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Strange signals from the depths of time have
revealed a huge flaw in our Universe
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PITTSBURGH, USA

You've heard of CubeSats: small,
cuboid satellites built with
standardised dimensions to make
it easier (and cheaper) for people
to get their tech into space.

Well, thisis a CubeRover, a
shoebox-sized vehicle built to

do the same thing, but for tech

on the Moon.

More than 16 yearsin the
making, this remote-controlled
rover — made by the American
aerospace company Astrobotic
—isintended to be a taxi service
for other people’s instruments
and equipment. Even its smallest
‘2U' configuration, the
20 x 20 x10cm (8 x 8 x 4in) lunar
cabbie is capable of carrying a 1kg
(2Ib) payload kilometres across
the Moon's surface. Fares start at
$4.5 million per kilogram (about
£3.3m), which isn’t exactly cheap,
but everything you need to get
your payload from Earth to its
destination is factored into
Astrobotic’s price (in other words,
the meter starts running the
second it lifts off).

Seen here being put through its
pacesin simulated regolith, the
CubeRover was granted ‘flight
ready’ statusin June, after passing
a battery of tests intended to see
ifit could survive in the extreme
lunar conditions. If all goes
according to plan, the first
CubeRover could be touching
down near the Moon'’s south pole
before the end of the year.
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