»KHK TOJIPKO YTPIO-
MO TTOHYPHJICH,

Tyt mbI Bblexanu Ha Bospmoit CaMIICOHMEBCUH MTPOCHEKT.
31ech OBLIIO OJKUBJIEHHE: eXasld, ILJIM, Oekaju U Bce 10 Hall-
paBJIeHHI0 K ropoay. Yem Oymke K TOPOAY, TEM TYIIle CTaHO-
BIWICS TIOTOK JIIO/IEH, a Ha AJIEKCAaH[POBCKOM MOCTY €XaTh IpHU-
IIJIOCHh COBCEM IIIaroM, TO U JI€JI0 OCTAHABJINBASICH.

B Tosime pasmaBanuch phIIaHUSA, TETCKUH IJ1ad; KOTO-TO
MIPUTHCHYJIU, U OH 3arubaJl TpexaTakHble cJloBa. MHOTHeE J1aB-
KH CTOSLIU OTKPBITBIMH, HO He ObLIO HU TOKyIIaTesIeH, HU ke
MIPO/IABIOB. Bripoyem, HbIe, Kajtest IPOIaIaBIIEero JapoM 100-
pa, 3aberasiu B Mara3uHbl U IIPOHAZAaIA TaM HAJI0JITO, PYTHe
BBIXO/IWJIH Y?Ke C Y3JIaMU TOBapa, KyIUIEHHOTO, OYEBUIHO, C pac-
IUTaTON Ha TOM cBeTe. HO OOJIBIITMHCTBO 0O€3y4acTHO OTHOCH-
JINCh K BOBMOKHOCTH TIOII0JIb30BAThCSA: MPU3PAK OJIU3KOU CMep-
TH OTTOHsJI BCe MEPKAHTHJIbHBIE TTOOYKEHUs; ]a U HAJI0 ObI-
JIO TOPOITUTHCS.

[IpubnusuBmuch K HeBckoMy, HaIll 3KUBOH ITOTOK OBLIT 3a-
Jep:kaH. Bea mpaBas cropona HeBckoro Oblia 3aHsTa JIJIMH-
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HeHImmM 00030M: Be3JIH JIeHbI'M U3 [ocyZilapcTBEeHHOTO OaHKa.
JluHua Tesier pactsHysach OT HuKoIaeBCKOro BOK3asIa JIaIeKo
3a AHMUYKOB MocT. Tskeso cTydya Ha pesbcax, TAHyJIach Tejaera
3a TeJIerod, a ps/0M yTPIOMO U COCPeZJOTOYEHHO Iarajau coJl-
JlaThl ¢ PY>KbsAIMH, KOHBOMpOBasIue 0603. Ha Biaaumupckyio
HUKOTO He ITyCKaJIu JI0 ITpoxozia 0603a. I1o seBoit cropone Hes-
CKOTO TAHYJICA TaKOU JKe IOTOK, KaK U Halll.

Haxkonen 0603 npomures. CTpys jitoielt pasusach 0 BCeMy
Hesckomy. Koii-kak, MaJileHbKUMH YaCTAMH U HAIIl IOTOK CTaJI
MIO/IBUTAThCA: YaCTh Bpe3asach BO BiaguMmupckyto, mepepesas
CTPYIO HapoAa, ABHUTaBIIerocs Ho HeBckoMy, yacTp HampaBH-
Jlach HaJIeBO, K 3HAMEHbBIO.

MaJsio-rmomMasty Mbl JIOCTUTAaEM BOK3aJ1a; HO CKOJIBKO-HUOY/Tb
NpubJIN3UTHCSA K HEMY HEUYero W JyMaTbh: BCA 3HAMeEHCKas
IUTOIIA/b, BCEe MPUJIETAOINE K HEH YJIUIBI 3aJTUTHl HAPO/IOM;
Macca TeJier, KapeT, IPOJIeTOK, F0JI0B, KOHCKUX MOP/, Y3JI0B,
CYH/IYKOB, Y4EMO/IQHOB.

Tenepp 1 Halla peka 3amnpyKeHa; pAJ 32 PAIOM IPUMBI-
KaeT K 00pa3oBaBIIIelics paHee TOJIIe, HApO/l 3aJIUBAET BCE MPO-
CTPAHCTBO, U 5 BUXKY, YTO CKOPO HeJIb3s Oy/leT HU MpoexaTh, HU
Jlaske mpouTh. YTo ke ocTaercs?

— Hy uro 2, 00602k/1eM, — TOBOPUT MOI BO3HHIIQ, TOYHO B
OTBET Ha MOU MBICJIEHHBIH BOIIPOC.

O6oxaem! Jla u menarh 6osblire Heuero. Ho kak MHe Haii-
T B 3TOH Tosme HuHy? MBI B HAUBHOCTU CBOEH YCJIOBHJIHUCH,
YTO BCTPETUMCH y BOK3aJla, HUCKOJIBKO He 0XKK/lasi, 4YTO BCTpe-
THUM TaM JII/ICKOe MOpe.

B Tosnmne uayT pasroBopsl. BOJIBIINHCTBO YyTHETEHO, HO CJIbI-
maTcs U MIyTouku. KTo-To 3amacess «Mep3aBUYMKOM», «pas/ia-
BHIJI» €T0 U, YTUPAs yChbl, 3aMeYaerT:

— A auuero! Ilepe cBeTompecTaBjieHUEM BO/IKA ellle BKYC-
Hee KaKeT. BOT TOJIBKO 3aKyCUTh HEUEM.

Papowm 3anporecroBanu:

— Oxkcrucs, oparerr!

— JlagHo, 1 6e3 3akycku xopoio! V1 mpuzaer ke B TOJIOBY
yestoBeky! Besjie mau, cMATEeHHE JIyIIH, a OH 32 BOJAKY!

ToBOopUBIINIA JTa’Ke CILTIOHYI.
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— Yro K, M0-TBOEMY, ZlesiaTh? Bce paBHO mOMpeM: BOCTPO-
JIOMBI TOBOPSIT. A C BOJIKOM-TO OHO CJIaIle.

Crplla Takue cj10Ba, MOU cocest 3aB3/bIXaT:

— T'ocnogn oMy, I'ocrioy momutyi, I'ocrogy momu-
syi!

[MuBmu BoAKy 00epHYJICA K HEMY:

— Yro, A1, aJib MHOTO Harpemusa, 4To TaK 0 MUJIOCTH
Boskueit obecriokomcs?

— AX, TpPelnTHbl MbI, BCEM TPENIHBI: U JYXOM, U IUIOTHIO, U
BCSAKHU Yac, BCAKYIO, MOJKHO CKa3aTh, CEKYH/y 110/100aeT Ham
MOJIUTH 0 MuJIocTH boxkmeti. CTpanrHplii-TO Cy/l HE 32 TOPaMHU.
A 13-3a TaKUX-TO, KaK ThI, 1 Hac ['ocnoap HE TOMUJITYET.

S B3MIAHYJI Ha cocefa: JIUIO MOCTHOE, Xy/AOIaBoe, HeM-
HOKKO OY/ITO C aCKETUYECKUM BBIpasKEHUEM, HO MTH/IZKAK U Kap-
Ty3 HOBBIE; Jla’ke OOPOJIKa aKKypaTHO IojcTprkeHa. OTKyma
ObI Tako¥ mporoBeAHUK. TeM He MeHee, ynoMuHaHue o Crpari-
HOM CyZle TIOJIEACTBOBAJIO JIa’Ke Ha TYJISAKY; OH IIPUMOJIK U TOJIb-
KO TIOCAIThIBAJI HOCOM.

— CosniaT-To ellle TPETHErO THS OTIPABUJIN, — CJBIIIAIOCH
B IpYTOH TpYIIIIE.

— CosmaTa 6epedb HAJIO: OH YEJI0BEK Ka3€HHBIM.

U Bapyr pacuuxascA:

— A, uxa! A, uxa! IIpppct! A, uxa! Ax Tbl, cAesaii MUJIOCTB,
YTO 3TO 32 HOC TaKOI!

IToToM, TIOKOJIOTUB HAJILIIEM IO HOCY, 3asBHJI C IpeayIpe-
JIUTETHHOCTBIO:

— Ho3szaps 3arynsana! Beptut B HOCy /1a U TOJBKO!

— A Ha Bok3asie-To! ['0BOpAT, BCAKHUI YTOJIOK, BCAKAs IIIe-
JIOUKA 3aHATHI.

— Emie 651! BoH oHa, kakas cuia, Hapoay-To!

Jla, cuna O6bIa HeoObIUAlHAA, U K HEH Bce NMPUWIHBAIH U
MIPWJINBAIA HOBble OaTtanboHbl. HakoHeln u HeBckuii, HACKOJIb-
KO MOKHO OBLJIO BU/IETH, IOKPBLIICS MOPEM TOJIOB.

Kax Obl TaM Hu OBLIO, a ecTh Bce-TakHu xouercsa. C coboit
HET HUYero, MMPOCUTh HEJIOBKO, J1a M Y Koro? Kakabii /y1st cebs
Oepexer. f Koli-Kak MpoOWJICA HAIPaBO K KOJIOACHOU, HaMe-
peBasiCh KyIuTh cebe 4ero-HuOy/Ib.
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Bxoxky Tynma. ToBapa ocTasiock COBCEM MaJiO; HO ellle KOH-
KaKue KyCKH BLJIUCH. fl 3aXBaTH/I UX TOOOJIBIIE U XOTEJT 3a-
TeM PacIJIaTUThCS, HO, HECMOTPS Ha caMble ycep/iHble ITIOUCKH,
He HallleJl HUKOTO, KTO OBl B35JI OT MeHH JIeHbI'M; B 3a/iHeH
KOMHaTe OKa3aJach TOJIbKO KOIIIKA, KOTopas IoueMy-TO Kajio0-
HO 3aMfAyKajia U Hauvaja TepeThCcsA y MOUX HOT. besgHoe xu-
BoTHOe! OHO BHIEJI0, UTO NMIPOUCXOJAUT HEUTO HEOOBIYHOE, U
MHCTUHKTHUBHO TPEBOKUJIOCH.

Uraxk, s1 He HaIlleJl HUKOTO U3 X035€B, HO HallleJI OTPOMHBIH
KYCOK 4epCTBOro xyieba, KOTOphIi ObUT MHE O4eHb KcTaTu. [1o-
3aBTPAKaB TYT K€ U 3aBEPHYB CBOUM OCTAIbHBIE, CKAXKEM, ITPU-
obpeTteHus B Oymary, s BbIIIesa Ha yauiy. Kak pa3 B aTo Bpems
MIPOM30IIJIA ITOJIBUKKA HApPO/a, U S BMeECTe C TeUeHHeM ObLI
BbIHEeCeH Ha JIUTOBKY.

Tak mOJIETOHBKY IOJBUTAaeMCsI Mbl K BOK3aJIy U HAaKOHEII,
IIocJjle TOJIYHOUHM MBI YK€ B BOK3asle U Jlake Ha Iiatgopme.
TecHoOTa, /IEHCTBUTETLHO, HEBEPOATHASA: HET MecTa U OyJIaBKe.
Bropouewm, Het, 310 Hempas/a: /i OyJIaBKH HANLIOCh OB Mec-
TO, HO PyKaM OBLIO COBCEM IJIOXO: HAIIPUMED, YTOOBI BBICMOP-
KaThCA, IPUXOAUIOCH TPOU3BECTHU I€JIBIN PAJ, COBEPIIEHHO
HeOOBIYHBIX /IJIS JAHHOU OIlepaIliy TeJIOABIKEHUM: cHavaia
MIOIIEBEJIUTH IJIEYaMU U JIa’Ke BCEM KOPILYCOM, YTOOBI IIPOCY-
HYTh PYKY B KapMaH 3a IIJIATKOM, a 3aTeM, IIPOJ0JIKas IIeBe-
JIUTBHCS, BBITAHYTh 3Ty PYKY Hapy»Ky TaKUM JIBIKEHUEM, KaKUM
BBITACKUBAEIIh U3 TOPJIBIIIKA OYTHUIKH YIIOPHO CUZSAIILYIO TaM
npobky. Ho 1 mocsie npeoiosieHns TakKuX IPENATCTBUN BOBCE
He yCTPaHAJIach OIaCHOCTb, YTO BBICMOPKAeEIIbes Ha CBOe ILIa-
ThE WIH B IIEYO coceAly. VI, cBepX TOro, KpyroM HeoZ00pUTesb-
Hble BO3TJIaChl IOTPEBOKEHHBIX BAIUMU TEJIOJBUKEHUAMU
cocefen:

— Kakas 5T0 CBUHBS TaM yenieTcs?

— Bp1, 6apsIiHbKa, MPUTTIAABIBANTE 32 KapMaHOM-TO! OH y
BaC BOH KaK OTTONBIPUJICA. My/IDEHO JIU 3aJ1€3Th XKYJIUKY!

— HeyXT0 K IeHbI'Y TaM JIepKUTE?

— AX, Hert, HeT! DTO TaK, MeJIOYH, IyCTAKH Pa3HbIe, — rO-
BOPHUT CKOHQYKEHHO OapbIHbKa U HAYHMHAET TOXKE IIIEBEJIUTHCS
U BBITPY’KaTh UTO-TO U3 33/THETO KApMaHa ILJIAThSI.
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MHe 6pocaeTcs B IJ1a3a HEYTO OYEHb MOX0Kee Ha PyTiIsap
JUISL IParoIleHHOCTeM, a 3aTeM sI XOPOIIO PasIJIA/iesa Tyro Ha-
ourtoe mmoptMoHe. IIycTsKU pasHble CKPHIBAIOTCA B PUAUKIOJE,
U BCe YCIIOKaNBaeTCs.

Ho ecsim m10x0 61710 HaM, 3/I0POBBIM JIIOSAM, TO KAaKOBO
6eHOMY YaXOTOYHOMY, CTOSIBIIIEMY PAJIOM cOo MHOW! fApkuii
PYMSIHEI] TOpeJT Ha €ro BIAJIBIX IeKaX, HOC KaK-TO 3a0CTPUIICS,
OH IIOCTOSTHHO KallUISJI, XapKaJl ¥ TaK YK U JIEPKaJI IUIATOK y
pTa, B3IJIAZIBIBAs HA HETO BCSIKUU pa3 MocJje IIEBKA; U BCAKUU
pa3 MOSBJISLINCh KPOBaBbIE KUJIKU. Mbl CHUCXO/TUTEILHO OT-
HOCHJTHCH K OECIIOKOCTBY, MPUUYHHSIEMOMY YaXOTOYHBIM, HO B
ZIyIIIe Y KaKZI0TO ObLIa MBIC/Ib: HEYKEJIU U TOT IEIISIeTCs 3a
sKU3HB? OUH KECTOKUH, UMEBIIHHI TOJICThIE IEKH, JaXKe CKa-
3aJI eMy 3To B Oojiee MATKOH, mpaBja, GopMe, U YaXOTOUHBIN
JIMIIb CMEPUJI €r0 TOPAIIUMH OT HEHABUCTH IJIa3aMH U HUYe-
ro He oTBeTu1. Ero ocTaBmInu B IOKOE.

A ycmen yke mporosiofiaThCs U codpasics yKUHaTh. B mpe-
JIOTBpAIIleHNE THEBA COCEIEN YTOIIAI0 UX M TEM YCMUPSIIO JIbBOB;
CTOSIIIIMIE TAJIBIIIE M HE YTOI[aeMble BCe-TaKU MPOTECTYIOT, HO 5
He oOpararm Ha 3TO BHUMaHHUA.

OpHaKo, MBI CTOUM Y2Ke AaBHO. [TociieqHUE 110€3/, KOTO-
PBIA MBI BUJIEJIH, YIIIEJ YaCOB B 12 HOYM HACTOJIBKO IT€PETOJI-
HEHBIM, UTO JIFOJY CUEJIH JlaskKe Ha CTYIeHbKax mommanok. Ho
OCTaJI0Ch HEM3MePUMO OOJIbIIIe; Be3/ie: B KOMHATaX, Ha JIBOPE,
MEXXy pesibcaMH, Ha IutaTdopmax, Aake Ioj IiaTdopmMamu
pacIoJIOKUIUCH JIIOAU U B IIOCJETHEM MecTe OUeHb, OUeHb
koMopTabespHO: JiekaT cebe, TTOKYpUBAIOT, BEIyT PeYH Be-
cesble; KTO XpaIlUT BO BCE HOCOBBIE 3aBEPTKU. A MbI Ha IJIaT-
¢dopme croum. Horu 3arekaior, HOIOT U BOOOIIE HEYIOOHO; Ha
IUIOIIA/TN BCe- TAKU MOYKHO OBLJIO IIPHCECTD, Ja’Ke ITPOUTUCH, a
3/leCh He TPUCAEINIb. A MEXAy TEM, YK€ BOCXOJHUT COJIHIIE
JIPYTOTO JTHS.



XVIII

Eme neHp KaHyJ1 B BEYHOCTD, ¥ MBI Ha JIEHD OJIMKE K CMEP-
TH.

CrpaHHO, HO 3Ta MbICJIb HUKOTO He ycnokauBaeT. Hampo-
THUB, CTOSIIYE HAYMHAIOT OOHAPYKUBATh NMPU3HAKU HETepIIe-
HUs. Tam U caM pas3faioTcs BO3TJIAChkl, CBU/IETETHLCTBYIOIIHE O
HEJIOCTaTOYHO MHUPOJIOOMBOM HACTPOEHHHU BOBIVIAIIAKOIIETO.
Ho gpyrue ymepsIoT ero HeTeplieHHe, YKa3bIBasd, YTO IMOE3/0B
13 MOCKBBI «I10 PACIICAHUIO» HEJIb3s K/IaTh PAaHBIIE 7 YacOB
yrpa. HauBHble! OHu eiie BepAT B pacnucanue! HampacHo-c!
Hacrynaer 7, u 8, u 9, u 10 yacoB, 1 HUKaKUX II0€3/]0B HE BUJI-
Ho. Ho Besinko TeprieHne JIIOACKOE, 1 Mbl BCE CTOUM, XOT JIaB-
HO y’Ke ToArubaemM To OJHYy HOTY, TO JAPYTYI0, YTOOBI JaTh UM
XOTbh HEMHOTO OT/IOXHYTb; HO YUTHU C IUIaTQOPMBI HE pelraeM-
cs1, n060, BUAUTE JIM, C Hee jierde BOUTHU B BaroHbI, KOrJa OHU
MIO/IOU/TYT.

A OHU Bce He UAYT, U MbI O€3YCIEINTHO YCTPEMJISIEM TOCK-
JIUBBIE B3OPHI B CTOPOHY AMEPHUKAHCKOTO MOCTA, HA/IESACh YBU-
JIETh TaM XOTh IIPU3pPaK moe371a. Bupouewm, He Bce: MHOTHE TaK,
CTOSI, ¥ CIISAIT, OIIyCTUBIIIUCH HA COCE/IEN 1 BBI3BIBAsI STUM CITpa-
Be/IJTUBbBIE YIIPEKH, KOTOPBIM, OJTHAKO, HE BHEMJIIOT.

BHe3aIrHO B TOJIIIE POHOCUTCS HEM3BECTHO OTKYZA IT0YEPII-
HyTO€ CBeJIEHHE, YTO T0Ee3/I0B U JKJaTh HEYero, UTo MaIlluHHU-
CTHI BCE yexa/Id Ha 0T U He KeJIaloT Bo3BpamaTbesa B IleTep-
Oypra, rje ele Kak-HUOyAb 3aCTpsHEIIb U MOrubHeIb. Bep-
Hee BCero, YTo 5TO He CBeJleHIe, a CBOOOJHOE U3MBIIIIEHNE
KaKOTro-HUOY/Ib CBOOO/THOTO Xy/TOKHUKA MBICJIH, HO OHO OY€Hb
MpaBAONIoA00HO 1 O0JIee UeM BEPOSATHO.

Tonmna cBupeneet. Bo3riacel HErogOBaHUA Pa3ZIAlOTCA BCe
yaitrie. CiyX JIOHOCUTCS JI0 CTOSIIIUX BHE BOK3aJia, U TaM HAUU-
HAIOT JIEUCTBOBATh; KOHEYHO, UM OOU/HO: MBI XOTh PEJIbCHI
BUJIUM, a2 OHH JIa’Ke 3TOTO CKPOMHOTO Y/IOBOJILCTBUS JIMIIEHBI.
CyBIIITHBI TPO3HBbIE KPUKH, BOILJIM, U MBI OIIyIlaeM HAIOP.
Torpga Hama ToJIIa, B APOCTH OT OECIIOHOCTH CBOETO MOJIY-
CYTOYHOTO CTOSIHUSA, pacchlmaercsa mo ImyTsM. Ha cmeHy eit
BPBIBAETCA HOBasd BOJIHA CHApPY:KU. Telepp y»K peabc He BU-
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HO; OJ[HA JBIIKYIIAsCS Macca roJjioB.

Tonma peBert, HINET YKeJIE3HOIOPOKHOE HAYAIBCTBO, HO €r0
HeT. Eciii oHO U He yexasio, To 6;1aropa3yMHO CIPATAJIOCh.

He umes HUKOTO XKMBOTO, YTOOBI COPBATh THEB, PadbAPEH-
HBII Hapoy| IPUHUMAaeTCs 3a Heo/yllleBJeHHbIe IIpe/IMeThl; He-
HICTOBCTBY#, OH PA3HOCUT BCE, YTO MOXKET IOAJATHCA ero yCU-
nuaAM; OydeTHble CTOMKHM, KHUKHBIM IKad, AUBAHBI, CKa-
MeUMKH JIOMAIOTCs, MOCY/a, JIAMIIbl, 3epKajla, OKOHHbIE CTEKJIA
Ob10TCA BIipebe3ru. bilaHKu U KHUTH U3 KOHTOPHI HAYaJIbHUKA
CTaHIIMU BBUIETAIOT HA IJIATQOPMY, U UX PBYT HA KJIOUKU.

Jla, 3Bepcku Bezet cebsi pa3bApeHHbIN yenoBek! MeHs, o/i-
HAKO, 5TO CTUXUITHOE YyBCTBO pa3pylleHus He 3axBaTtuio. OauH
pa3 TOJIbKO, 60JIbIlle U3 JIOOOIMBITCTBA, A TKHYJ KyJIAKOM B
CTEKJIO, Ollapanasl pyKy U 3aTeM CO CIIOKOWHBIM JyXOM. HO 0e3
BCAKOTO COYYBCTBHS B3WpPaJsl Ha IOJIBUTH COPATHUKOB. A TOJ-
BUTH 3TH ObLIN HEOOBIYAWHBI; CKOPO B 3ajlaX BOK3aja ObLIU
TOJIBKO Ky4U 00JIOMKOB Mebesid, OUTOTO CTeKsIa, OOPHIBKOB Ma-
TepHUi, a Bce OKHA U JlaKe JIBePU 3UAU CBOUMU OTBEPCTUSAMH,
CJIOBHO T'OJIOTHBIMU PTaMH.

Ho sTux nmozBuroB 6610 Majo; HALLJIOCH APYToe JIeyio, He
MeHee IPaHN03HOE.

IIpoHoCHuTCS BECThb, UTO I7ie-TO B IAPOBO3HOM Capae Halll-
JI1 3a0BITHIH JIOKOMOTHUB, U IOOPOBOJIBIIBI U3 ITyOJIUKN CHAPS-
JKaroT ero. Mbl JieTUM TyAa.

JleficTBUTEIHFHO, BCKOPE BbIE3KAET MapOBO3.

— Vpa! — peBet Hapo.

Ho 6GenHplil TOKOMOTHB Kak OyJATO U He paJ, 3TUM OBa-
nusaM. Ctapbiii, 00JIyIIJIEHHBIH, OH YK, JOJIKHO OBITh, U JIJIA
MaHEBPOB He TOAWJICA, & CTOSJI Ha TIOKOE B OXKUJIAHUU, KOT/a
MacTepcKUe HaWAyT JocyT 3aHAThCA uM. Ho BOT OH moHaz0-
Owics A1 IPYTOU, BRICIIEN MUCCUH. Sl He BUIKY, OJTHAKO, YTO-
ObI OH OBLTT TOJIBINEH €10; HAIIPOTUB, CTAPHUK CTOUT XMYypO, HE
OJKUZasi HIYETO IMyTHOTO OT I0OPOBOJIBIIEB.

Harmutucs u 00pOBOJIBITBI-CTPEIOYHUKH, U JOOPOBOJIBITHI-
cuenuuky. [TapoBo3 mojjaH K TOTOBOMY YK€ COCTaBy TOBap-
HOTO T0€e371a, ¥ TOJINa OpocaeTcsi B BaroHbIL. fl CTOIO CIUIIKOM
JIAJIEKO U He MOTY Ipo0OpaThes K HUM, HO 3TO MO€ CYaCThe, TaK
KUK y BATOHOB HAaUMHSIETCSA CBEPXbECTECTBEHHAs J]aBKa.
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MHe ka)keTcsi, YTO B Hel s1 BUKY TeTKy HWHBI; OHaA IIbI-
TaeTcsl B300paThCs B BaroH, HO OOPBIBAETCS U I1aJIa€T; MajlaeT
Y, KaK MHOTHE JPYTHUE, CKPHIBAETCA B IMKO HAIIMPAOIIEH TOJI-
Tie, KOTopas I0 UX TejlaM, KaK M0 CTylleHbKaM, 100UpaeTcs /10
BaroHOB U TOP>KEeCTBYET, HECMOTPS HA pa3/iuparoliue KpUKu 1
cToHBI BHU3Y. U Takas ciieHa y kaxkaoro Barona! Besze pas-
JlaroTcs BOIUH 6o u otuastHusA. iy riaBamu Huny, HO HU-
r7ie He BIXKY.

HaxoHer, BaroHbl IOJIHBI, U OCTABIINECS C 3aBUCTHIO CMOT-
PAT Ha CYACTJIUBIEB; MOCJEIHUE, BUCS YyTh HE HA TBO3/IMKE,
YTEIaoT HEMOIaBIINX, YTO, IprexaB B MOCKBY, OHU HeIlpe-
MEHHO TMPUIILTIOT CI0Zla MHOTO, MHOTO T10e3710B. 11 puTom Ge-
30TJIaraTejibHO! ATa HajzeXAa, OJTHAKO, MaJIo IIPEbIaeT; OqUH
13 yTelllaeMbIX BMECTO 0J1aroJJapHOCTU PE3KO Mpejiaraer yTe-
HIATEJIIO:

— 3Haelnb 4To, OpaTh: IyCTU MEHS HA CBOE MECTO, a caM I10-
JIO3K/IY TI0€3/10B, KOTOPbIE 51 IPUIILIIO.

Yremuresnb 6€3MOJIBCTBYET.

HwukTo He obOparmiaer BHUMaHUs HA JKEPTB JIAaBKU, U3 KTO-
PBIX HEKOTOPBIE eIlle UMEIOT CUJIbI OTIIOJI3TH B CTOPOHY, a 00JIb-
IITHCTBO U BTOTO C/AEJIaTh HE B COCTOSIHUU.

Hy, B nyTs! Ho noe3z Hu ¢ MecTa, X0TA 1apoBo3 pBeT. U
r7ie eMy, IPSAXJIOMY, HECUACTHOMY, B3SITh UyTh JI HE CEMbJECST
BaroHOB, HAOUTHIX OUTKOM KMBBIM ToBapoMm! IIpuToMm, o MHe-
HUIO J0OPOBOJIBIIEB-MAIIIMHUICTOB, T1Ap ellle He MOAHAT A0 HOp-
MBI.

— JlaBaii npos!

A cMoTpIO Ha BCE 3TO U, IPE/ICTaBbTE, HUMAJIO HE 3aBUYIO
HaXOJISIINMCS B BarOHAX: €CJIM MapoB0O3 U BO3bMET IOE3]I, TO
BCe-TaKU MHE, HECKOJIbKO 3HAKOMOMY C YCJIOBUSMHU KeJIE3HO-
JIOPO’KHOTO JIBUXKEHUS, CTPAIIIHO NOAYMaTh, YTO KT Iacca-
JKUPOB TIPU A0OPOBOJIbIIaX-MAIIUHUCTAX W IIPH OTCYTCTBUHU,
HaBEPHOE, BCAKOTO HA/130pa 3a CTPEJIKaMHU Ha IMMPOMEKYTOUHBIX
CTAHIIUAX.

Ho mapoBo3 He fayi MHE J0JITO Pa3ayMbIBaTh HA 3Ty TEMY:
MIPOU30IILJIO HEUTO HENPeABUIEHHOE, HEBOOOPa3uMOe.

ITapoBo3 Ha MOWX TJIa3ax BAPYT BCIyXaeT W €ro pa3Bo-
pauyuBaeT IOIoJIaM; ero Tpyba oT/essieTcsa 1, IIPOJIETEB Hec-
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KOJIBKO JIECATKOB IIIaroB, IMa/Ia€T B Kydy Hapo/ia Iepe/i0 MHOIO.
CiplllIeH TPOMOBOM, TOYHO IYIIEYHBIA BBICTPEJ, © MTHOBEHHO
JIOKOMOTHB U BCe KPYT'OM HEro OKyThIBaeTcs 001akoM mapa. B
IIEPBYIO CEKYH/Y A Jla’ke He IIOHAJ, B YeM JleJlo, HO pas/iaB-
IIMNCA BOIUIb MCKaJedYeHHBIX YACHWI MHE CMBICJ IIPOHUCIIes-
I1€T00.

B nanmueckom crTpaxe, He cooOpa3uB Jja)ke, UTO BCe yiKe
KOHYEHO, f Jleuy IIpoYb OT 3TOr0 MecTa, 00fACH Jjake OIJIA-
HYTbCSl, JIedy CTPEMIJIaB, PACTAJIKUBAsA JIOKTSAMU TOJILY, U BPYT
HasleTalo Ha mwiauyiryio Hury. OHa, OeqHas, CTOUT OHA-OU-
Hemenbka! Kak ona 6pocwiacek ko MHe! f Gepy ee 3a pyky, H,
caM 4YyTh He IIa4a, CTapalCh YBECTH OT 3TOTO MecTa, 00sACh
CKa3aTh eH, YTO, IOJKHO OBITh, €€ TeTKY A BHUIEJ B YHCIIE
»KEepPTB JJaBKH Y BarOHOB.

B 3TO Bpems u3-10/1 KPBIIIHN OJIFKAUIIIETO TOBAPHOTO TaK-
raysa BBIpBaJICA CTOJIO OTHSA U /IBIMA; 3aT€M U3 JPYToro, Tpe-
ThEro U IOIIJIa IHCATh; JepeBAHHbIE, XOPOIIO BBICYIIEHHEIE,
OHU 3ambLIanu cpasy. OUueBHUHO, HAIILUINCH U JOOPOBOJIBIIBI-
MO/IKUTATEIN, KOTOPBIM 3aXO0TeJIOCh Iepesi Hen30eKHbIM KOH-
I[OM HOTemUTh cebs1 3PDEKTHBIM 3peJIUILEM.

A roporunio Huny yittTu. Mbl Koii-kak BpIOUpaeMcs U3 BOK-
3aj1a ¥ BUJIUM, YTO 3HAMeHCKas IUIOLIA b [TOJIHA, KaK U paH-
e, HapoJAOM. BTUXOMOJIKY, HUYero HUKOMY He TOBOPS, MBI
IIOBOPAaYMBAaEM HAJIEBO U U7EM K BapIiiaBckomy BOK3ay.

Tam, oflHaKO, TO Ke caMoe: TaKOoe Ke CKOIUIEHHEe Hapo7a,
MI0€3/I0B C I0Ta HET, U, CyAs 110 HACTPOEHHIO TOJIIBI, B OJIH-
»KauieM OyZyleM HY»KHO OXKHATh TAKOTO Ke IIOTpoMa, Kak
u Ha HukostaeBCKOM BOK3aJle.

Ho MBI yKe XJIaJIHOKDOBHO OTHOCUMCS K 3TOMY; peaKIus
II0CJIe UCIIBITAHHOTO HEPBHOTO MOTPSACEHUSA B CBA3U ¢ OECCOH-
HOU HOYBIO U CTPAIITHOU YCTAJIOCTHIO HOT ¥ BCETO OPTaHU3Ma
3aCTaBJIAIOT JIyMaTh TOJIBKO 00 ofHOM: «I'71e OBl pusieys Io-
ckopee?"

BOsim3u BOK3asia Mbl HaXOJUM TPS3HYI0 TOCTHHHUILY, OpO-
IIEHHYIO BCEMH, BXOJAUM B OJINH U3 HOMEPOB, BUJIUM J[BE KPO-
BAaTHU Us He Pa3yMbIBass 00 OTCYTCTBHUU IIOCTEJIHBHOTO 0Oesibs,
Jlaske He 3aIepeB JiBeped, Opocaemcs, KaK ecTh, B O/IEXK/Ie Ha
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MaTpalbl ¥ 3aChIIIa€EM MEPTBBIM CHOM JIIO/IeH, OKOJIO 30 YacoB
MPOOBIBIIMX HA HOTAX, IIOYTH HE IIPUCEB.

BoTt Korza s1 HOH:AJ, YTO 3HAUUT CYTOUHOE JIe3KyPCTBO CTpe-
JouyHHuKa!

XIX

IIpocmasau Mbl, TOJBKHO OBITH, YacoB 16 wiu 17, n6o, Koraa
s MPOCHYJICA, TO HAa MOHMX YacaxX ObLJIO yKe 10 4acoB, oue-
BHU/IHO, yTpa; pas30y/InjI0 MeHs OIIyIlleHHe CUJIbHEUIIEro ro-
JIOJIa, TEP3ABIIEr0, KaK BHIPAXKAIOTCS IMOJTHI, MOU BHYTPEHHO-
ctu. [Ipochinaioch ¥ He MOTY MOHATH, TJI€ 3TO s1; IOMHIO, YTO 5
TOJIBKO YTO €JI XOPOIIIHE IIH, HO BCE HE MOT' HAEeCThCS, paccep-
JUUJICS U TIPOCHYJICA.

B cocrostHuM HEBeZIeHUS 5 TPOOBLI, BIIPOYEM, HEZIOJITO, BCe-
T'0 HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/I, TOKa He yBu/ies1 HuHY Ha Apyroi KpoBa-
th. Torga s Bce MPUIIOMHII, HEMHOKKO 3aKPYyUYHHHUJICS U B Ta-
KOM HAaCTPOEHUH IOCHEeJ HEKOTOPOe BpeMs. 3aTeM, Hau/s,
YTO s y’Ke JIOCTaTOYHO IOTOpeBaJsi, BCTaJl U Hayasl UCKATh, T/ie
OBI YMBIThCSA. B HOMepe BOJIbI He OKa3aiock. fl oTpaBuicsa B
KyXHIO K BOJIOITPOBOTHOMY KpaHy. Haitmer s 1 KyxHio, Halesa 1
KpaH, HO BOJIbI U TaM He OKa3aJIoCh; s CHavajia OYeHb paccep-
JIMJICS Ha BOJIOIIPOBOJIHYI0 KOMUCCHIO, HO IIOTOM COOOpPa3HI,.
YTO BOJBI B KpaHE yKe HUKOT/a He Oy/IerT.

Toraa s1 momresr 6pOAUTH IO HOMEPAM U B OJHOM M3 HUX
HaIlleJl YMbIBIBHUK, TIOJTHBIA BO/IBI. Tereph He XBAaTaIO TOJIb-
KO IIOJIOTEHIIA, HO U €T0 51 OTHICKAJI B KOMO/JIE B KOHYPKE, CITy-
JKUBIIIEN, OUEBU/THO, TIPUCTAHUIIEM ITPUCTYTH.

OcHOBaTeJIbHO YMBIBIIIUCH, 5 mores Oyauth Huny. OHa cHa-
YyaJia BCe OTMaxuBajach, HO HAKOHEI] IIPHUIIIA B YYBCTBO, BCKO-
yujia U HeMeJJIEHHO 3a/1aJ1a MHe BOIIPOC:

— Hy, uTo k Teneps nenars?

S MHOTO3HAYUTEILHO BBICMOPKAJICA U TOCJIE HEKOTOPOTO
pa3ayMbs COOOIIMII €H, YTO OCTAETCA OJTHO: YMBIThCA. DTO Ma-
Jio yremwio HuHy, HO oHA IpU3HaJIa MOJHYI OCHOBATENb-
HOCTb Moero BbIBojia. CoIlyTcTByeMass MHOIO M1 MOUMHU yKasa-
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HUSIMH, OHA TIPUBEJIA B MOPAJIOK CBOIO (GU3UOHOMUIO U BOJIO-
CBI, @ 3aTeM, IOTPEOOBAB MOETO y/IaJIEHUs, U TIJIAThE.

3aTeM A Tak ’Ke, KaK U TPeTbero JIH:A, OTIIPaBUJICA Ha pe-
KOTHOCIIMPOBKY. Hamiace u 371ech kosibacHas, a B Hel IeJIbli,
Jla>ke HeIovaThli OKOPOK BapeHOH BETYMHBI; OBLJIO TaM U ele
KOHM-4YTO, HO MHe II0Ka3ajoch, YTO JOBOJIBHO U OKOopoka. Ho
ziopore s 3a0pes u B OyJIOUHYIO U HallleJ TaM MHOTO XJeba,
OuYeHb, MPaB/A, YePCTBOTO; HO, IIOHATHO, f OTHECCH K 3TOMY
SIBJIEHUIO CAMBIM PAaBHO/IYIIIHBIM 00pa30M.

HarpysuBmuce npoBuaHToM, g Bo3Bpartwica k Hune. Ha-
IIIJTH MBI M CaMOBaphl (UyTh HE AECATOK), YTOJIb, U Yal, U ca-
Xap, TMOCTaBUJIM CaMOBAap U CTAJIM PACHUBATh Yal, MMOIJIOMIAs
BETUYMHY IeJIBIMHU JIOMTAMU. OUeHb BKYCHBIM ITOKa3aJI0Ch HAM
TaKOe MPENPOBOK/eHIE BPEMEHH.

Ho ectpb mipezien Bcemy, Aake alIeTUTY JIIOJIeH, HE €BIIUX
Oosiee cyTok. Mbl HAOMJIM CBOM JKEJYZIKU JI0 TIPEIEIOB HEBO3-
MOXKHOT'O ¥ COWJIH JIOJITOM OT/IOXHYTh. Bo3zsieriiu Ha KpoBaTHu B
JIy4IlleM U3 HOMEpOB, Mbl CTJIM 3aHUMAaThCsA MPUATHBIMU Pa3-
rOBOpaMH.

Tenepsb make Tpo3HOe Oy/IyIiee IMOKa3ajaoch HaM B OoJiee
P0O30BOM cBeTe. MbI BBICKA3aJT! TBEP/IYI0 YBEPEHHOCTb, UTO JIOJDK-
HBI OBITH €IIle 1Moe3/1a, YTO HAC TaK He OCTaBAT W, HAOUpasch
MTOHEMHOTY CBETJIbIX HAJIEXK/I, PEIIUIIN, YTO, BEPOATHO, TOE3]
yke TyT. Hajio 66110 cxoauTh, mocMoTpeTh! Celiuac ke MbI CHSI-
JIVICh CO CBOUX YIOOHBIX MECT U OTIIPABUJIUCH B IYTh.

Ho yBsl! Ha BapiiaBckoMm Bok3ajie IOIPOM y:Ke KOHUMJICH,
Y Hapo/i, pacxoauics rnocie npejcrasiaenus. O noesziax He ObI-
JIO, KOHEYHO, HU CJIyXy, HU AyXy. Mbl oTnipaBuinck Ha Huko-
JIa€BCKUH BOK3aJl.

Ha 3namenckol miomau 60coi cyObeKT ¢ BCKIIOKOUEHHBI-
MH BOJIOCAMH U OTKPBITOH TPYZbIO B3JIe3 HA TeJIETY U 3bIYHBIM
TParu4ecKHM T'OJIOCOM IIPOIIOBEIOBAJI COOpaBIIEMYCS BOKPYT
Hero HapoAy. MbI U3 JII000IBITCTBA MTOAOILIH TOCTYIIATh.

— Jletur anren 'ocno/ieHb ¢ OTHEHHBIM MEUOM, JIETUT U
kak yzmaput! Kak moJipICHET, Tak U PACCTYIIUTCA 3eMJISA, U TI0-
JIETUM MBI B TeeHHY OTHEHHYI0. ¥YX! BoT oH, CtpamrssIii cys-To!
U craHyr Hac OBITaTh-CIPAIIUBATh: YTO BHI JeJIaJIi, 3a4eM
rpemriy, ncel cMmepasmniue? Ox, skapko Oyzaer tam! ITokaiire-
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cs1, mpaBocaaBHble! Hurl, magute HUIl, 1 OTBEP3UTE CEPAIA
cgost! IIpen l'ociosom HazO mpejicTaTh ¢ MOKasHUEM. Bee oOH,
MmtocTHuBell, 3HaeT, 9TO U MbI 3a0b11u. ThI, HeO6OCH, 3a6b1al
— Opocut BAPYT NMPONOBeTHUK 6abe, BHUMABIIENH eMy C Ipo-
KBIO.

Ta BAPYT Kak 3aBONUT:

— Ofii, x)oKeT MOIO IyIIEeHbKY, JKKeT, BOT TaK U IbLJIauTh!
OxagaHHas Mos rosoBa: cryomsa g pobeHouka. CBouM pykam
3a/yIIniIa, B peuKy Opocua.,.

— ¥, moras rpentHunal — rpemert mponoBeaHukK. — He Oy-
JieT Tebe mpoIneHust!..

— Ot, He Oyner, He Oymer! Tak y Hero, poJHEHBKOTO
MOE€ro, TJIa3KU U 3aKaTUJIKCS, JaBHYJIA 5, & OHU U 3aKaTUJIH-
cA...

Inanst Ha Hee, 1 ApyTHe 6a0bI CTAIN TOJIOCUTD. J{aTbIie yik
MBI He MOTJIU BBIJIEpKaTh U IIOCKOpee YIIUIU, YTOObI He CJIbI-
IIaTh 3TUX BUBIJVIUBBIX BOIUIEW OTYASAHUSA, STUX BBHIKJIMKAHUH,
PeXXyIIUX Jylry ¥ ObIOIINX 110 HEpBaM CTOITY/IOBBIM MOJIOTOM.

Ha HwukosiaeBckoM BOk3ajie Oblla MEP30CTh 3aIyCTEHUS.
Hapog y»xe pasotriescs, ¥ TOJIBKO HECKOIBKO JECATKOB €IIe yIIO-
BAIOIUX YCTPOWJINCh B KOMHATax 06e3 OKOH U JiBepel, BpeMs
OT BpeMeHH BbIOeras Ha ILUIATGOPMY IPHU BCAKOM IOA0O3PHU-
TEJIBHOM IIIyMe U yCTPEMJIsisi B3OPHl B CTOPOHY AMepUKaH-
CKOTO MOCTA.

[Takrayssl y:Ke IOrOpesiu, CrOpes U Moe3]], C KOTOPBIM /100-
POBOJIBIIBI-MAITHHUCTBI YCTPOUJIU TaKyI0 HeOJIaroOBUIHYIO HC-
topuio. I'opesra BoTkunHckasa 6apauynas GOJIBHUIA U KOJIOHUS
Can-T'annu, m HauMHANMU 3aropaThCAd U3BO3UYMYBU JIBOPHI HA
[Tpenreuenckoi yure. ['apbio axja0 HEBBIHOCUMO.

TaMm u cAM BUJHEJIUCHh TPYIBI 33/JaBJIeHHBIX HAKaHyHE Y
BaroHOB M yOUTHIX B3PBIBOM. B 00111eM, 3pesuiie ObUIO yKac-
HO€E, ¥ MBI IPEAIIOWIN yIAIUThCA. BaTIOMIKK, BOT 1 MOH 4eMo-
MOJIaHYUK, 3a0BITHIH MHOIO, KOT/Ia 51 OekaJl Imocjie B3PhIBA.
Bot xopomo-To! Bnpouewm, 3auem oH MHe Tenepb? Ilyckaii je-
JKHT JI0 CBETOIIPECTAaBJIeHH! A TOorja HaM ¢ HUM OJTMH KOHEII.

— Ilo#inem Ha HabOepeXKHYIO, B3TJITHEM IOCTIEAHUN pa3 Ha
Hesy, — npezoxuina Huna.
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A coryacuiica B3TJIAHYTH MocjaeqHUN pa3 HA HeBy, HO He
YIIyCTHJI 3aMETHTD, YTO €CJIM €l YTOJHO, TO MBI €Ille MHOTO pa3
MO>KeM B3IJISHYTb Ha HeBy: B HallleM pactopsi?KEHHUH C JIHIII-
KOM TPOe€ CYTOK. 3aueM s 3T0 ckazayu? He 3Ha10; BooOIIE 5 He
3J10U YesioBeK... Tak, JOJKHO OBITh, CIypy, U aJI JIUIID TOBOJ,
HuHe B370XHYThH; HO OHA HE COUYJIa HY>KHBIM OOJIMYHUTH MOe€
€XUJICTBO.

Ha miomaiu mpornoBeHUK y3Ke KOHUII, HO HAIIIEJICS APY-
rofl B YepHOM Iu/KaKe. baObl BOMMMJIN IyIIe TIpekHero. Mbl
00O0IILIH CTOPOHKOU M BHINILIK HAa HeBCKUI.

31ech OBLIIO OKUBJIEHHOE JIBIKEHHE, XOTs KaKoe-TO pac-
TepsIHHOE, OecIeTbHOE: YeJIOBEK UET, UIET OBICTPO, ¢ 03a00-
YeHHBIM BHJIOM, IIOTOM BHE3aIHO OCTaHABJIMBAETCS, WJIM ca-
JIUTCS Ha CKaMeHWKy, UM BO3BpalllaeTcs Tak ke OBICTPO 00-
paTHO. Y OOJIBIIMHCTBA PaCTEPSHHBIE JIUIA, ABHKEHHUS, TOUHO
OHU 3a0bUIN YTO-TO U HUKAK HE MOTYT BCIIOMHUTH. TOJIBKO J1e-
TH, KaK U BCET/Ia, BIPOYEM, COXPAHUJIN CBOIO 6€33a00THOCTD.

Korza mbl gomiu mo HagexxguHCKOM, U3 OJIHKAKUIIIEro
JIOMa BBICKOYMJI MaJIbUMIIKA JIET 10-12. OH, Ka3aJ0Ch, OYEHD
CIEIHJI, HO YBUJAE IyJleJisl U 3a/IepPrKaicsi, YTOObI OCUACTIIN-
BHUTb €r0 CBOMM BHUMaHHeM. C/iesiaB U3 PyK KOJIbIIO, OH C Ya-
pyIoIlled AyIly JACKOUW MPUTJIANIAJ MMy/lesisl MPBITHYTh B 3TO
koJ1bI0. HeBeska, o7iHaKo, He 00paTH/I HUKAaKOTO BHUMaHUA HU
Ha JIacKy, HU Ha IpUTJIAllleHHue U, JIEP3KO BUJIbHYB XBOCTOM,
mo6exast Bryryob HajieskImHCKOM.

[Tocste nerelt HanboJIEE HOPMATBHBIMU Ka3aJIUCh — KTO OB,
BBl nymanu?.. I[Ieanabie! /la, nbsable! OHU BBHIMUCHIBAJIA CBOU
MBICJIETE TaK K€ IPAIlMO3HO. KaK U PaHbIIE, 0 BECTU O KOMe-
Te: HAaCTPOEHUeE JiyXa Y HuX O6bpUI0 camoe nmpustHoe. Ho ckosib-
ko ux! U kakas cBob6ozga! Xouens mojmnepeTs A0M uau ¢do-
Hapb — IMMOOIPH, XOUEIIb OTAOXHYTh, IPHUJIEYb HA YIIUIE, —
cresiaii TBoe ofoskeHne! OpHUM €10BOM, Jjiada, IOJTHOE y/I0-
BOJIbCTBUE!

Baaromaps aToMy, MEPTBBIE TeJIa pacCesTHBI ObLIIN BCIOAY, U
MPOX0KKe He oOpallaid Ha 3TO HUKAKOTO BHUMAaHUS, Pa3Be
€CJIN Y?K MEPTBOE TEJIO PBET C IEPENOs.

OfHO U3 HHUX YCTPOWJIOCH Y?K€ Ha ITOKOH 0JIN3 BOJOCTOY-
HOU TPYyOBI, HO TIepes OTAOXHOBEHHEM XOTEJI0 HEMHOKKO I10-
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metb. V1 BOT IIOHEC/IMCh HEBEPOSATHBIE, KAKHUE-TO CKPHUIIydHe
3BYKH:

— Yk 4 J1ecom 1eur...

[TeBerr KJIIOHYJT HOCOM.

— IMouy... monyrod Hamen. ..

W onATh OCTAaHOBKH, TaK KakK IMOHA/I00UIOCH PHITHYTh Ha
BCIO YJIHILY; ITPOXOIMBIIIYIO IaMy TaK U IIOHECJIO B CTOPOHY.

— YMopwics... J1a... YMOPH... YMOPHJICA... 1a YMOPHJICA...
J1a... yMO...

U noru6, ckj0HUB T0J10BY 1oj1 TpyOy. EIte Ob1 eMy He yMo-
puthbes!

XX

Ha JIBop1ioBoif Habepe:KHOU, KOTOpas U Ipex/e He ObI-
BaJsIa JIIOJ{HA, TeNeph apuia MycThIHA. M Kak TpyCTHO OBLIO
BUJIETh OKpYyXKamIinue aoMa 0e3 NMPU3HAKOB KU3HHU, YaCTO C
PacTBOPEHHBIMU Ha YJIUILY ABEPAMU!

Bot u HeBa. Xopora oHa, Kak BCer/ia, HO €CTh B HEH 4To-
TO HeoObI4YHOEe. UTo OBbI 3T0 ObLTO? MBI CTAHOBHUMCS Y TTaparie-
Ta HabepesKHOU, 33/TyMUYHBO IVIIIUM Ha PEKY, U BAPYT S 0T IbI-
Batock. [IIupoxkas, riazkas, Kak OTIIOJIMPOBAHHOE CTEKJIO, pac-
CTWUJIAJIaCh OHA W IPSIHO, W BIIPABO, W BJIEBO, U HEe OBLIIO HA
BCEM 5TOM CTeKJIe HU MaJleiIned ABuKyIeicsa Touku. I1o mo-
CTaM ellle JIBUTAJINCH JIIOJH, HO B COBEPIIIEHHO HUUTOXKHOM KO-
JImYecTBe U OOJIbIIE, KAK COHHbIE MYXH, 4 HE KaK S9HEPTUYHBIE,
CWJIbHBIE CYIIIECTBA, KAKUMH OHU M ObLIH HeslaBHO. OcTaBjIeH-
HbIE Ha IIPOU3BOJI CyAb0BI OapKU 1 HeOObIYaliHAS TUIITUHA KPY-
TOM JIOBEPIIIAJIN BIIeUaTIEHNE 3aITyCTEHN U 3a0pOIIIEHHOCTH.

Y 3uMHel KaHaBKYU MBI BCTPETWIN TOCIO/INHA, C PAJOCTHBIM
BHUIoM TsAzeBiero Ha HeBy. CtpanHo, oueHb crpanHo! OTye-
ro OBI TAKOE Y/I0BOJIbCTBUE?

OH nepBBIM HayaJ pa3roBoOp:

— He npaBna sin, xopomo? HeBa u Bce BooOIie mprobpe-
JIO KaKyI0-TO 0COOYIO IIPEJIECTD.

— Bce, oueBUIHO, OKpAIIEHO MPEAIYBCTBUEM CMEPTH.
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— BrI nymaerte, st 60toch ee? O, HeT! A Tak KaK-TO 0COOEHHO
THUX0, MUPHO, 6e3i1t0/1H0. HoBoOE, elrje HUKOT/ja He UCIBITAHHOE
MHOIO HacjIaXK/ieHue pas3TyJIuBaTh 10 0OpeuyeHHOMY Ha rubesib
ropoxay. O6peueHHbIN Ha rHbEIb TOpoJT, 0OpeueHHas Ha rubespb
CTpaHa...

OH NOBTOPSJI 3TO, CMaKys KaKJl0€e CJIOBO.

— YyBcTByelnb ce0s 371eCh TOJTHBIM XO3IHHOM....

— Kak Tak?

— Jla KTO ke BOocIpeTHUT MHe Terepb? W 51a yero BocIipe-
IaTh?

OH mocMOTpes MeYTaTETBLHO BAAJD U IIPOJOJIKAIL:

— A xaxkoe npexacrout Ham 3penuiie! HeoObIKHOBEHHOE,
HEBEPOSATHOE U B TO K€ BPeMs IPaH/INO3HelIIee!

— Jla, HO Jtydriie ObI €r0 He BUJIETH!

— O, kakoe masoaymue! Heyxeysn Te HecyacTHbIE HeEC-
KOJIbKO JIeT, KOTOpble MBI C BaMII MOIJIU OBl elle IPOKUTh,
CTOAT TOTO, YTOOBI pa/Il HUX MPpeHeOpeUb BO3MOKHOCTHIO OBIThH
CBUJleTeIeM, OYEBU/IIIEM, YIYACTHUKOM MUPOBOU Tpareiuu U
MIEPEUCHIBITATD OIIYIIEHUsA, HUKOMY ellle He BeJIOMbIe 1 HeOObI-
yaiiHble?

— Ho 5T omymeHus Tak ¥ OCTaHYTCS HEBEZJOMBIMH.

— Kak aTo?

— Hesb3s e 03KHU/1aTh, UYTO UCIBITABIINNA UX OCTAHETCS KUB.

— Ilycrs! 3auem HaM 3a060TUTHCA O APYTHX, UMEBIIUX CJIa-
00CTh MepekuTh? A TIO[yManTe TOJIBKO, KaKas BEeJIMKOJIEITHAS
MbIcsTb! IIpupozia roBopuT: s Tebe MOKaKy HeUTO HeOBIBAJIOE,
CBepXuyZlecHOe, HO 3TO TaillHa U3 TalH; U TOT, KTO PEIIUTCA
y3HATh 3Ty TaliHy, IOJDKEH 3aIJIaTUTh 32 Hee KU3HbBI0, UTOObI
He MOT PaccKasaTh JPYTUM, MaJIOAYITHBIM.

— Tak, no Bamemy, npupojzia — Heuto Bpose Cuneir bopo-
IbI?

— Her, 3auem ke Tak? — CKpPUBUWJICA BOCTOP>KEHHBIU rocC-
noanH. — He ciietyer Tak ONMONUIATH BO3BHINIIEHHBIE BEIIIH.

HwuHa, BeposATHO, ObLJIa HE cOTJIacHA ¢ HUM, U0O0 ITOTUXOHb-
Ky Jleprajia MeHs 3a PyKaB, YTOOBI UATHU Aajiblie. fI moaHsI
ALY,

— BunoBar, BbI, KaXKeTcs, TOPOIIUTECh, — 3aMETHUJI JIIOOU-
TeJIb CHJIbHBIX OIIyIIeHuH. — Beero syurero.
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U oH mpocTuscsa ¢ HaMu CaMbIM BEKJIUBBIM IIOKJIOHOM.

Orcrozia oty Mbl B JleTHUI cafy, MOcUaenu TaMm, OorJs-
JleJIU Ha CTaTyH, IOMOJIYJIN O Pa3HbIX Belax.

— Teneps, eci 651 Be3/le HAXOAUTD XOPOUIUX ITOYTOBBIX
JIOIIa/Ie, ere MOXKHO ObI K Beuepy 28-ro no6parbes 70 Mock-
BbI, — IIPOMOJIBILI 1.

— A ecsiu Ha mapoxojie? — 3aaana Bonpoc Huna.

— Ha mapoxoze? Ho kyna? B IlliauccensOypr HeT pacuera.
B lanuio passe? B Tpoe cyTok poexats Mo:xkHO. TosipKO efBa
JIV TeTlepb HAUEIb XOTh OJIMH ITapOXO/.

— ITommpobyeM Bce-Taku MPOUTH TyZa: BCe PAaBHO BeZb Ty-
JISITB.

Ortuero ke He nonpoboBaTh? Xyxke He Oyzer! Ho, kak s u
MIpeJIBU/IeJI, HUYEero M3 3TOro He BhIILIO. Ha BceM BHAMMOM
npoctpancTBe HeBbl 32 HuKo1aeBCKUM MOCTOM He OBLIO He
TOJIPKO IIap0X0/1a, HO JlaKe JIO/IKU; Y 3JUIMHTOB CTOSJI HETABHO
CIYIIIEHHBIN OPOHEHOCELI, ellle He CHAPsKEHHBIN U IIOTOMY, Be-
poATHO, ocraBieHHbIH. O0a Gepera HeBbl ObLIN IMyCTHIHHBI U
MepTBbI. /laxke HukosraeBckass HabOeperkHasi, OOBIYHO TaKas
OKHBJIEHHAs, Terneph ObL1a Oe3iio/iHa, kak Caxapa.

MpsI B3IOXHY/IM U TIOBEPHYJIN Has3aJl, B MecTa Oojiee Hace-
JIEHHBIE, K BOK3aJIaM.

[Tpoxozs y 3amMATHHA TIEPEYJIKA, MBI YCJIBIIIAIA KPUK O TI0-
MOIITH, 3aTEM €IIle U ellle, YKe ciabee, Kak Obl 3ayraeMbri. f
Opocuiicss B IOM, OTKy/la ObUIb CJIBIIIIEH KPUK, U B TIEPBOH Ke
KOMHAaTe yBUJIeJI TaKyl0 CLieHy: My>KUYWHA OBaJINJI KEHIIIUHY,
Cy/iS TI0 KOCTIOMY, OapbIHIO MM OapBINIHIO, HA TI0JI U CTapasics
0/10JIeTh ee; IJIaThe >KEHINUHBI ObL7I0 pa3opBaHo. OHa ele
OopoJiack, HO UCX07, 60PHOBI JIETKO OBLJIO TPEIBUIETD.

Hepnonro nymaii, s, 3a OTCYTCTBHEM JPYTOro OpPYyKHUd, y/a-
PWI My>KYMHY HOTOH B OOK TaK, 4TO OH OTJIETE] B CTOPOHY U
3aCTOHAJI, HO celyac ke OMOMHUJICA U BCKOYWJI C PyraTesb-
cTBoM. BerymaTh ¢ HUM B eIMHOOOPCTBO MHE OBLIIO HEKOT/A,
Jla 1 He3aueM: ITyIeHHbIN eMy B TOJIOBY TpaduH ¢ BOJOU pas-
Jieresicss BApeOe3ry, HO U IMTPOTUBHUK MOU pacTsAHYJICA B Oecra-
msTcTBe. Cy/isi 110 o/iek/ie, 5TO ObLI aPECTAHT; OUEBUIHO, OHH,
OCTaBJIEHHBIE HA ITPOU3BOJI CYAbOBI, BHIPBAINCH HA CBOOOIY U
CTapaJIiCh OJIb30BAThCS BBHITOJAMHU ITOJIOMKEHHUS.
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ITocse Giectsmeli mobespl 1 0O0paTHUJI BHUMAaHKeE Ha CIia-
CEHHYIO /JIaMy; OHa MPUIOJHSIACh U, CUJs, PhIJjajia, 3aKPbIB
JIMIIO PYKaMU W He OIpaBJisAA Jlake Oecrops/ika CBOeH ojiexk-
nbl. Katoch, Korzia s pasriisjiesl Bce IeTaIH, TO XOTs He U3BHU-
HIWI, HO TIOHsJI IIOCTYIIOK apecTaHTa: ocoba Oblyia BechMa cob-
JIA3HUTEJIbHAA.

HuHa crasa ycriokanBaTh HE3HAKOMKY, U Ta IIOHEMHOTY IIPH-
nuia B cebs. Okazaioch, UTO ee MaTh octasach y Hukosaes-
CKOTO BOK3aJIa, BCe ellle HajlesiCh, YTO MPHUJIET MOe3/l, a OHA Bep-
HyJIaCh HA MHUHYTY JOMOU B3SITh KOW-KaKHe 3a0bIThIE BTOPO-
TISIX IParoIeHHOCTH ¥ HapBaJlach Ha IPUKJIIOYEHHE.

Tak Kak s y>Ke He UMeJT HaJIesK/Ibl Ha MIPUOBITHE 1T0e3/1a, U
TaK KaK BU€HHAss MHOIO CIleHa IIPUHY/INJIa MeHs BeChbMa ILJI0-
TOSTHO IOIVIA/BIBATh HAa HUHY, TO MBI IPOBOJAWJIHM CIIACEHHYIO
Hamu juib 10 Hesckoro, rae 610 6€30macHo, a CaMH OT-
MIPaBUJIMCh UCKATh MPHUIOTA HA HOYb.

B nepBoii 006,11000BaHHOM HaMU KBapTHPE Mbl HAOpesu Ha
nokoitHuka. OH Jiexkajl Ha CTOJIe BO BCEM Iapajie, MOKPBIThIN
MapYOBHIM ITOKPOBOM; KPYTOM CTOSLTH TIOZICBEYHHUKH, ObLJT aHa-
JIOH 771 UTera; HO CBEYH He TOpeJIH, UTella He ObLIO0, U JIUIIb
TPYIHBIN 3amax Iapuj B KOMHare. YKuBble HaAIIHM, YTO CO-
BEPIIIEHHO JIUIITHEE UM XOPOHUTh ITOKOMHUKA, €CJIH 3TO Oeper
Ha ce0a komera. ITOKOMHUK TOMKe HaXOAWUJ, YTO 3TO JIUIIIHEE;
OH JIEKAJT B TOP?KECTBEHHOM MOJTYaHUU U HE JKAJIOBAJICH.

Bo BcsikOM citydae, cOce/ICTBO OKOMHUKA M 0COOEHHO ero
3alax HaM He OYeHb IOHPABUJIUCH, TeM OoJiee, YTO BHIOOP OBbLI
oOIIUpHBIA. MBI CKOPO HAIIM IYCTYIO, OY€HBb IIUKAPHYIO
KBapTHUPY, 3aIlePJIKCh B HEW U MPEIATUChH, 10 BhIpayKeHUI0 bo-
KKa44Ho, BOCTOPIaMm JIIOOBHU.

YToMJIeHHbIE U3JTUAHUSIMH YyBCTB, Mbl HAaKOHEI[ 3aCHYJIU.
W BOT MHe MPUCHUJICS COH, KOTOPBIH f XOUy paccKa3aTh TEM
U3 MOUWIX UHMTaTeJIeH, Y KOTOPhIX XBAaTHJIO TEPIEHUs JOUYUTATh
Jio aToro Mecra. [Ipeaympekaaio, OJHAaKO, YTO COH — J[OBOJIb-
HO JIJIMHHBIA U IOBOJIPHO YEIyIITHUCTHIH.



XXI

CHuitoch MHe (3TO y2K OOBIYHOE Hayasio, ¥ [I0YeMy MHE UM
He BOCII0JIb30BaThCA?), UTO A CTOI0 BBICOKO HaJl TOPOJIOM — I/ie
MMEHHO, He 3Hal0, MOXKeT ObITh, Ha KyTosie Vcaakus, — U CMOT-
pIo Ha 3amaj; 3aMeTbhTe, A 3HAI0, YTO Ha 3amaj. Ilogo MHOIO
YUHHBIE PAABI KPBIII, 32 HUMU PACCTIIAETCS IIMPOKOE BOJHOE
IIPOCTPAHCTBO. Brasiu BUJIHBI OYepTaHUA KAKOTO-TO OCTPOBA,
JIO/KHO ObITh, KpoHIIITaATa M IBYX MPOTHUBOIIOJIOKHBIX Oepe-
roB Kponmrraarckoi ryoel. 3auem s cMOTPIO Tyza? TakoBo, Ha-
JIO IyMaTh, II0BeJIeHue BiacTuTesisi cHoB Mopdes. OxHuM cio-
BOM, 51 CMOTPIO, HE OTBOZ IJI1a3.

Bapyr s omymaio Ha JivIe JyHOBEHHE Pe3KO0-XOJIO0JHOTO
BeTpa; ellle MUHYTA, U 5TO J[yHOBEHUe IIpeBpalllaeTcs B yparas,
OereHbIi MOPHIB KOTOPOTO €/1BA HE CTAJIKUBAET MEHS C MOETO
Mecra. Hebo /iestaeTcs cTpamrHo-MpavHbIM, YePHO-CUHUM.

MHe ObI CONTH, HO HET; COHHbIE JeHCTBUA HUKOIJA He OT-
JIMYAIOTCA JIOTUYHOCTHIO, 2 IOTOMY f CTOIO U JlaXKe He 33/1a10
cebe BOIpoca; IoUYeMy s He CXOKY?

U BOT Ha MOUX IJIa3aX MOpe HauyuHaeT pacty; KpoHmrraar
U OT/IaJIEHHbIE T00EPEKbs CKPBIBAIOTCA IO/ BOJIOI0, M1 OYpHBIE
BOJTHBI OecITpenATCTBEHHO KaTATcA K [TeTepbypry. f BiKy, kak
OHH NPUOJIKAIOTCA TPOMAZHBIMU, BO BCIO IIUPUHY 3aJIMBA,
IIPaBUJIbHBIMU BaJIaMU, U CTapaloCch COCYUTATDh UX, XKeJlas 3a-
YyeM-TO Y3HaTbh, KOTOPBIN U3 HUX JIeBATHIA. Ho /BMKeHue myTaeT
CUerT, /la ¥ HeT CPei HUX HU OJIHOTO BBIJIAIOIIETOCs; BEpHee,
BCe OHHU BBIJIAIONINECA U BCe OJJUHAKOBO CTPAIIIHBI.

MHoI0 OBJIaJIeBaeT y:Kac, yCUINBAEMBIN TeM, UTO 5 Bce-Ta-
KU HE MOTY TPOHYThCS C MECTA.

Ban 3a BasioM HasieTaeT Ha TOPOJ M, MHE KaXKeTcsl, s CJIbI-
IIy MATKUH [IyM BJIMBAIOIIENCSA B PAJIBI IOMOB BOAHOM MacChI.

HoBpIii y2kac MprcoeArHAETCS K 9TOMY: Ha TOPH30HTE BCTAET
TyMaH, ObICTPO HJIET K TOPOAY U TYCTBIM MOJIOYHO-6€eIbIM 00-
JIAaKOM 3aKyThIBaeT Bce. fl y’K HUUero He BUXKY, HO BCe-TaKH
CJIBIIIIY IIIYM BJIUBAIOIIEHNCA BOJbI, TOKPHIBA€MbI BpeMs OT
BpeMeHHU OTUYasAHHBIM KPUKOM ThICSAY rOpTaHeH.
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A HaumHaAWO 037100/AThCA. UTO K 3TO, 4epT BO3bMHU? be3
IIpeyTnpeXxiennsi, 6e3 BCAKOH oTcpouku! To Bepx 6e300pasusi!

Bapyr Tymak o3apsercs ApKHM CBETOM; CBeT 3TOT CTaHO-
BUTCA BCE CUJIbHee, U HaKOHeIl CKBO3b MIJIy TyMaHa IOKa3bl-
BaeTcs IPOMaJIHbIN OTHEHHBIH IIap, 3aHUMAIOIINi oyHeba. B
roJIoBe MOel mpoOeraeT MbICIIb:

— A, BoT koMmeta! IIpekpacHo! Teneps OHa Bce NpUBeJET K
O/THOMY 3HaMeHATeJIIo.

OrHeHHBIU IIAp Jie1aeTcs ellle OOJIbIlle; 1 Pa3Invaio CTPyU
IJIAMEHU Ha HEM; 5TU CTPYU KACAIOTCSA y>Ke MEHs, JIMKYT MEHS
CBOMMH A3BIKAMU, HO O0OJIH A He YyBCTBYIO. Ellle MTHOBEHUE...

Bce kpyrom mcueszaer. MepTBasi THIIIMHA U HEIPOTJIA/IHASA
HOYb. f Hecych B MEXKAYIJIAHETHOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE U IyMao:

— W uto 370 yueHble HaBpau? ['0BOpAT, TeMIepaTypa MeK-
JIyIIAHETHOTO TIPOCTPAHCTBA OKOJIO 142° Ienbcus HUKe HyJIA,
a MHe coBceM He X0J10/1HO. Korjia BepHych, HEIpEMEHHO IO/ -
HUMY 110 3TOMY IOBOJy CKaH/1a1!

Jloyiro jiv, KOPOTKO JIX, HO IIepefl0 MHOIO0 HaKOHeI| BBIpU-
COBBIBAETCA KaKasg-TO POMajiHAs Macca, U f 3HaI0, YTO 3TO
Mapc. I'm..! Tlouemy Mapc! OTkyzaa s 3Ha0 3T0? J, HE BCE JIU
paBHO? OHUM CJIOBOM, A Jiedy K Mapcy, U y MeHs sBJIAETCA
CUJIbHOE OIlaCeHHe, YTO IIPU MaJIeHUU C TAKOU BBICOTHI OT Me-
HsI OCTaHeTCs JIMIIb BOCTIOMUHAHUE B BU/IE TIJIEBKa. Bee, o/iHa-
KO, 06X0ouTCsA 6J1aromoJIydHO: BOT S CTOIO y’Ke Ha mouBe Map-
ca ¥ ¢ JIIOOOIIBITCTBOM OCMAaTPUBAIOCh.

Kpyrom moryuyasi, Tponuueckas pacTUTeIbHOCTb TEMHO-3e-
JIEHOTO I[BeTa B HEBUJIAHHOM OOWJIMU U Pa3HOOOpasuu pacTy-
TeJbHBIX ¢opM. Cpeay yaiiy 3eJeHU CTPOeHUs MPUYYAJINBO-
ro BHJIa, CTOSAIINE HA BBICOKUX CTOJIOAX, TaK YTO IOJ 3TUMU
CTPOEHUSAMU MOXKHO OBLIO OBI XOIUTH, eciu OBbI He Melasa ry-
CTas CTeHA PaCTeHUU; HaBepXy CTPOEHHA 5TU 3aKAaHUUBAIOTCA
IUTOIIAZIKOU C TIEpUJIaMU; HU CT€H, HU KPBIIII HET.

A craparoch TOHATH, 771 Yero OBl TAKHWE COOPYKEHUs: He
Ha0JII0/1aTeJIbHBIE JIM 9TO BBIINIKYA HA CIy4al HAIIECTBUA HEI-
pusrtensa? Ho kak Tyza B30upaThcs?

Bckope, BpoueM, MOU HeJIOyMeHUs Pa3pelialoTces: Ha O -
HOU M3 IJIOIIA/IOK IOSIBJISIETCA CYIIIECTBO, BIIOJIHE IIOXOKee Ha
YyeJ0BeKa, HO 6e3 BCAKOU O7[e3K/bl; OHO JIOJITO C UHTEPECOM
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paccMaTpuBaeT MeHs, 3aTeM BO3BpallaeTcs 0OpaTHO U uyepe3
MUHYTY IIOABJIAETCA C JIeTaTeJbHBIM anmiapaTomM. Heckosibko
B3MaxOB KpbUIbeB, U obuTaTesib Mapca nepesio MHot. OH, oka--
3BIBAETCS, CJIOKEH BIIOJIHE IIO-HAIIEMy U CO BCEMH aTpuOyTa-
MH.

CnoycruBiiuch Ha 3eMJTI0, To Ouib, Ha Mapc, Ty3eMmer oc-
TapJisieTe CBOU ammapaT U 0OBIKHOBEHHBIM CIIOCO0OM, T. €. IIe-
IIOYKOM MpUOJIHKaeTcs KO MHE U, IEPBBIM J€JIOM, IIyIaeT
MOH KUBOT. fI OTTaJIKUBAIO €ro pyKy, U060 OOIOCh IMIEKOTKH, U
HeZJOBOJIbHBIM TOHOM 3aABJIAI0:

— OcraBbTe, uepT Bo3bMu! UTo 3a GaMUIBAPHOCTD C HE3-
HAKOMBIM 4Y€JIOBEKOM?

MapcuaHuH yJIUBJIEH.

— Ho kak ke nHaYe MHEe IPUBETCTBOBATH T€O?

A tak sTo — npuserctBue! Hy, Torma apyroe geno, Xotd
BCce-Taku IekoTHO! Ho A He MOry yImycTUTH ciydas IpocCBe-
TUTDb U, HUCKOJIBKO He YAUBJIAACH TOMY, YTO MBI C MapCHUAaHU-
HOM FOBOPHM Ha OJTHOM U TOM e A3BbIKe U IIPUTOM I10-PyCCKH,
OTBeYa:

— MBbI, HUBUJIN30BaHHBIE KUTEJHU 3€MJIH, 37[0pOBaeMcs
MHaye.

C aTuMu csioBamu s 6epy mpaByo PyKy MapCUaHUHA U APY-
»KeJII00HO KMy U Tpscy ee. OH 6e3pOIOTHO TOKOPSAETCA 3TOMY
SKCIIEPUMEHTY, HO IOTOM CaM TPSICET OCBOOOXKIEHHYIO PYKY,
yTOOBI CKOpee U30aBUTHCSA OT OO MOEro JIPY>KECKOTO PYKO-
IIOXKaTHs, A ellle IOTOM 3aMeydaeT ¢ yTHETEeHHBIM BU/IOM:

— 9TO AOBOJIBHO GOJIBHO U MPUTOM HEJOTHYHO. Thl cam
TOBOPHUILB: «3/10poBaeMcsa». YTO 3HaUUTh 3/J0pOBATHCA?

— OcBeoOMJIATBCA O 37J0POBbe, — OTBEYAIO 1 HEZJOyMeBalo-
UM TOHOM.

— Hy Bot! A Kak ke 51 OCBEIOMJIIOCH O TBOEM 3/I0POBbE,
€CJTH He UCCIIEAYIO ¥ TeOs XKeJry1Ka?

I'M... BOT T/1e, 3HAUYHUT, 3apbITa cobaka! UTo 3K, 3TO JOBOJIb-
HO PE30HHO!

— HTak, 4TO BBl MOXKETE CKA3aTh O MOEM KeJIyfKe?

— OH, 04eBU/THO, HE3/IOPOB: TaM CHJIbHOE OpOJKEHUE.

— A nymaro, 3TO IPOCTO OT TOJI0/A.

100



— Bosmorkao. Ho moyeMy ThI TOBOPUIIIL MHE «BbI»? Besb g
O/IVH.

Al onATk cornamamck.

— Xoporio, 1 6yxy ¢ Bamu Ha «Tel». Ho y Hac Ha 3emie,
€CJIM XOYelIb OBITh C TIOCTOPOHHUM YeJIOBEKOM Ha «TBI», TO
00s3aTeIbHO JI0JIPKEH COBEPIIUTH 0CO0YI0 MPOoLeypy: BO-TIep-
BBIX, BBIITUTh Yero-HUOY/Ib IOKpeye, HO BBIIIUTH HE IIPOCTO, a
HeIIPpeMEeHHO IPOoJieB PYKY ¢ OOKasioM MJIN PIOMKOH 3a pyKy
JIpyroro " IpOJIMB IIPU 3TOM YacTh HAIIUTKA Ha IJIaTbe CBOE
WIN 9y’Koe — 3TO 6e3pa3jIndHO, — MOTOM IIOIeJIOBAThCH, A
IIOTOM HaumOoJiee ycepAHbIe ITOCIeA0BATEN PUTYasla elle BbI-
pyraroT ApyT ipyra.

MapcuaHuH yIuBJIeH U Aaxke 03a/1adeH. [TogymaB HeCKOJIb-
KO CEKYH/I, OH IIPE3PUTEJIHHO LIEJTUT CKBO3b 3YObI:

— Kaxkue riynoctu!

IToToM KaTeropuvecky 3asBJseT:

— ¥ Bac Ha 3eMiie, BEpOATHO, HEYEro /Ie/1aTh.

— Kak Tak? — BO3MyIIamch .

— Koneuno! Pa3Be 3aHATOMY 4eJI0BEKY MOXKHO AyMaTh O
TaKUX OECCMBICJIEHHBIX ITyCTAKaX?

f onATh He MOTY HUYEro BO3Pa3UTh, HO, YTOOBI BBIBEP-
HYTbCS, 3aBOKY Pa3rOBOP O IOCTOPOHHUX Belllax:

— YTO 5TO 32 MOCTPOUKU?

— JTO0 HaIIU JoOMa, — OTBeYaeT MapCUaHUH, a 3aTeM IOosC-
HSET: — MBI 3/1€Ch JKUBEM.

9TO NOsACHEHHE cOBceM 0DecKypakUBaeT MeHsA: OUeBU/IHO,
MapCHUaHWUH CaMOI'0 HU3KOI'O MHEHHA O MOUX YMCTBEHHBIX CII-
coOHoCTAX. fl BHEPTUYHO TPACY rOJI0OBOH B YTBEPAUTEIHBHOM
CMBICJIe, JKeslas I0Kas3aTh, 4TO S IOHMMAalo, 4TO 1 OYeHb BeJsu-
KOJIEITHO TIOHUMAI0, U CTapaloch IIOIIPABUTHCA:

— Hy, BbI TO2Ke He OYEHb YMHBI: I0YEMY Y BaC HET KPBIIII?

— Kakux xppimr?

— Jla BOT TaKOro IPUKPBITUSA CBEPXY.

U g crapatoch xecTamMu JaTh MIpe/iCTaBIeHUe O KPBIIIe.

— 3aueM ke OHO?

A 5, HaKOHeI], TIOMMaJI MapCUAHNHA B TOPAa3UTEIbHOM He-
BeXkecTBe!

— Jla Ha cyryyail 10K/, HalIpuMep.
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— YTO 3HAYUT JOXKAb?

Jto yxacHo! dTo Bepx uanorcrsa! He moHumarse, 4To 3Ha-
guT 103%/16! Ho 5 TepriesBo 00bACHAIO:

— Jlox /b, 5TO — KOI'/Ia UJIeT CBEPXY BOJIA.

— Kakasa Boza?

Ax, paciuiubu tebs komap! Kak MHe OOBACHUTH €My, 4TO
Takoe Bojia? Ho MapcuaHUH BeIpyJYaeT MeHs:

— ¥ Hac BoOOIIIe HUYETo He UJIET CBEPXY.

— Ha kol ke 7] BBl YyCTPOWIN TaKye TUTAaHTCKHE KaHa-

JIBI?

— Kaxkune xaHaseI?

— JIa BOT HaM BUHBI C 3eMJIN SJaKHe II0JIOCHI.

— TakoBo cTpoeHHe HallleH IJIAHETHI, a MBI 3/IeCh HE IIPH
yeM.

A HauynHaI0 MOA03peBaTh, UTO HE MAapCUAHUH IJIYI, HO B
ocJjieJHe OTYasAHHOM [IONIBITKE 3asABJISIO:

— U creH y Bac HeT. Bbl He 3amullieHbl HU OT BETPA, HU OT
X0JIO/1A.

— Berep, xos01? — HegoyMeBamllle IOBTOPAET Mapcua-
HUH. UTo 53T0 Takoe? MbI HUUEro 3TOTO HE 3HAEM.

Hy, s okoHuaTesibHO moru6! Hamo mpekpaTtuTh 3Ty 1mMo30p-
HYIO JIJI1 MeHd NONBITKY HAy9UTh MapCUAaHUHA 3€MHOMY OIBI-

A obpa1aro cBoe BHUMaHYeE Ha JIeTaTeJIbHBIN aImapar.

Hazno Bam 3HaTh, YTO HEKOI/ia A MOTPATUJI MHOTO MO3TO-
BOH M MYCKYJIbHOW SHEPI'UU U JlakKe HEKOTOPOe KOJINYEeCTBO Jie-
Her Ha n300peTeHNe Pa3HbIX JIeTaTeJIbHBIX MAlluH, 0OHAPY-
JKUBIIMX HA OIBITE HEOOBSACHHUMOE, HO BechbMa IIPHUCKOpPOHOE
BJIeUeHHE K 3eMHOH moBepxHocTH, /la, 6oppba Mos ¢ BO3/yIII-
HBIM IIPOCTPAHCTBOM HOCHUJIA, IOMCTUHE, TUTAHUYECKUH Xa-
paxrep!

A nymaro, HUKTO U3 3pUTEJIEH, MPUCYTCTBOBABIINX P
IIEPBOM MOEM OTIBITE, He 3a0y/IeT ero.

Eme 3azonro A0 mpeicTaBieHUs BCEM COCENAM OBLIO
WU3BECTHO, YTO 51 COOUPAIOCH 10JIeTeTh. Y JINYHO, U 3a0YHO 5
BBICJIYIIIaJI MHOTO TOPBKHX JIJIsI MOETO CaMOJTIOONA COMHEHHH,
HO, UMesi HaMepeHHe MOPa3UTh MUP, HUCKOJIBKO He 00ecKy-
pakuBasics 3TuM. HakoHel, anmapaT ObLJI TOTOB, MECTO JJIs
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roJieta 6110 N30paHo: OOJIbIIasA IpeKpacHas IoJIsTHA 3a Jla-
yamu. JleTuInek codpasoch BUAUMO-HEBUAUMO, HO U B3POC-
Jible He 00H/1eJT MEHS PABHOAYIIIHEM.

CHauasia Bce ObLJIM MOpPa’KeHbI I'PAHAUO3HOCTHIO pa3Me-
POB KPBLIbEB, COCTOABIINX U3 JBYX MPUJIA’KEHHBIX K [E€HT-
PaJIbHOMY CTEP?KHIO TPOMAIHBIX JIePEBSIHHBIX PaM, Ha KOTO-
phle ObLT HATSHYT KOJIEHKOP 110 8 KOII. 3a apIIuH. MaJTbUUIIKU
MPU3HAJIN 3TO 3a JIBa TUTAHTCKUX 3Mes, COeINHEHHbIX BMeC-
Te, U BU3KAJIU, IPEJIBKyIIas BocTopr 3penuima. OgHako 60-
Jiee OIBITHBIE W HAOJII0aTeIbHbIE TPOPOYMIIH ITOJTHYIO Hey-
Jlayy BBU/IY OTCYTCTBHsI XBOCTA.

S TBepZIbIMU IIATaMH TIOZIOIIE]T K CBOEMY COOPY?KEHHUIO, ITPO-
JIeJ1 PYKH B COOTBETCTBYIOIIHME IIETJIN JJIs YIIPaBJIEHUs all-
IapaToM, HOTH IIOCTaBWJI B IIPHUOOD, UMEBIIUN IEIbI0 YCHUIU-
BaTh BEJIMYMHY pa3Maxa KPbLIbEB, €llle Pa3 OTJIAHYJI BCEX C
TOPABIM BHUIOM, HACJIaXK/1asiCh CBOUM TOPIKECTBOM, B3MaxXHYJI
KPBUIBSIMH H.... U TI0JIeTeJ. B3Max KpbLIbeB BBIBEJT allllapaT U3
COCTOSTHHSI PABHOBECHSI, U 51 TIOBAJIWJICA Ha ciuHy. HampacHo st
TpemneTay U pyKaMH, 1 HOTaMH: allllapaT U KPbLJIOM HE ITOBEJI,
HaXOo/Is1 MPUHATOE UM U MHOIO ITOJIOKEHNE CaMbIM €CTECTBEH-
HBIMU U1 0€30IaCHBIM.

A TyT ellle KaKON-TO MOPOCEHOK BU3KUT:

— I roBopwuJ1, 6€3 XBOCTa HUYETO HE BBIH/IET.

A npyroii no6aBu 6acKoM:

— Jla y HUX 1 6€4€eBKH HeT.

CuIbHO CMYIIEHHBIN, s1 KOW-KaK BHICBOOOMIICS 1 BCTAJI Ha
Horu. MHe OBl HpeKpaTuTh 3TO yAoBoJsibcTBHEe! Ho Mos He-
cuacTHas 3Be3/1a 3aCTaBUJIa MEHs C/IeJIaTh BTOPYIO MOIBITKY.

[TocTaBUB anmapar CHOBa B BEPTUKAJIbHOE TOJIOXKEHUE, 5
OTATH MPUWIAUIICSA U B3MAXHYJI KPbUIbSIMHU.

Cnepsa anmapart ObLT Kak OyATO B HEPEIIUTEIHbHOCTH, Ky/ia
JIy4Ille JIETE€Th, HO II0CJIE BTOPOTO 3HEPTHYHOTO B3MaxXa €ro
COMHEHUS UCYE3JIH, U 51 IOUYBCTBOBAJ, YTO OBICTPO Jiedy BHU3
HocoM. [TozBepHYBIIIHIICA KaMEeHb CUJIBHO TIOBPEIUJI MO HOC;
BCTaTh 0€3 MOCTOPOHHEH IMOMOIIM s He MOT, U IIPH MOEM OC-
BOOOKIEHUHU KPbUIbs OBLINM JOCTATOYHO ITOIIOPYEHBI. 3aTeM 5
OTHEC almapar JOMOMU, a MaJIbUHUIIKU CJI€IOM IUISCATH JTUKYIO
capabanpy.
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JlaspHeIIre MOY OTIBITKY OBJIA/IETh BO3/AYIIIHON 00JIaCTHIO
JIeJIIHCH YK€ HOYBIO, B YeUHEHUH, 6€3 MPUCYTCTBUS HA30M-
JINBOH, 3aBUCTJIUBOM TOJIIIBI, TOTOBOM OCMEATh BEJIUKYIO CMe-
syto uzneto. Ho ax! Onu He 66111 OT 3TOTO yAauHee. HanpoTus,
IOCJIeTHUY MOUM ONBIT 03HAMEHOBAJICA CAMBIM T'OPECTHBIM
KOHIIOM.

O6xyMbIBasg IPpUUMHY MOUX HeyJlad, s MPUIIEN] K 3aKJIIO-
YeHUIO, YTO ammapar CJAUIIKOM PAaHO TepseT paBHOBecHe, He
JlaBast KPbUIbSIM Pa3BUThH JOCTATOUHYIO MOABEMHYIO cuiy. Ilo-
STOMY f PEIINJI CIeJIaTh OMBIT Ha KaKON-HUOYAb BO3BHIIIEH-
HOCTH, CIIPaBEJJTUBO PACCYKAas, YTO, PUHYBIIHCH C Hee, S OKa-
JKyCh B HHBIX YCJIOBUAX OMBITA, UEM Ha TJIAJIKOH IIOIIAN; TaK
JKe BIIOJTHE OCHOBATEJIBLHO 1 MPEANOJIOKII, YTO U Pe3yJIbTaT
Oy/ieT MHOM, YeM paHbIIIe.

BriOpaB /11 ombITa OOJIBIINYIO MY, U3 KOTOPOH Opasiu me-
COK, C KPYTOU CTEHKOU BBIIIMHON OKOJIO ABYX CaKEHEH, 5 yc-
TAaHOBUJI CBOM MpPHUOOP HA caMOM Kpalo H, /1aB EMy HAaKJIOH B
CTOPOHY MBI, Ha4aJI MaxaTh KpbUibAMU. [Ipennpusarue 3aBep-
IIUJI0Ch OJIMCTATETbHBIM PE3YJIbTaTOM: KPbUIbS IPEBPATHIINCH
B Ky4y MAJIOK, OOTAHYTHIX KOJIEHKOPOM, LIeHTPaJIbHBIN CTEP-
JKeHb CJIOMAJICS U OAHUM KOHIIOM YyTh HE IPOTKHYJI MHE CITU-
Hy, Pa30pBaB IIPH 3TOM KYPTKY, a f CaM... 51 TIOJIy4HJ JIPYTUM
KOHIIOM II0 3aTBUIKY, 0007[pajl HECKOJIBKO JIUI0, BBIBUXHYJIA
PYKY B CKPOMHO TOTLJIEJICS JIOMOU, PafysiCh, YTO HOYHAS TEM-
HOTa CKpbLIa MOU MOJBUT U, 0COOEHHO, €r0 MOC/IE/ICTBHA.

Tenepb BbI MOKeTe MOHATH, KAKOU MHTepec BO30OYIHI BO
MHe JieTaTeJIbHBIY amnmapar, CIy>KUBIINH JIJIA COBCEM HUHOTO
Ha3HauyeHUs, yeM N300peTeHHbIN MHOIO, U CIY>KUBIINU BIIOJI-
He HCIPABHO U I06pocoBecTHO. f mpubausmica K HeMy ¢ KO-
BapHOU I1€JIbI0 BBICMOTPETD, B UEM JIeJIO, U 110 BO3BPAIeHUHN
Ha 3eMJTiO (B KOTOPOM f IIOYEMY-TO HE COMHEBAJICS) BOCIOJIb-
30BaThcA uzeero MapcuaH. Ho, kak Bcerya ObIBaeT, 51, IPOCHYB-
IIUCH, HAIIIEJI, YTO WJIes MaIIuHbI Ha 3eMJie, 10 KpallHel Me-
pe, HUKyZa He ToguTcA. A xaib! fI BriosIHe 3aCiIy>Kuil Harpazy
3a MpeTepIUIEHHbIE PaHbIlle HACMEIIKH, PACXObI  CTPAJIAHUS
BO M3 BBICOKOTO CTPeMJIEHHUS K HEOY.

Bropouem, MHe U He IPUIIIOCh PACCMOTPETh MAllIUHY, KaK
cnenyet. Bosyie MeHs1 ouyTHIach MapcUaHKa, IPEXOPOIIeHb-
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Kasg U B KOCTIOME CTpPaHBI, T. €. 03 BCAKOr0 KOCTIOMAa, 4TO,
BIIPOYEM, JIEJIAJIO €e, Ha MOU B3IVIAJ, €llle IMPHBJIeKaTeIbHee.
S HeMeJIJIEHHO MPUHSLJICS BEXKJIUBEHITNM 00pa30M IIPUBETCT-
BOBaTh ee 110 UX oObluar. Ho oHA mouyeMy-TO OTBeJa MOIO
PyKy. fI Bce-Taku mpojioJnKai 370poBaThes. TyT MapcuaHuH, ¢
JIIOOOTIBITCTBOM HAOJTIOZABIIIUI 32 MHOIO, KOT/Ia s OCMaTPHUBAJI
armapar, ¢ HeroJIOBaHUEM CXBATUJI MEHS 34 IJIEYO. ..

XXII

A oTKpbLI T1a34.

Hwuna ycepaHOo Tepebuia Moe IJ1e4Y0 U, 3aMEeTHUB, UTO 5 IPO-
CHYJICS, IIIyTJIUBO MPOJIeTeTaia:

— YTo 510 TEbe B3/TyMasIOCh IIyIaTh MOU KUBOT?

Al mocMoTpes1 Ha Hee XOPOIIEHbKO U HallleJl, YTO OHAa HUC-
KOJIPKO He Xy’>Ke TOH MapCHaHKH, IO3HAKOMHUTHCA C KOTOPOU
oHa moMerasia MHe. [I03TOMy s1 TPOCTUJI €l ATOT MPOCTYIOK,
pacIieyioBasi, Kak CJIeAyeT, U CTaj 0JleBaThCs, paccka3biBast Hu-
He JIUIS1 pa3BJIeYeHUs BUJIEHHBIN COH.

On mpou3sBest Ha HuHy BieuatsieHne, COBEPIIIEHHO IS Me-
Hs HEOXKUJIAaHHOEe: OHA BJIPYT IPUTOPIOHUJIACH U, HA MOU BOII-
POCBHI O IPUYHMHE TAKOTO YAWBUTEJIHHOTO ITOBEJIEHU, KallpU3-
HO-CEPAXUTHIM TOHOM IIpobopMoTaia:

— A moueMy TbI He MeHs BO CHe BUIeJI?

S cpenas Obosplve riasa;

— PasBe 3T0 Tak HY>KHO?

— KoHeuHo: 51 He X04y, 4TOOBI Thl BUET KOTO-HUOYAb, KPO-
Me MeHS.

Bor oH, gecriotusm sir06Bu! Ho Bce paBHO, CKOPO MIPHU/IETCS
IIOMUpAarTh, U He CTOUT crnoputs. IloaTomy A saBepusr Huny,
YTO B JIpPyTOH pa3 s HeIPeMeHHO YBHKY OJ[HY €€ BO CHE, U MBI
OTIIPABUJIMCh HA TIOMCKH ITPOBU3UU.

— He orcraBars! — rpo3Ho kpuuy s Hune.

— fI — masieHbKasi, — MPOCUTETBHO MUIIUT OHA.

— Hy?
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Henb3s Ha MeHs opaTh! U He paszeBail THI Tak y?KaCHO CBOIO
acThb!

A cnepskuBato yyIbIOKy W, MOJTYA, IIIaTar0 BIIEPEI.

Ha nectHune cuauT rpOMaJHBIA KOT U MeJIAaHXOJIMYECKH
MYPJIbIYET.

— A 1 ceifuac KoTy s13bIK ITOKa3asia. OH CMOTPUT HA MEHS U
JlyMaert: Hy, HO IJIyIias JIN Thl IEBUOHKA?

A Bce-Taku HU4Yero HO roBopro. HuHa noroHseT MeHs, Je-
JIaeT U3 MOeU PyKU MPAMOH YToJI ¢ BEPIINHOU B JIOKTE, BKJIA-
JIBIBAET TyZla CBOIO PYUKY, IPMKUMaeTcAd KO MHe U 3arJIsa/ibl-
BaerT B IJIa3a:

— Yero ThI Tako# Oyka?

A ceiiuac BoBce He Oyka B JIyIlle, HO 110 HEMIOHATHOM JJIsI
MeHsI caMOro IpuurHe (MOXKeT ObITh, 3aBUAYs OecCcO3HATEh-
HO ee JKHU3HEPAaJIOCTHOCTH), HAITyCKalo Ha cebs ere OOJIBIIYIO
YTPIOMOCTH ¥ CKBO3b 3yOBbI IEXKY:

— Tak, uto-TO HeBecesio. Bmpouem, 1 HET 0COOBIX TPUYUH
K BECEJIBIO.

— AX THI, ThI HETOAHEBIH! A UTO A ¢ TOOOIO, 3TO A TebsT —
He IIpu4ynHa?

Sl MBIUy YTO-TO HACYET YbETO-TO HEOOBIUYAHHOTO CAMOMHeE-
HUS U YCTPEMJIAIO B30p B HEOO, XOTA TaM HUYEro 3aHUMa-
TeJIBHOTO He BU/THO.

Hwuna HazyBaer ryOKU M XOUYeT BBIPBATh CBOIO PYUKY, HO s
He IIyCKalo; Bce-TaKU Mbl UJIEM UYyTh JIU HA apIIUH JIPYT OT
Apyra.

ITorcky HAIIM HA 3TOT pa3 HEAOCTATOUHO YCIENIHbI: B KOJI-
OacHBIX TOBapa y:Ke HET; HAIIUITUCh PaHbIIE JIpyTUE MOKyIaTe-
Jin; B OyJIOUHBIX XJ1eba TOKe COBCEM MaJIO, /1a U TOT, KOHEYHO,
cyxapb-cyxapeM. Bce-Taku Mbl 6epeM, CKOJIBKO €CTh, & B MOJIOU-
HOU HaXOJUM KYCOK KaKOTO-TO 3aIrlJIeCHEBEBIIIETO chIpa. fI yBe-
psao0o HuHy, 4TO njieceHb MOXKHO Cpe3aTh, U MOJIYYUTCA IPeK-
PacHBIU ChIP; W MPUTOM, Cy/isd J0 IUIECEHU, OH JIOJKEH OBITh
CTapbIH, BbIZIEPKaHHBIN, HuHA Ope3rjInBO MOPIIUT HOCHK, HO
He BO3pakaeT U MBI OBJIa/IEBA€M «CTapbhIM, BbIJ€P:KaHHBIM»
CBIPOM.

BosBpammasch ¢ 1006b14ei, Mbl IPOXOJAUM MHMO MSICHOU U
obpaliaeM BHUMAaHKE Ha BBICTABJIEHHOE B OKHAX MsICO. DTO 3pe-
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saiie noxaet HuHe MbICab TOKa3aTh MHE CBOU KyJIMHAPHBIE
CBeJIEHUSA U CIIOCOOHOCTH. fI ¢ BOCTOPTOM IOJI/IEPKUBAIO ATy
uziero, IpeIBKyIas Hacjaak/leHHue CheCcThb TapesiKy, /iBe, JlaKe
TpU-4eThIpe ropAYux Iel, HanpuMmep. OFHAKO MACO HA OK-
HaX, HeCMOTPsA Ha 3aMaHYUBBIN BUJ, y>Ke 3/I0POBO IOIIAXU-
BaeT. HuHa mpuxoAuT B yHbIHUE, HO Sl BCIIOMHHAIO, YTO IIpU
MACHBIX OBIBAIOT JIETHUKH, I/le XPAHUTCA MACO,

ITocne HeOATUX MOUCKOB MBI HAXOJUM U JIEJTHUK, K cUac-
THIO JIJIsI HAC, HE 3alePThIi, a B HEM IIeJIble OOraTCTBA MscCA U
Jlayke TIEPBOCOPTHOM BBIPE3KH; TAK, IO KpaHEW Mepe, C BUJIOM
3HATOKa yTBep:kAaeT HuHa; HaXoauM U KamycTy, 1 KapTodes,
BCAKOTO PO/ia 3eJIE€HD, JJa’Ke CBEXKUE OTYPI[bI, XOTS OHU TEIePh
YK He OUEeHb CBEXKHE, a JJa’Ke OUEHb BSLIBIE.

HarpysuBiince, Kak BbIOYHBIE JKUBOTHBIE, MbI C TOP?KECTBOM
HeceM HaIl¥ NnpuobpeTeHus AO0MOU. BerpeuHble yibibaroTcs,
IJIAA HAa HAC, a HEKOTOPble OCBEJIOMJIAIOTCA, T7le Mbl I0ObLIN
CTOJIBKO A00pa.

ITocse 3aKycku HauuHaeTcs OXKUBJIEHHAsA CTPAMNHA B IIpe-
KpPaCHOH, CHA0KEHHOM BCEMU IIPUHA/JIEXKHOCTAMH KyxHe. CHa-
yajia BCTPETUJIOCHh 3aTPYAHEHUE C BOJOH, HO S Pa3pelInI ero,
Kak AstekcaHzip MakeoHCKUI: 6epy BeZpO U OTIPABJIAIOCH K
Hege; Bomy n3 Moiiku HuHa kateropmyecku OTpHUIIAeT:

— PasBe 3T0 Boa? ITO KaKHe-TO IOMOMU.

Bnpouewm, nytemectsue k HeBe ellfe jydiiie B CMBICIIE YCH-
JIEHUs aleTUuTa.

Haxosnen, Bce Hy:KHOe ]I cTpANHU Hamio. HuHa npuHm-
MaeTcs 32 J1eJ10, a A 110 CUJjle BO3MOKHOCTU Mellalo e, HAUBHO
moJsiaras, 4To y>KacHO IoJie3eH; Mexay TeM, HuHa BbICKa3bI-
BaeT TBeP/IyI0 YBEPEHHOCTb, UTO 5 TOXKYCh TOJIBKO, UYTOOBI IIPU-
HEeCTH /IPOB WK yOpaTh cOp

[Tocsie TOTO, KaK MeHs HECKOJIBKO Pa3 MOCTHI/THO U3TOHAIN
W3 KyXHHU, 51 PelIT HaKa3aTh HUHY CBOMM OTCYTCTBHEM H OT-
MIPaBUJICA BO BHYTPEHHUE KOMHATHI. BrKy mkad ¢ KHUramu;
OH 3amepT, HO YyBCTBO YBAXKEHUS K Uy>KOU COOCTBEHHOCTH 3a
MocJIe/IHYE THU Y HAC COBepIllleHHO aTpodupoBaiock. U kak,
nmoaymaelb, ckopo! IToaTomMy s MpecroKOWHO pa3buBaio cTe-
KJIO, BHIHUMAIO OCKOJIKH, Y BOT 5 y KJIa/ie3s1 JyXOBHOM IHUIIIH.
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Ha orromaHKy Bo3zJyiaraeTrcs MOAYyIIKa U MOe JJINHHOE Te-
JI0, ¥ sl IPUHUMAIOCh 32 UT€HHE, U3PEJIKa CTPOTO MOKPUKUBAS:

— Huna, nmopa 651 y2k 06e7aTh!

Ho oHa gaxke He xo4ueT MHe OTBeuaTh. f CiIBIILY, OJHAKO,
KaK OHA TPEMUT UeM-TO B CTOJIOBOHM M yCIIOKauBaIOCh, CIpa-
BeJIJINBO paccyk7jas, 4YTO OHA HACTOJIBKO >Ke, HACKOJIbKO U 4,
3aMHTEPEeCOBaHA B CKOpeUIlleM HacTYIUIEHHU 00eJIeHHOro 4a-
€a; a ecyIx YTO-J1M00 He TOTOBO, TO OHO, 3HAYUT, HE TOTOBO, U
HUYETO C 3TUM He MO/eJIaelllb.

Haxoner B ABepAX MOABJAETCA packpacHeBiadcd Huna u
TOPKECTBEHHO BO3TJIAIIAET:

— Kymars nnosaso!

A BcTalo, BRIXOKY B CTOJIOBYIO U M37al0 KJIUK BOCTOPTa:
MIPEKPACHO HAKPBITHIN CTOJI, BEJIUKOJIEITHAs TIOCY/Aa, Aaxe Oe-
JIOCHEKHBIE caipeTKU, U CPEeIU BCETO ITOT'O MUCKA C AbIMI-
mMes cynoM. f cakych, 3aKpbIBaloCch cayipeTKOU U ¢ KaKUM-
TO 61aroroBeHNeM IpUHUMaI0 U3 pyk HuHBI Tapesky ToroO,
YTO OHA Ha3bIBaeT IJaMU; OHU HeJ0COJIEHBI, BepHee, COBCEM
6e3 coJti, HO 3TOMY TOpIO ellle JIETKO IIOMOYb. £ costro, em, OnATh
COJIIO, CheJlal0 TAaKUM 00pa3oM /iBe TapeJIK{, YMOJIAI O Tpe-
Thel, Ho HuHa OoTpunaTespbHO TPACET FOJIOBOU U YXOJUT B
KYXHIO 32 BTOPBIM OJIIOZIOM.

U BOT — 0 6orH! — MOSABJIAIOTCA BEJTUKOJIEITHbIE OUIITEK-
CBI ¢ KapTodeseM U MOJIOABIMU OTypIaMU. TO OKOHYATETHHO
CPa3ujI0 MeHs, U MOCJe ABYX OCHOBATEJIbHBIX OMMIITEKCOB A
MOT JIOUTH TOJIBKO JI0 OTTOMAHKH; Jajblile y MeHs He XBaTUJIO0
sHepruu. O, 310 66wt JIyKyJIITOBCKUM ITUp!

Ckopo ko MHe npucoeuHmwIach HuHa, 1 Mbl HaZyMasu Io-
YUTATh; HO KaK-TO HE3aMETHO UTEHUE IMePEIo B COH, U MBI
B3/IPEMHYJIM HEMHOKKO, YaCOK, IpyTrOH, TPETUH, YeTBEPTHIH.

Uro 3a xusHb! Iloes, mocman, noryssi, OonATh HOeN, MHo-
cnan u T. 1. VI Hukakou 3a60Thl 0 Oyzaymem! Bee paBHO, He 110-
MOZKEIIb.

Jlajeko He BCAKUH KOT MOJIb3YETCA TAKUM OJIa’KEHCTBOM.



XXIII

IIpocHyich MBI YacoB B 8 Beuepa U IOIYBCTBOBAJIM CTPa-
IITHYIO JKaXK/1y; BOJIbI HE OBLIO.

— IMo#gem, mouIemM B MeJIOYHOUN KBaca, — MPEJIOKUIA
Huna.

— A BeJib 5TO — MBICJIB!

ITouwmu 1 Hanuir. KBac ObLJI He OYEHDb XOJIOAHBIN: HO 3aTO
MIO3BOJIMJI HaM OOOUTHCH 0e3 MpOOOYHUKA, MO0 JOCTATOYHO
OBLIO Ha/ipe3aTh BEPEBOUKY, KaK MPOOKa JieTesia B MOTOJIOK, U
13 OYTHUIKY U3BEPrajics KacKaJl TEMHO-3KEJITOMN ITEeHBI.

YTOJIUB 3KaK/Ty, MBI B JOOPOM PacCIIOJIOKEHUH /IyXa OTIIpa-
BWJINCH NIPOTYJIATHCA K HUKOJIaeBCKOMY BOK3aly — He pajiu
moe3ia u3 MockBbI (Ha 3TO y HaC He OBLJIO HAZIEXK/IBI), @ ITPOCTO
3aX0TeJIOCh MTOTOJIKATHCSA CPEU JIIOIEN.

IIpsAHBIX, KOHEUHO, OBLJIO TaK 7K€ MHOI'O HJIH Jaske OOJIbIIIe,
yeM BUepa, U, YeM OJIFKE K BOK3aJIy, TEM Yallle BCTPEYAIUCh
HETBEPZO JieprKaryecs: Ha Horax (pUTYPHI U IaBIIHeE o7 Ope-
MeHEeM BBITTUTOH BOJIKM Tesia. Ho Tenmeps MHe Opocuiiach B IJia-
3a yepTa, KOTOPOU s1 paHbIIle HE 3aMeyYasl: IbTHCTBO ITPUHH-
MaJIo IBHO OYWHBIA U pa3pyUIUTETbHBIA XapakTep. [IbAHbIH
UJIET, TOJIKAETCS, TOBOPUT CAJIbHOCTH, ODAHUTCS HE COBCEM HEK-
HBIMHU CJIOBAMHU.

— HapaBy MoeMy HUKTO IIPENATCTBOBATh HE MOTH!.

A TO, TPOXOJIsT MUMO Mara3wHa, padMaxHeTcsl, IPPPUHb —
CTEKJIO B/ipebesru!

HwuHa oueHb Tpycuiia U BCe MpsTaIach OT STHUX FepOeB; a
He Oyab MeHs, el OBl JJ0CTAJIOCh; HO MEHS T€pPOU BCE-TaKH
CTECHSIJINCD.

TyT, ofHaKO, CIIPaBeJIMBOCTD TPEOYET OTMETUTD, UTO TOJIb-
KO TIOBE/IEHUE TIhSHBIX BBIXO/IIJIO, TaK CKa3aTh, U3 HOPMBI, ITPO-
YHH Ke HapoJ Bes cebsi, Kak OOBIKHOBEHHO, €CJIM He CUUTATh
KOMMYHHCTHYECKOTO OTHOITIEHUS K UYy?KOH COOCTBEHHOCTH; ITOC-
JiefiHee, BIIPOYEM, SIBJISLJIOCH BBIHYKAEHHBIM 00CTOSITEILCTBA-
MH; 1a ¥ KaKOH ObLI CMbICT Oepeub U IS KOTO OCTaBJIEHHOE
xo3geBaMu 00po? Ho U B 3TOM OTHOIIIEHUU 51 HE 3aMETUJ
0c000T0 UBJIHIIIECTBA; Ia’Ke 30JI0TOPOTIIBI, KOTOPBIX JIETKO OBLIO
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y3HATh IO CJIUIIKOM HEOPEXKHOMY WJIM CJIMIIKOM (aHTaCTH-
YeCKOMY KOCTIOMY, OTJIMYaIUCh OOJIbIIIe HACUET BHIITUBKHU, YEM
rpabeska; HO MHOTHE U3 HUX, BEPOSITHO, B3/IbIXJTH:

— IToxu 3k T, KAKOH cIydal BeIIIeN? bepu, 4TO XOUelb, a
OpaTh-TO HE K UeMY H JIa’Ke TaK, UTO He XOUEeTCs.

ITorpomMbl Ha BOK3ayaX U CJIy4adl cO CIIAaCEHHOM HaMu Jie-
BUIIEIO SBJISAJIUCH, B CYIITHOCTH, €TUHCTBEHHBIMU 3aMeEUEeHHbI-
MM HaMu (aKTamMu, KOTOPbIE MOKHO OBLJIO TTOJABECTH IIOJT Ka-
TETOPUI0 CEPbE3HBIX MPECTYIVIEHUH, HO U 3/IECh YUTATEJIh J1a-
’Ke M3 MOero cj1aboro ONMUCAaHUSA MOXKET BBIBECTH HEIIPEJIONK-
HO€ 3aKJII0UEHNE, YTO B TIOTPOMaxX HapOJ AEHUCTBOBAJI IO/, BJIHSI-
HueM addekTa, a He 0co00H pasHy3/[aHHOCTH. [IpoIIo 3T
HACTPOEHHE, U MBI OISTh CTAJIM TUXUMH U CKPOMHBIMH OOBI-
BaTesiMH. HecoMHEHHO, BeKOBasi MPUBBIUYKA K U3BECTHOMY
MOPSA/IKY Bellled, N3BECTHOMY CKJIa/ly OTHOIIIEHHUH JaBasia cebst
YYBCTBOBAaTh U HE IMO3BOJIsJIa CIUIIKOM BBIXOJHUTH U3 PAMOK,
Jlake IPU OTCYTCTBHUH PETYJIUPYIOIIET0 Hayasa.

Bpocusock MHe B rjla3da TakKe M TO, UTO HapOJ yiKe He
BBITJISIZIE]T TAKUM PAcTePsIHHBIM U 03a00UYEeHHBIM, KaK BYeEpa.
IToMupHIICS JIK OH C MBICJIBIO O THOEIH WJTU XOTEJT 3aBUTh TOPE
BEPEBOYKOU?

3a JIUTEeHBIM MBI BCTPETHJIA OJTHOTO HAIIIETO COCJIYKHUB-
11a; 51 C HUM OBbLTT HA IIPUATEIBCKON HOTE U BOOOIIE Ha «THI».

Wner oH, Becesblli TaKOH, TPOCTOUKOW ITOMaXWBAaEeT; IO/-
XOJIUT K HaM, 3/I0POBAETCs; MOCMOTpeJI, uTo s1 ¢ HuHOM, moc-
BHCTaJI HEMHOTO, HO 6OJIbIIIe HUYEro He CKa3aJl.

— Carrka, ThI YTO K 3TO He TOPIOEITb? — CIPAIIUBAIO 5.

— Yero x ropeBarh-TO, uyziak? Bce paBHO, MOMUpaATh KO-
raa-HuOy/Ib Ha/l0; THEM PaHbIIE, THEM IO33KE.... 3, UePT JIU B
toM! A 3aTO A Tellepb BKYIIAI0 HacJaaXK/leHHe MOoJHeHIel Ma-
TepHaJIbHON 00EeCIeYeHHOCThIO, JasKe, MOXKHO CKa3aTbh, POCK-
OIIIBIO.

U oH moBepHyJICcs MepeJl HaMU BOKPYT CBOEU OCH, €CJIU
cUuTaTh ee B Kabiyke. IlocMOTpen s1 Ha HEro; IeHCTBUTEIBHO,
BHJI OCJIEITUTEIbHBIN: BCE C UTOJIOUKHU, CUIUT HA HEM BEJIMKO-
JIEITHO ¥ MaTepuaJl HAauBBICIIIETO KAYECTBA; Ha PyKaX MEPCTHHU
JiparolieHHbIe, B MAHUIIIKE 3aIIOHKH €CJIU He HOBOTro, TO Ha-
CTOSIIETO 30JI0Ta; TPOCTh ¢ HAOAJIJATHIKOM CJIOHOBOH KOCTH,
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Pe3HBIM, ¢ MU(DOJIOTHIECKUM CIOXKETOM BeCbMa PHUCKOBAHHOTO
COZIEp?KaHMUs; U3 YKUJIETHOTO KapMaHa BBIHYJI 30JI0ThIE Yachl Ha
TOJICTEHIIEeH 30510TOH nenu (He nenouke, Het!) IIuk, 6eckK...

— OTtkyna Bce cue?

— A 3TO f, BUJUIIB JIU, YCTPOUJICA B OJTHOM IasIaliIio Ha
®onTanke. )KuBy, MOKHO CKa3aTh, IIepPBOCTEIIEHHBIM Oapu-
HOM B COPOKa KOMHATaX, TOJIbKO CBEXKero xjieba He UMeIo J1a
BOT ellle CAMOJIMYHO X0Ky K POHTaHKe 32 BOJIOH.

— He mono6aet 5T0 kKak 6y/ATO TBOEMY TellepeNIHeMY 10JI0-
’KEHUI0, — CKPOMHO 3aMEeTHI 1.

— Ox, cam 3Haro. f 661 1 IocIas 3a BOZOMH, la HUKTO HE
uzet. Ho 3aTo Bce mpouee... Of1eKbl, IOHNMAEIIb Thl, 0e3/1Ha,
Y BCS TOYHO HA MEHS IIIUTA.

— Jla u, BIIpaBay, Ha TeOs: OOJIBIIIE-TO HOCUTh HEKOMY.

— A Beap npaBaa! f u He cooOpa3wi; Hy, TeM Jiydlie. Jla BbI
OBI 3aIUTM KO MHE, IOCMOTPEIM Ha MO€E >KUTbe-ObIThe. f celi-
yac ujy kK cebe 10MO1.

OueHb XOPOIIO BHIILIO y HETO 3TO <K cebe JOMOi».

— Yro k, moxkasyii! TosIbKO BOT MbI Ha BOK3aJI XOTeJIU 3au-
TH.

— BpockTe: HUKOTO U HUUETO TaM HET; OJAHU KPBICHI Oe-
raioT. A y MeHs cerofHs Oy/ieT Beceso: cobepercs KOH-KaKOH
Hapo/i, XOTUM IOpa3BJIeubcs Iepes cMepThio. [logemrTe-ka!l
Huna CepreeBHa, HE CTECHANTECH, MOXKAIYUTE PYUIKY; MHOTO
3HAKOMBIX YBHU/IHTE.

Cama noaxsatui HuHy noj pyky u, 60o1Tas BCAKAU B3/10D,
IIOBEJI HAC «K cebe JJOMO».

[Mpunumm. [Tananno, eCTBUTEIBHO, TIOPA3UTEIbHBIHN: Or-
POMHBIE KOMHATBI, IPAMO 3aJIbl C JOPOTOM Mebesbl0 BCAKUX
daconoB, yygHBIMU 060MH; OOJIHIIION 3UMHUH Ca/I.

Korpa s B3IssHYI Ha cebs B TPOMaZHOE BO BCIO CTEHY 3€ep-
KaJio, TO Jlake CKOH(Y3WICA: OUeHb YK HeB3payHOU IIOKa3a-
Jlach MHe MOs1 GUTypa CPEAU OKPYKABIIIETO HAC IpocTopa. [a-
ke Camra HeoZJOOpUTETFHO MOTHYJI TOJIOBOH I10 HAIIPABJIEHUIO
K 3€pKaJIy U 3aMeTHJI:

— BOT TOJIbKO M3BOAUTH MEHS, YTO OYEHDb YK OOIIUPHO;
capawu, IOHUMaellb Thl, KAKHE-TO, a He KOMHaThl. K ToMy ke
0e3JIr0/Ibe; KPUYUIIh WHOW pa3, TOJIBKO X0 OTBEYAET KaKylo-
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TO uyIrb. Ho BOT MBI JIoZIeM ceiuac 10 KaOMHeTa; TaM MHOTO
YIOTHEE.

ITocsie HECKOIBPKUX 3aJ1 MbI, HAKOHEI], T00paIiCh 710 3TOTO
caMoro KabuHeTa; Toxke OoJIbIIast KOMHATa, HO 000U U BCE IPO-
yee TEMHOTO IIBETA, BCIO/Ly yZIOOHBIE Kpecyia, OTTOMaHKH, 00JIb-
II0M MUCbMEHHBIN CTOJI CO BCEMH akceccyapaMu. [la, 31ech
MHOTO y100Hee!

— DJIeKTpUUecTBa BaM 3a)Ke4yb He MOTY, — CcKasaJl JIibes-
HblH Carra, — HO A CTAIWJI B Mara3uHe JIB€ BEJUKOJIENIHbIE
JIAMIIBI: OZJHY — HACTOJIBHYIO, APYTYI0 — MOJIOBYIO. BOT MX MBI
U 3aKKEM; B KEDOCHHE-TO OTKa3y HeT.

3aKIJIH, OIYCTUJIA 3aHABECHL. U B KOMHATE CTAJIO eIlle YIOT-
Hee.

XXIV

[ToHemMHOTy cTasm HabUpaThCs HAPOJ M MYKCKOTO M JKEHC-
KOrO I10J1a. BOJIBIIMHCTBO, JIeHCTBUTEIbHO. OBLJIO HAM 3HAKO-
MO, 2 HEKOTOPBIE JJa’ke OUeHb OJIN3KO.

CaIr nmpuryIacuy HECKOJIBKUX JOOPOBOJIBIIEB M OTIIPABUJICS
C HUMH CTaBUTh CaMOBap, UTO TPeOOBaJ0 3HAYMTEIbHBIX
XJIOTIOT U YCUJINH, KO0 BOAY HY?KHO OBLIIO IPUHECTH U3 PEKU. A
MBI, OCTaBILIECs, 3aHUMaeMcs Oecemom.

— Bupesnca a cerogHsa ¢ oqHUM GUHIAHALEM, — CKazaa
NBaHoB, — npuexas Houblo u3 I'esibcuHTdOpCa.

— 3aueM 3TO €ro CIo/la IpUHEeCI0?

— Buaure s, y HuUX TaM OblJIa OpraHU30BaHA IIEPEBO3KA
HaceJIeHUsA Ha mapoxojiax B CTOKrobM, a OTTy/a T10 KeJIe3HON
nopore Ha wor lIBenuu. CHavana Aeio 110, Kak CiaenayeT, a
Tenepb B CTOKTOJIbMe, KQXKETCA, TaKad *Ke UCTOPUSA, KaK U y
Hac.

— Taxk oHu ObI Ha ITapoxo/iax B 'epMaHuIo, UTO JIH.

— B TOM-TO U fes10, UYTO BCE MAPOXO/bl VIILIA HMOJHBIMU B
T'epmanuto u Jlanuio, U KAaTh UX Ha3a/J HeJb3s. A Hapoja
OCTaJIOCh ellle MHOro. Bot ynpasiieHne pUHIAH/ICKUX Kese3-
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HBIX JIOPOT U CHapSAAWUJIO TI0€e3/1a: KOMY yTOJTHO, ITyCTh €JIeT B
[leTepOypr; Bce-Taku Aajbliie OT IIEHTPA y/iapa.

— Hy, 31ech Toke HECTIaIKO.

— BorT, Bosiu 3 ThI, @ OH He yHbIBaeT. Terneps YK, BEPOATHO,
B Kosmmnue, a To u B CabinHe.

— Hey»xro nemkom nomien?

— OueHb /1ae MPOCTO: B3I MAJIOUKY U IIOIIEJ, TaK U I0-
nep 6e3 BCAKHUX paccyk/IeHui mpaMo no mmnaitaMm Hukosaes-
CKOH JIOPOTH.

Hacrynuia MuHyTa MOJIYaHUSA; BCe KaK OyATO B3BEIINBa-
JId, HE CJIEAOBAJIO JIX M UM TaK cAeaTh. KTO-TO CKeNTHYeCKU
3aCMesIyICs:

— Kakoii ke Tosik-To? Bee paBHO, 10 MOCKBBI He J0H/IeT! ..

— OH u He HajieeTcsl. Yy, TOBOPHT, BEPCT 100, ITOXKAIYH,
150; a BAPYT cdepa CTOIKHOBEHHUS Kak pa3 /o0 TOTO0 MecTa U He
XBaTHT.

OnATh MOJTYAHUE, U OIATH TPEBOKHBIE COMHEHHUS, HE CJIe-
JyeT JIN celdac ke TPOHYThCA B IyTh; a C APYTOU CTOPOHBI,
CTOUT JIX TPEBOXKUTHCA JapoM? OMATH BHIPYUYAET CKENTHK:

— BupgHo, 4yTO HeMeIKas Jiylia: BCAKYI MeJIOYb YUUTHI-
Baer!..

— Her, uto yx! Majio tosiky! ITpusercss moru6aTh 3/1€Ch.

MBaHOB Tak»ke MOJJIEPKaT:

— Ja 6yzet i1 Tosik ¥ 3a MockBoii? He BepuTcsi MHe 4TO-
T0. CKOpee MOKHO OKU]aTh BCEMUPHOM KaTacTPO(HI.

— O, 5T0 BecbMa BEPOATHO.

Bapyr ogHa u3 1aM BCXJIMIHYJIA, 32 HEU Apyras, TPEThA.
Mp1 GpocuiiHCh yTelaTh UX OOIIUMU YCHJIUSIMH, HO Ha pas-
HBIU JIajl.

— UYro 3T0, Bepa AnexkcanyipoBaa? Kak He CTBIZHO!

— Mapps [leTpoBHa, Beb BHI €llle celyac TOJIbKO XBacTa-
JINCh: BOBCE, MOJI, He O0IOCh CMepPTH!

— Anekcanzpa JIbBOBHa, U BeI TyZa ke! Hy, 5T0 y:x coBceM
HUKyZla He ToauTcs. HezlapoM roBopsT, uto y 6ab riaza — Ha
MOKPOM MECTE.

— AX, BBI, HEBeKa! — BO3MYyTHUJIaCh KOPPEKTHAaA AJIEKCaH/T-
pa JIbBOBHa.

— Barronku, mouemy Tak cTporo?
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— PasBe mbI 6a06b1?

— I He BMKY TYT OOH/BI, HO €CJIM XOTUTE, CKAKEM: Y «Ma-
JlaMOB». ITO HaM BCe eJJUHCTBEHHO.

MaJsto-nnoMajly rope «MaJlaMOB» yTHXaeT, II0 KpaliHel Mepe,
¢ MOBEPXHOCTU. DTOMY, B ocobeHHOCTH, crocoberByer Carnia,
MOABJIAIOIIUNCA C IIPEIJIOKEeHUEM:

— T'ocrioza, He YroiHO JIU Z10 Y?KMHA OCMOTPeTh MOU anap-
TaMEHTHI?

Bce, kpome MeH:A, IPUHUMAIOT IIpeAJio:KeHne. MHe JeHb
TPOTAThCA CO CBOErO yIOOHOTO Kpecsia, U 5 MPEAIOYUTAI0 yT-
JIyOUTHCS B UTEHHE Ta3€eThI eIlle OT 21 UIOHS.

B Hell 1 HaX0XKy HECKOJIBKO MHTepeCHEeUITNX (PaKTOB: HE TO
B TmMyTapakaHu, He TO B ¥YcTb-ChICOJIbCKE HEKUH YJIEH KIy0a,
Oyayuu B Tpajsycax, Ha3BaJsI IPYroro Mep3aBIlleM U IIOJJIEIIOM,
3a UTO IMOJIYYUJI OIUIEYXY, &, MOXKET ObITh, M TPHU: B IbLIY APY-
’)KeCKUX 00bsCHEHUH 32 TAKUMU ITyCTAKAMU He yIyiaauib. [1o-
¢JIe 3TOTO OHU CYAWJIUCHh Y MUPOBOTO, TaM IIOMUPWJINCH U Ye-
pe3 Jac mocsie cyAapOuIina ObUTH ITbIHBI BAPEOE3TH U OIATH I10-
Zpanuck. B monp3yromiemMcss BCeMIUPHOUM U3BECTHOCTHIO MeCTeu-
Ke 3azepu-XBOCThl HACEJICHHUE XKAET He NOXKIETCS OTKPBITUA
MyOJIMYHBIX JIEKITUHN € )KUBBIMU KapTUHAMH, a B 0KUJJAHUU UX
yCTpPAaWBAET APAKU U MaXKeT JErTEM BOPOTAa Y MUPHBIX OOBI-
BaTeseil. B gpyrom, He MeHee U3BECTHOM TrOpOjie MeCTHasd, C
MI03BOJIEHUS CKa3aTh, HHTEJJINTeHIINA, U3HBIBASA OT UTPHI B
BUHT, IIpH/IyMajia HOBOE pa3BjeueHue: e3/[y BEPXOM JpyT Ha
ZpyTe; BpeMs OT BpEMEHU yCTpauBaloTcs Oera Ha IPHU3HL, B KO-
TOPBIX YCTAHOBJIEHO OPUTMHAJIBHOE, HO BIIOJIHE CIIpaBe/IINBOE
IIPaBUJIO, 4 UMEHHO: Harpajay IoJyiydaeT He e3/I0K, a JIOIIa/lb;
IIepBbIH pU3 OB B3ATh HOTAPUYCOM.

ITO BCe U3BECTUSA U3 TAKUX MECTHOCTEH, Ije JaXke U Ko-
MeThI He 0oATcA. B 061ieM, oHaKO, BUAHO, YTO IPOBUHIIUA
OUYEeHb 3aHATA «TPO3HOI0 MOCJIAHHUIEN Hebec», KaKk Ha3Bas KO-
METY OJIMH MECTHBIH, IMOJIOKEHHBIHN MO IITATy MO3T; BE3Jle MO-
JisTCsA 60JIBITIIE OOBIKHOBEHHOTO, OTIPAB/IBIBAS IIOCJIOBUILY: «TPOM
He TpsAHeT U T. A.». CpeJiu IPOCTOHAPOABA U JIaXKe KyIIeUuecTBa,
MEJIKOTO YMHOBHUYECTBA XOJAT CaMble JIUKHE CIIyXU OTHOCH-
TEJIbHO KOMETBI U CBETOIIPECTaBJIeHUN. MHOTHE TaK C JIETKUM
CepAIeM U 3asBJIAIOT, UTO 3TO, MOJI, JIETUT HA HAC caM aHTH-
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xpuct. Korzja uM ykassIBalOT, UYTO 3aUeM K€ y aHTHXPHUCTA
XBOCT, TO OHU 0€3 BCAKOU 3alIMHKHU OTBEYAIOT:

— Hy, xakas 6eza, yto xBocT! MoKeT, 3T0 — aJIjIeropus.

Henp3s ckasarp, ofjHaKO, YTOOBI HACeJIEHHE TaK YK Be3zie
OIIyCKaJIO PYKU U He MpoOoBajio IpUHUMATh Mep IIPOTUB CBe-
TOIPECTABJIEHU; TaK, B OJTHOM OOrocmacaeMoM YTJIy HaIllero
HeOOBATHOTO OTevyecTBa 0abbl, IO COBETy MECTHOU CHUBUJLIIHI,
MIPEINIPUHSIIN CJIEAYIONIee IS TPeNOTBPaIlleHusl BCeoOIen
rubesnu: B IJIyXyI0 MOJIHOYb OTIIPABUJINCH B JIeC, CAEIaIN TaM
moso0me KOMeThl U3 CHOIA P3KAaHOU COJIOMBI, BO3JIOXKUJIN €T0
Ha TPOMAJIHBIN KOCTEP CPEIU MOJISTHBI, Pa3ZeIUCh JOHAra U CTa-
JIM TJIACATh BOKPYT KOCTPA C IUKUM ITEHUEM KaKON-TO MUCTHU-
yeckou Oembepapl. I1o putyasy, mpeAnucaHHOMY CUBHUJLIIOHN,
3TO JIOJKHO OBLIO COBEPIIHTHCS B TallHe; HO HECKOJIBKO Iap-
Hel MOATJISIJIENN, U OJUH U3 HUX, HEOCTOPOXKHO BBICYHYB-
IIUHCSA, TTOIUIATUIICA 32 JII0OOIBITCTBO, MO0 OBLI BBEPXKEH pa-
3peHHbIMU 0abaMu B KOCTEP U eJie yZpasl ToKe YyTh He TO-
JIBIM, ¢ 000KKEHHBIMHU BOJIOCAMH; Jpyrue 6aropa3syMHO U
TAaWHCTBEHHO YAAJIWINCh, PELIUB He 00pamaTh Ha cebs CTOJb
siectHoro BHUMaHuA. Ho Terneps 6a0bl B YHBIHUU:

— IIpomasio Bce KOJIJJOBCTBO M3-32 MIAJIHITAHOB!

B 3axiouenune, komere ObLa MOCBAIIEHA MaJIeHbKAsA CTa-
TeWKa Mo/1 3arjaBueM «BOT OHA HUJIET...» TAKOTO CO/IeP>KAHUS:

«U paxe He UAET, a MUHTCS, JIETUT, KaK yparaH, Kak IIyIe-
yHOe s7po. YTo ke HaM Jies1aTh? CTPOUTH KOHYCOOOpa3HbIE
OalrHu, COBETYIOT OJHU, OJIMHAMPOBAHHBIE TOJICTOH OpOHEH
u3 ctamu. I'm... Kakas 6poHs, kakasa GaniHsa BBIAEPKUT HATIOP
A7Ipa B HECKOJIBKO COT BEPCT B IMaMeTpe, JIETAIIEro IPUTOM CO
CKOPOCTBIO 30 BepCT B ceKyHy? bexkaTp, coBeTyroT gpyrue. Ho
kyna? U rimaBHoe, 3aueM OexaTh? CTOUT JIM 3Ta JKU3Hb, MOJI-
Has rops, Hy»KJbl, Hey/lad, MeJIKUX U KPYIHbIX IPUTECHEHUH,
JIyIIIEBHOU YepPCTBOCTH, JKECTOKOCTH HPABOB, O€CCMBICIIHA, Ha-
CUJINSI, — CTOUT JIX OHA TOTO, YTOOBI TaK crapaThcs 00 ee co-
xpa"nennn? He GsaropopHee jin ocTaThCcs HA MeCTe W BCTpe-
TUTh CMEPTH JIUIOM K JIMILy, HEe YCTYIIHB IIPU JKU3HU €l HU
nsaau? Jla, Haso OBITH MY?KECTBEHHBIMU U B OCTAIOIIHECS Hec-
KOJIBKO JTHEW >KU3HH B3STh OT Hee BCe, YTO OHA MOKET JaTh
JIydiiiero. A B KaKOH HEOOBIKHOBEHHON OOCTaHOBKE IPOUYT
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MTOCJIETHHE YaChl 1 MUHYTHI!»

He mucaJt iu 5T0 BUepaIrHuil BOCTOPKEHHBIN TOCITOAUH?

IIpouts razery, s aKKypaTHO CJIOKHJI €€ U CyHYJI B KapMaH
Ha BCAKHUH ciiydail. Bckope BepHYJIMCh U IIPOYHE TOCTH C OC-
MoTpa CalllMHBIX «amapTaMeHToB». Hadaiuch pa3Hble pasro-
BOpBHI 00 MX BEJUKOJIEMMU U O OOraTCTBE HACTOSIIETO COOCT-
BEHHHKA 3TOTO JIBOPIIA.

HaroBopuiuch, HaKOHEII, MO3KHO CKa3aTh, 110 TOPJIO U CTa-
JIM YK TIOTJISIZIBIBATh APYT HA ApyTa HEAOYMEBAIOIIIE: YET0, MOJI,
MBI 371ech cuguM? Jla U ecThb YTO-TO 3aXOTeJIOCh: OT Oe3/esIbs,
JOJIPKHO OBITD.

Tyt Cama mMuUpOKO OTKPHLJI ABEPU U BO3TJIACHUJI IJ1aCOM
BEJIMHM:

— KoTtopble exxesin XOTAT KyIllaTh, OXKAJIYyHTEe: BCe Ha CTO-
Je.

MBI C TIOJTHOW 0XOTOM MOTSAHYJIMCH 32 HUM B CTOJIOBYIO.

XXV

Hamwum B3opam mpejcTaBuioch 3d(PeKTHOE 3peTulle:
JUIMHHEH NN 00eIeHHBIH CTOJI OBL IMOKPHIT JOPOTOM CKa-
TEPTHIO U YCTABJIEH MOCPENHE KaHJEIA0paMu ¢ 3aXKeHHbI-
MH CBeUaMH; TaKHe JKe KaH/IeJsIOpbl TOPEJIU B yIJlaX CTOJIOBOW;
KaKJbIl U3 HUX Ha CTOJIe OKpy’Kaja OaTapes OyTHUIOK, a BO-
KpyT O6aTapedl U B MPOMEXKYTKaX MeXJAy HUMU HaXOJIUJIHCH
pa3Hble CTBA, MPEUMYIIIECTBEHHO KOHCEPBHOTO U KOITYEHOTO
xapakrepa u Basbl ¢ ¢ppykramu. Hy, coBepiiienHo Oyder 1 kiac-
ca Kakoro-amn00 MepPBOKJIACCHOTO BOK3asia. BrieuatsieHue joBep-
IIaJIU HAIU QUTYPHI TaCCaKUPOB TPETHETO KjIacca, 3a eBpo-
MercKoe o/lesTHUE IOMYIIeHHBIX B IepBbiii. He rapmMoHupoO-
Bajla ¢ 3TUM TOJIBKO OKPYXKaloIasi 00CTAaHOBKA: CJIMIIIKOM YK
OHAa ObLJIa CTHUJIbHA M BHYIIUTEIHLHO U3SIIHA /IS BOK3aJsa.

Toctu cranmu paccakuBaThCsl, IIIYMHO BOCXHUINASACH BKYCOM
Camu 1 ero rocTempUUMCTBOM, Pail KOTOPOTO OH o0eras ce-
TOJIHAI BECh TOPOJ, M COOCTBEHHOPYYHO IPUHEC TPU BeApa BO-
nibl. Calia KiaHsuics u 6s1arogapu.
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— Pap, pan crapatbcs! [losbineH 10 neueHKu!

JlamMBbI yceich BO3JIe CBOMX KaBaJlepOB; /IJII HEKOTOPBIX U3
MY?KYHH He XBaTHJIO JKEHCKOTO BJIEMEHTA, HO OHU He TYKUJIH;
3TO OBUIM HCIBITAHHBIE B Oype 60€BON BHHOIUHIBI U UYPEBO-
YTOJHUKY; UX CHJIbHee IPUBJIEKaIU OyThUIKU Oestoi GeciiBer-
HOU JKUJIKOCTH, CTOSIBIIIME IEPEIOBBIMU B BUHHBIX OaTapesx,
YyeM caMble XOPOIIIeHbKUE KeHCKHUe JIMYUKH. [ Koryia omHoMy
13 HUX HuHA J1acCKOBO MpeIoKuIa 0 3HAKOMCTBY CECTh Psi-
JIOM C Hel0, TO OH — HeoTecaHHas OyThLIb — TOJIBKO OYPKHYJI:

— Ouens Otarozapes, Huna CepreeBHa, 5 1OCJIe; OHU TaM,
IOZIJIEIIbl, KOHbSIK BRICOKOH MAapKH AYIOT U Ia’Ke He ITO30BYT.

U, Heroaysi, ycTpeMuWICcs B JaJIbHUUM KOHEI] CTOJIA, T/ I0-
JIOOHBIE €My OTPO/Ibsl, YCTPOUBIIIECS B CBOEH KOMIIAHUH, JIeH-
CTBUTEJILHO «AyIn» (MO0 HeJb3sI ObLIIO CKa3aTh: «IIHJIN») KO-
HbSIK U He 00palaad HUKaKOro BHUMAaHUSA Ha IIPOYHUX COCTOJIb-
HUKOB.

Bripouem, Haiia cMeniaHHas U3 TOTO U JIPYTOTO I0JIa KOM-
MaHUsA, B CYyIIHOCTH, TOJbKO BBIMTPajia OT 3TOTO; B TOM YTJIy
CTOJIa pa3/JaBaJIUCh JIUIIb KaKHUe-TO OJTHOCJIOKHBIE 3BYKH, ITe-
pelleane BIIOCJAEACTBUN B UKOTY, OTPBIKKY U JIPYTHE 3BEPH-
HbIE. Y HaC jKe BCe BPeMs IIIeJT OJKUBJIEHHBIH, JTaKe BECEJIBII
Pa3ToBOP, CHIMAJHCH LIYTKH, OCTPOTHI, HHOU pa3, MOXKaJyH,
O4YeHb TYIIble, HO, B Yajly pa3aroBopa U 0COOOTO IMOrbeMa JIyXa,
U TaKHe CXOWJIH C PYK 0e3 ITOBPEKIEHHS aBTOPa.

OpuH U3 ToCTel, MOJIOI0N UeJI0BEK C apTUCTHYECKUMU BO-
JIocaMH, 3a/TlyMaJl CKa3aTh CIIHY:

— l'ocniozia, Bcero Tpu AHA OTAEJAIOT HAC OT KOHIIA...

— bI-bIk! — mOATBEpPIUIIH C IPYTOTO KOHIJA CTOJIA.

— Tuie BbI TaM, O€reMoThI!

OtBera Ha OCKOpOJIEHHE HE TOC/IEIOBAJIO: TaM ObLIH CJIUIII-
KOM 3aHATHI JIOOPOCOBECTHHIM HCIIOJTHEHHEM CBOUX MPSIMBIX
0053aHHOCTEHH.

— Hrak, rocmojia, TOJIbKO TPH HS OTAEISAIOT HaC...

Ho TyT opaTtopa 3amMmeTH/Iu U ceruac e 0/IepHYJIH:

— Bpocy, caauce! He pacerpauBaii Hac nyctsakamu! Jlyuiie
BBINEH.

OpaTop MOCJIYIITHO CeJT U BBITTHIL.
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Jlambl monpo6oBail Pa3HbIX, TAK Ha3bIBAEMBIX JJAMCKUX
BHUH, Hajieras, BIIpOYeM, OOJIbIlIe Ha IIIaAMIIAHCKOE, U OKUBH-
JIUCH JTO upe3MepHocTH. Jlazke y Moeli HUHEI, TUBIEH MeHbIIIE
JIpyTHUX, 3a0J1eCcTe/N IJ1a3KU, 1 OHA U3PeAKa MOIIUIIbIBaIa Me-
HsI B 3HaK BEUHOU U Oe3rpaHUYHON JIIOOBH.

Ho BoT MBI, HaKOHeIl, HachITHINCE. Torma Caira cefiuac ke
BCKOUMJI U CTaJI MpejJiarath laMaM KOH(METHl U BapeHbe, a
HaM CHUTapbl U JIMKEPHI, BCE — CAMOTO BBICOKOTO JJOCTOMHCTBA.
Eme yepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT OH C JOOPOBOJIBIIAMHY ITPUTAIIIIT
0os1pIION camMOBap U KO(PEHHUK U MPEJIONKUI JKeJTAIUM
yaio Wik Kode. YTolleHrue ABIAIOCh BBIXOAAINUM U3 PAAA,
XOTSI S HE TPOMEHSI ObI HAa HETO TOU Oyp/Ibl, KOTOPYIO CBapumia
MHe ceroyiHa HuHa. fI cooOGIu el 9TO Mo CEKPeTy U MOJTyJIHT
OT Hee ThIYOK B 00K, OUEBHU/HO, B BU/I€ HATPA/IbI.

[IpechITUBIIIUCH €I0K U MUTHEM, MbI OTIIPABHJINCH Pa3MATh
HOTU B COCEJHEH 3ajie, r/ie CTOsI OOJIBIION posiib. OnuH U3
Hac, 3HABIIUU TallHbI MY3bIKH, MOJ/ICEJI K HEMY, U celyac ke
MOIUIBLIN TI0 BO3/IyXY MOIIJIOBAThIE, HO IOJIMBIBAIOIINE 3BYKHU
IIITPAyCOBCKOTO BajIbCa.

Carra, Kak XO35IMH, IIEPBBIM IIO/JIETEN K CBOEH JlaMe, 1 OHU
IIOHECJINCH TJIMCCAZIOM TI0 OJIecTeBIIIEMY, KaK CTEKJIO, ITAPKETY;
3a HUMHU JIpyTas 1mapa; TpeThbs, YeTBepTasA. [I0ToM 3ByKHU Bajib-
ca nepenuin 0e3 mepepbiBa B MOJIBKY, BO BPEMSI KOTOPOH MBI
HOCHJTHCH TI0 3aJI€; KaK yropeJible.

ITosbKa meperia B Tajion, U OKUBJIEHUE JIOILIO J0 aIo-
resi; HOTH caMHu cOOO BBIKU/IBIBAJIN pPa3Hble KAHKAHHBIE aHT-
paita, IOHAJICA IIyM, XOXOT; Iapbl CIINOANCH, TaIald, OIATh
MOJHUMAJIUCh, MYAJIUCh U ONATH MAJIAJIN, JaMbl TEPSJIN CBOU
TydJIU, ¥ TIOC/IEHIE JIETAJIN 110 BCEH 3aJie; CJI0OBOM, ITPOUCXO-
JUJIO BEJIUKOE CMATEHHUE, II0OKa MBI, HAKOHEIl, He 3aIlbIXaIlCh
U, JIpIIA, KaK yberasiivecs cobOaku, He yCEJIUCh 110 Pa3HBIM
yIJIaM OT/IBIXaTh.

Ha MuHYyTy Hac paccTpows HEOXKUJTAHHBIA WHIIHAEHT: Of-
Ha U3 JIaM BHE3aITHO 3aphl/iajia, MPsSMO 3aBbLIa; ee OPOCUINCH
ycriokauBath. Kyza tam! Boert fa u TOJIBKO, U TaK KaK-TO TH-
JKeJI0, UTO Jylla pa3pbiBaeTcsa. Mbl ceiuac yBeJIu ee, HaMO-
YHJIH TOJIOBY, PACIITHYPOBAIN U TOJIOKUJIH CIIaTh; OHA U YCIIO-
KOIJIaCh.
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Korpa mMbl BEpHYJIHUCH, OMATH I'PEMEJI TajIol, mapbl HO-
CUJIUCH O 3aJsie, 1 Callla mbITajIcAa IUPUXKUPOBaTh. Hy, TOIBKO
MBI He CJIYIIAJIMCh: TOPasjo MpHUsATHee OBbLIO IPOU3BOJUTH
kaBapjaak. Cam gupu:kep HUYEro He MMeJ IPOTUB 3TOTO. B
KOHIIE KOHITOB MBI OIIAATH 3aIIbIXaJIMCh H OIATH CEJIU OTABIXaTh.

HactpoeHnue elne noHsAI0Ch. BooO1IIe BIIUsAHYE HATUTKOB,
KOTOpbIEe MBI BCe ellle MPOJIOJIKAIN IPUHUMATh 110 MaJIOCTH,
OBLJIO YK€ CHJIBHO 3aMETHO: OJIHA M3 JlaM IIPOJIMJIa BUHO U
MeJIAaHXOJIMYECKH Pa3BOAMIIA €Tr0 MAJIBIIEM IO CTOJIy, 00pasys
caMble 3aMbICJIOBAThIe Y30PbI; Apyras OecliepeMOHHO HMKaJa,
PACKUHYBIIIHUCH B KPeCJie 1 3aJI0’KUB HOTY HAa HOTY TaK, YTO BU/I-
HO OBLIO Ja’ke KoJsieHo. KaBajiepbl MPUCTPOMJIHCH K CBOUM Jla-
MaM, IMEKOTAIN UX, IIUIIAJINA U ITOBEPSIN Pa3HbIE JIBYCMbIC/IEH-
Hoctu. OAUH U3 HUX CTaJl yTOBapUBaTh CBOIO JIaMy CECTh K
HeMy Ha KoJIeHH, ybexk1as ee:

— ImroHb Ha 3TH yestoBHOCTH, Hiorouka! Besib B KOHIIE KOH-
II0B BCe TPHIH-TPABA, U MbI BCE MTOU/IEM K UEPTY.

HioTouka ;xemMaHMjIach.

— Hy, canp xe! Bor oHu Tebe MOATBEPAAT, UYTO TENEPH 3TO
COBEPIIIEHHO B MOPsAJIKE BeIel.

Mpu=1 Bce xopom noaTBep:kzaeM, a Cailta aBTOPUTETHO 3aB-
JISIEeT:

— Hy, xoneuno! Tak Bcerja ObIBaeT mepej CTOJKHOBeE-
HHUEM C KOMETOMH.

Benukosenrnast Codbsi AH/IpeeBHa JI00aBuUIa:

— A u cama cany.

U GpsakHysiack Ha KoJieHU K EropoBy Tak, 4To OH — OeHsA-
ra — OTheXaJI C KPECJIOM OT €l HaTHCKAa, — U MOOEe0HOCHO Or-
JISTHYJ1aCh, KaK ObI 3asIBJIAS:

— Bujesin Mo10 HEYCTPAIITUMOCTh?

Ho ceituac ke BCko4mIa:

— Her, s oyKHA CHATDH KOPCET, a TO CTPAIITHO HEYTO0HO.

Mgl HeMeJIeHHO TPEAJIOKUIN BCEM JaMaM CJiejiaTh TO
ke, 100 KOPCETHI, 0 HAIIEMy IJIyDOKOMY yOeKIEHUIO, BBIC-
Ka3aHHOMY C PEJKUM eIMHOYIINEM 1 KaTETOPHUYHOCTBIO, SB-
JISUTUCH COBEPIIIEHHO OeCITOJIe3HOU U /Ia’Ke BPETHOH BEIbIO H,
B 0COOEHHOCTH, IOCJIe Y:KHHA. JlaMbl IPU3HAIN OCHOBATEIb-
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HOCTH HAIIIUX JI0OBOJIOB, YJIETYUYHJIUCh U MUHYT UYepe3 JIECATH
SIBUJIKCH Oe3 CBOel OPOHHU.

Catmia cefiuac ke JJOJI0KIT:

— Kaxk xotuTe, a TOJIBKO COBCEM 3TO — IJIyIasi IITyKa KOp-
cet. ['oBOpAT, KpacuBo, a, MO-MOEMY, HUUero He Kpacupo. To
JIM Jles1o, HopMasibHaA Tanusa! OHa ropaszo Jydllle, Kpacusee,
YyeM Kakas-To OpOHMpPOBAHHAsA Oca.

— HopmaspHas! A ecsin oHa KpUBOOOKaA? — IJIyDOKOMBIC-
JIEHHO 3aMeTuy1 Eropos.

— He nepeBupaii, nmoxxaayicra, — SpocTHO 3aopan Cara.
— {1 oxazasr; HopMayIbHAS; 3HAYUT, HACTOSAIIASA, TO €CTh, IIPS-
Masi, KaK CJIEyeT, TO €CTh.

— Hy, He BcsIKas u psiMasi TaIusl —KpacHuBa.

TyT y Hac 3aBs3aJICsA CTPAIIHO TOPSYUH CIIOP 00 yCJIOBUAX
JKEHCKOHM KpacoThl. B crmop BCTymuiu AaMbl M pa3Hble HAIIHUT-
KU, U OH JIeJIaJICSI BCe Topsiuee; cobeceTHUKH Bce Oosiee He T0-
HUMAJIH JIPYT JpyTa U CIIOPHJIH, 3alUINAsA OHY U TY K€ MbICIIb.
Haxkownell, A3bIKA HAIIIK YCTAJIH, TJIOTKH OXPUILIH, a PYKH IIe-
pecTayim MOJHUMAThCs; IPUTOM HEKOTOPHIE U3 CIOPIIUKOB U
0COOEHHO JJaMbl 3aHSJTUCH TIOCTOPOHHUMH JIeJIaMU OOJIbIIIEe TTPO-
Mesk cebs1. CBoOo/1a HpaBoB 1apuia moaHenmas: Cobbsa AHI-
peeBHa cTapajsiach IOMACTh HOCKOM HOTH B m0a00poaok Ero-
poBy, HioTouka JaBHO y»Ke cujiesia Ha KOJIEHSX Y JKarK/IaBIIIero
ATOTO CYACThsI MOJIOJIOTO UeJIOBeKa, U 00a OHH MJIeJIH, He 00-
palas BHUMaHHs Ha OKPY KAIOIIUX; ellle HEKOTOPbIe mapbl
YCTPOUWJIMCh TIOZIOOHBIM K€ BOCXUTUTEIbHBIM 00pa3oM. [ToHAT-
HO, YTO CIIOp Hauvas1 caaberb. HakoHer| ocTasics s OMH U OKOH-
YWJI CIIOP KaTETOPUYHEHIITUM 3asiBJIEHUEM

— YTo0 TamM HH rOBOPH, &, IO MOEMY MHEHHUIO, HET HUYETO
IIpUBJIEKATeIbHEE Tejla KPACUBO CJIOXKEHHOH KeHIIUHBI! JTa
rapMoHusA GOPM, CO3AAHHBIX /1A OJIAKEHHOTO CO3ePIIAHUs, STU
MSATKHE, BOJTHUCTHIE, JIACKAIOIIFE B30P OUePTaHUs YJIEHOB, Ma-
TOBas OeTM3Ha HEXKHOU KOXKH, BCe, BCE B TAKOM TeJie TOBOPHUT
0 HEU3MEPUMOM OJIaJKEHCTBE, CBI3aHHOM C BOBMOXKHOCTBIO 00-
JIaJlaHusl TAKUM IIEPJIOM CO3JaHUS.

A, xakoBo?

[Toka 51 pa3ryiaroJibCcTBOBaJI TAKUM 00pa3oM, A0us B mado-
ce 710 boraredmux pudm (0b6agaHUA — CO3aHUA), OJHA U3
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HAIIIMX J1aM, BbICOKasl, ITbIIITHAsS OJIOHAUHKA, 00HAPYKUBIIIAs
ellle BO BpeMsl KaHKaHa 0COOeHHOe OKUBJIEHHE W HeIo/[pa-
JKaeMYI0 CMEeJIOCTb, HEDBHO paccMesiylach U IIEITHyJa YTO-TO
Ha yXO CBOeMy 0003KaTeJt0; TOT IIOCMOTpEeJ Ha MeHs, yJIbIO-
HYJICS ¥ CKa3aJl;

— Hy uro K, newicTByii!

OHU yauInCh, a MbI TIOCJIAJIM UM BCJIE/T HECKOJIBKO IIIy-
TOUeK Oe3HPABCTBEHHOTO CBOMCTBA.

ATOo ymaneHue PacCTPOUIO, OHAKO, HAITY JAPYXKECKYIO Oe-
cey, 1 HEKOTOPBIE CTAJIU TOTJISAbIBATH HA YaChl U 3asBJISITH,
YTO UM XOUETCs CIIaTh. BhLJIO y2Ke 0KOJIO TPEX YacOB HOYH.

Ho mbI, 1 51, B 0COOEHHOCTH, HE OXKUIAIU, KaK 3 deKTHO
3aKOHYMTCS 3TOT BeUepP WJIH, IPaBUIbHEE, HOUb.

JIBepb U3 CTOJIOBOY OTBOPHJIACH, M CIIyTHUK YAAJTMBIIEHCS
OJIOHAUHKY ITPOBO3TJIACKII:

— Kr0 xXouer BuzeTs XXUBYIO KapTUHY: «BeHepa nepen Ila-
pucom»? Bxoj 6e3 611eTOB.

MpbI rypb00ii OpPOCHIINCH B CTOJIOBYIO, IIPEABKYIIIAs HOBOE
ynoBoJsibcTBUE. HO TO, UTO MBI YBUJIEU, ITPEB30ILIO BCAKUE
OKHMIAHUS.

Ha crose cpeau mycThix OyTHIJIOK U Pa3HBIX O0BEIKOB Kpa-
COBAJIACh JKMBas CTaTysd, Ta camas OJIOHAWHKA, KOTOPAs TOJIb-
KO YTO yIIJIa; HO Ternepb oHa ObLIa B KocTioMe EBBI 710 Tpexo-
MmafeHus.

Ms1 ocrosibeHesd. Jlaske CypoBble BUHOITHMUIIHI 3a0bLIH Ha
MT'HOBEHUE O KOHbsIKE BBICOKOU MapKH M OIIAJIEBIINMHU TIJIa-
3aMU IJIAleJI Ha )KUBYI0 BeHepy. A oHa cTosia epes HaMU
IpeKpacHas, Yucras, Kak rpesa 1mosTa, cBepKarlas 6eimns-
HOM.

A naxe 3akpblJI HA MTHOBEHHE TJIa3a, HO cefyac e, KO-
HEYHO, OIATh OTKPHLI ux. OHa ObLIA...

HexTo 13 mOpoasI JII0/iel, Ha3bIBAEMBIX MPUATEIAMHU (Be-
POATHO, IIOTOMY, YTO OHU CUUTAIOT IMPUATHBIM JJIs1 cebs1 J0JI-
TOM JIOCa’K/IaTh BaM 110 MePE CUJI U CIIOCOOHOCTEN ), CMOTPUT
yepe3 MOe IJIEYO U ITOCKa3bIBAET:

— Bricokas, craTHas, TPYAb KOJIECOM...

A menaio HeTepHEIUBOE IBUKEHUE IIJIEYOM U TOBOPIO:
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— Hy na, BbICcOKasi, cTaTHAasI, IOCTATOYHO ITOJTHASA, YTOOBI HE
OBLIIO YIJIOBAaTOCTEN M HE HACTOJIBKO IOJTHAS, YTOOBI Ka3aThCs
pasnobpeBieii. HexxHast, aTiacucrasi KOa, Tpemnenryiiee yi-
pyroe TeJio, IOYTH MOJIOYHO-0€JI0e, ¢ TeM O0COOBIM OTTEHKOM
SIPKOCTH, KOTOPBIH YacTo ObIBaeT y OJIOHIMHOK. I'py/ib...

— ¥Yry! — MBIYUT NPUATED.

— AX, 3Ta BeJIUKOJIEITHAs TPY/b, [P BOCIIOMUHAHUU O KO-
TOPOHN y MeHs JNoHBbIHe ApoxkuT cepane! Illemmas mokaTto oT
€W ¥ HEKHOU BOJTHUCTOU JIMHUEH TTOJHUMAIOIIAsICA U 3a YII-
PYTUMHU BBICOKMMH IIOJTyIIAPUSAMU CITyCKAIOIIAsCs MO OI0CTy K
TaJIMU. A 3Ta Tanusd, 6e/ipa, TaKOIO YNCTOU JIUHUEH Iepexos-
YA

— Hy, 6par, Thl ygapuicsa B ¢pusndecKkyio reorpaduio!
Jlyuilie A yaajioch.

IIpusaTens olressoMIeH.

U uncuesaer. I cMOTpIO eMy BCien, a cepAle MPOJOJIKAET
JIpOKATh.

OnHUM CJIOBOM, BCE B BTOH KUBOU cTarye ObLIO Oesy-
KOPU3HEHHO: HOTAa MMeJIa TaKylo UeaTbHO-UYHUCTYI0 hopMy, Ka-
KOU MHe ellle He MPUXOJINJIOCh BUETh: HEOOJIbINasi, C PO30-
BBIMU HOTOTKAaMH ¥ BBICOKHUM IOJHEMOM CTYITHS IT€PEXO/ I
B TOHKYIO IIIMKOJIOTKY, a 3aTEM HAYWHAJICSA W3SIIHBINA BBIPE3
OKPYTJIEHHOUM CTPOMHOU rOJIEHW, HACTOJIBKO CTPOMHOM, YTO OHA
MHEe HaIllOMHHJIa HaroJIEHHUKHU y CPeITHEBEKOBBIX PhIlapen.
Jlacke HampsiPKeHUE HOXKHBIX MYCKYJIOB He IOPTHJIO (DOPMBI
HOT'H.

A cMoTpes Ha Hee M YAUBJIAJICA, KaK TO 51 paHbIIEe He 3a-
MeTHJI KpacoThl CTaHa, Oeziep, cTpoiHOCTH GUryphl. JIUIO y Hee,
IIpaB/a, He OTJIMYAJIOCh KJIACCUUEeCKOW KpacoToH, HO ObLIO, BO
BCSKOM CJIydae, CHOCHOE, V/IOBJIETBOPHUTEIBHOE JIUIIO; /1a U He
B JIMIIE, II0 MOEMY, IJIaBHas cuyia. Bmpouem, MOKeT ObITh, OHA
U He 0TJINYajiach TaKOM KPAaCcOTOH Tesa, Kakas IIpe/CTaBUIaCh
MHE TI0/I BJIUSTHUEM HEOKU/IAHHOCTU U OYTHUIKU peHBENHA.

Kpyrom BIIpyT 3aarutoiripoBaIH, 3aIllyMeTH U 3a0PaJTH «ypa.
A oHa cMOTpeJsia Ha Hac U Hacjak/Jajach HAIIUM BOCXHIIE-
HHEM, IIPUHUMAs ero, KakK JIOJKHYIO JJaHb.

— Hy uto %, 1 BaM HpaBJIIOCh? — CIIPOCHJIA OHA MEHS,
OYEBH/THO, Kejlasi 3HaTh, COOTBETCTBYET JIU OHA TOMY HJIeay,
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KOTOPBIH 51 TaK TOPAYO0 PACHHUCHIBATI MUHYT JIECATH TOMY Ha-
3af.

— IlapuIa oueit MOUX, — HadasI s yOEXK/IeHHBIM TOHOM, —
S HUKOTJIa He HajesyICs BUAETh TaKHe HJieaJbHble UJIeHbl, Ta-
Koe uyaHoe TeJio. He roBops 0 JKUBBIX KEHIUHAX, 5 HE BUAAI
HH OJTHOU CTaTyHW, HU OJTHOW KapTHHBI, HU OJTHOTO, CJIE0BA-
TEJIbHO, CO3JIJaHUs T€HUs, KOTOpOoe Obl MOTIJIO B MOMX TJla3ax
CPaBHUTHCSA C BAMH KPacoToio popM.

Hy, 3T0 51, KaxkeTcsi, COBpas B MBIy BOCTOPra; HO OHA IO-
BepUJIa U 33[lyMUYNBO TpoboOpMoTaia:

— Hey»xenu A Tak kpacusa?

— U BHI entfe coMHeBaeTech? B3ryissHUTE B 3€pKajio U CYyUTE
camu!... TosIbKO HaAImpacHO BCe 3TO: Hy, BOT OITHICAJ 5 Bac ca-
MBIM CTapaTeJIbHBIM 00pa30M, He IoXKasiesl HU CJIOB, HA BOCTOP-
rOB, HU AK€ BOCKJINIIATEJIbHBIX 3HAKOB U MHororouni. Ho
Kak OeHbI KaXKyTCA CJI0BAa B CPAaBHEHUU C BAMHU U KaK MaJjio
OHU OMPEEJISIOT WIHN Ja)Ke COBCEM HHUYETO HE OIPENEIAIOT!
YTo 3HAUYUT: «UJEaJIbHbIE YJIEHBI», KUYJHOE TE0», KUBAIII-
HBIN BIpPe3 rosieHn»? Ellle HacTpoeHne Moe KTO-JTU00, MOXKET
OBITH, IOWMET, HO BaIlly HAPYKHOCTh BCAKUI MIPEACTABUT cebe
II0-CBOEMY...

TyT ciayumsiach HOBad HEOXKUJAAHHOCTh: HuHaA, oueBUIHO,
COBCEM He ITOHSJIa MOEro HaCTPOEeHUsI, MO0 BHE3AITHO yapuia
MeHs U C IJ1aueM yOerkasia U3 KOMHATHI. fl cHavasia u3yMuJIcs,
HO TOTYAac ke coo0pa3uiI U Opocuics 3a Hel, 3a0bIB JlasKe I0-
MIPOIIAThCS; ObLIa JIM, BIIPOUEM, TAKas YK KpalHssA HEOOXO/TH-
MOCTH B 3TOM?

XXVI

Huna BeIOeskasia Ha yJIHIy U, TPOMKO I1ada, mobeskasa
B/10J1b ®OHTAHKH. S JOTHAJI ee U cTajl YCIIOKanBaTh, HO OHA BCE
Oexxasa ¥ Itakasa. HakoHelr, Korja s paccepauicsa U cKasal,
YTO 110/I00HOE TIOBEZIEHHE IJIYTIO /10 OeckoHeuHOoCTH, HuHa BapyT
03JIMJIaCh U BBIITAJINJIIA:

— IMopgen, mojien, moaJier!
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B kaxkoe cJI0BO OHA BKJIAJIBIBaJIa BCIO JIYIILY U JJa’Ke CKpe-
»KeTayla HEMHOKKO 3yDaMu, cTapasch, YTOObI OHO 3ByJasIo Kak
MOXKHO pe3ue U I3BUTeJIbHee.

[TpoxoauBIINY MUMO MaJbli JIeT NATHAAIATH, OCTAHOBUII-
¢ U HaCJIAK/IQJICA BTOH CIIeHOU, KOBBIPAA ¢ OCTepBEHEHUEM B
HOCY.

KoneuHo, Bce 3TH 00CTOATENIHCTBA HE MOTJIU IPU/IATh MHE
Jlyxa MUPOJIIOOUA.

— Hy, ecsu Tak, uyept ¢ T000i1!

C 5TUMU CJIOBaMU S IOBEPHYJICS U MOIIEJT Ha3a/l.

IIpoiiis HECKOJIBKO caXkeHeu, s yCJIbIIIaI NOCIEeNIHbIe 11a-
TH U PAIOM CO MHOM MosBMuIach HuHa, mumneBmas:

— A, TBI 6EKUIIL OT, MEHS, JIETHUIIIb K 3TOU MOJJI0N TBapw!
Kak ke, oHa pazzesiach IpU Bac, 3HaeT Ballly MEP3KYI0 HATy-
Py, a BBI celiuac ¥ NPUJINILIN: YyJIHOE Teso0, uyaHoe Tejol Ax,
s1' GBI TEOS celfuac Ha KJIOUKH pa3opBasia, UCTepJsia ObI B TOPO-
moxk!

Ona nojiHAIa PYKH, U NaJIbIBI UX 33/BUTAJIUChH, KAK JIAIIBI
y mayka. fl eme caep:kuBasics, HO IIpezieJI MOEMY, B CYIIIHOCTH,
He 0YeHb 0OJIBIIIOMY TEPIIEHUIO ObLI OJIU30K, TaK KaK U S 3aK-
puYas, IpyUiaBas CBOEMY I'OJIOCY CaMble TPO3HbIE HOTHI:

— Viiau sydinte, a To 51 He OTBevaro 3a cebs!

— A, THI elnie yrposkaemrs MHe? O, mojpter;! Bot ke Te6e!

U ona co Bceil 37100601 IJTIOHYJIa B MEHS.

ATO MEPENOTHUIIO Yallly: S CTHCHYJ 3yObl U y/IApUJI ee Ky-
JIAaKOM TaK, YTO OHA MOILIATHYJACh, 3aTEM ITOBEPHYJICA U XOTeJl
yiitu. Ho Bonsib HuHBI 3acTaBU/I MeHS OTJIAHYTHCA.

— boxe, on mens ygapui! CTOUTD JIU KUTH MIOCJIE ITOTO?

Ona nozgbexxana K penieTke HabepeKHOU U 3aKUHYJa Ha
Hee HOTY, CTapasch IEPEBAINTHCA B BOAY.

Motii THEB MTHOBEHHO yTUX; A Opocuiicsa k Hune u orra-
AT €€ OT PEIIeTKHU.

— JIoBKO! — 3aBOIMII 3pUTEIb B BOCTOPTE.

{1 3BIKHYJI HA HEro TaK BHYUIUTEJIHHO, YTO OH IPEATIOUet
OTCTYIIUTh HA HECKOJIBKO JIECATKOB IIIAroB, 3aTeM B3s1 HuHy
3a PYKy U IIOBEJI ee TMO/AJIbIlle OT PEKH, IIPUBO/IS €l Pa3HbIe
pe3onbl. Ho oHa Bce mpojio/mKasa phiJIaTh M MMOBTOPSJIA, YTO
el He CTOUTH JKUTh, YTO HAIPACHO A YAEP:KaJl ee, YTO OHA XO-
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4eT MeHS 0CBOOOJUTH, YTOOBI I MOT UATH K «TOH.

A Bce-Taku mpoj0/IKAl YTOBapUBATh M HACKJIy MOT YCIIO-
KOUTb ee cooOpakeHreM, YTO Bce BUJEIH, KaK MBI YIIUTH, BEP-
Hee, yOexxanu BMeCTe, W eCJIM OHA IPUYHUHUT cebe Terephb
CMepTh, TO MEHA MOTYT 3all0/I03PUTh, UTO 5 ee caM yTOIWJI.
IIpu sTOM A TOp:KecTBeHHO obelasn el, 4To 3aBTpa He Oyay
MIPENATCTBOBATh €e HaMEPEHUAM, eI OHA OCTaBUT COOTBETCT-
BYIOIIle€e MHUCHMO.

— J1a Ha uTto Tebe 3T0? — BAPYT Bckpuyaia Huna. — Bcee pas-
HO, CKOPO KOMeTa.

— Jla, xopo111o, ecau KoMeTa, — BO3Pa3uJl g C Cepbe3HbIM
BHJIOM, — & €CJTU IPUZET M0e37], © MbI CIIACEMCS ?

AToT A0BOJ NoKa3aicss HuHe I0CTaTOYHO yOeUTeTbHBIM.
A Korja s1, HEMHOTO CITyCTsI, BOCITOJIb30BaJics 0e3o/ibeM (Ma-
JIBIY, HAOJTIOZABIITUN 32 HAMHY, HCUYE3 YKe U3 BH/Iy) U HadaJl MHU-
putbes, To HuHa, He Bo3Bpalas elle MHe IIOLleJIyeB, Bce-TaKu
CTajla TOCMAaTpUBaTh Ha MeH: JIpy:KeyltoOHee. A ellle 4epe3
roryaca Mexky HaMU IIPOU30IIIesT caeyonui pa3roBop:

— Bce-Taku ThI MEHSA HEMHOKKO JIIOOUIIDH?

Jto cupamuBaerT HuHa, 3ariapiBasd MHe B IJ1a3a.

— KoneuHo, goporas mos. MlHaue nmouemy ObI 51 ¢ TOOOM
BO3mJICA?

— A 3aueM ke ThI TaK BOCTOPTAJICH KTOU»?

— 3r0 Tak, BooOIe. Bespb THI ctojkeHa He Xy»ke ee. Jla mpu-
TOM, 51 He BH)KY B 3TOM HUUYEro ooumaHoro i Tebs. f cmoTtpen
¥ BOCXUIIIAJICA €10, Hy, KaK ObI KpacuBOH cTaTyell, uTo jiu. Benp
He CTaHelIb JKe Thl PeBHOBATh MEHs K cTaTye?

— CraHy, Bce paBHO CTaHy, €CJIU THI OyZIelb IJIA/IeTh Ha Hee
TaKHUMHU IJ1a3aMu. fI Xouy, 4TOOBI Thl CMOTPEJI TOJIbKO Ha MEHH.

— Hy, 310, rosrybxa, 6eccMbICTIEHHO.

— Ho Bexap s1 Te6s Tak JII00JTIO.

— Bor yx sToro s He monumarw. Kakas ato 1060B6? Paze
JII0OMMOTO YeJI0BeKa TaK OCKOPOJIAIOT, KaK Thl MEHS?

Hwuna Hamia, BEposITHO, UTO TYT, B CAMOM JieJie, HEUHCTO,
U He BO3pakajia, a MUHYTHI Yepe3 JIBe 3asBUJIA C YJIBIOKOU:

— MHe camMo¥i Teneps CTBITHO TOTO, YTO 51 TOBOPHUJIA U JIe-
Jasna.
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— A nymaro! Xoporiro erie, 9To HaC BUJIET TOJbKO KaKOU-
TO MaJIbUHIIKA.

— AX, THI Bce OECIIOKOUIIILCA O TOM, UYTO CKaXKyT Jipyrue! A
MHe OBLIO He JI0 TOTO.

— Hy, aro eme nycrssku. Ho BooOpasu, 4To Takas clieHa
MMPOU30IILJIa TIPY HOPMAaJIbHBIX OOCTOSITEJIHCTBAX: BE/lb HAC OB,
HaBEPHOE, MOTAIUINA B y9acTOK. YTO 3K TYyT 0OCOOEHHO JIECT-
HOTO?

Hwuna corsacuiace, 4To TYT He OBLJIO HUYETO JIECTHOTO.
Janee Havyauch OOBIYHBIE MEK/y MPUMHUPHUBIINMUCH CTOPO-
HaMU U3JIUSHUA. MBI U TyJsJIH, ¥ IPUCAKUBAJINUCH, U OIIATH
TYJISIM 3TaK 4acoB /IO 7 YTpa, ¥, KOHEYHO, CTPAIIHO yCTaJIH;
Ha/10 OBLIO OT/IOXHYTb.

3amu Mbl ObLIO B OTUH KPACUBBIN MOABE3]] U BAPYT OT-
MIPSTHYJTH C y>KaCOM.

B mpoJsieTe sieCTHUIIBI BHCEJ YEJIOBEK, 3aXJIECTHYBIITUHN Be-
PEBKY 3a Mepuia U IPEeANOYTUBIINNA TaKUM 00pa30M pPENIUTh
BOIIPOC KU3HU U CMEPTH II0 CBOEMY YCMOTPEHHIO U B OoJiee
yZioO6HOe 1151 cebs1 BpeMs.

Mp1 yOexkaau U JIOJITO ellle XOAWIN, I0Ka He BBIBETPUIIOCH
TSKEJIOe BIIeYaTeHre OT 3TOr0 6arpoBOTO JIMIA C BhITApaIeH-
HBIMU TJIa3aMU U BBICYHYTHIM SI3BIKOM.

Haxkowner ycrasocts B3s1a Bepx. Mbl Hanwti Ha [arapus-
CKOU HabepeKHOU OUYeHb y/I00HYI0 KBaPTHUPY CO CBOOOTHBIM OT
IIOCTOSI TIO/ThE3/I0M, 3aTIEPJIUCh, YTOOBI HUKTO HE MIOMEIIaI HaM
CIaTh, HO, IIPEK/IE UeM JIeUb, IPUHSAJIUCH, 10 KeJTaHu0 HUHBIL,
Pa3bICKUBATh YUCTOE OeJibe. ATOTO /I0Opa HAILIOCH BJIOBOJIb.
MBI 1 caMu OZIEJTUCH BO BCE YMCTOE U IMOCTEJIHN 3aCT/IAIA YKC-
TBIM OesibeM. 11 Kak 3To ObLIO IPUATHO HOCJIE HEeJIeJIbHOTO Ipe-
OBIBAJIMU B OZTHOM U TOM Ke!

— HTak, MblI ¢ TOOOIO IPEACTAHEM IIPEJT JIMIIOM KOMETHI B
yucToM OeJibe, — IIyTUII 1. — He mpuKakelb Jiu HaJleTh Qpak?

Huna ynpibanace 1 ckazasa, 9To MpUKaXKeT.

MBI CITyCTUJIH TS?KEJIble 3aHABECHI U CPEU MTOJTHOTO MpaKa
Y TUIIWHBI IPEJJAJIUCh OTIOXHOBEHUIO MIOCJIE CTOJIb OYPHO IIPO-
BeICHHOH HOYHU.
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XXVII

Yceranu Mbl, JOJKHO OBITH, CTPAIIHO, WJIM TaKOBA K ObLIA
Haia cyzpba (YuraTesip ceifuac MouMeT, IIoUYeMy 51 TOBOPIO 3TO),
HO, KOT/Ia 5 IIPOCHYJICA W, OTOJIBUHYB 3aHABECHI, IOCMOTPEJ Ha
yachkl, TO OBUIO YK€ Q YacOB Beuepa, a, MOXeT ObITh, U CJIe-
JIYIOIIIETO yTpa; HO, TOpPa3AyMaB HEMHOTO, s PEIIWI, YTO €/IBa
Jii1 GBI MOT MIPOCHATh CYTKH; 714 ¥ CBETJIee OBLIO OBI yTPOM.

W3 okHa OTKpbIBaJIcA NpeKpacHbId Buj Ha HeBy u Ha BbI-
OGOpPrcKyIo CTOpOHY. XOpOoIo ObLIa BUIHA YaCTh HAOEpe:KHOH y
TOCIIUTAJISI; HO 3TO MECTO, IPEXe Takoe OOMKoe, TaKoe JIIoJ-
HOe, Terepb OBLJIO MEPTBO, MePTBO. 11 Bce MMeJIO TaKOH TPyCT-
HBIHN BUJI, YTO MHE OCTABAJIOCh TOJILKO BEPHYTHCS B IIOCTEITD.

A mosnexxasn ere HEMHOTO, HO »KeJIyZI0K IOITAJIKUBAJI MEHS
B OOK U Bce Oypyait:

— Yro 570 32 nmopsaaku! f yxe 4acoB ABaAIATH CUXKY 06e3
pabotsl. I'ne pacnopsigutens? f, HaKOHeI, Oy/y *KaJOBaThCS.

Hy, mue Haz0es10 3T0 Bopuanue! f Bcras, oxescs u, He Oy-
1 HuHy, momres pa3go0bITh 4ero-HuOysb.

Beriizis Ha ysiuiy, 1 3aMeTUI HeBJAJIeKe Ha CTEHe I0Ma
ob6baBienne. CHavasa s OyMaJl, 4TO 9TO CTapoe, OT 22 HIO-
Hs, HO IOTOM YCOMHUJICA: OY€Hb YK OHO BBITJIAJIEJIO YUCTEHD-
KHUM. A yCOMHUBIINUCH, 3aUHTEPECOBAJICA: KOMY 3TO IIPHUIILJIO B
TOJIOBY 3a0aBJ/IATHCS IMeYaTaHUEM U PACKJIEHKON 00bsABIEHHI?
IToxoxy 1 ynTaro:

«CerojiHs, 27 UI0JIsA, Bce ocTaBiiuecs B IlerepOypre mpur-
samarmTcs Ha HukonaeBckuii B BapiraBckuil BOK3asibl, T7e UX
OyAyT »KJ1aTh MOe371a I OThe3/la Ha 10T B MeCTa, HaXOAIIre-
cA BHe IpeziosiaraeMoi cgepsl CTOIKHOBEHUS 3eMJIU ¢ KOMe-
TOM...»

Jlasnblie OBLIO eIre YTO-TO, HO A YK He YUTAJI, a CTPEMIJIaB
nosietes1 K HuBe, pa3byuit ee ¥ IpePHIBAIOIINMCS OT BOJIHE-
HUH W OJBIIIKH I'OJIOCOM COOOINUJ €l Y3HAaHHYI0 HOBOCTb.
Kyna y Hee u coH nmponan?

OHa KMBO BCKOYMJIA U CTaja ojieBaTbcs. f momorar e,
KaK yMeJl, U CJIEZICTBHEM MOEW IMOMOIIU OBLJIO TO, YTO I0OKA
ObL7Ia HajleTa 33JI0M Hamepes, KPIoUKH Jinda BAETH HE B CBOU
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MIETJIN, U TO, KOHEYHO, He BCe; OAIlIMaKK TOXKE JIEPIKAJIHCh JIUIIh
Ha JIByX BEPXHHX IyroBunax. Ho 3ato oHa 6pLy1a rOTOBA B IATH
MUHYT, U MBI TOTUYAC 7K€ IIOMYaJIUCh.

Bexxayit MbI CHJIBHO, C O’KECTOUEHUEM U, BbIOe)kaB Ha Jlureii-
HBIH, y?Ke JO/DKHBI ObLIU BBICYHYTD A3BIKU. AX, ec/Ti ObI H3BO3-
yuK Win XoTA Obl koHKa! Ho pasBe moxkeT OBITH UTO-7TUOO0
IIyTHOE IepeJi CTOJIKHOBEHHEM MHUPOB? 11 BOT MBI JOJIKHBI
OBLIM W/ATH 1IATOM, B TO BpeMs KaK cep/Alle TOTOBO ObLIO BBI-
IPBITHYTh U3 TPyAU. Bpemsa oT BpeMeHU MBI IPUIYCKAIU U
PBICBIO, HO, KOHEYHO, HEHAZ[0JITO.

Ha HeBckoMm ObL1I0 COBCEM O€3JTI0ZTHO, XOTS BUEPA BEUEPOM
HapOoJ, IPOCTO KuIesa. Mbl 3aMETHIN TOJBKO 3-4 YeJI0BEK, Oe-
TYIIHX 10 HATIPABJIEHHO K BOK3JTy; OJIMH U3 HUX KPUKHYJI HAM:

— Croemute! Cam rocyaaps npuexas 3a HAMH.

W mpumycTtusa cuyibHee, YC/IBbIIIAaB MapOBO3HBINA CBUCTOK.
MBI TOXKE TOMYAJINCh; 1 cXBaTUI HUHY 3a pyKy U TalluiI ee Ha
Oykcupe.

Bexkasy Mbl Tak ycepAHO, YTO, IPUOIU3UBIINCH K BOK3AJLY,
ZIBIIIIAIA, KaK 3allajJleHHbIe JIOMAAU, T. €. y>Ke He JbIIIaau, a
60JbIIIe TIPUTBOPSIINCH. KaKOM-TO TOJICTAK OcTasicA JAJIEKO IIO-
3aau. MHe Kajko ObLJIO BUETH, KAK OH CTApajICcs IIHpe pac-
CTaBJIATH HOTH, JIEUCTBYS BCEM KOPILyCOM; LIJIAIA C HETO CJIe-
TeJIa, TIOT JIMJI TPAZIOM, BOJIOCHI IPYJIUILIH KO JIOY, U BCsA Ury-
pa BhIpakasia MoJIHOe u3HeMokeHue. Ho uTo s Mor /it Hero
cnenars? TamuTh ero Ha Oykcupe? Ho 5TO enBa i momMoOrIo
Obl, 71a 1 1 caM YK U3HeMorasl. KoHeuHo, TOJIBKO cTpax 3a *KU3Hb
U OKMBIIAs HaJ/leXK/1a Ha ee cllaceHHe MOIVIM NPUAATh HaIlluM
HOTaM CTOJIBKO CHJIBI M OBICTPOTBHI, a JIETKUM TaKOU OOJIBIION
00beM U BOOOIIE BEBIHOCIUBOCTbD.

Ho Bor, ciaBa bBory, u Bok3as. IlepBble Oeryimiue CKpbl-
BAIOTCA B BOpoTax mpuObITHA. MBI 32 HUMH, TpoberaeM BCIO
wiaTgopMy, CIIPhITUBaeM ¢ Hee U OeKUM Jajibliie. BoT mecro
B3PBIBA [1APOB0O3a U 0OJIOMKH, 3aTPOMOK/IAIOIINE ITyTh. TpyTIHL,
O/THaKO, yOpaHHI.

Bapyr Geryinue Briepe/ii OCTAaHABIUBAIOTCA U C TOCKOH TJIS-
JAT B J1atb. KTO-TO mpoOyeT KPUKHYTh, HO 3aIIbIXaBIIAsICs TPY/Ib
MOKET W3/IaTh TOJIBKO YTO-TO, IMOJ0O0HOE BOILIIO MOJIOJIEHbB-
KOro retyiika. /[a 6y/ib y HEro rojioc jjake mpoTOAbSIKOHA, BCe 1
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OH HUYEro He MOMOT ObI: BJa/IH, BIAJIH, yKe 3a AMepUKaHC-
KAM MOCTOM, MEJIBKHYJI TOJIBKO XBOCT yAAJISIOIIETOCS T10€e3-
J1a, HO Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO CEKYH/T CUe3aeT U OH.

Ho Ham Bce elje He BepUTCs, YTO HCUe3JIa NOC/IETHAA Ha-
Jle’K/1a Ha criaceHue. Mpl Bce CTOUMM U YIIOPHO IJISI/TUM B TY JKe
CTOPOHY, KaK ObI 0KH/Iasl, UTO BOT-BOT HA TOPU30HTE MOKAKET-
cs1 YEPHOE YYZIOBUIIIE, TIOCIIBIIITUTCS TPUBETCTBEHHBIN CBHUCTOK,
M K HaM IIOJIJIETUT XOTh MaJIeHbKHH II0€37], XOTh OJHH BaroH,
XOTh OJIMH ITAPOBO3.

Ho aruero He BUIHO, IJ1a3a yCTAIOT, U HaJle3K/1a MEPKHET B
HAIIIUX JyIIax.

Bapyr oimH 13 TOBapUINEN IO HECUYACTHIO, TOT CAMbIH, KO-
TOPBIA KPUKHYJI HaM, UTO IpHUeXayl caM rocyaapb, HauMHAeT
YTOIIATh CBOIO TOJIOBY KyJlaKaMU:

— Bor te6e! Bor Tebe 3a xxamuocts! I'ocriomu!

B ocrepBeHeHNU OH PBET Ha cebe MUIKaK; U3 KapMaHa BbI-
JIETaeT TOJICTBIA OyMaKHUK. DTO 0oJjiee pas/ipakaeT HecyacT-
HOTO:

— A, 3T0 BBI, nogJibie! Bee BoI! BoT ke Bam!

OH paspbIBaeT OyMasKHUK, BHIXBATbIBAET OTTY/Ia IIAYKHU CTO-
pyOJIEBBIX aCCUTHAITUH Y IPUHUMAETCS MATH UX, PBaTh, JaBUTh
KabJIyKOM; TIOTOM OH BBIXBATBhIBAET M3 JAPYroro KapMaHa ITyK
MPOLIEHTHBIX OyMar, pBeT U KX Ha MeJIKHe KJIOYKH, U BCe Bpe-
M IIPU STOM IIaYeT HaB3PhI U Jlajiee KaK-TO PhIYUT.

MBI cTOMM, IVIAIUM Ha BCE 3TO U HHUYETO He TOBOPUM, HU-
Yyero He JIeJIaeM, XOTs MepeJ] HAMU YHUUTOXKAETCS 1eJI0e COCTOsA-
Hue. BipoueMm, Kk 4eMy OHO Temepb HaM HJIU KOMy-1u60 B Ile-
TepOypre? IlycTh pBeT, MyCTh HATEIIUT CBOIO JYIIIEHBKY B IIO-
caeaHuit pas!

PazopBaB Oymaru u pa3MmeTaB Ja)ke UX KJIOYKH, OH TPO3UT
KOMY-TO KyJIJAaKaMH, ChITJIET PyraTeJIbCTBAMU, 3aTEM KHUJIAETCS
HUYKOM U ObETCS TOJIOBOIO 03eMb. KTO-TO mpo0yeT yTemuTh
€ero:

— Hy, uto x nestath! Bmecte Gexkanu, Aa He H00€KaH.

PoiiaBIInii IpUIOAHSJICA U 3apbIUall:

— Viiau ThI, caesiai MUocTh! Y, nbaBos!

W oH momMaxas KyJIakoM BCJIE]T, yIeAIIeMY Oe3/Ty.
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— Yero K TbI pyraempos-to? — ¢GJIerMaTUYHO CIIPOCHUJI
YTEIIUTEb.

— Kak Hero? /la moiimMu Tbl, I[ypbsA TBOU T'0OJIOBA, UTO A YK
OBLJI Ha II0E3]IE.

— A, ati! Yero x ThI cj1e3?

— Bor 3a sTUMU AbABOJIAMU.

U oH cHoBa Habpocuscsa Ha eHbru. Ho 3T0 OBLT mocesn-
HHUI B3PBIB APOCTH; MOCJIE HETO OefiHATa YTUX, OCOBEJ U KaK-
TO MaIIMHAJIBHO, TOKOPHO CTaJIb OTBEYATh HA BOIIPOCHI.

Oxazajioch, 4TO M0e3710B He OBLIIO MIOTOMY, UTO, KaK MbI B
MIpeJInoJIaraayd, MallMHUCTBI CHAYasIa OTKa3aIuch exaTh B Ile-
Tepbypr. Ho rocyzaps, y3HaB 006 3TOM, ceruac ke MpuKasas
HapsAJAUTb BO3MOXKHO OOJIBIIIE TT0€3/I0B, UTOOBI ¢ OTHOH CTOPO-
HBI IPUCTHIIUTH TPYCOB, a C APYrod — HAOJIIOCTU 3a HCIIOJIHE-
HHEM CBoero npukasza. Cam OTIpaBUJICSI Ha CBOEM IIOE37e C3a-
nu. B IleTepOypr moesza MpUILIA 27 UIOHA OKOJIO Q YacoB
yTpa, U ceifuac sxe ObLIa pa3ocyiaHa MOJTUIHUA U TT0e31Has IIPH-
cJIyTa JUIN PAcKJIEMKU OOBABJIEHUN W BOOOIIE JIJIs OIOBEIe-
Hus kutesieil [lerepOypra. Pacckasuuk y3Has 06 5TOM JIUIIb
BEUEPOM M ceruac »Ke OTIpPaBUJICSI Ha BOK3aJsl, HO, CU/IS YKE B
BaroHe, BCIIOMHUJI, YTO OCTaBWJI JIOMa JIEHbIU. 3apyJIHUBIIIUCD,
110 €ro cjioBaM, OOeIaHueM KOHIYKTOPA, YTO €Ile IOJOK/IYT
YeTBEPTh YaCHKa, OH I0- OeKaT IOMOU.

— A Tebe Kyzia JoMOK-TO OekaTh?

— Ja ua Kazancky1o.

CropammuBaBIIui AaXke 3aCBUCTAIL.

— Taxk 3TO THI B UeTBEpPTh Uaca pacroJiarajg mpobekaTb
B3a/-Ha3a/? JTO U JIUXavy, IOXKaIyH, He C/IeIaTh.

— Ha a yaymaun, elie noZ0KayT.

— OTKyz1a 3Ke y Bac Takue JIeHbI'H B3JINCh? — CIIPOCUII JPY-
TO¥, BUTUMO, JIIOOSAIIINY MPOHUKATh B TIyOUHY BeIEH.

— ApPTeJIBIITUKY MBI, IIPU OAHKE COCTOMM.

— ¥Yry! — npobypuast JII0OOTTBITHBIA.

— 13 MOCKBBI, CKa3bIBaIOT, OEXKUT HAPO/, cTpacTh Kak! CoB-
CEM ITyCTO CTaJIO.

— Byzer mycro, Kot MOKHO YUTH. A HaM HEKy/1a.

— Temneppb mponaziath GyieM.
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U roBOpPUBIINH ¢ MpAYHBIM BH/IOM YCTABUJICS B CBOH CAIlO-
T'H, Kak OyZITO BUIEJT UX B IIEPBBIA pas.

— A BBI Iaps BUIEIN? — IOJII000IBITCTBOBAJ €I O/ H.

— Jla kaK ’Ke: BOT KaK Bac BHIKY. BbIIIesT OH, 3aCTyITHHK
Halll, U3 BarOHAa, CTOUT 3/IaKUU MeYaJbHbIN, edaabHbIN. [Ipu-
KazaJi, YToOBI BceX Ha MapCKui moes  mymaitu. Hapoma Tam Ha-
opasocs! Ctpacts! 1 Kak 3aBUJAT €T0, celyac «ypa» Kpuyar!

— AX, KaK ke 9TO ThI, OpaTel; MOu?

XXVIII

Ha MeHs 3TO mpoucIecTBre IIPOU3BEJIO CAMO€E TATOCTHOE
BlleuaTyieHue. Bece 3TH IHU mOcsie B3phIBA IIApOBO3a 51 4yBCTBO-
BaJI CTPaHHOE PaBHOYIIIHE K BOIPOCY O criaceHuu. OObsICHUTD
3TO MOKHO OBLJIO, CKOPEE BCEro, MOKOPHOCTHIO Cy/ib0e: KOJIH
HEJIb3s1 CIIACTHCh, TAK YTO 3K JieIaTh? He OpaHUThCS Ke, KaK STOT
apTeJIbIIUK!

Ho BoT 6yiecHyJT JIyd HaZeXAbl, U BO MHe IpoOyauIach
HEYKPOTHUMAs JKaXk/a KU3HH, TaKasl ’Kak/1a, 4YTO 5 TOTOB ObLI
ITOBECUTHCS WJIH YTOIMMUTHCS, JIUIIH OBl HEe UCIBITHIBATD STOU
’Ka’KJIbl, a, TJIaBHOE, TOPUYAKIIIEro CO3HAHUS HEBO3MOKHOCTU
ee YJI0BJIETBOPEHU .

Mpbl ¢ HuHOI OTZIEIUINCh OT TPYINbI, IIPOJOJIXKABIIEH
0’KMBJIEHHO Oece/loBaTh O KOJIOCCAJIbHOU IJIYIIOCTH KaHOTO
apTeJIbIIUKA, U MONLUTH cebe 6e3 BCSIKON OmpesieJIeHHON IeTn
MIPsIMO 110 pesibcaM K OOBOTHOMY KaHaJTy.

Bce nepeBsiHHBIE CTPOEHUs 0 00€ CTOPOHBI IyTH Y3Ke BbI-
rOpeJsin, HO OTOHb MepeKrHy 10 3a OOBOIHBIN KaHAJI, U TaM I10-
Kap elrne mpo/I0JKaICs.

¥ mocra Ha Oy/ike OBLIO TIPUKJIEEHO 0OBSIBJIEHHE, TO CAMOE,
KOTOPOE s Yac TOMY He JJOUHTaJI. A, MOXKET ObITh, TAM YTO-HHU-
Oyap uHTEpecHoe! JlemaTh Hedero, AounTaio y. Ho Temepp s
VK MEIJIEHHO, Ja’Ke CJIMIIKOM M€e/IJIEHHO ITPOYeT:

— «Cerogus, 27 WUIOHA...». MM.... MM... <Ha IOI».... MM...
«3eMJIU ¢ KoMeTOH». Jlo cuX IOp A YK YUTaJ, U O4EeHb CKBEP-
HO, 4TO yuTa. Terneps ganbiie: «Bce rpoMosiKue v BOOOIIEe
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60Js1p1IOTO 0O6BEMA BelU He OY/yT JOMyCKaThCs B BaroHsl. I1o-
CJIeJTHUH TTOe3] OTOUeT: OT BapmraBckoro Bok3asa B 6 4acoB
Beuepa, oT HukosaeBckoro B 10 yacoB Beuepa. [loesna C.-Ile-
TepOypro-BapiaBckoii joporu moiayT /1o Bapiiassl, HO B Buib-
He JKeJIalollie MOTYT IlepececTh B moe3za, uayuue B Kues u
Opeccy.

IIpoesn GecrutaTHbid. [IpoBU3HeEN HEOOXOAMMO 3allacaTh-
ca B IletepOypre, n60 craHIIMOHHBIE OydeTHI He IeUCTBYIOT.

W3 Bcero mpouTeHHOT0 MHE 0O0JIbIIIE BCETO MMOHPABUJIOCH
CBeJleHHe, YTO BapIllaBCKHe MM0e3/1a YIILJIN PaHbIlle MOCKOB-
cKuX. JHAUYUT, TyZa UATH Hedyero. bosbIoe /iuist Hac obJierye-
Hue! ['J1aBHOE, TO IPUATHO, YTO HET O0JIee HUKAKOU HaJeK/Ibl,
U He OyZIeT, cieJIoBaTeIbHO, pa304apOBaHHUS.

Ere 60J1biniee obsieryeHue MOYyBCTBOBA 51, KOT/Ia, IIO/THAB
IJ1a3a, YBUEJI BIPYT APKYIO XBOCTATYIO 3BE3/Ty, ICHO BBIEJISIB-
IIYIOCS JIadKe Ha CBETJIOM Hebe Oesioii merepOyprckoil Houn.
CO 3JIOCTH TIOCJIAJI €M BO3YIITHBIN TOIEITYH.

— A BOT, HaKOHeI, THI 3/I€Ch, TosryOyIka! Jlo6po moxaso-
BaTh! CKopeil ObI KOHYAJIACh 3TA KAHUTEJTh.

A ctucHyn 3y6n1 1 momesn nanbine. Ho Huna tBepmo pe-
IITJIa HEMHOXKKO IIOIIAKATh | JIJIsI 9TOTO IIPHCesia Ha TPaBKe.
Hy uro 3K, mycTh nmomiaver!

A mocusen Bo3sie Hee, MIOKOBBIPST B 3eMJIe, CTaJI paccMar-
pUBaTh KaKyIO-TO OYKAIIKy U C/IeJIa €l MUJIOCTUBBINA BBITO-
BOp, KOTI/Ia OHA 3axoTeJia 3a0paThCs KO MHE 3a pyKaB. MBICIIb,
OJty>kast, 3abpajiach Ha MOIO POJIMHY, K JKeHe, K MaHe. Bciom-
HUWIUCh MHE MOHW CTapUKU-POJIUTEN, C TAKUM HETepIIeHUEM
0’KUJIAIoNHE Ternepb MeHA. BCIOMHMIIOCh MHE, KaK B IOCJIE/I-
Hee CBHUIaHME OTeI] IIPU MPOINAaHUH YIIa TOJIOBOM MHE Ha ILjTe-
40 1 6e33BYYHO 3apbIJIaJL.

Hoporue mou! Brl Tennepb, He60OCh, TOJIBKO U BBITJISA/IBI-
Baetre! Kak TO/MBKO mpoeieT U3BO3UHK, CTYKHET KAJIUTKA: HE
Kona nm? Hanpacuo! Ax, HanmpacHo! Bam cbIH momas B Kam-
KaH, U He BUJIAaTh eMy OOJIbIlle HU BAIllUX, TAK JJOPOTUX €My
JIMII, HA Balller0 YIOTHOTO JOMHKA, HUYEro, HUYEro, 4To Tak
J110060 6bLIO ero cepary! He aymasu BbI, UTO IEPEKUBETE €TO,
HO TaK CJIyYHJIOCH.

Uto 3To0 HuHa Tak yIIOpHO JIbeT KTOKU CIIE3HBI»?
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A Hames Hy>KHBIM IIPUOCTAHOBUTH UX U KAaTETOPUYECKU BbI-
cKasacA:

— Hy, 6yzer! PazmokHelb, moxkanyii! IlotiieM Jydiie Aaib-
1Ie.

Mp! nomnu ganbine, xoTa HuHa Bce-Taku BTUXOMOJIKY
XHBIKaJIa U IOMHUHYTHO CMOPKaJIach; HOC y Hee paclyx, Io-
KpacHeJI U CTaJl TAKOU CMEeITHOH.

¥YBuUzeB, 4TO HAIIPABO OT/eJIAETCA IMyTh, S PElIn, YTO 3TO,
JIOJKHO OBITH, BETBb K IOPTY, coo0Ima 06 stom Hune, u Ham
3ax0TeJIOCh NPOUTU B IMOPT, MOCJIEIHUU pa3 B3IVIAHYTHh Ha
MOpE, T. €. Ha TO, YTO JIETKOMBICJIEHHBIE MTeTePOYPKI[bI Ha3bI-
BAIOT MOpPEM, U IIOTOM, XOTs OHO, HaJI0 [yMaTh, 1aJleKO He TaK
KpacuBo, Kak Heamnoss.... IOTOM... BCe-TaKU yMeEPETbh.

BoTt MBI ¥ OTIIPAaBUJINCH IIyTEIIECTBOBATh; IPOILIU BoJiko-
BO KJIQ/IOUIIIE, IepeBHIO BoJiKkoBy. BOT 3Ke1e3HOIOPOXKHBIN MOCT
HaJ| TEM IIyTeM, KOTOPBIM MbI UJIEM.

[Ipoiiasa moja 5TUM MOCTOM, S YBHUZEJ BJIEBO OT IIyTH Ka-
KHe-TO CTPOEHH S, OTPa’kK/IeHHBIE JOBOJIbHO BHICOKHM 3a00pOM.
B neBoM yrily m3-3a BBICOKOTO /IEPEBSIHHOTO 3/]JaHUS BbI/laBa-
JIOCh KaKO€e-TO MOoJIylllapue.

Bartomiku, uto 510 Takoe? Ilosymapue ABuraercs, BbICTaB-
JISISICH TO OOJIBINE, TO MeHbIIe! /la 3TO — BO3AYIIHBIN mmIap!

Bapyr BHe3amHas MBICJIb OCBETHJIA, OYKBAJIBHO OCBETHJIA
MOU MO3T. /la Beib 3TO — cllaceHHue WM XOTh BO3MOKHOCTD
ero! KpoBb pUXJIbIHYJIA K CEPALLY, U 4 JaKe 3aIIaTaacH.

OTtkyna Betep? HeTepnennBo MOBOpayrMBaOCh BO BCE CTO-
POHBI, YTOOBI Y3HATh €ro HampasyieHue. Ho 371ech, B 3TOMU Ke-
JIE3HO/IOPOXKHOM TpaHIllee, HUYero He y3Haelllb.

Bab6uparoch Ha OpycTBep U 371€Ch OIIYIIAI0 BETEP U JIaKe
cwibHBIN BeTep. Ho oTkyzma oH? OT Kakoi cTpaHbl cBeta? [ie
costHIe? AX, 4YePT BO3bMHU, IJle 3TO COJIHIE, KOTOPOTO HUKOT/Ia
He OBIBAET, €CJIU €T0 HYKHO?

CosiHLIa HeT, HO, CyAsd IO OKpacke Heba, HA/O 10JIAraTh,
YTO OHO CIPATAJIIOCH BOH 3a Ty Ty4y. CaMoe oAXo/As1Iee MecTo
JUIST CKBEPHOTO meTepOyprckoro cosHna! Tam, 3HauuT, 3ama,
BepHee, ceBepo-3anai, Aaxe, MOy, BepHee BCET0, YTO CEBEP.
U Berep ortyza! la aTo — BOCcTOPT!
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A xBaTaro ogHON pykou pyky HuHbl, BpUIe3IIel 3a MHOU
Ha HACBIIb, HO HEJIOyMEBAIOIIEH, YTO CO MHOMU JiejlaeTcs, Apy-
I'yIO PYKY IPOTATUBAIO K IIapy U MeJIOZ[paMaTHYeCKU BOIIUIO:

— Tawm cnacenue!

Ona Bce-Taky He IOHUMAaeT, HO KaKoe MHe JI0 3TOrO J1eJI0?
A Tamy ee k BopoTaM, Ha KOTOPBIX BbIBeCKa: «Y4ueOHBIH BO3-
JIyXOIlJIaBaTeJIbHBIN MMapK»; OHU, K CYACThIO, HE 3aIIE€PThI, U MBI
JIeTUM B OJIMKaWIINI JIeBBIM yTOJI ABOpPA, OrubaeM JiepeBsiH-
HBIHM capaii, ¥ BOT MBI y IIapa, IPUBA3aHHOTO TOJICTBIMHU Be-
peBKaMu. MUIbIN, KAKOU OH ITyXJIEeHbKUU, TOJTHEHbKUIA!

Bce, oueBuiHO, TOTOBO K II0JIETY; B KOP3UHE CJIOXKEH pa3-
HBIN Oarask, HoO HUKOI'0O M3 JIIOeH HeT. DTO Hac, OJHAKO, HU-
CKOJIBKO HE CMYIIIaeT.

S nepebpaceiBato HuHy B KOp3uHy, Jie3y Ty/la U caM, HaXo-
3Ky TOIIOp M HaYWHAK 00pyOaTh BepeBKU. [IpOHCXOIUT MasieHb-
KOe TpsICeHbe, HAaC YyTh He BBIKU/IBIBAET, HO MOCJIEHAA Be-
peBKa BoBpeMs 00py0OJsieHa, 1 1map ObICTPO U IJIABHO IOJIHU-
MaeTcs BBepX, a I0TOM OepeT HaIlpaBJeHUe Ha IOT.

Ha ror, Ha 10T, Tenmeph CTABIINU AJIsI MEHS BJIBOMHE MH-
JBIM!

W3 omHOTO AIOMA BBICKOYMIIA ODUIEP U COIAAT U OCTAHO-
BIJINCH CpeJiu BOPA. fl He BMKY BBIPQJKEHUS UX JIUII, HO JKUBO
BooOpakaro cebe, Kakoe y»KacHOe OTUAsTHHUE HAIMCAaHO Ha HUX.
MozkeT ObITh, B3ATh UX? ABOCh, MECTa XBATHUT. A BIPYT OHU BbI-
CTaBAT HAC, HETIPOIIIEHBIX TOcTel? Vn map He OTHUMET YeT-
Bepbix? Ho M0okHO BBIGPOCUTD Oajiacrt.

Huna ymossier:

— Bo3bpmem ux!

Braropoanbie noOy»k/1eHNsA 0/IePKUBAIOT Bepx, HO, KaK Bce-
r7a, UX OJTHUX MaJio, aXKe CJAUIIKOM MaJjo: IOKa f OThICKAJ
BEepEBKYy OT KJIallaHA /I BBIMyCKa rasa, moka ybemauscs, 4To
9TO UMEHHO Ta caMas BePEBKAa, U3 HAIIUX IJ1a3 CKPbLICA HE
TOJIBKO TIApK, HO U [leTepOypr, KOTOPBII Teneps B CyMpaKe HO-
YM mpecTaBIIsics 6echOpMEHHOH MacCcou.



XXIX

Mgl jIeTUM Ha 3HAYUTeJIbHOU BbIcOTe. fl OBLIIO BBICYHYJICA
IIOCMOTPETD, YTO BHU3Y, HO ceduac ke CIpsTaycs Hasaj; ro-
JIOBA 3aKpYKWJIAach, 1 MHe IOKa3ajoch, YTO KOp3WHA cepuac
OTOpBETCS, U MBI II0JIeTUM BHU3. HUHaA Iprrkasach Ha JHe KOp-
3UHBI, KK UCIIYTAaHHBIN MBIIIIOHOK.

MBI JIeTUM Tak 4ac, Apyroi; HOHEMHOTY IIPUBBIKAeM K I10-
JIO)KEHUIO U HAaUMHAaeM yCcTpauBaThcA nmoynobuee. Haxomum
TeIlIble OJlesila, KOTOpble HaM OYeHb KCTaTH, ©OO MBI TOPS/I-
KOM IIPOJIPOTJIM; HAaXO/{UM BOJKY, XJ1e0 U pa3Hble KOHCEPBHI,
MIPEUMYIIECTBEHHO Cap/INHBI, U 3TO MMOJHUMAET Halll JyX.

Haxkonen mokasbpiBaeTcs COJIHIle, U K HaM BO3BpalllaeTcs
IIPEXHASA XpabpPOCTh U BECETIOCTb.

fl onATh BHICOBBIBAIOCH U3 KOP3UHBI U 3aMeyaro, YTO MBbI
JIETUM TapaJUIesIbHO JKEeJIe3HOU Jlopore B J[Ba IyTH; HAJ0 IO-
Jararb, uTo 310 Hukosmaesckas nopora. Berep, Bugumo, yCcuiimi-
cs1, 60 MEeCTHOCTD I10/1 HaMU yOeraeT ropaszio ObicTpee, YeM
paHblire.

MpbI caguMces 3aBTpaKaTh U OYEHBb JIaXKe Becesio 3aBTpa-
kaeM. IToTom A 3aBOKy 4achl U y3HaI0, UTO y:Ke OKOJIO 4 YacoB
yTpa 1o neTepOyprckoMy BpeMeHU.

Tenepp MbI OCBOMJINCH C IIIAPOM, ¥ OH HaM OYeHb HPABUT-
cs; TECHOBATO HEMHOT'O B KOp3WHE, HO B 'PO0Y MHOTO TeCHee.
A Bup oTcrogal 9to HeuTo peepudeckoe!

fl He ymer0 ompeziesIUTh BHICOTHI, HO MHE KaXKeTcs, YTO /IO
3eMJTH OYZIET C TIOJIBEPCTHI.

Bckope, yacoB B 6 yTpa, Mbl OOrOHsIEM I0€3/1a, BBIIIE/IINE
u3 IlerepOypra. IToe3n 3a moe3moM I OHU IO OTHOMY C Ha-
MM HampasjeHUI0. Mbl HACUMTAIN U3 CBBIIIE IATUIECATHU.

Hac ckopo 3amerniu, Maxaju HaM IUIaTKaMU, IIpUTJIalia-
JIM CIIyCTUTBCA. MBI TaKKe MaxaJjiu, 4eM II0Iajlo, HO CIIyCKaThb-
cs1 He XOTeJIH, MO0 HAIII IIap JIeTeJI Ty/a JKe, HO JIeTeJI TOpas/io
obicTpee. [IpUTOM 51 CHJIBHO Omacasicst, YTO MEHs He MOTJIAIAT
I10 TOJIOBKE 32 MOU IOCTYIIOK C Ka3€HHBIM UMYIECTBOM.

Ha, ato HukosnaeBckasa popora! Ckopo Mbl 000THa/IU U
[IAPCKUH MOE3/1, KOTOPBIN JIETKO OBLJIO OTJIMYUTH 110 KPACUBOH
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OKpacke. 3HAUUTEJILHO BIEPEIU €ro IIeJ elle OJUH HeOO0Ib-
IIIOH ITOEe3/.

Ha craHnusax, MUMO KOTOPBIX MBI IIPOJIETAJIN, COBCEM HE
OBLIIO BUIHO JIIOJIEH; OUEBU/IHO, BCE YeXaJIU ¢ IPEXKHUMU M10e3-
naMu. f, Kak >KeJIe3HOIOPOKHUK, YAUBJIAJICA CHadyasa, Kak 3TO
HET HUKOTO, JJaKe CTPEJIOYHUKOB U CUTHAJIMCTOB; II0€3/1a He
obparmanyn HUKaKOro BHUMAaHUA Ha ceMadopbl, KOTOPbIE B
y’Kace OT IMPOHUCXOZAIEr0 HENOPSIKA JaBajld CaMble MPOTH-
BOpeunBble ykazaHus. [lopasmymas, OTHAKO, S TTOHSIJI, UTO Te-
neppb B cemadopax He OBUIO HACTOSATEIBHOU HAZJOOHOCTH: BCE
1oe3/ia IIJIK U OJTHY CTOPOHY, HYy?KHbI€ IIyTH ObLIU OTKPBITHI,
HY’KHBIE CTPEeJIKU ObLIM Ha 3aMKe, U CBEPX TOTO IOE3], IIe-
IIIUH BIIEPEIA IAPCKOTO, ITO/IX0/IS K CTAHITUH, BCETIAa 3aMe/IJIs
XOJT 10 MUHUMYyMa, IIPOXO/IHJI MUMO ILIaT(OPMBI COBCEM MEJT-
JIEHHO W, JIMIIb BHIOPABIIKCH 32 BHIXOJHYIO CTPEJIKY, OIATH
MPUITyCKaJI BO BCE JIOMATKHU, YTOOBI HE 3a/I€P>KUBATH CJIEAYIO-
IUX 32 HUM T0€3/I0B.

CKOpo Bce OHU CKPBLIHUCH U3 BUY, HO Yaca 4yepe3 TPU WJIN
YeThIpe MBI OIAATh YBUJEJNH HECKOJIBKO I10€3710B, Ha3HAUeH-
HBIX, IOJI’KHO OBITB, JIJIs1 HACEJIEHUS MPOMEKYTOUHBIX CTAHITHH
HwukosnaeBckoii joporu. M 3mech HaM Maxaid, B Mbl MaXaJlu,
HO C TIPEKHUM Pe3yJIbTaTOM.

IToroM HampaBjieHHE BeTpa IepeMeHUJIOCH; Jopora yIia
BJIEBO, a MBI BIIpaBo. Tak MHe 1 He MPHUIILIOCh YBUAETH MOCK-
By a vol d'oiseau, gero MHe y>KacHO XOTeJIOCh. fl y:Ke 3apaHee
HACJIAK/IAJICSI MBICJIBIO, KaK s OyAy mokasbiBaTh HuHe cBepxy
BCE MOCKOBCKHE JIOCTOIIPUMEYATETbHOCTH, HO... BETep MO/ira-
JIWJI; OH MOT HaM Bce c/lejiaTh, 2 Mbl eMy — Hu4ero. Ho s yre-
1 Huny oberjanueM, 4To MPHU CIIEYIONEM CTOJIKHOBEHHUHU
MBI BO3bMEM YTIPaBJ/IAEMBIH IIaP U TOT/A TOKAYKeM BETPY HOC.

Tax MbI cebe u jieTenu. f HUKOrma He BUAE MECT, Ha
KOTOPBIMH MBI IIPOJIETATIN, © OCOOEHHO C BBHICOTHI IITUYHETO
T10JIeTa, a IOTOMY OIIHMCHIBATh UX He Oy/Iy; 1a U HE JI0 TOTO HaM
O0bL10. MOTY TOJIBKO CKa3aTh, YTO BO BCEX TOPOJIaX, Yepe3 KO-
TOpbIE€ HAM IPUIILIOCH JIETETh, HAC TOPSAYO MPUBETCTBOBAIH, a
B O/THOM MECTE JIa’Ke BBICTPEJIUIIN U3 PYKbs, HO, K CYACThIO, HE
TTOTTaJIH.
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Mp&I ycTanu, HaKOHeIl, OT IIEpEeHECEHHBIX MepeapsT, U 1,
BH/IsI, YTO IIAp JIETUT XOPOIIO U, BO BCAKOM CJIydae, He Ha ce-
Bep, a cKopee IPsAMO Ha 0T, Ipe/ioxkuil HuHe HeMHOro co-
CHYTb, UTO OHA UCIIOJTHIJIA HEMEJJIEHHO U ¢ TPOraTeJIbHOH I10-
KopHOCTBI0. CaM 51 XOTeJsI He cIaTh, HO, XOTA AyX ObLI 607p,
IUIOTh OKa3alach HEMOIIHOMU, U 5, IOKJIEBAB JJIf NPUINYUA
HOCOM, IPUTKHYJIcA K HuHe u Ha BpeMs 3a0bLJI O TOM, IJle MBI
HaxXOJUMCs, ¥ BOoOIIEe 000 BCEM.

IIpocHyncs g yx K Bedepy. ATO ObLIa TPEThA HOUb, KOTO-
PYIO MBI COOUPAIUCh IPEBPATUTD B JIEHb, HO 3TOM HOYM MOI00-
HOE IPENMYIIIECTBO BIIOJIHE 110/106aJ10.

CoJtHIIE CKIJIOHAJIOCH K 3ama/ly 1 HaCMEIIUBO IOTJIsA/IbIBA-
Jio Ha Hac: «Kak-To, MoJ1, BBl lepeHeceTe 3Ty HOUKy? MHe-TO
OHO He B JUKOBUHKY: B MOH OOBATHUSA €KETHEBHO I13/1aeT Hec-
KOJIBKO IITYK KOMEeT W BCAKOU Takou mazanu. [loromy s —
MPUBBIYHO. A BOT KakoBoO BaM? Heboch, HEOO ¢ OBUMHKY ITOKa-
JKETCA».

W3/1eBaTeIbCTBO COJTHIIA IIPUBEJIO MEHA Jla’ke B HEro/10Ba-
HUe: Takoe OosbIioe u Takoe riaymnoe! Eciu 6b1 ¢ HUM CiTy4dn-
Jlach NMOJI00HAsA HEIPUATHOCTB, A OBl HAZL HUM He cMescA. f
MOBEPHYJICA K COJIHIY CHUHOU U MPUHSAJICSA PacCMaTpPUBATh
OKPECTHOCTH.

MecTHOCTh, KOHEUHO, He3HaKoMas. Eciu s u ObLT Korma-
b0 371eCh, TO TMIOHU3Y, & HE MOBEPXY, U IPU3HATh HUYETO He
MOTy. A 1ap Bce JIyIIUT BIEPES U BCE, HACKOJIBKO MOKHO CY-
JIUTh, IPAMO K I0Ty. AX ThbI, OKa3us kakas! He nopa jin Ham cIry-
CTUTBCA?

By:xy Huny u coob1miao eil 3To npeznosnoxeHue. OHa cHa-
yajia MOTATUBAETCH, 3eBaeT, TPET NaJbYMKaMU IJ1a3a U HaKO-
Hell YyTh He uepe3 Ioyaca OTBeYaeT:

— U 3auem ThI MeHd pa30yaAmia? A MHe TaKOU XOpOIIUI
cou cHwWICA: O6y/ITO MBI OIATH B TOKCOBE...

—Hy, marymika, TokcoBo cerogaa HOublo ay! Tosbpko ero u
BHUZleaU! A TBI BOT UTO CKaKU MHe: CI[yCKaTbhCA HAM WJIHU HeT?

— Kyza cryckartbes?

— Jla c mapoM Ha 3eMJIIO.

— A Kak caM 3Haelllb: 51 TYT HUYero He IOHUMAIO.

— Kak ke 5T0? fI Bezib HEe MOTY Ha CBOIO OTBETCTBEHHOCTb.
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— A TbI 6€3 oTBeTCTBeHHOCTH. K uemy oHa?

A Benp BepHO! K uepTy OTBETCTBEHHOCTH, U Oy/iIEM CITyC-
Kartbcs!

Ho TyT 0ka3anace mITyKa IOXy>Ke OTBETCTBEHHOCTHU: BepeB-
Ka OT KJIallaHa 3allelNjIach, 4YTO JIU, OT MOEro HeOCTOPOKHOTO
C Helo oOpalleHus paHbllle, U KJIanaH He oTKpbIBaercs. [lozep-
raj s, nogepraiu aa u mwionysl. Ilonoxumea sHa musocrs IIpo-
BUJIeHUA U OyZieM JIeTeTh, II0Ka 1Iapy He Ha/l0ecT. DTO, BIIPO-
yeM, He JIOJDKHO OBbLIO 3aMeyIUTh, U00 Mbl HAXOJUJINCh YiKe
ropaszio OJIMIKe K 3eMJIe, YeM YTPOM.

— Ho Tak 6e3 fena cuzeTh CKyqHO; OyZieM pa3BjieKaThCs!

CHavasia MBI 3aHSUIHCh OpOCAaHUEM BHU3 IIyCTHIX KOPOOOK
OT KOHCEPBOB (YHUUTOKUB IIPEBAPUTEIBLHO UX COJIEPIKIMOE)
Y Pa3HbBIX JIPYTUX HEHYKHBIX HAM IIPEeIMETOB. ATO HAM OUYEHb
MMOHPABUJIOCh, HO, K COKAJIEHUIO, 3alac MeTaTeJbHbIX CHAp-
0B cKOpo uccsk. Torma HuHa genaeT MHe U3 MOJIOTEHIIA YaJl-
My U HaXOJIUT, YTO OHA MHe ujieT. fl oTBevaro el, 4To y MeHs
BOOOIIe HAKJIOHHOCTH MaroMeTaHWHa, U IOoJIydalo 3a 3TO IeJl-
YOK B JIOO, & 3aTeM, KOHEUHO, ITOTIETYH.

IToTroM MBI HEKOTOpPOE BpeMs UTpaeM, CU/is, B )KMYPKU, U A
OTYasAHHO MolleHHH4Yaw. Korza :XKMypku Hafj0eaoT HaM, A
3acraBisap HuHy yrazplBaTh, KAKOH MOTHB f BBICTYKHBAIO
NIbLIAMU HaA AIYMKEe; OHA HEeCKOJIBKO pa3 yra/ibIBaeT; IIOTOM
odepe/ b 32 MHOIO, HO 51 YTO-TO TYyro coobpakato, uin HuHa
IJIOXO BBICTYKUBaeT. HakoHeI 1 5TO HaM Ha/I0€/1aeT, U MBI XO-
THUM OT/IOXHYTB OT pa3BJIedeHU.

B 3T0 Bpems MeHs B/PYT MOpakaeT MbIC/Ib, I0YEMy He TeM-
HeeTb. CMOTPIO Ha 4achl: y»Ke IocJjie MOJIYHOUYH 1o neTepOypr-
CKOMY BpeMeHHU.

Mens Bapyr oxBaTeiBaeT HepBHAA ApOxKb. ITak, IIpescras-
senue 6m3ko! Yrto-to Oyzer, yTo-To Oyzer? MHe moka3asiocs,
YTO Be3/le APUT TOP:KeCTBeHHAas TUIIINHA, TOYHO BCA IIPUPOJA
3aMepJia B 0KUJIAHUY CBEPXbECTECTBEHHOUN KaTacTPOQBHI.

Bapyr Huna, koTopas TOJIBKO YTO BCTasIa, OOpaImaeTcs: KO
MHeE ¥ C/IaBJIEHHBIM OT y»Kaca roJiocoM JieleyverT:

— Konsa, nocmotpu! Crpacts kakas!

A monHAICA U B3TJISAHYJI, KyZla OHA MHe IT0OKa3aJia.
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[Ipssmo miepes Hamu Ha HeOe, OYEBUTHO, HA CEBEPHOU CTO-
POHE ero pacIuIacTaiach TOJICTEHIAsA OTHEHHAS MeTJIA C IPKUM
packaJeHHBIM IIIapOM B PYKOATKe. DTO Yy/IOBUIIE /1aBAJIO CBe-
Ta CTOJIBKO, YTO Bce OBLJIO BUJIHO, KakK AHeM. Kyzia Tam mosiHo-
JyHue!

Jpokb MOSl YCUTTUBAETCSA, U S YyBCTBYIO fICHO, UTO 3TO He
CTpax, 110 KpaliHel Mepe, He O/INH CTpaxX; Mpeo0JI1aJaiollyi0 POJIb
WUrpaeT B 3TOH JPOKHU 0coboe xKaiHoe JIF000nbITcTBO. CTpaHHO
CKa3aTh, HO A YyBCTBYIO HEIIPEOIOJINMOE JKeJIaHUe CKOpee BU-
7eTh 9Ty 60pb0y MUPOB; A y3Ke 3a0bLT MM HOYTU 3a0bLT 00
OIIACHOCTH, YTPOKaWIIEeH U MOel, U APYTUM KU3HAM, U BCEM
CYIIIECTBOM MOHUM CTPEMJTIOCH K OKH/Ia€MOMY HEOOBIKHOBEHHO-
My 3peJuiiy. AX, ckopee Obi!

HuHa He pa3jesnser, 0lHaKO, MOero JobonbsiTcTBa. OHA
CIpATaIach B yTOJl KOP3UHBI U TIOUTH HE IIEBEJIUTCA OT yrKaca.
A yBemeBaro ee, YTO 3TO HUKAKOH I10JIb3bl HE IIPUHECET, IIPU-
IJIalia noIob0BaThCA eIMHCTBEHHBIM B CBOEM POJie, CBEPXb-
ecTeCTBEHHBIM, MOKHO CKa3aTh, CIIeKTaKJIeM, KOTOPbIA IpU-
poza faeT, o cBoeMy OOBIKHOBEHUIO, COBEPIIEHHO OeCIJIaTHO
(e Bcem, BIIPOUYEM: HEKOTOPHIE 3aIJIATAT OUYEHb JOPOTOH, IO
X MHEHUIO, IleHo1); HuHa He ABUTAeTCA U TOJIBKO IIOBTOPSET:

— Her, Her, s 6010ch cMOTpeTh. Vi JTydrne, mpuiackau
MeHs, U YMPEM BMECTE.

— Jla = eme BoBce He cobuparoch ymMmuparhb. 11 oTkyza y te-
051 Takue uKKe Mbican? Viu Jydine croza.

Ho ona Bce ymopcrBoBajia, U MHe IPUIIIOCH CECTh BO3JIE
Hee U yremaTb. Ho kak TyT yremnts? OHa 60571aCh CMEPTH, A A
He MOT JIaTh el /1a ¥ caM He IIUTaJI TBEPAOU YBEepeHHOCTH, UTO
MBI OcTaHeMcs >KUBBL. Hy, 51 Bce-Taku HEMHOT'O YTEIIWI ee, CKa-
3aB, YTO €CJIM MBI U YMPEM, TO B OOBATHAX JIPYT Y IpyTa, U TOT-
Jla HaIlld JIyIId BO3HECYTCHA BMECTe; BeCbMa BO3MOKHO, UTO
MBI BMECTE IIepeCceINMC B TeJIa KAKUX-HUOY/Ib )KUBOTHBIX, HA-
IIpUMeED, OBeUEK, U Oy/IeM Pe3BUTHCA HA IPEKPACHOM JIYTY.

— A ecsim He BMecTe? — npuroproHmiacs HuHa.

— Hukak 3TO He BO3MOKHO: MbI Oy/IeM KPEIKO Jep3KaThCs
APYT 3a ipyTa.

— A ecsii He B OBeYE€K, a, HalpUMep... B CBUHEH... WIH...
WUJIN... B JIATYIIEK?..
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— Hy, Tax uto x?

— IIporusHo. Y moTOM, Hac MOTyT 3ape3arb.

— KTo0 e pexer JIAryIex?

— Her, He siarymiex, a ecjiu Mbl B OBeUeK UJIU CBUHEN ?

— Hy, Bce ecoiu na ecytu! A ThI gymai, yto B 6abovex wiu,
elnle JIy4llle, B TOJICTBIX MOIICOB.

— Her, HeT, He X041y TOJICTHIX MOIICOB! A 6a00YKHU TaK MaJjIo
KUBYT.

— Hunka, Tebe, s BIKy, He yroguib! U 3a 510 ThI Oy/elb
IIpeBpalleHa B KphICY.

HwuHa, ucniyranHas Takol nepcnekTUBoOU, nuiur. f nryuy,
KaK MOTY U YM€IO, HO JIDOXKb He MPEKPAIIAETCs.

Craso elne cBetJiee; s1 B3IVIAHYJI Ha Yachl: ObLJI POBHO Yac
HOYH. fl BcTas ¥ B3IJISIHYJI Ha CEBEP.

Terneppb BcsA ceBepHAs CTOPOHA rOPU30HTa ObLIA B OTHE.
I'pomaziHOe mbLUTAOIIIEE Yy/IOBHIIE ITOUTH KacaJIoCh 3€MJIU CBOeH
KPYIJION TOJIOBOM; MHE TIOMEPEIINIIOCh, YTO 3Ta r0JI0BA UMEET
OecromiaiHoe BbhIpakeHue juia. CMOTpeTh Ha Hee JI0JIT0 —
HEBO3MOXKHO: PEXKeT Iy1asa.

Vx! Cetiuac 6yzet ucropusi!

3yObl HAUMHAKOT CTY4YaTh, W JIIOOOIBITCTBO JIEJIAETCS EIIle
CTpacTHee.

Brpyr MeHs mopakaeT HOBas HEOXKHJIAHHOCTH: 110/ HAMU
[0 HAMPaBJIEHUIO K CEBEPY IMPOCTHUPAJIACH SIPKO-cepebpucTas
oJsioca.

fl 4yTh He BCKPUKHYJI: Belb 3TO — Boja. /la, Mbl cpeau
OTPOMHOTO BOJIHOTO IIPOCTPAHCTBA, M Oeperos, HECMOTPs HA
APKUU cBeT, He BU/IHO. U map coBceM OJIM3KO OT TOBEPXHOCTU
BOJbI!

A cxBatun Mmemok 6astacta M BBIKUHYJ 3a 60pT. Mope
MTHOBEHHO CTaJI0 YXOAUTb BHU3.

U 6b110 3TO BOBpeMs!

XXX

Apxuit cBeT BAPYT ocabes, U ceifyac ke Bce KPyroM Hac
Kak Oy/ITO COAPOTHYJIOCH.
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UynoBuIlHAS, CBEPXBECTECTBEHHAS BOJIHA PBaHYyJach U3
MOps K HeOy U IEeHUCThIM rpebHeM CBOMM JOCTHIJIA IIapa,
obnaB Hac Opeidramu. Ha Moux ryiazax ObIBIIEe HeBJAJIEKe
CYy/IHO B3JIeTeJIO Ha 3TOU BOJIHE IOYTH /10 YPOBHA I1apa M 3a-
TeM PUHYJIOCh BHU3. JI0 MeH:A JjoHeccA KPUK OTYasAHUSA, HO
yepe3 CEeKyHy CyZHO OBLIO MOKPBHITO MacCOU BO/ABI U HCUE3IIO0
HaBcerza. [Ipu HacTynuBieid 3ateM TeMHOTe (OTHOCHUTEIIb-
HOH, KOHEUHO) 1 He MOT YK€ PaCCMOTPeTh HUUero, Kpome Ipo-
Ma/IHBIX BOJSHBIX TOP, IIPOTYJIMBABIINXCA 110 BCEMY HEOOBAT-
HOMY IIPOCTPAHCTBY MOPS.

Ha ceBepe cTosy10 HEOOBIUANTHOE 3aPEBO, ITEPETUBABIIIEECS
BCEMU [IBETAaMHU PAJIyTH; U3 3TOTO 3apeBa BbUIETAJIH IIEJIbIE CHO-
bl — 4To si! — 1esble ckupbl orHsa. Hacrosimue fontaines
lumineuses, ycTpoeHHbBIE caMOU TPUPOAOH U, IO ee BCer/alll-
HeMy OOBIKHOBEHHIO, B TPaHAUO3HENUIIIEM U BeJIMYECTBEHHEH-
mmeM ByJle. Marepuasa oHa He noxasesa!

A crosan u cMotpes, He CBOAA IJ1a3, KAK OUaPOBAHHBIN U
O4YapOBaHHBIN B/IBOMHE: 3 DEKTHBIM 3pesUIEM U MBICIbIO,
YTO CTOJIKHOBEHHE yKe MPOU30III0, U MBI BCe-TaKU JKUBHI,
>KUBBI U JIJa’Ke COBCEM HEBPEJVMBI.

A Bce emmie APOKY HEMHOTO, HO YK€ TOPZO TJISIKY B JIUIO Oy-
ZIyIIeMy U CM€JIO KpUJy:

— ¥Ypa! MsbI cnaceHsbt!

B ynoenuu s HaUuHA TpenaTh HUHY, U eif — mpeicTaBbTe
— OYeHb MMOHPABUJIOCH; OOJIBINIE, HAJIO AyMaTh, HE TPeNKa, a
cniaceHue. 3aTeM f BBIKHUHYJI ellle HECKOJIBKO aHTpallla, OX0-
JAIMX OOJIBIIIE TEJIEHKY, YEM COJIHTHOMY 35-JIETHEMY MYKUIHU-
He.

Ho ckopo Moii BocTOpr ymepsiercsa: s BCIIOMHHAIO O POJIU-
TesAX, Bepe, MaHe u yBsAjan. Kak-To OHU nepeHecan CTOJIK-
HoBeHue? JKusbl 1u? O, Mou MUJIble, MUJIble! MHe BAPYT cTpa-
CTHO 3ax0TeJIoch K HUM. Ho MbI ObLJIM BO BJIACTH IIapa, a OH
IIOKA He jKeJlaJl paccTaBaThCs C HAMU; /1a U MBI ceifuac BOBce
He KeJIaJid 3TOTO.

Bckope crasio cBetaTh, U mokap Ha ceBepe nobseaHes. Ko-
I7Ia ’Ke B3OIILJIO COJIHIIE, HA CEBEpPe BMECTO 3apeBa CTajia BUJIHA
CTPAIITHO-3JI0BEIAsA TEMHAS Ty4a.
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Kyna peBanuch y:kacHble MPU3PAKU IPOIIEAIIEd HOYH?
Huna Becesia, Kak OTAYKA, A... 1 TOXe ObLJI Becesl, ecjid 0 3HaI
HaBepPHOeE, YTO y MOUX Bce 6J1arornoJIyuaHo.

Masio-nomasty, OAHAKO, BOCTOPT CMEHSETCS HEBOJIHLHOU
tpeBoro. Kak Ham ObITH Terepb? [10J10KUM, MBI — Ha IIIape B
6€e30IacHOCTH, HO TOJIBKO IOKa €CTh ellle 0a/LIacT; U TO S SOJI-
>KeH ObLTT ONIATHh BBIOPOCUTH MEIIOK ero (1o cYeTy TpeTwui) u,
XOTsI TIOJIyYHJI 32 3TO HArpajly B BUie BHE3AITHO PACIIHUPHUBIIIE-
rocs TOpU30HTA, HO yTelleH 5TUM He ObL1. Basiacra 6b110
OYeHb OTPAHUYEHHOE KOJIMUYECTBO, U HeJlajieKa OblIa MUHYTA,
KOTZIa JIJTsI TIOIePKaHUsA IIapa HaM MPHUIIIOCH ObI BBIOPOCUTD
13 KOP3UHBI caMuX cebs1. A Torza.... /[a Hey»Ken MblI CITacIuch
W3 OTHA JJIsl TOTO, YTOOBI ITIOTHOHYTH B Bojie? O, uepT Bo3bMuU!

Ho MBI Bce He XOTeH MOHATH, YTO MPUPO/A IIOKPOBUTEb-
CTBYeT HaM Iie/ipoii pykod. Torma oHa elre pas Iokasajia Ham
3TO.

CoJtHIIe CTOSJIO y3Ke BBICOKO. [10 MOPIO XO/IHIH eIlle BOJI-
HBI, HO YK€ YMepeHHbIe U aKKypaTHbIe; Ha BCEM BUUMOM C
Iapa IpoCTPaHCTBe He ObLIIO HU OJTHOTO CYAHA, M TOJIBKO BIa-
JIY, BJAJIM CHHEJIA TTOJIOCKA; TaM, JIOJI?KHO OBITh, Oeper, K KOTO-
pOMYy HaIlpaBJIEHbI BCE HAIU BOXKZeaeHUusA. Ho «BHUIUT OKO,
Jla... Iap He UJIeT».

BrIrIssHYB ele pas 3a 60pPT KOP3UHBI, s1 3AMETHJI, UTO Hac
HeCceT ropas/io ObICTpee, U CKOPOCTh JIBHKEHUS BCE YBEJTUUH-
BaeTCs; HO Tellepb MBI JIETUM IPSMO K CeBepy, K ATOH Mpau-
HOU Ty4e, TSKeJIbIM, TEMHBIM CAaBAHOM OJIEBIIIEH TOPHU3OHT.

Beper Bce Gimke; elje HECKOJIBKO MHHYT, U Mbl HECEMCS
HaJ 3eMJieli. BbIcTpoTa JIBUKEHHS TaKOBa, YTO TIJIa3 eJie ycIe-
BaeT CXBaThIBATh TO, YTO BOKPYT Hac. Bce-Taku MOKHO 3aMe-
TUTbh, YTO CTOJIKHOBEHHE U MOPE HaZleJIaii Maccy 0ef: BO MHO-
TUX MecTaxX Ky4d BBIPBAHHBIX C KOPHEM JIEPEBBEB WU Pas3py-
IIIeHHbIE YZIapOM KaMeHHbIe 3/IaHUs; JIePEBSIHHbBIE TTOCTPOUKHU
YyBCTBOBAJIN cebs TOKe He COBCEM XOPOIIO: UX, BEPOSATHO,
TOITHHUJIO, ¥ OHU CTOSUIA B CAMBIX KaJIKUX I103aX.

Bcest mpubpeskHasi MECTHOCTD Ha OOJIBIIIOM IIPOTSKEHUU ObI-
Jia TIOKPHITAa HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIM KOJIMYECTBOM JIYIKHIIL, JIyK U
IIeJIBIX 03€p: MOPE, CAEIaB BU3UT U BO3BPATUBIIIUCH BCIISITh, U3
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JII00E3HOCTH OCTAaBUJIO CBOU JIapbhl B KaXKJIOM MaJIO-MaJIbCKU
MTO/IXOJIAIIEM YIITyOJIEHUH.

Ho Bce 5T0 Hecsioch, MeJIPKAJIO B HAIIUX IJla3aX € T'OJIO-
BOKDY>KHUTEJIbHON U BCE YBEJIMUMBABIIIENCA CKOPOCTHIO. BuiHO
OBLI0, KaK BETEP THYJI 0 3€MJIH I1eJIbIE Jieca ¥ BBIBOPAUYUBAJI C
KOPHEM BeJIMKaHOB PACTUTEJIbHOTO LapCTBa, 00J1azaBmmux 0o-
raTou siuctBod. KpeIlm sietesin ¢ I0MOB, /iepeBAHHbBIE CTPOe-
HUS, HE 3alUIlleHHbIE PeIbed)OM MECTHOCTH, TOXKE BAJIUJIUCD,
KaK KapTOYHBIE JIOMUKHU.

CKOpPO MBI JIOCTUTJIM MECTHOCTH, ZI0 KOTOPOH MOpe He /100-
paJioch; 371ech HECJIUCh TyYH MBbUIN U IecKa, 3aBOJIaKUBABIINE
BpeMeHaMM 3eMJII0, KaK TYMaH.

Al HuKak He MOT COOOpA3UTh, MOYEMY ITO, OTKYZA TAKOU
yparas, u 661 OueHb cMyIieH. HuHa Toske 00eCIoKouIach:

— Koz, Befip HaC HeceT IPSMO K MECTY CTOJIKHOBEHUS.

— Hy ga! Yto  u3 sToro?

— Tam Tenepb, AOKHO OBITD, IEJIBIN aJl, Cy/IsA 1O OBbIBIIIE-
My 3apeBy. UTo OyzieT, ecyiv HaC BTSHET Tyza?

Mens cpasy OCEHUIIO.

Hy, koHe4YHO, BTAHET: BO3/lyX B MecTe CTOJIKHOBEHH:, pac-
KaJIEHHBIN MacCOU OTH#, CTPEMHUTEIBHO YXOAUJI BBEPX, a Ha
€r0 MeCTO MOTPeOOBAINCh U3 APYTUX CTPAH CBETA IeJIble MOPS
HOBOTO BO3/[yXa U MOTPeOOBAJIUCh, Cy/IU IO OBICTPOTE HAIIIETO
10JIeTa, KpaitHe 9KCTPEHHO.

Hazo cnacatbesa! Ho kak? [lap e Bce HUXKe HaJ, ITIOBEPX-
HOCTBIO 3eMJIH, HO €CJIM ObI OH OITyCTUJICS IIPU TaKOM yparaHe,
OT HAC He 0CTaJIOCh ObI U KJIOUKA.

Kak ke 661TH? YUTO fles1aTh? Hey»KTo cujieTh, CJI0Ka PYKH, U
’KIaTh CMEPTH, OT KOTOPOH MBI TaK CUACTJIUBO yJIETIETHYJIU ObI-
J0?

MBI CTOMM B OLIENIEHEHUH M CMOTPUM Ha CEBEP, CMOTPHM,
CMOTPHM M HUYETO IIyTHOTO HEe BUAUM. AX, HET, BOT U IIyTHOE!

Bpanu mokasasiach TyIyOOKasi IOJIMHA C IPOTEKABIIIEH I10-
cpenviHe ee pedykoii. Bot oHo, Hartlle ciiaceHue!

1 6pICTPO B3OUPAIOCH IO CETKE 710 0O0JI0UKH IIapa U JIeJIar0
B Hel Oostbiiod mpope3s. Illap 3amerHo omyckaercs. Eme mu-
HYTa, ¥ MbI HUKE YPOBHS OKPY>KAIOIIEH JT0JTMHY BO3BBIIIIEHHO-
cTu. [IBU>KeHUe 11apa cpasy 3aMe/IJINIIOCh.
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A copacpiBato sKOpb. Uepes ceKyH/Iy OH KacaeTcsi 3eMJIU U,
MPOTaITUBIINCH HECKOJIBKO IIaroB, 3aCTPEBAaEeT Ha MECTE.

Illap cuibHEee pBaHYJI0, IIOTOM HAKJIOHUJIO JI0 CAMOU 3€M-
JIW, HO AIKOPb He myckaeT. Hac 6beT 0 3eMJIi0, HO MBI B HCITyTe
KPEIIKO JIEP>KUMCS 32 BEPEBKH, U TO crnacaeTr Hac. Eie Hecko-
JIBKO CEKYH/I, ¥ IIIap MATKO JIOKUTCS 110 CKJIOHY BO3BBIIIIEHHO-
CTH y CaMOH peKH.

MpbI noJIb3yeMcs CIy4aeM M BbIBAJIUBAeMCS U3 KOP3UHBI B
TYCTYI0 KOJIOCHCTYIO meHully. I[lap genaer eme HECKOJIbKO
KOHBYJIbCUBHBIX JIBHKEHUH, 3aTEM CMUPSETCA U IPUHUMAET
CKPOMHBIH BU/I,.

XXXI

MBI criaceHbl OKOHYATEILHO!

31ech Jaxke BeTep COBCEM CJ1ad, XOTsS MbI SICHO CJIBIIIIHAM,
KaK HaJl HaMM IIPOHOCATCS Macchl BO3/yxa, ob/iaBasi HaC oce-
Jaromeil nebio. Ho Ha 3T0 HaM HamieBaTh! I'J1aBHOE, MBI —
Ha TBEP/IOH ITOYBE, IEIbI U HEBPEIUMBI, YET0 Y3K TPYAHO OBLIO
oxkuaaTh. HeBpeauMBbI, TIOTOMY YTO HECKOJIBKO CCAJUH HEJIb-
351 K€ CUMTATh ITIOBPEXKIEHUEM.

IIpaBaa, manoaymrHass HuHaA ¢ TOpECTHBIM BUIOM ITOKA3bI-
BaeT MHE pa30pBaHHOE Ha JIOKTE IJIaThe U OOJIBIIYIO Iapalu-
Hy Ha 3TOM K€ JIOKTE, HO MHE Ka’KeTCsl CTPAaHHBIM, KaK 3TO OHa
MOJKET JIyMaTh Telepb O TaKUX IycTsAKaX. M Torga, Korjga oT
Hac MOTJIa OCTaThCsI TOJIBKO OJTHA IapanuHa 0e3 JIOKTA U Jake
6e3 Bcero tena! I'm... 6osbiioe masnozaymue! Bpouyem, 3T0 y
Hee, I0JI?KHO OBITh, OT HEPBOB.

MpbI BBIOpa/IM MECTO, TOCTATOYHO 3aIUIIEHHOE OT BETpa U
MBI, U TIPOCH/IEJIa TaM JI0 Beuepa, a TIOTOM 3aCHYJIH OT YTOM-
JIEHHs TIPSIMO Ha 3eMJI€E.

Korjia MbI POCHYJTUCH Ha CJIEYIOIIUI IeHb, BETEP MOUTH
YTHX, COJIHIIE SIPKO CUSLIO Ha Oe3001auHOM Hebe, KpyroM ObLIIO
TaK MHUPHO, XOPOIIIO, U eciu Obl He Oe300pa3Hast rpy/a Iapa,
JIeJKaBIlasi y peYKH, HaM BCe IIEPEKUTOE 3a MTOC/IETHIOK HeJle-
JII0 TI0Ka3aJ10Ch ObI CHOM.
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Hrtak, MBI IOKa BBIPBAJIINCh U3 KOTTEU cMepTU. BOT Tebe
0OJIBIIION HOC, CyAapbIHA!

O, xako# BocTOpr, Kakoe Os1axkeHcTBO! ONATh, 3HAUUT, BCE
Ta JKe IIOBCEJHEBHAs, CepeHbKasd, OECKOHEUHO-CKy4YHas WJIH
Tparudecku-6e30TpazHas CyTOJIOKa, Ha3bIBaeMasd, 10 Helopa-
3YMEHUIO WIH U3 IpUWINYus, )ku3Hbio! CHOBa TO ke Oecliesib-
HOe TepeJIMBaHue U3 IyCTOTO B IOPOXKHEE, BCe TO JKe IepecKa-
KHBaHUeE U3 KyJbKa B POrokKy! OIATh, 3HAUUT, Ta K€ IMOCTOSH-
HadA 3a00Ta 0 Kycke xjieba U BcerjamHAa 00A3Hb OTEPATH
€r0; OIATH CTPACTh U IPECHIIIEHNE, JTI0O0Bh U pa30YapOBaHUE,
CTpeEMJIEHUE K YeMYy-TO, Ha3bIBAEMOMY JIIOIbMU U7€aJIaMHU, U
BUIMAsi HECOBITOUHOCTh MX OCYIIECTBJIEHHA! A MEXIy TeM,
HJ1eaJIbl 3TH UMEIOT Y?Ke JIOBOJIBHO-TAKHU MO/IeP>KaHHBIA BU/I.

Bozxke moii, 3aueM ke 51 ciaces? Heykenu 3areM, 4ToOBI Bee-
TaK{ He CETrO/IHsA, TaK 3aBTPa, He 3aBTPa, TaK, HABEpHOE, I0C-
Jie3aBTpa OeccyieTHO NCUe3HYTH C JIUIA 3eMJIU, HO He IIpU (aH-
TaCTUYECKHU-BEJTMKOJIETHON 00CTaHOBKE, BHI3BAHHON OOpPHOOI
MHPOB, HE TaK MT'HOBEHHO U MOYTH 0e3 CTpa/laHu, a, BEpHee
Bcero, rae-Hubyb B O0razie/lbHe WU MPOCTO HA YJIUIIE TOCTIE
JIOJITUX, MyYUTEJIbHO-ZIOJITUX JIET CTPAJaHUH U (PU3UUECKUX, U
HPAaBCTBEHHBIX?

U Bapyr B miyOuHE MOEU AyIIH II€BEJHHYJIOCh YyBCTBO
TOPBKOTO COXKQJIEHUS: 3a4€eM, 3aUeM MbI TPETHETO JIHS MOILIH
B3IJIAHYTh HAa MOpe?



ITepore uzmanue kuura H. H. X0yI0MHOTO BHIIILIO B CBET B IETEPOYPr-
ckoli Tuno-nurorpaduu H. EBcrudseBa B 1900 r. Kaura — oueBus-
HO, B KOMMEPUYECKUX IeJISIX — ObLyIa OMyOJIUKOBaHA MO/ ABYMs pa3-
JIMYHBIMU 3arnaBusMu: «bopbba mupos» u «Kowrer Ilerepbypra» c
COOTBETCTBYIOIIUMH 00JIOKKAMU U TUTYJIBHBIMH JILCTAMH.

Poman meuaTaercs 1o mepBOU3AHUIO C UCIIPABJIeHUEM psAJa yCTa-
peBIIMX ocobeHHOCTel opdorpadum u nyHKTyaruu. Vcropuku ¢aH-
TACTUKU HE PACIIOJIATAI0OT KAKUMU-JIN00 cBeZileHUAMU 00 aBTOpe JaH-
HOT'O pOMaHa.



POLARIS

ITYTEIIECTBMA - ITPMKITFOYEHWS - PAHTACTUKA

Hacrosmas ny6ukaius npecyaeyeT UCKIIIUTETbHO
KyJIBTYPHO-00pa30BaTe IbHbIE [[€JTH U He IIpeIHa3Ha-
YyeHa /s KAKOTo-JTH60 KOMMEPUECKOTO BOCIIPOU3Be/ie-
HUS U PaCIIPOCTPAHEH s, U3BJIeUEHUsI TPUOBLIH U T.II.

SALAMANDRA P.V.V.



	I
	— He месяй, папа; это нам нузьно для хозяйства.
	Бахметьев немножко рассвирепел:
	— Уф! — заявил остряк и даже вытер лоб платком. —Очень вы это чувствительно. Одного я в толк не возьму: ведь жители Содома и Гоморры сгорели и, надо думать, на медленном огне. Какая же горшая, по вашему великолеп-ному выражению, участь может постигнут...
	— И очень даже просто, что потонем, кто быстро, кто медленно. Я где-то читал остроумную и очень основатель-ную гипотезу. У всех народов есть, как вам известно, вос-поминание о всемирном потопе. Что это значит? Откуда потоп? Почему потоп? И почему он з...
	— А землетрясения  — перебил его Антон Викторович.

	III
	— Благодаря пальто, очень скверно.
	Я осторожно кладу голову Веры на подушку, встаю и подхожу к окну. На дворе белая ночь, но на юге блестит несколько звездочек, и мне теперь кажется, что это от них, вечно бесстрастных, исходит тот холод, который проникает меня до мозга костей и вызывае...
	— Правильно.
	— Вот то-то и есть. Поэтому продолжать спектакли мы будем, и тут-то я вас прихлопну.
	— То есть как?
	— Да так, что вы мне нужны.
	— Для какой такой экстренной надобности?
	— В воскресенье идет у меня «Русская свадьба», и мне нужно бы побольше хор. Выручайте друга!
	Вера в восторге и начинает высчитывать, кого еще мож-но привлечь к ответственности. Хор, оказывается, порядоч-ный: Федя, Нина, Володя, Надя, Татьяна Ивановна, Клав-дия Петровна. Я, человек практический, охлаждаю ее вос-торг замечанием:
	— Да ведь мы не знаем, что надо петь.


	VI
	— И, может быть, только недели две жизни или мень-ше. Ну, что можно сделать в две недели?
	— Вот превосходное выражение: «какую-нибудь пользу людям». Простите, Нина Сергеевна, но оно живо напомни-ло мне выдержку из одного судебного акта о сектантах: кре-стьянин Иванов, возвращаясь из лесу с дровами, вздумал дать себе какое-нибудь душе спас...
	Нина Сергеевна подумала, потом заявила решительно:
	Пораскинув мозгами, мы решили, что Нина Сергеевна будет ждать меня завтра в 10 час. утра на дороге в Граж-данку.
	VII
	На следующий день я вскочил рано и на вопрос жены, куда я тороплюсь, озабоченно сообщил ей, что у меня спешная работа в правлении, и чтобы она не ждала меня к обеду: я закушу в городе.


	VIII
	Простор необычайный!
	Хорошо сидеть над озером! Но солнце склоняется к за-паду, и нам пора собираться в обратный путь.
	Тут пришли Надя с Володей. Мы уже забыли Надино ве-роломство по поводу спектакля и встретили ее самым дру-желюбным образом.
	Но я вижу, что проницательный читатель усмехается и шепчет: «Полно зубы заговаривать! Вижу, в чем дело!» Ну что ж, не скрою, что мысль видеться без затруднений с Ни-ной очень даже улыбалась мне; но все-таки главное, чего я добивался, это предоставить ...
	Я стал уговаривать Веру уехать к моим родителям. Она была не прочь уехать, но со мною, а меня удерживала служ-ба.
	X
	— Как так?
	— Нет, это страшная ирония судьбы! Века, тысячелетия, миллионы лет люди жили себе и умирали, как следует, по- хорошему, а мы вдруг…
	— Какая же разница между этой смертью и, например, от кинжала брави?
	— Какая? Гм...
	Он запнулся.
	XVI
	В толпе идут разговоры. Большинство угнетено, но слы-шатся и шуточки. Кто-то запасся «мерзавчиком», «разда-вил» его и, утирая усы, замечает:
	— А ничего! Перед светопреставлением водка еще вкус-нее кажет. Вот только закусить нечем.
	Рядом запротестовали:
	— Окстись, братец!
	— Ладно, и без закуски хорошо! И придет же в голову человеку! Везде плач, смятение души, а он за водку!
	_____
	XVIII

	— Знаешь что, брать: пусти меня на свое место, а сам по-дожди поездов, которые я пришлю.
	Никто не обращает внимания на жертв давки, из кто-рых некоторые еще имеют силы отползти в сторону, а боль-шинство и этого сделать не в состоянии.
	И стануг нас пытать-спрашивать: что вы делали, зачем грешили,  псы смердящие? Ох, жарко будет там! Покайте-ся, православные! Ниц, падите ниц, и отверзите сердца своя! Пред Господом надо предстать с покаянием. Все он, Милостивец, знает, что и мы забыли...

	XX

	_____
	XXI
	— Итак, что вы можете сказать о моем желудке?
	— Он, очевидно, нездоров: там сильное брожение.
	— Ну?
	Поиски наши на этот раз недостаточно успешны: в кол-басных товара уже нет; нашлись раньше другие покупате-ли; в булочных хлеба тоже совсем мало, да и тот, конечно, сухарь-сухарем. Все-таки мы берем, сколько есть, а в молоч-ной находим кусок какого-то ...
	Нагрузившись, как вьючные животные, мы с торжеством несем наши приобретения домой. Встречные улыбаются, глядя на нас, а некоторые осведомляются, где мы добыли  столько добра.

	Что за жизнь! Поел, поспал, погулял, опять поел, по-спал и т. д. И никакой заботы о будущем! Все равно, не по-можешь.
	Далеко не всякий кот пользуется таким блаженством.



	_____
	XXIII
	— Так они бы на пароходах в Германию, что ли.
	— Ну, здесь тоже несладко.
	— Вот, води ж ты, а он не унывает. Теперь уж, вероятно, в Колпине, а то и в Саблине.
	— О, это весьма вероятно.
	Вдруг одна из дам всхлипнула, за ней другая, третья. Мы бросились утешать их общими ycилиями, но на раз-ный лад.
	— Что это, Вера Александровна? Как не стыдно!
	XXV
	— Брось, садись! Не расстраивай нас пустяками! Лучше выпей.
	— Угу! — мычит приятель.


	XXVI
	— Конечно, дорогая моя. Иначе почему бы я с тобой возился?
	— А зачем же ты так восторгался «той»?

	XXVII
	— А тебе куда домой-то бежать?
	— Да на Казанскую.
	Спрашивавший даже засвистал.
	— Так это ты в четверть часа располагал пробежать взад-назад? Это и лихачу, пожалуй, не сделать.
	— Да я удумал, еще подождут.
	— Откуда же у вас такие деньги взялись? — спросил дру-гой, видимо, любящий проникать в глубину вещей.
	— Артельшики мы, при банке состоим.
	— Угу! — пробурчал любопытный.
	— Из Москвы, сказывают, бежит народ, страсть как! Сов-сем пусто стало.
	— Будет пусто, коли можно уйти. А нам некуда.
	— Теперь пропадать будем.
	И говоривший с мрачным видом уставился в свои сапо-ги, как будто видел их в первый раз.
	— А вы царя видели? — полюбопытствовал еще один.
	— Да как же: вот как вас вижу. Вышел он, заступник наш, из вагона, стоит эдакий печальный, печальный. При-казал, чтобы всех на царский поезд пущали. Народа там на-бралось! Страсть! И как завидят его, сейчас «ура» кричат!
	— Ах, как же это ты, братец мой?
	XXVIII
	На меня это происшествие произвело самое тягостное впечатление. Все эти дни после взрыва паровоза я чувство-вал странное равнодушие к вопросу о спасении. Объяснить это можно было, скорее всего, покорностью судьбе: коли нельзя спастись, так что ж делат...
	XXXI

	Перове издание книги Н. Н. Холодного вышло в свет в петербург-ской типо-литографии Н. Евстифьева в 1900 г. Книга – очевид-но, в коммерческих целях – была опубликована под двумя раз-личными заглавиями: «Борьба миров» и «Конец Петербурга» с соответствую...
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