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Isro eyes spot in big league of rockets

Isro chairperson V Narayanan on Tuesday said the space agency has been working on a rocket as high
\/M)“‘ as a 40-storey building (140m-160m tall), to place a 75,000kg payload in low-Earth orbit. This would
make it the biggest launch vehicle in history. Here's how it stacks up to the tallest rockets ever built

1‘\-\13“‘

“Right now, we
are working on a

next generation
launcher.

You knaw, what is

the capacity of the
rocket? The first
launcher, (Dr APJ) Abdul
Kalam ji, which he built
wasa 17 tanne lift-off
mass, capable of
placing 35 kg in low
earth arbit. Today,

we are conceiving a
rocket to place 75,000
kg in low earth orbit. §
The racket is of a

40- nnr!vhullring s
height.
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FIRST VOICE.LAST WORD.

India needs pool of 50
astronauts, say

Dheer Chawla

INEW DELHI: India needs to builda
pool of 40-50 asronauts ready to
lead fuure space missions, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said dur-
ing his interaction with Group
(Captain Shubhanshu Shulda, who
has returned after spending 20
days in space as part of the Axi-
om-4 mission.

Shukla, the first Indian astro-
naut o travel to the International
Space Station (ISS). met the Prime
Minister on Monday evening and
shared his experiences of the time
spent in space. The video of the
interaction was released on Tues-
day. “There is a need to have a

s Modi

PM Narendra Modi with Group
Captain Shubhanshu Shukla

presented a major opportunity for
the country. He said the sustained
commitment of the government to
the space sector, despite sethacks
such as the Chandrayaan-11 mis-
sion was laudable. He added the
governments continued support
10 the space programme with con-

pool ready for
India’s future missions,” Modi
said, adding that Shukla’s journey
‘will inspire children to believe that
becoming an astronaut is now a
realistic career path in India

Shukla agreed: “In today's Bha-
rat, the child does not merely
dream, he knows it is possible, that
there is an option, and that he can
indeed become one.”

Modi said India now has two
major missions ahead — Bhartiya
A

of Chandrayaan-3. Such support.
he added, even after failures, is
being seen globally asa reflection
of India’s capability and position-
ing in the space domain. “India
can acquire a leadership role and
thata space station led by Bharat.
with participation from other
nations, would bea powerfil tool™

Shukla told the PM that Gagan-
yaan project was generating great
interest. "My crew mates even

notes, expressi

—and Shukia'sexperience would
be of great value in

their desire to be invited to the

ours. Shukda said the two missions

spacectaft.” Shukla said.
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