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PM hails Isro heroes: Aug 23
declared National Space Day

Soumya Pillal
aters ghindustantmes com

NEW DELHL: The day India's
Iunar lander touched down on
the Moon, August 23, will be
celebrated as National Space
Day from now on, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi declared on
Saturday, as he showered effu-
sive praise on Indian Space
Research Organisation (Isro)
scientists and for their his-
toric success — appreciation
that he underscored by takinga
detour to visit them while
returning from his trips to
South Africa and Greece.

Modi, who was visibly over-
come with emotion while
expressing his admiration for
the scientists, said as is custom-
ary, the Chandrayaan-3's land-
ing site will be named Shiv
Shakti point— India became the
first country to successfully
land near the lunar south pole
—and the place where its pre-
decessor Chandrayaan-2 crash-
landed as Tiranga point.

“Chandrayaan-3s success is
not India’s alone, but it is the
achievement of the entire
‘humanity. This mission will not
only help us understand the
secrets of the moon but also
contribule to overcoming the

Modi with k

)and Ch 3

Ahead and left: Rover makes more
moves, likely to send data shortly

NEW DELHL: The Pragyan rover

expectedsoon, Lhe agency sad.

‘while inter.

challenges on earth,” Modi said, | from Ct is moving 3 Mission:
cientists Nioorssurtace s Whats e ere? Tover
at the Isro Telemetry Tracking | "pursuit of lunar secrets at the  roams around Shiv Shakti Point

and Command Network
(ISTRAC). “This is an India,
which thinks new and thinks in
novel ways. which goes to the
darkzones and spreads the rays
of light. India of Z1st century has
the capacity to solve major
problems of the world".
‘continued on 311

PM HAILS ISRO

He recounted the moments
when he had joined the Isro
control centre live during the
“Some memories
immortal. That
moment has become immortal,
that moment is one of the most
inspirational moments of this
century. Every Indian felt that
wvictory was his own. I felt it
myself,” Modi said. after

south pole”, the Indian Space
Research Organisation said on
Samrday, declaring that the
robot had moved 12m till Satur-
day morning, and had success-
fully ted a turn.

All experiments on-board the
lander, Vikram. and the rover are
now functional and data sets are

Isro chairman § Somanath
briefed Modi about the mission
and its progressin the moments
prior. “We were very excited to
have him here. He wasactually
emotional that India had
achieved such a historic mile-
stone by being the first country
o soft land on the lunar south
pole region. His presence and
hisspeech have
team to do better in all our

2l
that he was impatient to meet
them in person.

“Sometimes I feel Iike I do
inj patience turned
mm a pmblem that all of you
had to come here so early. But 1
wanted (o see you as soon as
possible. [ wanted to salute you,
your hard work, your patience,
your passion, and your spirit.
Because your success is not
ordinary, it is the sounding of
India's scientific vigour that
now reverberates in the infinite
of space.” he added.

On the choice of the names
for the landing spot., the Prime
Minister said: “In Shiv. there is
resolution for the welfare of
humanity and Shakd gives us
strength to fulfil those resolu-
tions. This Shiv Shakti point of
the moon also gives a sense of

fom vith i

HT later.

‘The team of over 1000 scien-
tists from all Isto centres, which
also comprises women scien-
tists, ex their gratitude
to the PM for choosing the
name Shiv Shakti for the point
on the moon where Chandray-
aan-3landed.

Scientists said that the name
gave out a message of inclusiv-
ity and gender equality, which is
needed to promote education
and progress of women in India.
Brinda V, a senior scientist from
Isro, said. “Today is a celebra-
tion of ‘nari shakti" and the
women scientists of [sro today,
as our honourable Prime Minis-
ter has named the site as Shiv
Shakti, which has recognised
and encouraged women across
the couniry.”

Kanyakumari.”

On the Tricolour — or "tir-
anga™ — name for the Chan-
drayaan-2 landing point, the
Prime Minister said the name is
meant to inspire a sense of per-
severance among Indians. “This
Tricolour point will make us
learn that no failure is the last. if
there is strong will, then success
remains together.” he said.

ACISTRAC. Modi said the Zlst
century will be marked by India
taking the lead in science and
technology. “Today, the name of
Chandrayaan is_resonating
amongchildren of India. Every
child is seeing his or her future

on . at 6.03pm,
the space agency made a suc-
cessful landing and for the next
fortnight, a series of experi-
ments will be undertaken on the
lunar surface by the craft's
lander (Vikram) and rover
(Pragyan). Afier the landing, the

rover has been rolled out.

In the days since, the rover
has moved a total 12 metres and
its on-board equipment, two
spectrometers and cameras,
will analyse the zone near the
south pole of the lunar surface,

On Saturday. the agency said
that both the lander and the
roverare in good health, and all
experiments or-board the two

in the scientists.” arenow: The mission
The Prime Minister is progressing according to
requested Isro to organise scheduleand new datasets are
national on “Space the -y sai
inG " in a
collaboration with various erupted about the PM's visit to
departments of cenre and state  Bengaluru, with the Congress
governments. “T am confident  accusing him of “ignoring” pro-

that this National Hackathon
will make our governance more
effective and provide modern
solutions to the countrymen,”
he said.

Healso urged students across
the country to take part in a
quiz competition on Chandray-
aan mission bei

tocal for the PM's reception at

airport.
While deputy chief minister

DK Shivakumar said that there

‘was an official communication

from the Prime Minister's

that he, Governor Thaawar-

chand Gehlot and chief minister

Government of India portal
MyGov from September L

not come
to receive him. the PM said that
he requested the three leaders

in pursuit of lunar secrets at the
South Pole.” Isro said in a post
on X, formerly Twitter, as it
released more videos of the
rover on the Moon.

Earlier in the day. Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi named the
spot where Vikram landed “Shiv
Shalkti™.

not to take the trouble of com-
ing to receive him as he did not
know what time he would
reach.

AT ISRO, A SENSE
OF RECOGNITION,
ENCOURAGEMENT
FOR SCIENTISTS
Soumya Pillai

NEW DELHI: Scientists at the
Indian Space Research Organi-
sation on Saturday said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's deci-
sion to name the landing spot of
Chandrayaan-3's lander “Shiv
Shakti” is a message for inclusiv-
ity and gender equality.

Welcoming his presence at
Isto's Telemetry Tracking and
Command Network (ISTRAC) in
‘Bengaluru, the scientists respon-
sible for the success of the coun-
y's third lunar mission said
that the PM's speech will
encourage them to do better in
the furure. *..His presence and
‘s speech havee:
team to do betier in all our
future missions,” Isro chief §
Somanath said.

Brinda V. a senior scientist
from Isro, said, “Today is a cele-
bration of ‘nari shakti’ and the
women scientists of Isro today,
as our honourable Prime Minis-

sion

Both the lander and the rover | ter has named the site as Shiv
arein good health, and the mis- | Shaki, which has recognised
i i i and WOIIEn acToss
the country.” s

schedule. Isro said.

S Unnikrishnan Nair. director
of the Vikram Sarabhai Space
Centre, said the journey of
India’s Chandrayaan-3 space-
crafthas been phenomenal since
its launch on July 14. “Further
experiments with the lander and
rover payloads are going on.”
Nair said. A

Rover moving on lunar surface,
all experiments functional: Isro

Soumya Pillai

lestersehindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Pragyan rover from
Chandrayaan-3 is moving around
oon Moon's surface in “pursuit of
lunar secrets at the south pole”,
the Indian Space Research Organi-
sation said on Saturday, declaring
that the robot had moved 12m ill

new here? Pragyan rover roams
around Shiv Shakti Point in pur-
suit of lunar secrets at the South
Pole,” Isto said in a post on X, for-
merly Twitter, asit released more
videos of the rover on the Moon.

Earlier in the day, Prime M;
ister Narendra Modi named the
spot where Vikram landed “Shiv
Shakti™. Both the lander and the
rover are in good health, and the

Naming landing point ‘Shiv Shakti’ sends
a message for gender equality: Scientists

mission is progressing according
toschedule, Isro said.
S Unnikrishnan Nair. director of
the Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre,
spacecrall has been phenomenal | Soumya Pillal
since its launch on July 14. “The
Jander landed very softly on the | JEREs@hIdustaNOmes com
moon'ssurfaceand the roveralso | NEW DELHI: Scientists at the
came outand moved around. Cur- | Indian Space Research Organi-
rently, further experiments with | sation (Isro) on Saturday said
thelander and rover payloadsare | Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
going on,” Nair said at a media | decision to name the landing
interaction at Isro Telemetry | spot of Chandrayaan-3's lander
racking and Command Network. | “Shiv Shakti” is a message for
“We have landedverycloseto | inclusivity and gender equality.

where we intended. so the mis-
sion overall was a huge success.”

Welcoming his presence at
Isro's Telemetry Tracking and
Command Network (ISTRAC)in

a safe and soft landing on the
moon surface, i demonstrate rov-
ing abilities on the surface of
moon, and to conduct in-situ sci-
entific experiments. The agency.

Bengaluru, respon-
Elblefﬂrmesumufmemulr

mission said that

he P speech will encourage
them to do better in the future.

“We were very excited to have

¥~ the spocwhere

known as “Shiv Shakti”, and the

A SROTWITTER

Isro, said.

mand centre on Saurday. as the

Nidhi Porwal. a senior scien-
tist from the UR Rao Satellite
Centre, whowas also presentin
the Bengaluru, said that while
scientists worked tirelessly to
ensure (he mission's success, the
moment when the lander
touched the lunar surface felt
like “magic”.

Reema Ghosh, a senior scien-
tist and a team member of the
Pragyan module, said. It was
wonderful. PM Modi visited us.

" On

on Sarurday, said two of these | him here. Hewas acmally emo-  spot where Ch 2's i, 2 semi ntist  He supported usand told us that
three objectives were met. tional that India had achieved  lander crash landed in 2019 will  from the pmpuhlnm.eam mafte e sky is mot the limi
Chandrayaan-3slander madea | such a historic milestone by being ~ be known as “Tiranga Point”. spaceaguw.mdﬂm “Shiv"—  future plans, Ghosh said, “We
successful soft landing near the | the first country tosoft land on the ‘The PMs move. energy — and nreverymcuedgmzl\dﬂyau
south pole of A lunar south Hispres  has the "Sha)cn'" (sol 1
23.0n Friday, Pragyan rover rolled of the country. bnth need 10 come wgether for  soon. We will embrace more
outofthelander'sbelly overatwo- | aged our team to do better in all “Todayisa of ‘nari function ina bal- missions.”
segment ramp. Over the nextfort- | our furure missions.” Isto chief S shakti’and thewomen scientists  ance. “Modi ji has msplred us  The Vikram lander made a
night, the bander and the roverwill | Somanath said after the PM's  of Isrotoday, as our honourable  today. We are empowered but successful landing near the
onduct a series of experimentson | address earlier in the day. Prime Minister has named the  want that other women in l.he south pole of the moon at
he lunar surface, where it will |  During his address, the PM  site as Shiv Shakti, which has  country should also be empow-  6.03pm on August 23. Over the
the chemical andmineral | said that the spot where the recognised and encouraged eredand chase theirdreams™  next fortnight. the lander and

and rock — on the surface.

lander, Vikram. made a soft
landing on August 23 will be

women across the country.”
Brinda V. a senior scientist from

A team of nearly L00O scien-
tists was present at the Isro com-

rover, Pragyan. will conduct a
series of experiments.
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