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Expediting new space museum proposed

By ZHAO LEI
zhaolei@chinadaily.com.cn

Speeding up the review and
approval process for the construe-
tion of a new China Space Museum
is among the key proposals made by
a national political adviser.

Rong Yi, a senior expert at the Chi-
na Academy of Launch Vehicle Tech-
nology, a subsidiary of China
Aerospace Science and Technology
Corp,said that as the nation “strives to
‘build itself into a leading space power;
there is an urgent need to build a new
museum that showeases its achieve-
ments i ploration’

Conference, which con-
cluded on Wednesday.

Rongsaid that among
the five permanent
members of the United
cil, China is the only one
without a large-scale
Space museum.

She pointed out that
major aerospace muse-
ums in the United
States receive more than 10 million
visitors each year, which not only nur-
tures a large number of space enthu-
siasts and professionals, but also

The scientist made the remarks on
the sidelines of the fourth session of
the 14th National Cornmittee of the
‘Chinese People’s Political C

business oppor-
tunities. Russia, France and the Unit-
ed Kingdom all have large-scale space
museums of their own, she said.
Anew Chir nwould

help to “promote the spirit
and culture of our space
community” and “serve as a
good venue for fostering
science and technology edu-
cation’; Rong added.

The construction of the
existing China Space Muse-
um was approved in Octo-
ber 2019 and the project
was completed in Novem-
ber 2022. It replaced the Chinese
Space Museum, and was opened to
the public in April 2023.

Located in the southern suburbs of
Beijing, the museum has a relatively
small floor area and is hemmed in by
narrow streets and small shops.

Rong said that relevant authorities
should take responsibility to lead dis-

cussions and review work for the site
selection and construction of a new
China Space Museum. “The project
should be prioritized along with oth-
‘er major space programs and be com-
pleted as soon as possible;” she said.

According to the scientist, the
research complex of the China Acad-
emy of Launch Vehicle Technology,
located in Nanyuan in Beijing’s
Fengtai district, would be ideal for
establishing the new museum.

“The Nanyuan complex is the
birthplace of China’s space industry.
Its western section is home to many
Theritage sites, including the assem-
bly workshops for the Long March 1
carrier rocket and the DF 1 ballistic
missile,” Rong said.

“We can leverage these assets to
‘build a ‘living’ museum that can honor
the legacy of past space projects and
align with the Beijing municipal gov-
emnments cultural preservation and
development plan.” she added.
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