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[ocnoxa
TpeHora

EkaTtepuHa MeaBeneBa

C yTtpa nopaHbLue, Kak Bcerga, bnepte BbiroHana crago.
CTtapyxa rycblHs eXunach 1 Mmaxana KpblbsSiMU, HakIuKas
DOXAb, rycaiTa n MONOAbIE NYCOYKW CMELUMAN 33 FYCaKoM,
a TOT LWWeN, BaXHO NOMaxmBasi KOLENbKOM, N KOCUCS Ha
Bnepte. boraTtbie 8T0 6bINV N'YCK, MACUCTbIE, KaXObli HOCUI
B KOLLeJSibke 30J10TY0 MOHETY. Tak npurosapvsana 6abyLu-
Ka, n B getctee bnepte oanH pas npobosana 3Ty MOHETY
Halynatb. Monyymna knoBoM no noéy. M kak 06uaHo 6bis1o
y3HaTb, 4TO HUKAKOro 30/10Ta HET, U He KoLlleNek 3To, a
006bl4Has ckiaaka Koxu. A Ha nby ocTancs wpam-namMmsiTka:
He nes3b TyAa, Kyaa He MPOCST, HE UL TO, YEro HeT.

OHa wnenana 60cbiIMW HOraMu Mo Jiy>kaM 1 Harnesana.
Bapyr KTo-TO NOBTOPWA €€ NECEHKY Ha AyA04Ke. 3axoxoTa-
nnrycu, n bnepte ornggenack B NOMCKax TOro, KTO Tak Ha-
cmewun ee ctano. Heyxenm Mactyx? A rosopunu, 3amep3
B Nlecy 3uMoW 1 60nblLue He NOSIBUTCS.

OH ObI1 NOTPEenaHHkbIN, XPOMOW, HEMOHATHOrO BO3pacTa.
LleTtrHa ¢ npoceabio, a rmasa — yaMBUTENBHO SPKUE U MO-
noaple, NXoOun X1B0, YyTb BNPUMNPbLIKKY, MOXJ10MNbIBas KHYTO-
BULLIEM MO rPsI3HOMY, pa3dbuTomy carnory. Ero ctopoHunuce,
a OH C/TIOBHO 1 He 3amMeydart. OguH Kak NePCT — HWM CEMbU, HU
Ooma, Ho BYAITO M He TAroTUICS OAMHOYeCcTBOM. Pasroeapusan
CO CBOEe pbhxeli cobakon, Kypun BOHIOYMIA TecHon Tabak v
BCEraa nosiBfsCA HEOXMAAHHO, Kak 4epT 13 Tabakepkul.

— bneprte, rge Tbl Tam? — goHecnock U3 goma, n bnep-
Te yckopuna war. babyuika yxe npocHynacb, a kode He
CBapeH, BOAbl HAA0 NPUHECTU, NeYb PacToNnTb. A yX ecnu
6abyLuka yBUANT, C KEM pa3roBapmBaeT BHyYKa, Masku He
n3bexartb. Babyuika Tepnetb He morna MNactyxa. NHorga
Bnepte kasanock, 4To HabyLuka HeJoNOIMBAET MYXUMH.
XoTs, Hago oTaaTh el A0/IXHOe, OHa Oblna 0aMHAKOBO
CypoOBa M K MyX4YMHaM, U K XEHLMHAM, KO BCEMY poAay
4esI0BEYECKOMY, 3a UCKJIIOYEHMEM pa3Be YTO MNafEeHLEB
1 MOKOMHUKOB, Xasies nepBbix 3a 6eCNOMOLLIHOCTb, a BTO-
pbIX 32 NepeHeceHHyo MyKy cMepTu. XXuBbiM xe 6abdyLuka
Cnycky He aaeana, u bnepTe noctaBanocb B 0COOGEHHOCTH.

— Hobporo yTpeyka. — MacTyx npunoaHsI noTpenaHHyo
wnany.

B aToil wnsne oH HanoMmuHan bnepte rpnb-30HTUK, U
OHa Bcerga HeBosbHO ynbibanack. Ml coBcem He 6osinack
ero. Hy kak MoxHo 60saTbcs rpnba? begHsira, He MHOrne
XanyloT ero BHuMaHuem. Kak n mexs, nogymana bnepre,
Kak n meHsi. OHa 4yyBCTBOBanNa, 4To HpaeuTcs MacTyxy, oH
CMOTpES Ha Hee TOYHO Tak XKe, Kak paccmMaTtpusasl LBETYLLYIO
BepOy MM ManeHbkux, cnenbix WeHaT. Kak 6yarto bnepte
TOXe GecrnomollHasi U TporatesnbHas, manas ObinrHka Ha
6osbLLUON 3emne.

— Job6poro, — oTBETUIA OHA U NPOTSAHYa eMY JIENELLKY,
CcBOM 3aBTpak. o ctapon Tpaamumm Nactyx nonepemMeHHo
Opan yrouieHne y ropoackmnx xossiek. M nyctb HUKaKoro
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DAHTACTUKA

CcTaZa OH He nac, HO KOMy pa3 B MecsL, XaJb AaTb xneba,
cana, napy nykoeuu, 6e300MHOMY YenoBeky? bnepTe nHoraa
npunacana emy Kycok nupora ¢ ryCaTUHOM nnm mMenoByto
BaTPYLLKY, HO ceiiyac nocT, U OHM ¢ 6abyLLIKOW caMu nuTa-
loTCsl CKygHO. [la 1 He oxuaana oHa.

MacTyx YMHHO noknoHuncs. U, kak scerga, nogenmncs
HOBOCTAIMW, NO-CBOeMy oTbnaronapun. B 6anke yepem-
la 3a3eneHena, cobupai ckopee, noka He 3ausena. A
Ha cTapylo NPOCekKy He xoau, TaM MenBeas BUAENU, C
31Mbl WIaTaeTcd, Towmin, 3non. bnepTte cnywana ero u
pagoBanacb BCEMY — pPa3roBOPY C XUBbIM YEIOBEKOM,
COJIHUY, FYCUHOMY roroTy, Tenay. KoH4ynnacb 3uMHsas
HeBons. Ckopo 6abylika Ha4yHeT nocblinath B 1ec — 3a
6epe30BbIM COKOM, COCHOBbLIMU NOYKaMu, BY3NHHbIMU
BEHMKaMW ONs rycemn.

— Tbl rae xe 3umMoBan? — Crnpocuia oHa, CO4YBCTBEHHO
rNsas Ha N3MoXxaeHHoe nuuo Mactyxa.

— [Ja roe nonano, — wepbarto ynblOHyNca oH. — To 'y
newero B 6epnore, TO y 4epTa Ha nopore...

«To y lfocnoxu TpeHorn», Tak KOH4Yanacb NOroBopkKa, OHU
oba 3Hanm n oba npomonyanu. frocnoxy TpeHory He Obino
NPUHATO MOMWHATbL BCITYX.

— bneprTe, ¢ KeM Tbl pa3roBapuBaeLlb? — KpukHyna 6a-
oyLuka, n bnepTte, nocneLwHo KMBHYB lacTyxy, noMyanach
K aomy. MpunosgHunacbk oHa cerofHs, ox, bynet paboTa
TsKenon 6abyLLIKNHON nanke.

TeMHO, AyLLHO, 3aKPbITbl CTABHW, MepLIaeT namMnaaka B yrny,
03apsis CTporve rnasa u cxarble rydbl Ha MKoHe. YTpo nu,
Beyep — AomMa Bcerga nosaympak. bnepte 3Hana Ham3ycTb
pacnonoxeHne medenn nyTeapu, NoYeM 3psi CBEYN He Xrna
W, BbiCKakmBas B NyCATHMK Aa K Konoauy, noacnenoBaro
LLlypWiach Ha COJIHEYHbIN CBET.

— Onatb 6onTana npasgHo, — ykopuna 6abyuika n aep-
Hyna bnepte 3a kocy. — [enom 3aHumarnmcs, nenom. He
MycTOCN0Bb!

Bnepte B3noxHyna c obneryeHnem. [lybosas 6abyLukmHa
TPOCTb OCTanachk B crnasnbHe, 3Ha4uT, 6abyllka HacTpoeHa
MWPHO, a Noc/e ropsyero apomarHoro koge 1 BoBce Mno-
nobpeert, ecnu bnepTe He AONYCTUT ONIOLLIHOCTEN 1 ByaeT
MPUNEXHOMN.

— Cagutecb, 6abylika, — oHa NOA0ABMHYNA KPEeCso no-
B611Xe K OrHI0, — celyac 9 Nofaam Ball 3aBTpak.

BnepTte xunna oamHo4kon. B netctee y Hee Oblniv 3HaKOMbIe
neBoyku. MNMocne wkonbl oHW 3aberanu K bnepTte Ha vaii.
Mon, cTpornm 6abyLLIKNHBIM HAA30POM pPacCcaxmneannch Ha
NpPoSaBAEHHOM CTapOM OVBAHYMKE U LLYLLYKAINCb, MOCMe-
MBaNCb, B3BM3rMBaINn:

— On, bnepte, nayk non3set!
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— Tak 0TOOBUHBLTECH, — CMOKOMHO rosBopuna bnepre.
Cama oHa x0Tb 1 6osinack NaykoB, HO HE LIapaxanacb OT
Hux. MNogymaelwb, uanHeT 3a nane,. Mobonnt n 3axmneerT.
He Takune y>X oHM 1 900BUTLIE.

Cbinanacb M3BecTka C MoToJika, OTChIPEBLUME KOBPbI
naxau nieceHblo. 3aBapuBas Ha KyxHe 4an onsa nopg-
pyxek, bnepTte Hockom Tydnu oTbpackiBana xab, Harno
MOCENMBLLUNXCA NOA, KYXOHHbIM CTONIOM. IMoapy>XKn CHoBa
nogHumanu Buar. NocteneHHo ogHa 3a Apyron OHW nepe-
cTanm npuxoguTb. A e He paspeLuanocb XO0auUTb Ha NPO-
ryfiku, Kak Xoaunam, COMBLUINCH B CTakn, BCE AEBOYKN ee
Bo3pacTta. OHn masanu rybbsl B pO30BbLIN LIBET, 3aBMUBaAN
PECHMLUbI MO30JIOYEHHBIMUM WMNLAMW, NogKNaabiBanu B
KOpCax nnaToyku, 4Tobbl KasaTbCs NbilHee. A el 6bio
3anpeLleHo BCe, YTO AeNann OHU, U BCE, YEr0 OHU He
nenanun. Bce nonHocTbio. OHa morna nuuwb HabnwoagaTb
3a HAMU B UEePKBU UK B naBke. Moapy>Xku pocnuv n xopo-
wenun, 6eranu Ha TaHLbl U BbICKaK1uBanu 3amyx, a bnepte
cTupana, Bapuna, nekna, Beirpebana 3ony, ckobnmna
nobenanon, owmneiBana rycen n tonuna xmp, Habueana
noayLwKn U HoCUNa nx Ha pbIHOK. [0 noapyxek nn, TyT
Obl BbicnaTbes!..

Beuepamu Bnepte Banvnach C HOT, HO OCTaBaJICH ELLLE YPOK.
Ckpuneno kpecno, nokadvBanacb Ha cTeHe cropbseHHas
6abyLuKMHA TeHb, KPY>XXMOCb 1 NOANPLIrMBaNO BEPETEHO.
Bnepte wyBcTBOBaNa 6abyLIKWUH B3NS4, U HATKA TYT Xe
nyTanacb 1 pBanach.

— Bbe3pykas! — cokpylwanack 6abyLuka.

BnepTte ncnyraHHo B3gparveana: TPOCTb OCTaBfsina
XYTKME CUHSKN. Ho Brnna 6abylika peaxo. Haue B3abixana:
«lMpsixa n3 T1ebs, Kak N3 ryca koponesa», bpana BEpeTeHO,
nokasbiBana, kak Hago. Hutka, ToHkas n npoyHas, 6exana
MeX ee CKPIOYEHHbIMUM Nanbuamu, TaXeNeno BepeTeHo,
obpacTano WwepCcTaHbIM OPIOLLIKOM.

Kny6kn konmnmcb B ry60oKom KOP3rHE, U 3MMOL 6abyLuka
¢ bnepTte BA3anu Ha npogaxy nayTUHKM-LIANN 1 TONCTble
nywmncTble NnaTtkn. Banun cHer, okHa 3anoTeBasnn, NOKPbI-
BaJINCb 3aTennmBbiMn 6eno-ronybbiMm y3opamMmm, U Takme
e y30pbl BbiBs3biBana 6abyLuka, pakyLikn, BUHOrpaaHble
rpo3nbsl, CTONOUKKN, LLENOYKU, 3aBUTYLLIKK. Bo3mnuce B
KOpMYyLLKE CBUPUCTENWU, CTekneHena peka, n bneprte oT-
BJiekanacb, NornsapiBas Ha MeTeslb, U cpasy nyTancs y3op,
yberann HenocyLHbIE NEeTAN, U BMECTO aXXyPHbIX JINCTLEB
1 LBETKOB BbIXOOW/IN KPUBLIE, HENENbIE NTUYbW Nankbl, pBa-
Hble Nayybn CETU, CryTaHHble CUNKN. CHEXNHKM CTy4ann B
OKOLLKO, 3Bann Ha nNporysky. bneprte xgartanack 3a nNnaTok
1 NonyLwy6oK.

— Kypa? — tuxo roeopuna 6abyluka n3 CBOero kpecna,
1 BHy4Ka 3amupana.

— Morynatb.

— l'ynaoT npasaHbli Aa NeHUBbIN, — YekaHua 6abyLuka.
BcTaBana n, BceM BECOM OnMpasiCb Ha TPOCTb, XpoMana K
OKHY. — [OpOX He ApPOBEH, HACLINKM He AOoWNTLI, a ByaeT
Masno — crnpocwu, a1 Tebe eule paboTy ChbiLLly.

M BEYHbIM, HECKOHYaeMbIM enoM Oblna cTpsanHs. BEapo
N, OXAb, CXUratloT NI CONIOMEHHOE Yy4eno Uin 3aBMBatoT
6epeskn, yaoen bnepte oanH — cKOBOPOOKM Aa KOTENKN.
Kyna tebe rynaTtb, aypexa, 6e3 tebs obonagytcsa. Tak u
cocTapulbCcs 34eCb, HA 3aKOMYEHHOW, TEMHOW KyXHe,
Tak N yMpellb C HOXXOM B PyKe, C MOPKOBHbLIM COKOM MOA,
HOrTSIMM, C 3anaxoMm Jiyka 1 TaBpOBOro NMCTa B BONIOCAX.
Tocka, Tocka. [Mon3nm no cteHam TPEeLWMHbI, TEK PYKOMOW-
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HWK, CMOTpena OTKPbITbIM PTOM COJIOHKA-CBUHbSA. MayTnHa
onneTtana yribl, CKOJIbKO HX BbiMeTal, Ha APYron AeHb
nosiBnsacb CHOBA.

BoT 1 ceitvac Ha ToncTon 6enoi HUTKe Oen0oBUTO Cry-
ckancs nayk. 31o K nMcbMy, nogymana bnepte, B3oporHys,
HenpemMeHHO kK NucbmMy. OHa Obina cyeBepHa 1 60gn1acb
BCEr0 — MNOJIHOW NyHbl, MOTUJIBHOM KOCTOYKW, MaykoB C
KPECTOM Ha CMnHe, YEPHbIX KOLLUEK N KaMYLLKOB C AblPKOM,
BO BCEM € YyANOCb NMPUCYTCTBUE HEBEOOMBbIX 3/1bIX CUJI.
Ewe n conb npoceinana. O, 4To 3a BeCcTn 6yayT?

— Kak ynpaBuuwbcs, B nec nam, cnacuupeTta Habepu, —
nporosopuna 6abylwika, nonue kode. — Hawm-To nyykm
COBCEM 3a 31MY NPOXyaMINCh.

CnacuuBeT, ganbHue, TEHUCTbIE NIOLWWHbI, NOJAHSA CBO-
6oabl. Bnepte, caepxuBasg ynelbky, ctana gymarb O TOM,
Kak pa3BecuT naxyive OyKeTukm rno BCeM yrnam, nog npu-
TOJIOKOW, Ha Yepaake. babyllika roBOpuT, YTO OT MOJIN-LUEP-
CTOEenKM, HO BCE XXe 3HAIOT: 3TK YaxJsible 60N0THbIE LIBETOYKN
oTnyrnearoT He4YncTb. OCOBEHHO Ty, O KOTOPOW CTPAaLUHO
rOBOPWUTb BCIYX.

Korpa cnyyanocb 4To-TO AypHOe B ropoae, 6abyuika 4m-
Tana MosMTBY, 3ax/10NbiBasia CTaBHM U Xrna Cyxme BETOHKM
cnacuugeTa. [opbKoBaThblli TPABAHOW AbIM OKYTbIBaa KOM-
HaTbl, ycnokamBas, ytewan. HUKTo He BNON3eT yKpaaKown,
HWKTO HEe CTalLUT 3a HOT'Y C KPOBaTW, He Brpbli3eTCs B LUEIO,
cnun, bnepte, cnn. Monb, BNpo4yeM, ToXe He ntobuna aToT
3anax, U BUHOrpagHble, pakylleyHble, CHEXHbIe Lanu B
COXPaHHOCTM O0XUOAaNUCb HOBbIX Baaenuuy, U CKyaenm
r'YCUHbIE KOLLIENbKU, 1 Babyluka nockinana bneprte Ha noyuTy
C NyXJ1bIM KOHBEPTOM, C O4epPeaHbIM BBHOCOM B LLKOJY, rae
yamnca mnagwmnia 6pareu, lNpeH.

KoHeuyHo, 6abylika He cobupanacb B3BannBaTb Ha cebs
Takylo Howy. J1IBOe HEenocnyLHbIX BHYKOB, Aa eLle He-
pPOAHbIX €. HO CbIH XXEHWCS Ha BOOBULLE C MPUMNJI0A0M, a
NOTOM M YMEP C HEl B 0aHOYacke, a AETU HE YMEPN, AeTr
OCTaINCb 3a4EM-TO XUTb, U €I N1, CTapyxe, NPOTUBUTLCS
Bone [ocnoaHen.

A Beap oHa Tak cnaba 3a0poBbeM. BonbHble cycTaBhl,
TSXKKO XOAUTb, @ 3a AeTbMU He XO0OuUTb — Oerarb nNpuxo-
outcs. U rmasa cnabble, ene-ene CBATYI0 KHUTY YMTAIOT,
a 3a JeTbMn He B ABa, B YEThbIPE rna3a CMOTPU — U TO HE
ycMmoTpuwb. BegHaa ctapeHbkas 6abylika, OHa N30 BCEX
cun NblTanack caenatb U3 bneprte n ee 6parua AOCTONHbIX,
6naroyecTuBbIX moaer. Ho ecnun BHy4ka pocna nocnyLLUHOM,
TO BHYK OKasasicsi CTapyxe He no cunam. U yxe wectb unum
CEeMb JIET OH XWJ1 B 3aKPbITON LUKOSE, AaNeKko, Tak Aaneko,
4YTO Jaxe Ha KaHUKyJSibl He MOr npuesxartb. bnepte ¢ yma
cowna 6, AoBeanCh NOKNHYTL A0M 1 6abyLuky. A 6parel,
Ha XM3Hb He Xanosancs.

BnepTte akkypaTHO, KaXaylo HeEAENo Nucana eMmy CBou
HEMYyApPEHble HOBOCTU. «['ycak oGneTen BOKpPyr Aoma,
roBOpSAT, 9TO NpeABeLlaeT YblO-TO CKOPYIO CMepThb. 9
nekna NnMporn ¢ 6PyCcHUKON, TBOM NtobuMbie. Ha KyxHe
NpOTEKaEeT Kpbiwwa, 1 6abyLika HaHsana MacTepPOBLIX. Bbin
Obl Tbl 4OMA, NOYNHWA Obl cam». I3peaka npuxoann OTBET.
Kyuple, HebpexHble, 3ansiNaHHbIE YepPHUIAMU, NOCNaHNS
lpeHa HaYMHaNUCb HEM3MEHHO: «Jloporas cecTpeHka,
NPULLAV HEMHOTO AeHer». IHoraa oH BknaabiBan B MMCbMO
cur30€e ronybrnHoe nepo nan AyLncTyio 3070Ty0 OymMax-
Ky OT Kapamenbku, a UHOTAa BbIBANMBAICHA U3 KOHBEPTA
OrPOMHBIN CYLUEHbIN TapakaH, n bnepTe B3Bn3rveana ot



HEeOXnaaHHOCTU. M HMKoraa Obl He noBepuna, ecnv Obl eit
cKasanu, 4To TapakaH BIOXEH HaMepeHHOo. Y Bparua Obiuin
cBoeoOpasHble MOHATUS O LUYTKaX.

Babyulika pas B TpuMecTp nony4yana 1abesib C OTMETKaMW,
M XMypunacb, u ycepaHo Monunack, npusbieasa focnopa
nogapuTb pasym ee HenyTeBomMy BHyky. COTHU rycen no-
XepTBOBaNM KoLLebkamMu B Nonb3y NpeHa, nansupl bnepte
OblIN UCKONOThI FYCUHBIMWU MEPbSIMU, @ BCE HanpacHo.
Yuntcsa PeH n3 pyk BOH Ni0OX0, HACTAaBHUKU Bbipaxann He-
[OBOJLCTBO, 1 6abyLuka roBopuna B cepauax, 4To TiopbmMa
no Hemy nnayet. bnepTe ropesana, npeacrasnssa oparua B
TIOpbMeE. YX ny4iue 6 LOMON BEPHYICS.

M meuTa ee cbbinacb. BepHyBWNCE N3 necy, pymsiHas,
cyacTvBag, C 0Xankow cnacmuseTa 1 KOP3MHKOM YepeMLUn,
Bbnepte yBnpena Ha ctone kaseHHoe NnncbmMo. Baw MpeH —
rpybusH n HeBexaa, roBOPUIOCh B NMMCbME, NOBEAEHNE
€ro Tak OTBPaTUTENbHO U 3HAHNS TaK HUYTOXHbI, YTO HU 32
Kakoe 30/10TO Mupa LWwkona 6onbLUe He XeNnaeT aAepxarb y
cebs CTPONTUBOIO MabHULLIKY.

BcTtpeyanTe, OH OTNpaBnseTcsa 4OMOMN.

Ax, Kak HerogoBana 6abyLuka. A bnepte TMxo pagoBanace.
lpeH BO3BpaLLL@eTCH, MUbIV 6PAT, XXMBas POAHas ayLia.

CTonbko NeT Npoxunm Bpo3b. Kakum OH BbIpoc? YTO
nobuT Tenepb, 0 HeM MEYTAET, MOHPABUTCS N1 emy aoma?
Benb OH Xxun B CTONMUE, BUAEN KPACUBYIO, SIPKYIO XMN3Hb,
a 3[ecb — BeTLIALWWIA rOPOAOoK, No ynuuam 6poasaT rycu,
JleCc B OKHa 3arnsagpiBaeT, U ogHa NPUSTHOCTb — XpaMm Mo
BOCKpeceHbsiM. He 3aTtockyeT nnu?

B neHb ero npuespa bneprte ymasanacb, Ha4MHASA rycu-
HYIO TyLIKYy rpubamu ga opexamu, 3ameLumBas TeCTto Ass
NMUPOroB, HAYNLLASA BUJIKM Aa JIOXKM MECOYKOM. Tpuxabl
POHSANAa HOX — cheLwnT, cnewmnT gomoi bpareu. N Bnepte
CneLwmnT, rOTOBUTCA.

Ona 3Hana, 4To NOYTOBLIN ANMXAHC N3 CTONULLBI MPOHO-
CUTCH MMMO UX ropoaka nononyaHun. M Bce xe He paccum-
Tana, u, Korga kanutka ckpunHyna, bneprte nomeiBana non.
Bocas, BcnoTeBLlas, c NOA0TKHYTOW I0OKO, OHa BblneTena
Ha KpbbLO — 1 3amMepna. O6HATL? Pyky nogate? Moueno-
BaThb B WeKy? bnepTte He NnoMHWNA, Korga nocnegHin pas
nprikacanach K 4YesI0OBeKy, ee nyraja cama MbiC/ib 00 3TOM.

BpaTtey, nMHan HOrom OOPOXHbIA MELLOK U pasrsanbisari
Bnepte, 06nynneHHOE KPbINbLO, NYCUMHBIA NMOMET Ha CTy-
NeHsX, KopbiTa C BOAOW 1 MeLlaHKon. Bnepte cmyTunace n
pasBena pykamu, 6yATO N3BUHASCh 3a Takne Aekopauum un
cebs B rnaBHOM POSN.

M3 TwenywHoro napHULKy MpeH BbiMaxan B BbICOYEH-
HOro KpacaBLa, LUMPOKOMIEYero, CTaTHOro, ¢ TEMHbIMU
Kyopsamu v 6negHon koxern. OHO U NOHATHO — rae emMy
Ob110 3aropaTb, HaZ KHMXKaMU NPOCUXMBAS, C XanoCTbio
1 no60BbI0 Nnoaymana bnepte. U ewwe nogymana rpyctHo:
«OH COBCEM He MOXOX Ha MeHs». XOTS 4Yero rpyCTuTb, TyT
pazoBaTbCs HAAO.

— Tbl 1 ecTb BnepTe? — cnpocun oOH.

— A Tbl n ecTb [peH? — TOXe BONPOCOM OTBETUIA OHA.

OH nomonyan. Hepo6po ycMexHyncsa:

— He y3Haelwb ntobnmoro 6para? Tebs ToxXe He y3HaTb,
cecTpuyka.

M cHOBa OKWHYN ee HEeYITHbIM MaCieHbIM B3rnsg0oM C
HOT 1O rONOBHI.

— Tbl nO4eMy B 4epHOM? — cnpocun. — MoHalika, 4To
n? XoTs HET, MOHALLIKU Tak 106Ky He 3aaMpatoT.

«COBCEM He MOX0X Ha MeHs», — CHOBa NoaymMalsa oHa.
W ckazana Tnxo:
— lMNolipem, 5 NpoBOXYy Tebs K 6abyLLKe.

C npuesnom 6parua HNYero He NEPEMEHNNOCH B AomMe. Bee
Tak ke Bckunan ans 6adyLukm kode, Konuncs B KOP3UHE rycu-
HbIV NMyX, cyeTunack bnepre, BbINOMAHASA ThICAYY Pa3HbIX AEN.
ATpeH He penan Huyero. [1o3gHOo NoXWNCcs, N0O3OHO BCTaBan,
€1 32 TPOMX, C/TIOHSAJICA MO KOMHATaMm, IMCTa KHAMU, TPOrasn
MasTHMK CTapbIx 4acoB. «[JeTCTBO BCNOMUHAET», — AymMana
BnepTte. A korga oH paccmarpuBan NaykoB Ha CTeEHax,
6ydeT ¢ wepbaTbiMKM HYalKkamm, cTapble TycKible o6ou, en
CTaHOBWOCH CTbIgHO. He cTonuua, yx aa!l

Mx oM 6bln HEBENNK: FOCTUHASA, KYXHS! U BE CNasibHU.

— [oe xe emy noctenntb? — pactepsnace bnepte, n
6abyLuka noxana ninevyamu;

— Yero myaputb? [leTbMu Bbl AENUAU OOHY KOMHaTy. Ero
KPOBAaTb 40 CMX NOP CTOUT HAaNpPOTUB TBOEN. TONBbKO LUMPMY
BO3bMMU C YEPAAKA.

Tenepb, NepeogeBascb 3a WnpMon, bnepte kak 6yaTo
YyyBCTBOBana B3rngag Oparta. A OH NoCMeuBancs, 3ameyas
€€ CMYLLEHVE, N OMNYCKa rNasa B KHUXKY.

— Moppyxkny Tebs eCcTb? — cnpocun kak-10. — [No3sana
Obl B rOCTM Napo4Ky NOCMasnnBee.

— Ckanka pga npsifika Mov NoapyXku, — yCMexHynacb
Bnepte, BCMOMHUB Ni0OVMYI0 6aBYLLKNHY MOrOBOPKY.

A BOT CTapuHHble OpYXKK peHa 3as9BUANUCbL BCKOpPE No
ero npvesgae.

— NameHwnnca Tol, NpusiTenb, 340POBO U3SMEHUICH, —
rOBOPWIN OHU Hanepeboii.

— Ja n Bac He y3HaTb, pebaTta, — yxmbinancs MpeH. A
Bnepte ¢ yxxacom rnaaena, kak OHV TONYyT MO FPA3HbLIMU
canoramu, CbIMJOT Nenes, NonJeBbIBAIOT, HAMNOJHAIOT
KYXHIO KPEMKUM OyXOM MOTa, BbINMBKKU 1 Tabaka. «[oyyeT
6abyuwika, He BbIBETPIO», — OE3HaAEeXHO AymMana OHa.
KTo-TO, nogMUrHyB, [OCTan WKanuk, n bpartew, cnpocun 'y
BnepTte cTakaHbl.

— YepT C HMMK, COMAYT U YaLLKK, U OTbILLM 3aKyCKY, BDOAE
OoCTaBasica NMpPOr ¢ NOTPOLUKaMM, Bbl IOOMTE NOTPOLLKM,
npy3bsa?

Jpy3bsa cnpawmsanu Toxe:

— A NOMHULLb, KaK Mbl CTPOW/M NAOT N YyTb HE YTOMIN
B Kapbepax?

— A kak Tebs1 AMKne nyesnbl ncKycann?

— A kak TpaBy nanunu u gypadvHa lNenne cebe Horm
obxer?

Bnepte Bugena: peH HMYEro 3TOro HEe MOMHUT, NyTaeT
nmeHa npustenei. Nnoxo ckpbiBaeMoe npeHebpexeHne
M CKyKa CKBO3WU B ero rmasax. Ho oH 3Han ckabpesHble
NECEHKUN, N aHEKAOTLbI, N XUTPbIE KAPTOYHbIE UTPbl, 1 CBO-
paymnean umrapkm ocobbiM cnocobom, 1 Tak MeTko Bpocan
HOX. M eMy OXOTHO NPOCTUAN ero 3abbIBYNBOCTb. OHM
ObIMUAV, NeNV NOWIOCTU NOA rMTapy, Urpanm Ha OEHbIN.
Bnepte npucnyxusana um, yonpana o6beaku, oTkpbiia
HaCTeXb OKHO, a [peH nocmeunBancs 1 TacoBan KapThl, U
cbinan rpsasHeiMu nctopusimn. «O ga, Manb4uLLKm nobaT
BCe 9T0», — AymMana bnepte, cnas B yronke nof CypoBbIM
3aKOMYEHHbIM JIMKOM KaKOro-To CBATOrO.

Ei nouyaunca yeni-to B3rnaa. OHa nogHana rnasa.
Mactyx! U oH 3pecb! OH yX TOYHO HE MOr OblTb OETCKUM
npuatenem MpeHa. Bnepeble oHa Buaena ero noj, Kpbiwei
4YenIoBe4eCcKoro goma. Xotb Obl He y3Hana 6abyLuka!l
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MacTyx He yyacTBOBas B M1yMbIX MONYAETCKMX PA3roBOpaXx,
TOJNbLKO NOoNbIXMBan TPyokoM fa ocMmaTpueancs. HasepHoe,
€My 3axoTeniocb NOobbITh HA NMOAAX. Vinn HaA CTONMYHOro
roctst MOCMOTPETb, NOcAyLwarb HOBOCTU. A MOXeT, peH
3a3BaJsl ero HAPOYHO, YTOO YANBUTL APYXKKOB.

KoHeyHo, 6abyLuka ydyana HenpoLleHbix rocten. Ox n py-
rasnacb OHa, a NoABbINMBLLNK PEH YXMbINANCA U OeP3nI.
M uTo BbINO Aenartb CTapyxe, He CTaBUTb XXE 3TOro BEP3UIy
KOJIEHKaMM Ha ropox.

He cknapgpiBanockb y Hero ¢ 6abyLikoin. byaro Hapo4HO
ee goHumann.

To B cnanbHIO ee MPOHUK, rAe CyHOY4YOK C N'YCUHbIMU
neHbramun. HaBepHsika xoten no0bITb cebe Ha Tabak U Bbl-
nuBeky. A 6abyLuKe ckasdan, 4To NPOBEPsJ1, HA MecTe Nn ee
6awmakum. Mon, focnoxa TpeHora He Haluna canoXHuka v
Tenepb BOpyeT 00YBb Y MOYTEHHbIX FOPOXaH...

To B nognon noeaamncs. babylwka cepannack, YTO OH
NOAbECT 3anacbl — BapeHbs Aa COJIeHbs, cManel, rycu-
HbIA MawTeT B ropLloykax, — 3amMaxuBanach nanakomn, a oH
XOX0Tan v yguparsn, BO3BpaLLasiCb 3a NOJSIHOYb, KOr4a OKHa B
noMe Obinu yxe TeMHble 1 6abyluka, BbIMECTUB 3/10CTb Ha
6enHare bnepte, cnagko cnana.

lpeH TBOpPUN, 4YTO B3aymaeTcs, u bnepte nckpeHHe Boc-
XuLanach M. A OH C U3yMJIEHMEM NISAEN, Kak MOKOPHO Noa-
craBnsieT bnepte pyku nog nanky, 6ecnpekocioBHO OCTaeTCs
6e3 yxxnHa unm HeceT kpanuey OJ1s1 Nopkn. Bnepte Toxe yame-
JIANACh: HEYXENM Xe He Bce 6abyLUKM C BHy4KaMU Tak XNBYT?

Korga komnaHmnsa cHoBa cobpanach y [peHa, OH1 340pOBO
nepenumce.

— Tuwe, 6abyLlka MOXET NpunTn, — ymonsana bneprte,
a OHU yBepsnu, YTO HE NPUAET, HblHYE BCe cobpannce y
noyTMencTepwun, maney ee nponan. He nHa4ve locnoxa
TpeHora ysonokna.

— lMoyem 3Haewwb, 4To TpeHora? — cnpocwun peH.

— A nof OKHOM 4elynKy 3esieHy0 Hawnu n cnepg ot
XBOCTA.

— BpaHbe, cnefbl OHa XBOCTOM 1 3aMETaEeT.

— 3ayem oHU BoOOLLE XMBYT Ha cBeTe? Kakoi cMbicn B
3TUX YyaAMLLax? — ckasas KTo-To 6pe3rnumeo.

— A KaKoV CMbICN B IOAAX? — XMbIKHYJ [peH. — [nsayero
XMBET Ha CBeTe Hall cocen, MelwaHuH MNaoyk? [ns 4yero oH
poaunn aecaTepbix AETEN, TOACTbIX U MynbIX? A OHK BbIpa-
CTYT 1 pOANAT eLle no gecartky. Kuyemy ato? lNMpocTo xaxaa
pasMHOXeHUs. Tak 1 y XUBOTHbIX. Tak n'y TpeHor.

— A noyemy oHa Bceraa ABNsSeTcs B BUOE XEHLMHbI?

— $YlcHoe peno, NoTOMYy YTO NoA, AJIMHHBIMKU 0OKaMun
yOoOOHO NpsAiTaTh TPETLIO HOTY U XBOCT.

— A MoxeT, Hawa TUxoHsa Bnepte ToXxe TpeHorasi, BOH
Kakoe nnarbe, 4o nar!

M OHW, pa3ropsi4eHHble BUHOM W 3anpeTHol Becenoi,
cTanm Basartbca k bnepre:

— Mbl TOIbKO HOXKM TBOWU Nepecyntaem!

— Hy xoTb Tydenb nokaxu!

— PebaTa, oHa 6ouTcs, 4TO Mbl yBUOUM €€ XBOCT!

OAavH, camblii XMENbHOW, ynercs Ha rnofa n nonbiTancs
npuUNoaHaTL ee tobky. BnepTe pactepsanacs, a lpeH kyaa-To
nogesasncs, 3a NMBOM ybexarl, 4To /i1, N BCTYNUTbCA ObIo
Hekomy. U TyT BCTan Mactyx.

OH Huyero He rosopun. Monya HacTynun HOronm Ha pyky,
4yTO TAHYNack k bneprte. «A ero 6osatca», — noHana bnepre,
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Habnoaasa, Kak 6bICTPO TPe3BeloT, pa3dbupatoT Wwanku m
yX0OaT Npoyb MPEeHOBbLI APYXKN.

C Tex nop ecnv n BCTpeyancs 6parteL, ¢ HUMU, TO He AioMa.
W, omBHOEe poeno, gonbiThiBancy y bnepre, kTo Takon a10T
MacTyx.

— Tbl pa3se He NOMHULB ero? OH J06PbLIN YENOBEK.

— Jepxucb noganblue oT 3Toro Aobporo 4yenoseka, —
Benen [peH cepanTo.

Bnepte He Morna B3sTb B TOJK, MOYEMY OH Tak He0BO-
neH. Kak 6yaro pesHyeT. OHa ycMexHynacb 3TOW MbICIU U
noLuna 3aroHsTb ryce.

Hactynuno neto, wepapas nopa. 3eMnsHuka, rpnbbl, 1MNo-
BbI UBeT 1 4yabpeL, ons yas, 3Bepoboii 1 0JIbXOBbIE LUWLLKMN
Ons 6abyLKNHBLIX CYCTaBOB, BEHUKN Ha 3UMY rycsiMm. peHy
HaCKy4Mn ero ApyXku, 1 oH yBa3biBancs ¢ bnepre B nec.
Momoran gaxe. Cpesan HOXXoM 6epe30ByI0 Yary, Bbikanbl-
BaJ1 KOPHU LMKOPUS, TacKan TaxXesble KOP3WHbI C rpnbamu.
OHa papoBanace: «Tenepb B ABa pa3a 6osblie cobepem»,
a OH CMesAncs, ApasHN ee XNOMNOTYHbEN U T'YCUHOW NPUH-
LLecCcom, AMBUICS BEAbMUHbLIM Kpyram LUaMnrHbOHOB, YyTb
He Haesics BONMYbUX Arog, a ogHaxabl 3anayTtan, u3psaHo
nepenyrae CeECTpY.

— bypnTo He3pewHnn, — yamenanace bnepte. — B peT-
CTBE X MO COJIHLY BCEeraa Aopory Haxoamn.

OH KapTMHHO pa3BoaM pykamu, a OHa npoaoskana:

— MNonsHKy C pbXMKaMn He MOMHULLb, raaoynii KaMeHb
He 3Haellb, MOy BUCENbHMUKA NPOLLEN U He 3aMeTu. A
raoe Mbl Bcerga rnosiygHmyanu, Mosioko nunu? A kak notepsin
KOP3UWHKY 1 6abylika nokonotmna teba?

OH noxan nnevyamu.

— WM 910 326117 — ynaBLIMM ron0COM CNpocuna oHa.

Bnepte BcnomMmmnHana geTcTBO C TEMIOTON U Nto6oBbIO. A
IpeHy 6bI10 MHTEPECHEE HacTosee. inn paxe byayuiee.

— OceHblo BEPHYCb B CTOMULY, — OOHaX bl CKa3an OH. —
Moepelb co MHON?

— Yr0 ThI, 5 HE MOry 6pocuTb 6abyLLKy, — ucnyranacb
Bnepte. — N Tebe 3a4em yxoauTtb? Heyxenu TyT He MOXeLLb
HalTu cebe neno? [1a xoTb Obl NOMOran MHe, B3s5m 6 rycen
no6osnblue, OHM MPUHOCAT XOPOLLMIA [,OX0M,.

— l'ycu, poxon, — nepeapasHn oH. — MPeH-rycaTHUK, Tak
MeHs1 ByayT 3Batb, Aa? Mmynas Tel, bnepte. Janslie Hoca
CBOEro He Buaub. Heyxenn Tel He xoTena Obl yBUOETb
ApYryto Xxmn3Hb? MNonpoboBaTtb 4TO-TO HOBOE? Heyxenu Thl
pOXAeHa aNns Toro, 4Tob BCHO XM3Hb OOLLIKN ryCsiM BEPTETL?

Bnepte monyana. OHa HMKOrga He 3agymbiBasiacb 06
aTtom. [ge poauncs, Tam v NpUroannacs, oHa 6bina 3
Takmx nogen, aa, a peH 6bin, BUAHO, NepeneTHon NTu-
uen. M cepaue ee cxxmmanocb OT MbIC/IV O MPEACTOSLLEN
pasnyke...

Kak-To oHn cobupanu ronybuky Ha 6010TE U HaLNK
OCTPOBOK, MOPOCLUMIA POro3oM Aa OJfIbXON, nocpean Ton-
KOro mecTta. Pa3pyLUeHHbI MOCTUK OOrHUBa B BOAE, a 3a
0epeBbAMU BUAHENCH AOMUK.

— Crapas necHuny4oBka, — nporosopuna bnepte. — lo-
BOPAT, TaM XmBeT focnoxa TpeHora...

— y6oko TyT? — PEeH TKHyN Nankon B BOAY.

— MopsgoyHo, Aa NUSIBOK MOJIHO, BLICOCYT BCKO KPOBb
npexgae, 4em nepebepellbcsd. — OHa noexunacs.

BpaTteu cMoTpen 3aayMyMBO Ha NyCTble 3apOC/v ONbLLa-
Huka, yBuTble xmenem. N Bnepte cmoTpena. [eB4oHka-
MOJ104YHMLLA XBacTanack, 6yaro xoguna k focnoxe TpeHore



3a KONIA0BCKMMU 3e1bsiMU. HeTbipe napbl LUEPCTAHbLIX 4yI0K
Hagena, oT nuaBok. OHa nokasbiBana bnepte 6yTbINOYKY,
6ynTo 6bl KOCTOYKA TaM B MyTHOW BOAe Nnasana un 6necreno
4YTO-TO, HO BnepTte BUAEnNa, 4To AeB4OHKa BPET. [la 1 naxsno
M3 OYTbIIOYKM HE TaHbIM CHaA00beM, a MYCTbIPHUKOM
1 nonbiHblo. CTouno nn k TpeHore xoauTb 3a TEM, YTO Y
BCSIKOrO NJIETHS pacTeT.

— [OBOPSAT, OHA XeNaHUa NCNOJHAET. YTO Obl Tl NONPO-
cuna?

— CwmepTun pa3ee 4T0, — NpowenTtana bnepte. — Ecnn 6
cTana XXmn3Hb COBCEM HE MuUfa...

— A a9 nonpocun 6bl, — cepbe3HO ckazan lpeH, — Te-
TeHbka TpeHora, NOKaXXm MHE CBOWN XBOCTUK, C KUCTOYKOMN
OH Yy Tebs nnn 6e3?

— He wytun ¢ atnm! — ucnyranace bneprte.

— A 9 1 He Wy4vy, — XMbIKHYJ1 OH.

Ha y>xuH 66111 60661 1 BapeHad TenaTuHa. babyuika npoyna
MonuTBY. Trkanm yachl, TpeLlan OroHb B neyu. [peH Tepnetb
He Mor TULWHbI, BnepTte yxe noHana 310. BoT n cenyac, He
yCcneB NPoXeBaTb, OH COOOLLWI:

— A rocnoxy TpeHory HameaHu Buaenuv B ropoae.

Bnepte B3oporHyna n npoceinana 600kl C TOXKN.

Babylwika cepanTo nornagena Ha HUX 06oux:

— [NpekpaTtn noMmnHaTe 3Ty NnoraHb B gome. B petcree
A3bIK C MbIJIOM MOSI0CKaNn, 4a BCE HanpacHO, Tak 60TYHOM
1 ocTtancs. YariHuk Bckmnen, bnepte. Minn el ocnenna?

Bnepte nocnewHo Bckoyuna. A FpeH npogonxan:

— lMomHI0, B OEeTCTBE Mbl YN/ HA FOPOACKON CBaske,
cokpoBwuLLa nckanu. Nenne pasok nosesno, 3010TOE KOJIbLLO
Hallen BHYTPM CTapon nepyatku. A s oTbickan 6awmak. C
JNIEBOW HOMM N COBEPLLEHHO HOBbLIN. Yepes napy Heaesnb u
Menne nonanca 6awmak. Toxe NeBbll, C UTOJI0YKM, KOXa
ckpunena. Korga Mbl 06HapyXmnnm eLle napoyky, ceanka
nepecrana KasarbCH TakuM Y>XX NPUSATHbIM MECTOM.

— [a MoxeT, npaeble NOTEPSINCL NPOCTO, — NPEeAno-
noxwuna bnepte. — Nnn oT NokoMHWKa OQHOHOIOro Bbi-
6pocunu...

[peH ¢ yCMeLLKoM nokadan rosoBon.

— Bce 910 03HavaeT nnwb OAHO: y HaLler rocnoxu Tpe-
HOIMM TPETbS HOra — nNpasBag, a 3Ha4yuT, Bbllynuiacb OHa B
BWUCOKOCHbIN rof,. A Ha AHSX 1 CHOoBa Obls1 Ha cBasike, — Npo-
wenTan peH, n Bnepte noHesone npucnywanace. — U 9
CHOBA Hallen NeBbI balMak.. .

— Baw kode, 6abyuika, — ckaszana bnepte HepBHO.

— A Tbl 3HaelLb, 4To focnoxa TpeHora 6poanT B cymMmepkax
no ropoAy 1 3arnsabIBaeT B OKHA, U HA NnTe yoeraeT MosIoKo,
1 TPECKAIOTCHA Tapeskm, a AeTn NnnadvyT 1 3amkaloTcs, ecnm
YBUOSAT B OKHE €€ XEeNThIe [Ma3a C BEPTUKaIbHbIMU 3padkamn?

— Kak He cTbigHO nyratb cecTpy! — ycoBecTuna ero
6abyLuka.

M TyT 32 OKHOM TUXOHbBKO NPOLLENECTENO, C/IOBHO KTO-TO
XOTen OTONTU N 3aMeLlKancs, 3auenuncs tobkoi. bneprte
BCKPUKHYNa.

— CnbiwunTte? 310 Kpagetcs focnoxa TpeHora, — Npo-
rosopwn peH 3n10BeLLMM roIOCOM.

— 3710 BeTep, — ckasana 6abywka. — oy cnatb, 3101
Manbyuk. A Tbl, Bnepte, B36€ MO0 NEPUHY N NPUHECHK
rpenky. M nepectaHb opoxarb, Aypexa, OH Xe Tebs Apa3HUT.

lMepembiB NOCyAy, 3aracymB OrOHb M KPenko-HaKpernko 3a-
nepes ogepwu, bnepte npuwna B cnanbHio. bpartevw, BCTpeTun
ee B36yJOPaXEHHbIN.

— Tbl cnbiwana? Y1o-To ckpunuT B nognone!

— MbIlwn? — nporosopunia oHa, Pa3aeBasiCh.

— O nn! NoMHUWb, 9 Kak-To 3abpancs Tyaa, 6abyluka
pewmnna, 4To 3a BapeHbeM. A 60JIbHO HY>XXHbl MHE 3TV NJ1EC-
HeBenble 6aHkn. A nckan gpyroe... — OH OMSHYICS HA OKHO
n 3awentan: — [oBop4art, pasd B cTo net locnoxa TpeHora
3abupaeTcs B 4y>KO NOANON 1 OTKNaabIBaeT TaM anLo. BoT
S 1 pewnn npoeepuTb. He xBaTtano ewle, 4tob ata raguHa
BbIBENACH Yy HaC!

BnepTe cTpyxHyna He Ha WwyTKy. Takoe OHa chnbliwana
Bnepsble. N xoTb 6abyuika 30BeT peHa BpyHOM — BCe
PaBHO XYTKO. TPSCACh OT X0N04a B TOHKOM COpPOYKe, OHA
BbILLIA N3-3a LUMPMbI.

— K70 TEbE 31O CKazan?

— TBoiA Bo6pbLIN YenoBek, MacTyx, 1 BCTPETW ero HaMmep -
HW. aam, y MeHs kodepra nog, KpoBaTbio, — NOXBaCTasICH
peH. — MeHs Tak 3anpoCTO HE COXPELLb.

TyT rPOMBIXHYJI0 1 MOKATUOCh 32 ABEPbLIO. ByaTO KTO Wen
1 3aLenun noraHoe Begpo B ceHuax. bneprte B3BuarHyna,
KVHynach kK 6pary, npmxanacb k Hemy. OT ee pe3koro ABu-
XeHus noracna cee4a, n bneprte B yxace 3akpbina rnasa.
ManeHbkas, ManeHbkas A4eBo4YKka OHa Obina, HECMOTPS Ha
DJIMHHBIE KOCbI 1 FpyOble pykU, YTO C yTpa A0 Bevepa BapsT,
CKOBNAT, MECAT, TACKalOT TAXEN0e, OTMbIBAOT HeuncToe. Ho
Koraa npUXoamT HOYb, 3TW PYKM OLLEMEHESIO NPUKMMAIOTCS K
rpyou, n bnepte cHOBa [ecaThb NET, U TbMa NOACTYNAET BCe
6nunxe. ObixaHne MpeHa cnbllWHO e, bueHune ero cepaua. U
YbU-TO Kpaaywmecs warn. byaro cTyunT no nony AeTckmin,
TOLLLEHLKNI XBOCTMK. ByATO CTYyNaloT HETBEPAO0 TPU HOXKMN:
TOM-TOM-TOM, TULLIMHA W CHOBA TOMN-TOMN-TOM. Beunynunack
MasieHbkas TPEHOXKa 1 MPUHIOXNBAETCS, ULLET ropsyei
4eN0BEYECKON KPOBU, YTOObI HACOCATLCS M NOAPACTH.

Bnepte coTpsicana opoxb, 1 MpeH kpenye cxarn ee B 00b-
ATbSAX, TO 1N yCnokaueas, To M cobupasicek eule 6onbLue
Hanyratb.

— Cnblwmnwb? — npowenTtan oH. — TBapb MAET cloaa.
Ceityac orpeto ee Ko4eprom.

— Her, HeT, — ropsa4o npowenTtana bnepte, — He oTny-
CKal MeHs1, He OCTaBNsAr MeHsI OaHY B TEMHOTE!

TyT ABEPb UX KOMHATKM pacnaxHynacb, u bnepte He
yaepxana KpuK.

Ho koHeuHo, 370 6bina He focnoxa TpeHora.

Ha nopore ctosina 6abyluika, B HOYHOM KOPTE U Yenue.

— Yro Bbl AenaeTe? — Cnpocusa OHa C OTBPALLLEHNEM.

IpeH pasxan pyku, n bnepTte BbICKONb3HYNA, CnpsaTanach
noa, CBOUM ofesinioM, cropas ot cTbiga. Kak 6yaro ot 6a-
OYLLKMHOW CBEYU JIErNA HA HUX MPSI3HAs TEHb.

Haytpo Oparen, nepecenuncs Ha yeppak. Tak Benena
6abywwika. A bnepTe ¢ Tex nop He Mormna ycHyTb. Eil mepe-
LLMINCh TUXME TPEXHACTHbIE LLaXKKW. [1Be 6ECCOHHbIE HOY
OHa NpoBena, CX1Mas Ko4epry v He CBOAS B3rNaaa C ABepu,
a oHeM 3acbkinana Ha xony. Bce Banunock n3 pyk, bmunace
nocyaa, npuropana cTpsnHe, rycsata pasderanuce. babyuika
HerogoBana, oyboBoM TpOCTM Haxoaunach paboTa, n peH
noHa4vasny noCMeMBasncs, HO NOTOM YTO-TO APYrOe CKOJb3-
Hyno B ero rnasax. Ha TpeTbio HO4Yb ABEPb CKPUMHYNa, 1
B6pareL, NPOroBOpPUI HEFPOMKO!

— OT3blIHb, Y MEHS BCEr0 ABE HOMM 1 HWU OOHOrO XBOCTA.

BnepTe BbIpOHMNA KOYEPry U pa3pbiganach.

OH pepxan ee 3a pyKy, noka oHa He ycHyna. Ctan npu-
X0OUTb Kaxapli Bevep. M 6abyLuka Hy1 pasy He 3acTurma ux.
XoTsa nopo Bnepte mepewmnnce Wwarm, Ho ABepb HUKOraa
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He OTKpbIBasnacb, M MOCTENEHHO KOoLMapbl pactadasin, CJioB-
HO YTAHYJ1I0 X B OKOLLIKO CBEXWM JTIETHM BETEPKOM.

OTn HOuWM, pyka B pyke, nann bnepte owyuieHne 6e3onac-
HOCTU 1 Tenna. MpeH ObIN C Hel NackoB, He HacMeLUHWYan,
Jaxe Havyan noMorarb — TO BOAbl MPUHECET, TO NeYyb pac-
TONUT. BbIMEN BCEX MAyKOB N3 KYXHW, UCKYCAHHbIA XO04M,
HO 0OBOJbHLIN. OHa 32 9TO ucnekna NMpPor ¢ GPYCHNKON K
OYeHb yauBunach, korga peH nonpobosan v CKPUBUACS:
«Y4T10, 3TO BbIN MO NOOUMBIIN? — U noxan nneyamm: — Hy
NPOCTU, BKYCbl MEHSAKOTCS».

Bnepte Bce 60sbLUe NpMBA3bIBaNach K HEMY, a OH nepe-
CTan KypuTb B JIOME U CTapasics He CKBEPHOCNO0BUTb. OHM
yacTo 6biBany BMmecTe. K kaptam Bnepte He npukacanach
(rpex!), n F'peH Hayumn ee nrpatb B ragenku. M oHa Bcerpa
nobexpgana, NoTOMy 4TO Morfia 6ECKOHEYHO MSaeTh B €ro
rnasa. lNMopon lNpeH Tepancsa ot ee B3rMsAa, NOPoOn cep-
auncs. A nHorga nenan HeOXUOAaHHOE Pe3KOe OBUXEHME,
Bnepte nyranacb 1 moprana, 310 6bII0 HEYECTHO, HO OHa
He obuxanach, HeT.

Kak-TO OHM OTbICKaNN CTAPUHHYIO KHUTY MO XMPOMaHTUN
1 npuHanuce ragatb. OHM cupenu Tak 6an3ko. Manbubl
lpeHa naxnu TabakoMm. [peH Tporan ee nagoHb, n bnepte
3amMupana OT 3TUX MPUKOCHOBEHWA, HE MOHUMAs, 4TO C HEN
npomcxoauT. A MOTOM, KaXeTCs, NoHsAAa. A OH, HUYEro He
3amMeyvast, Boaus najbLEeM Mo ee pyke:

— 3710 nuHKA cepaua, Tbl Byaellb cHacTIMBa B N1t0OBU.

— 9 Hukorga He Byay cyactnmea, — ropopuna bnepte
0bBpeYeHHO.

Yepaak XxpaHua OCKOJIKU MPOLWION XU3HU: OETCKUN
KneTyarbin papTyyek («MIHTEpeCHO, MO U TBOI?»), CNO-
MaHHOro 4yepTta-n3-kopobkun («MomMHULWb, KaK Tbl Bosancs
€ro?»), UCTNeBLINE BbIKPOWKN, NOOUTBIE MOJLIO LLIATbI,
kodemonky 6e3 pydyku. OgHaxabl [PeH oTbicKan Ybn-TO
cBagebHble onexabl. «X0Tb pa3 yBuxy 1ebs B 6enom, Hy
nasari xe». MbilHOE NnaTbe C 30/104EHBIMU BbILLMBKAMU
CEeno Kak BAMTOE NOBEPX AOMALUHEN CTapEeHbKOM POObI.
peH pacnnen kocy bnepte, paccbinan BONOCHI NO Mje4yam,
3ameTun wpam Ha noy:

— OTkyna ato?

— He nomHunwb? Tel ewe apasHuncs: «<bnepre-BopoBka,
rycst obokpana». Ay 1e6s TOXe €CTb LUpaMm, s TOMHIO, Tbl C
LIENKOBULLbI yNas, HarnopoCa Ha BETKY.

M oHa noTsHyNnack K ero BOPOTHUKY, HO peH nepexsartumn
ee pyKy 1 Hu4ero He ckasan. Hagen Ha Hee darty. [Noasen
K MbIILHOMY 3epKany.

BHuM3y, B kOMHaTax, He Oblno 3epkan. babylika rosopuna,
OHV MOPOXAAI0T ropApIHIO 1 camontoboBaHue. Begpa ¢ Bo-
OOW, HAYNLLLEHHAA Meab, OKOHHbIE CTEKJ1A TOXE OTpaXanu,
1 BnepTte Buaena TonCTyO KOCY, LWUMPOKO pacCTaBieHHble
rnasa, 6enecble peCHULbI 1 CYPOBO CXaTble, HENPUBbLIYHbIE
K ynblOKe rybbl. A cervac B 3epkasie C/IOBHO 1 HE OHa YJbl-
Hanacbk CHACTAMBO 1 CUANA, KaK HACTOSILLLAs HOBOOpayHas.
Bpateu BCcTan psaom, ctaTtHbliA, B3POCHbIN, B HEPHON Optoy-
HOM nape, N Ha CekyHAay OHa npeacrasuna, 6yaro aTo ee
XEeHUx, a OH Nnepebupan ee BONOChI U XMYPUIICS.

— Kak Tbl yMyapseLwbca NpsaTarb CBOK KPacoTy? — Cnpo-
cun oH. — W 3auem?

Bnepte Hecmeno ynbibHynack. A ee oTpaxXeHne CNOBHO
nnakano, Nonana TPeLLMHKa No weke. 3epkano-To pas-
6utoe, obomnena bnepte. Ckopeli oTBEpPHYNach, copeana
dnepaopaHx, Haxnobyymna dyeney,. Ho Ta, B 30/10ThIX Bbl-
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LUMBKAX, C PaCnyLLeHHbIMU TSXEbIMU BOSIOCaMu, C Tpe-
BOXHbIM B3[ISI10M, CTasia CHUTLCS eli, npeagellas deay.
U 6epa npuwna.

B 10T AeHb BCe He nagnnock. Mbiwn narpeianu tydnu Bnep-
T€, U OCTAaHOBWINCb BOPYT YaCbl, M CTapyXa ryCbIHA y4yanna,
cHecna 3apas gga anua. Yto-t1o cnyuuntcs, gymana bnepre,
N cepaue ee KOI0TUIOCh OT AYPHOrO NPeaYyBCTBUS.

3a yXXnHoM peH 06bIkHOBEHHO 6onTan o TpeHore:

— Hwv oanH canoxHnK He MOXET CLUUTb el 00yBKy. U
6poauT TBapb NO ropoay, XBataeT PedAaTULLEK, N3 NX KOXU
WwbeT cebe Hawimakn. A Koxa TOHKas!, HexHas, balimaku
ObICTPO CTANTbLIBAIOTCS, CHOBA M CHOBA MPUXOAUTCS Bbl-
XOAUTb €M Ha OXOTY...

Bnepte cnywana, obMmupasn. OnaTb OH 3a cBoe. A Beap
obellan He nyraTb, OblN yXXe TakuM nackoBbiM. CHUNCS el
naxe... A Tenepb, BUAHO, CHOBa TpeHora NpMCHUTCA...

— He Toro bl 6ouwibes, Bnepte, — ckasana Bapyr 6abyLu-
ka, n bnepte B3gporHyna. — He xoTena a3bik Mapatb 06 3Ty
rPA3HYI NCTOPUIO, Aa, BUAHO, NPUAETCS, — npogoskana
6abyLuka 6pe3rnmBo. — [aBHbIM-AABHO XMW B HALLEM rO-
poae 6pat n cectpa. OHM NOCTYNUANCL CBATLIMW 3aKOHAMM
N corpeLumnam, cMmeLanu KpoBb. OT nx 650romeps3Kkomn CBasun
poauncs TpeHornii pebeHoK C XBOCTOM, U OHU OTHECN
ero Ha 601070 1 yTonunn. Ho TBapb Bbxma. Be3nyHHbIMK
HOYaMM OHa XOAMT B ropo, 1 kpaaeTt mnageHues. OHa He-
HaBMOUT MX 32 TO, YTO Y HUX [BE HOIN.

Bnepte neperngHynace ¢ peHom. OH Bbirngaen obu-
XEHHbIM, CNIOBHO 6abyLlka nepexsartunnia y Hero aiodrmyto
3abasy.

— A ewe, — 6abyLWKMHbI O4KN 3/10BELLE CBEPKHYIN, —
TpeHora 3arnsaapiBaeT B OKHA, HACKIIAET NOPOYHbIE MbICU,
CHbI 1@ HaBaxaeHus. Bce xaeT, 4To KTO-HMOyAb OCTYNNTCS
N pOOUT el TPEHOIOE AUTATKO. ..

lNpeH HepoymeHHO noaHsan 6poBu, a bnepte He 3Hana,
KyOoa aeBatbcs OT CTbiga. babylika Bce BMOUT, BCE 3HaeET,
6a0yLuka OyATO LLEeNyLLUT FOPOX: BCKPbIia HOrTeM CepPAEYKO
Bnepte v BLITPSIXHYNA HA NaA0Hb, HO OHO BbINO yXe nopye-
HbIM, YEPBMBbIM, 1 OCTaBaJIOCh TOJIbKO BbIKUHYTh €0 MPOYb.

Babyuika gaBHo cnana. [peH Kypun Ha KpblibLe, OH Obin
HENPMBbLIYHO MOJSIHANMB, CIOBHO peLlan B yMe CJIOXHYIO
3a4a4ky 1 He MOr HanTu oteeTta. bnepte gombiBana no-
cyny. Pykn gBuranmcb NpmBbIYHO, @ B FOJIOBE TAXKUM
MosioToM Byxanu cnosa. pa3Hbie Mbicn. Boromepsknia.
Cmeluanu KpoBb.

Ona B3gporHyna, notomy 4to peH BOpyr okasancs ps-
noMm.

— Bnepre, MHe... A oonxeH ckasarb Tebe...

OH nopowen coBcemM 6n3ko. JLOTPOHYNCcS Ao npsan ee
BOJIOC OKOJI0 LLIEKM.

OHa cmoTpena Ha 6pata B yxace. Tak oH Toxe? OHu 06a?

— Her, HeT, Mmonyn, He cMel! — oTToNKHyNna ero n ybe-
xana.

Houblo OH npuwen, kak 06b4HO. HO ABepb okal3anacb
3anepra.

— Cnvwb, Bnepte?

— HeT, — oTto3Banack oHa.

Ona cTosna 3a ABepblo, HE oTXoauna.

— Bnepte, MHe HyXHO npu3HaTbes Tebe. B xopoluem un
nnoxom. C yero Havatb?

— C xopoluero, — npowuenTana oHa.



OH ynblBOHynCS:

— A mobnio Tebq, bneprte.

OHa coaBneHHo OxXHyNa, v HacTynuna gonras, Aonaras TULWmn-
Ha. Y10 oHa genana 1am, B TEMHOW KOMHATYLLKE, MOMWIACh,
nnakana wiv nexana B 6ecnamarcTee? He goxaaBLUMCL OT-
BETa, OH 3aroBOPWII CHOBA, ObICTPO, NyTaHO, B3ax/eob:

— A He 6paT Tebe, bnepte, 1 Teb9 06MaHyn. TBor 6parel,
lpeH n He gyman Bo3BpawaTbecs gomoin. OH noaroBopun
eLe OBOWX M, Kak CTasnun nbabl, coexan ¢ nepBbiM Xe KO-
pabnem. A g MPOCTO 3aexas ckasaTb, HTOO Bbl €r0 He XAanu.
Ho Tbl Tak NackoBO Ha3Bana MeHs ero UMeHeM... VI HUKTo
HE 3aMeTuN NogMeHy... ITo OblNo 3a6aBHO — OPa3HUTb
CcTapyxy, niecTn Hebbinmupl 0 focnoxe TpeHore, HO NOTOM
S1 MOHSAN, 4TO HE Xo4y NyraTb Te6s N He XO4Y CMOTPETL, Kak
Tebsa nynaT nankon... bnepte, 11 yBe3y Te65 CUI0ON U3 3TOro
nayybero rHesga, C/blnilb?

OH TOnKHYyN ABepb, OHa oTBOpMIacb. Ha ckBO3Hsike OT
OTKPbLITOro okHa gpoxana ceeya. lNoctens bnepte Gbina
3acTenieHa, U Ha NoayLUKe nexan HaTesbHbIA KPEeCT.

B opyrux obcrtoarenbcTBax [peH 6bl NOCMEANCS, 4TO
TUXOHS BnepTe Bbl1e3na B OKHO. A Tenepb 3TOT MOCTYMOK
ckaszan 0 MHOrom. M OH 3Han ToNbKO OOHO MECTO, Kyaa
Bnepte Morna nonTn HoYbtO, oaHa, 6e3 KpecTa.

[ypak, aypak! [loyemy OH He cka3an en paHbLUe, Kakoro
YyepTa urpan c Hein? Bce Bpems 3abbiBasl, 4TO OHA CHMTaEeT
ero 6paroMm... Ml kakoro 4YepTa paccycosiMBaeT ceinyac, korga
Bnepte 6poauT BNOTbMax Ha 60/1I0TE U MOXET YTOHYTb, 0,0-
Bupasch 00 CTapoi NECHNUYOBKM.

Ee kpecT OH Hagen Ha Lweto, psaoM co cBouM. U, xnonHyB
OBepbto, NOKNHY OOM.

OH nopsaoYHO 3annyTan v y>ke Ha paccBeTe Bbilles K 03epLy
C nusiBKaMu, KOTopblx Tak bosnacek Bnepte. OTbickan 6poa,
canoram NuUsIBKU He CTpaluHbl. Ha ocTpoBke Hallen o6pbiBkU
nnartbsi U KPOBb, BUAHO, Bnepte nepepsiabiBana Horm. Kouku,
OJIbLLAHMK, OCOKa, narywara rnopckalT n3-nog Hor. N pas-
BaJIlOLLIKA CO CNenbIMU OKHaMM, Kpbilla npoBanunack, ABepb
B 3emJ1i0 Bpocna. PasymeeTcs, necHnyoBka Obina nycra.

A noTom, xonoges cepauem, OH 3aMeTUS NIEHTY, NOYTU
3aCOCaHHyl0 BHYTpPb 6OIOTHOrO OKOLUKA, pasgaBieHHble
KJTIOKBUHKM, CJIOMaHHbIE BETKM, BblpBaHHbI MOX. [danblie
3emMns Oblna HETPOHYTA, HUKakMX cnepdos. M aTo o3Havano
TOJIbKO TO, 4TO BnepTte He ywina, 4To OHa ocTanach TyT...

OH cnpen Ha 3eMne, Aepxai B pyKe rpsi3HyI0 IEHTY U nnakaJ.

— OHa He yTOHyna, 'peH, — ckasas KTo-TOo.

lonoc 6bin TUXWIA, TENNbIM U BKPaO4YMBbIA, [PeH BCKOUW
1 06epHYNCcS, OXnaas BCTPETUTL XENTbIN B3rNsg, c BepTu-
KanbHbIMM 3padykamMun. Ho 3a ero CNVHOM CTOSAN BCEro NMLUb
MacTtyx, n MpeH noamBwuncs, 4To cpasdy He y3Han ero rosoc.

— Tbl ee Buaen?

— Kak Tebs ceiyac, u gaxe 6aumxe, — kKnpHyn racryx.

Pbixas cobaka y ero Hor ckanunacb, C/IOBHO CMesinach.
lpeHy BOPYr BCMOMHWUIINCb HEXOPOLUWE CYXM, YTO XOOWUN
06 aTom yenoseke. «OH lMacTyx, a He OXOTHUK», — TakK ro-
Bopuna bnepte, oa, Ho rae ero ctago? Koro, ckaxmuTe Ha
MWUJIOCTb, OH naceT?

— Bort Takux rnyneiwen, kak Bol ¢ Bnepte, n nacy, —
ckazan actyx n ycMexHyncs, nokasbiBasi MEJSIKME OCTPbIE
3yObl. — [lymaellb, Bbl NepPBbIE SBUTMCb FOCNOXY TpeHory
npoeepatb? etun, cywme getn. Jlesete, kyaa He NpocsT,
ULLETE, Yero HeT. MaTb NpUCnnT AUTS U B KONOAELL YPOHUT,
a BMHOBaTa TpeHorasi Teapb. Kak 6yaro Te, y Koro age Horu,
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310 TBOPUTb HE CMOCOOHbI.

— HeBMHOBHbIE HE CKPLIBAIOTCA Tak YMenNo, — nepebun
ero peH.

— A TbI Obl He CKpbIBancs, 6yap y Teba XBOCT? — pa3Bece-
nuncs MNMacTtyx. — Hawm ropoxaHe 1 rop6arbix 4a XPOMbIX HE
6051bHO XanyioT. A TyT TPETbsl HOra. He nHave, ot nykasoro.
LleBOK ckonbko B 60JsI0TE eABa He yTomno, 1 Bce Tyaa Xe,
K HEl, 32 KOJIZOBCTBOM, 32 CHACTbeM M N0OO0BLIO. [la ecnu
6 TpeHora TyT 1 6bINa, TO pa3se 6 cyacTbemM Toprosana?
Tonbko 6enon. bnepte ogHa 370 NoHANA. A He Hawna HKU-
KOro — B TPSICUHY cobpanacs, ene ycnern...

— Kypa nowna bnepte? MHe HyXHO ee AorHaTb 1 00b-
SICHUTD...

— OmHa 3HaerT, 'peH. Nnun nyywe 3Batb TEHS HACTOALLNM
nmeHem? — Mactyx nogMnrHyn. — MHe NpuLLIoCs ckasarb
e npaBay o Tebe, CHATb KaMeHb C ee AyLUWn.

— WM yto oHa? — Tnxo nporosopun peH. — Bo3HeHaBu-
nena meHsa?

— bnepte He ymeeT HeHaBMAETb, — noka4van rosioBOMn
Mactyx. — He ua toro Tecta. Uam v oTbilum ee v yseau no-
banble otcioga. OHa xopoluas AeBoyka, [peH, 1 nopa yxe
€1 cTaTb CHACT/INBOMN.

Mactyx rnapen Mpeny Bcnepn,. Mwb, aypadku, roe TpeHory
nckartb yaoymanu. la oHa Ha 60/10TO HY HOTFOM, CbIPOCTU He
no6but. Ee noroso B ropoae, 1 oOH byaeT o6xoauTb AOM 3a
[OMOM, BbINCKMBAas, BbIHIOXMBAS, BblBaXMBas, kak pblbak
BbIBaXXMBAET LLYKY. PaHO nnm no3gHo oHa owmnbeTcs, Bbl-
nact cebsi. M Toraa oH yobeT ragviHy, eCnv oHa Toro 3aciy-
>KMBAET, EC/IN XOTb YaCTb CMJIETEH O HEW — Npasaa.

OH pokypun, CBUCTHYN coBaky U pa3MepeHHO 3aluaran
no 6onoty, Tyaa, K 6e33aWnUTHOMY CNSWeEMY ropoakKy,
roe HUKAM B nanucagHukax 30/0Tble Wwapbl, 6necrena Ha
KamyLUuKax YTPEHHSS poca, rae B Noanose, 3a ropLovykamm
C nawiTeTom, nosiBUAach rnepeas TPELMHKA Ha TYCK/IOM
cepoBaToM sriue. CTaBHM B AoMax Obln eLle 3akpbiThl,
M penKo rae BUCS AbIMOK Hapg, TPyOon, TONbKO cTapyxa B
yepHOM cTosnay 3abopa, rmaas Ha 4opory.

«Ynyctuna Tbl CBOIO BHY4YKY, — nogyman Nactyx 4oBosib-
HO. — Hekoro 60/bLUe TUPaHUTb».

Crapyxa CNnoBHO yCblxana 3Ty MbIC/IN 1 HeA00PO 3bIPKHY-
na emy Bcnen, a notoMm nobpena k gomy. Noacnenosaras
M rpy3Has, B XeNTOBaTOro Kpyxesa 4enue,oHa Lwna Bne-
peBasnky, onMpasicb Ha TPOCTb. [ockpunbIBann 60TUHKU,
wypwana obka.

Crapyxa ynbibanacs.

MacTyx Obln yXe CANLWIKOM ganeko, YToObl chbilaTh ee
waru.

Ton-Ton-Ton, U TUWIKHA, U CHOBA TOM-TOM-TOM...
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