QUANTUM ENGINE
/IPOWERED BY A
‘ SINGLE ATOM

REVEALED LARGEST
'VOLCANIC ERUPTION IN
" "RECORDED HISTORY

New
Scienti

WEEKLY 2 March 2024

HEALTHY
SKIN

HEALTHY _
YOU o

protect you from Alzheimer’s,
heart disease and much more

HUNT FOR ELUSIVE
ALIEN MOONS

' 'N03480 £6.95 CANS9.99

HAPPINESS HACK

Why a fresh perspective helps you
get more joy from everyday life

NEW HOPEIN THE




Views Aperture

NASA/RAD SINYAK
NASA/GLENN BENSON

24| New Scientist | 2 March 2024




Cosmic paint job

ART and science merge to
spectacular effect in these photos,
recently released by NASA. The
images amp up anticipation for
the upcoming Artemis Il mission,
which will be NASA's first crewed
space flight beyond low Earth
orbit since the Apollo missions
ofthe1960s and 1970s.

Last month, NASA workers
began the hefty task of painting
NASA logos on two solid rocket
boosters that will provide vital
thrust for the Artemis Il mission.
Each iconic NASA “worm” is more
than 2 metres high and 7 metres
from end to end. The right-hand
image shows the crew working on
thelogo at NASA's Kennedy Space
Center in Florida. The logo had
been retired, but was brought back
in 2020 for select merchandise.

Artemis II, scheduled for 2025,
will involve a four-person crew
travelling beyond low Earth orbit
(2000 kilometres from the surface
or above) and passing around
the moon. It will test whether
life-support systems are up to the
job of more distant space travel.

“Under Artemis, we are
going to the moon for scientific
discovery and exploration and
with our long-term goals in mind.
We’ll develop the technologies
and skills we need to prepare for
a future human Mars mission,”
says Matt Ramsey, mission
manager for Artemis I

The image on the left, also at
Kennedy Space Center, shows the
latest makeover of the Orion crew
capsule of Artemis II-complete
with newly added logos. Both
Orion and the boosters are
pivotal elements for deep space
exploration and, crucially, for
Artemis’s long-term ambitions
for alunar space station.
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