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UAE launches
satellite on
SpaceX rocket

FIRST PLATFORM DEVELOPED UNDER
THE PAYLOAD HOSTING INITIATIVE

DUBAI
BY SAJILA SASEENDRAN
Chief Reporter

he Mohammed Bin
Rashid Space Centre
(MBRSC) in Dubai ves-
terday announced the
successful launch of
PHI-1, the first modular satellite
platform developed under the
Payload Hosting Initiative (PHI),
in partnership with the United
Nations Office for Outer Space
Affairs (UNOOSA) and its global
initiative, Access to Space for AlL
The satellite lifted off at
10.44pm (UAE time) on Fri-
day aboard a SpaceX Falcon 9
rocket from Vandenberg Space
Force Base in California, USA,
marking a major step forward
in the UAE’s efforts to broaden
participation in space science,
research and technology.

Inclusive space ecosystem

PHI-1 represents the UAE’s
mission to democratise access
to space by enabling nations and
entities to test their technolo-
gies in orbit. As the first satel-
lite developed under the PHI
programme, it carried payloads
from Bahrain Space Agency,
Antarikchya Pratisthan Nepal,
MBRSC and Sharjah Academy
for Astronomy, Space Sciences
and Technology.

The mission strengthens the

UAE’s international partner-
ships and reflects national ef-
forts to support a more inclu-
sive and globally connected
space ecosystem.

Blend of local, global

Amer Al Sayegh Al Ghaferi,
Assistant Director General of
the Aerospace Engineering Sec-
tor, MBRSC, said: “The success-
ful launch of PHI-1 embodies
the UAE’s vision of empower-
ing nations, organisations and
educational institutions by giv-
ing them opportunities to gain
hands-on experience in testing
their technology innovations in
space. This mission highlights
the value of combining interna-
tional cooperation with locally
developed engineering capa-
bilities at MBRSC.”

Aarti Holla-Maini, Director,
United Nations Office for Outer
Space Affairs, said, “PHI-1 shows
how inclusive partnerships open
space o more nations, reducing
cost and risk, building skills and
flight heritage, and accelerating
innovation that serves people on
Earth. We are proud to partner
with MBRSC, and we need pro-
jects like this to turn ambition
into lasting capability.

PHI-1 is a 12U CubeSat that
is designed to support a range
of technology demonstrations
that enhance the development
of small satellite systems.
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