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FIRST VOICE.LAST WORD.

Skyroot readies India’s first
private orbital rocket launch

Snehal Fernandes

letters hndustantimes com

MUMBAL Skyroot Aerospace is
preparing to launch later this
manth the Vikram-1. India’s first
privately built orbital rocket,
marking the moment the coun-
try's private space industry

TS, ithas

never crossed before. The seven-
storey, multi-stage lunch vehicle

is designed to carry small satellites
weighing up 1o 150kg 1o Low

‘whether |
ces or observation services, etc.”
Chandana said.

Naga Bharath Daka, co-founder
‘and COO of Skyroot, sakd the mis-
sion is designed as both a technol-
‘ogy demonstration and a kearning
exercise. “From a dream tobuild a
launch vehicle in India 1o now
attempting an orbital flight has
been a journey like noother. With
VikramS in 2022, we validated the
foundation of our technology
stack with Vikram-1, we take our

rth Orbit, with its The rocket is built with an all- toward a reliable.
smn targeting an altitude nl powered by in-house propulsion systems. REUTERS. launch programme
450km at a 60-degree arbital incli- built in India, for India and the
nation sclence.” Vikram-| lifts off, India’s private  world.”! said.
The rocketis built withanall.  The mission will gather data  spaceindustry will crossathresh-  ~This has been made possible
carbon composite structure and  across propulsion, stage separa- ol it ha "
powered by in-house propulsion  tion. guidance. mlmmm ysval G of India, IN-SPACe,
systems, including 3D-printed  and overall vehicle performance,  ued at almost S600 h.l!nn. with  ISRO, our investors, our custom-
engines and high-thrust solidfuel  supporting Sk\'mou evolution 584 billion d 1000+
boosters. isindige  into and an ambition m mw thisto  individuals.”
nously developed, Pawan Kumar  launch company, according toa  $44 billion by 207 Vikram-| will fly as a partially
Chandana, co-founder and CEOof  company statement. memmssaxl mission. with Skyroot
Skyroot, tokd HT from Seil “The single most important planning full flights
where helscumendy saioned.  objecthveof Mission Aagamanis  of developing Viksamr-1, Ralsing  afer aneor wo successhulorbital
‘humdcslgn«l inIndia, capture the real in-flight performr  capital was one of the biggest chal- ~ demonstrations. The rocket will
ed in India We  ance data from every system on  lenges, Chandana said. when HT  carry test payloads from domestic
h:vu built it from scratch. Th.‘u Vikram-1 We bﬂl!l]un‘k'rsnnd asked. The mm;nm has over and international customers,
how the vehicle Looo 4000fthem  Chandana said, though dearances
10 be developed and tested. l\m’}- dlmm;ghﬂmph-&daﬂl Wl].l‘gm\f&mml are still pending, “We are awaiting
thing has to work logether 10 a Going forward, Skyroof's a few clearances. We will be
level where right now were able 1o 'nnsmt—.mmumn, repl-  Vikram series will ransport sated-  announcing it soon.”
muupmdihmdl and  cated through ground testing It liies ioarbiton behalf of operators.— Mission -

ready to go off and shoot it.” he
said. “Building a rocket Is the

il bl s vkt our deskgns
n subsequent vehicle

or obser-

meaning
“thearrival” — is Skyroot's second

. "
vation services. (s

andit aswe bullda relia-  provideto satellite companies by flight of Vikram»-Son I8 Novernber
isa ble, high-cade tospace. These 2022, the first private rocket to
uct. That's w ket The moment services, Indian soll.
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