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DISCOVERIES

Missions to 
the Moon

On 13 September 1959, the Soviet Union’s Luna 2 probe became the first 
human-made object to reach the Moon’s surface. Since then, more than 
100 missions from eight national agencies have been attempted, with 
around half being deemed a success. In recent years, China has been the 
most active nation launching lunar missions. Its Chang’e 4 mission 
became the first craft to land on the far side of the Moon in January 2019.

IN
F

O
G

R
A

P
H

IC
: 
V

A
L

E
N

T
IN

A
 D

’E
F

IL
IP

P
O

Data crunch

Project Apollo

NASA, USA

Of the 18 missions, six
succeeded in landing the 
first humans on the Moon.
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          Luna Programme 

Soviet space programme, USSR

Twenty-four  robotic spacecraft 
were named Luna, although more 
were launched and only eight 
successfully landed.

Surveyor Programme

NASA, USA

Of the seven robotic spacecraft
sent to the Moon, five
successfully landed.
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The early years of lunar exploration 
were dominated by the Cold War-era 
rivalry between the Soviet Union and 
the USA. The two nations made a 
total of 82 attempts between 1958 and 
1976.

Apollo 13 was called a successful 
failure. While they failed to land on the 
Moon, the men did return home safely.
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The map of the landing sites 
by NASA’s Goddard Space 

Flight Center shows the 
locations of the many 

spacecraft that landed 
on the Moon. 


