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S. Korea’s Ist spy satellite
approved for combat suitability

South Koreas first indigenous
military spy satellite launched in
December has passed a combat
suitability evaluation, the state
arms procurement agency said
Wednesday, in a feat bolstering
the country’s space reconnaissance
capabilities against North Korean
threats.

Following its launch from the
Vandenberg Space Force Base in
California last year, the satellite
underwent operational and space
orbit flight tests in the space envi-
ronment and was approved for
combat suitability by the defense
ministry on Tuesday, the Defense
Acquisition Program Administra-
tion (DAPA) said.

The electro-optical and infra
red satellite is capable of capturing
detailed images of the Earth's sur-
face at any time, including night-
time, and will serve as an “eye” for
South Korea's Kill Chain preemp-
tive strike system, DAPA said in a
release.
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A SpaceX Falcon 8 rocket carrying South
Korea's first indigenous spy satefite ifts off
from the U.S. Vandenberg Space Farce Base in
California in this file photo provided by SpaceX.
Dec. 1, 2023 AFP-Aoniop,

South Korea plans to launch five
spy satellites by 2025 to establish an
independent military spy satellite
network to better monitor North
Korea. (Yonhap)
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