TUESDAY

NOVEMBER 4, 2025
JUMADA AL ULA 13,1447

GULF NE

gulfnews.com

ElrnilE
b7 )
e
Scan the
QR code for updates
and latest news on

gulfnews.com

*T&C Apply

© 800916

www.abccargo.com

Your perfect partner for

cargo, courier, shipping & logistics

Rashid Rover 2 ready
for next mission phase

MBRSC COMPLETES DEVELOPMENT, EXTENSIVE TESTING

DUBAI
Gulf News Report

he Mohammad Bin
Rashid Space Centre
(MBRSC)  yesterday
announced the com-
pletion of the devel-
opment of the Emirates Lunar
Mission’s Rashid Rover 2, fol-
lowing a comprehensive series
of environmental and function-
al tests conducted in the UAE.

The rover has now been dis-
patched to the US, where it will
begin the next phase of prepa-
rations with Firefly Aerospace
for its launch to the far side of
the Moon in 2026.

Shaikh Hamdan Bin Moham-
mad Bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Crown Prince of Dubai, UAE’s
Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Defence, and Presi-
dent of MBRSC, had earlier this
year witnessed the signing of an
agreement between MBRSC and
Firefly Aerospace, under which
the latter will provide the lunar
lander to deploy the Rashid Rov-
er 2 to the far side of the Moon.

Following the successful
Thermal Vacuum (TVAC) test-
ing of Rashid Rover 2, hosted by
the French space agency CNES
in France, MBRSC continued
with an extensive campaign
of verification and wvalidation
tests in the UAE. These in-
cluded solar panel testing and
deployment tests conducted
at MBRSC, as well as vibration
testing carried out at EARTH, a
subsidiary of EDGE Group.

Hamad Obaid Al Mansoori,
Chairman, MBRSC, said: “This
achievement is the outcome
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= Rashid Rover 2 has been sent to the US, where it will begin
the next phase of preparations with Firefly Aerospace for its
launch to the far side of the Moon in 2026.

WHAT WAS TESTED

u Rover’s solar panels func-
tionality and performance.

u Deployment of the antenna
and the robotic arm that
holds the main camera.

u The vibration test subjected
the rover to the intense
mechanical conditions it will
experience during launch
and landing.

of the exceptional capabilities
of our national talent and the
UAE’s steadfast vision to lead
meaningful exploration beyond
Earth. As the mission advances
toward its historic objective on
the far side of the Moon, it re-
inforces our commitment to
fostering international collabo-

ration, driving innovation, and
contributing to humanity’s sci-
entific progress.”

Salem Humaid Al Marri, Di-
rector-General, MBRSC, said:
“The progress we have made so
far reflects the UAE’s belief in
advancing space science through
collaboration, knowledge-
sharing, and the development
of technologies that serve the
broader progress of humanity.”

Dr. Hamad Al Marzooqi, Pro-
ject Manager, Emirates Lunar
Mission, MBRSC, said: “As we
head towards the next phase,
our team remains focused on
validating every subsystem and
ensuring optimal performance
for the mission’s ambitious sci-
entific objectives.” The lunar
mission is funded by the ICT
Fund of the Telecommunica-
tions and Digital Government
Regulatory Authority.
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