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CHRIS LINTOTT: 25 YEARS 

COVERING SPACE ON SCREEN

THE WEIRD ORIGIN OF ROCKS 

THAT FOLLOW EARTH’S ORBIT

THE STAND-OUT SUMMER 

SIGHTS OF SCORPIUS

From canals to Viking and 
Curiosity, our obsession with 
finding life on the Red Planet 

METEOR HUNTERS 

UNITE FOR SCIENCE!

AURORA CRUISES: THE 

NORTHERN LIGHTS AT SEA

Mercury, Venus& Jupiter lightup morningskies

PLUS

THE ROYAL OBSERVATORY AT 350: AN UNTOLD HISTORY



Until now, every image of our Sun has 

been taken from around its equator. Now, 

ESA’s Solar Orbiter spacecraft has pulled 

RII�D�VRODU�ƅUVW�DQG�LPDJHG�WKH�6XQ�IURP�

its south pole. These are humanity’s 

ƅUVW�HYHU�YLHZV�RI�RXU�VWDU�IURP�WKLV�DQJOH��

Solar orbiter snaps Sun’s south pole 
European Space Agency probe beams back first images 

and video of the Sun from a never-before-seen angle

ş7KH�6XQ�LV�RXU�QHDUHVW�VWDU��JLYHU�RI�OLIH�

and potential disruptor of modern space 

and ground power systems, so it is 

LPSHUDWLYH�WKDW�ZH�XQGHUVWDQG�KRZ�LW�

ZRUNV�DQG�OHDUQ�WR�SUHGLFW�LWV�EHKDYLRXU��

7KHVH�QHZ��XQLTXH�YLHZV�IURP�RXU�6RODU�

Orbiter mission are the beginning of a 

new era of solar science,” says Professor 

Carole Mundell, ESA’s director of science.  

Analysing the data taken from all three 

of Solar Orbiter’s imaging instruments 

ZLOO�WHOO�VFLHQWLVWV�DERXW�PDWHULDO�PRYLQJ�

in the Sun’s outer layers. As well as 

UHYHDOLQJ�XQH[SHFWHG�EHKDYLRXU��OLNH�

turbulent whorls of gas around the Sun’s 

SROHV��WKH�QHZ�REVHUYDWLRQV�ZLOO�EH�NH\�WR�

XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�6XQŝV�PDJQHWLF�ƅHOGV�

DQG�LWV����\HDU�F\FOH��www.esa.int

S It took Solar Orbiter five years 

to reach the right viewing angle 

for the groundbreaking images

S As Solar Orbiter imaged high above the pole in different wavelengths, it revealed (top row, from left): iron particles; the surface magnetic 

field; outer atmosphere (corona), and (bottom row): layers above the surface, from the cooler chromosphere to the million-degree corona
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