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S. Korea succeeds in 3rd test
flight of solid-fuel space rocket

South Korea st conducted
a third test flight of a solid-fuel space
rocket Monday, the defense minis-
try said, as part of efforts to build its
independent space-based surveillance
system against North Korea.

The space launch vehicle was
launched from a barge floating in
waters about 4 kilometers south of
Jeju Island at 2 pm. and placed a
small Earth observation satellite info
orhit at an alfitude of about 650 km,
the ministry said.

The 100-kilogram synthetic aper-
ture radar satellite, made by Hanwha
Systems, succeeded in sending sig-
nals to a ground station at 3:45 pm.,
which means it is operating normal-
Ty, the company said.

The rocket is designed to put a
small satellite into a low Earth orbit
for surveillance operations. Com-
pared with liquid-fucl space vehicles,
solid-fuel ones are known to be usu-
ally simpler and more cost-effective

tolaunch.

The space vehicle under develop-
ment by the state-run Agency for
Defense Development uses solid fuel
for the first three rockets, while it
employs liquid fuel for the fourth
stage as it is considered easier to pre-
cisely adjust the separation of the

oad

payload.

The first two flights in March and
December 2022, respectively, test-
ed the performance of three engines
except the first-stage booster.

The ministry said it plans to con-
duct a full-fledged launch when the
development is complete to bolster
the military’s satellite-based surveil-
lance system, without specifying the
schedule.

“Once the development of the sl-
id-fuel space launch vehicle is com-
plete, the South Korean military
will be capable of launching small
satellites designed for surveillance
and reconnaissance in accordance
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with its security demands and in
contingencies;” the ministry said in
arelease.

For the future, it vowed to develop
a space delivery system capable of
launching heavier satellites weighing

500-700 kg in low Earth orbit.

The space vehicles test flight comes
just days after South Korea success-
fully launched its first spy satellite
into orbit on a SpaceX Falcon § rock-
et from Vandenberg Space Force

Base in California on Friday.

‘The launch is part of Seouls plan
to send five reconnaissance satellites
into space by 2025 to better monitor
North Korea amid its rising nuclear
and missile threats. (Yonhap)




	Korea_Times_01

