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Talent in the field

54 women use their drone skills to give
farmers a helping hand PEOPLE. PAGE 5

Chang’e 5 team nabs big science award

By ZHAO LET

A group of planners, scientists
‘and engineers in charge of China's
Chang'e 5 robotic lunar mission
have been given the highest team
award from the International
Academy of Astronautics.

At the academy’s annual confer-
ence on Sunday in Baku, capital of
Azerbaijan, the Chinese team was
conferred the 2023 Laurels for
Team Achievement Award.

As the academy’s highest team
distinction, the Laurels for Team
Achievement Award recognizes
extraordinary performance and
achievement by a team of scien-
tists, engineers and managers in
the field of astronautics to foster
its peaceful and international use,
according to the Paris-headquar-
tered academy.

On the award’s certificate giv-
en to the Chinese team, the acad-
emy wrote that during the 23-day

mission, the Chang’e-5 team suc-
cessfully completed a complex
‘mission including rocket launch-
ing, lunar-Earth transfer, lunar
sampling, lunar surface takeoff,
rendezvous and docking, sample
transfer, skip re-entry and other
processes, and obtained two
types of lunar samples. It noted
the Chinese team has made out-
standing contributions to man-
kinds lunar and deep-space
exploration.

Hu Hao, chief designer of the
Chang’e 5 mission and a senior
planner at the China National
Space Administration, said at the
‘award-issuance ceremony that he
hopes more scientists and engi-
neers from the international space
community could take part in Chi-
na’% lunar exploration projects.

He said the samples retrieved
by the Chang’e 5 probe will soon
‘be open to foreign

Space Administration said
Chang'e 5 represented the nation’s
selfreliance in science and tech-
nology and has laid a solid foun-
dation for the country’s robotic
lunar research station and
‘manned missions to the moon.
One of the world's most notable
space activities in 2020, the
Chang'e 5 robotic mission was
lannched in November 2020. [t Was
China’s first lunar sample-return
‘mission and one of its nm sophis-

soil to Earth on Dec 17, 2020, pre-
senting the first lunar substances
obtained since the Apollo era.
Before Change 5, China had
deployed two landing craft and two
Tovers on the moon. Landing on the
‘moon in January 2019, the Yirtu 2 of
the Chang'e 4 mission is still operat-

In a statement pui:hshed on
Monday, the China National

ingar ibackdata
and images, remaining the longest-
‘working lunar rover of all times.
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