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[1Bapuaroro okTabps NPoOWOro rofa CTapToBana COBMECTHas eBponencKo- «Maputep»-10
ANOHCKasA 3Kcneanuuus 3oHaa «benuKonomboy. YyactByer B 3T0M NpoekTe

W Hawa cTpaHa. Ha bopTy MeXnnaHeTHOro annaparta HaxoAATCA POCCUM-

ckue npubopsl (nogpobHee 06 3ToM yutaiTe B [NaBHON TeMe — B UHTEp-

Bbio 0. V. Kopabnésa). Mepkypuit — 0Ha U3 CaMmblX ManOU3yYeHHbIX

nnaHet CoONHEYHON cUCTeMbl, ITO BCErO NN TPETHA IKCNEANULIUA K HEMY.

Tpu panneBy «Mapunepa» HUKTO HE OTBAXWJICH HA TAKOM IKCIEpU-
MEHT — CJIMIIKOM BEJIMK ObLI PUCK I10-

MepKkypuil HM3BECTEH YEJOBEYECTBY BpeAUTH arraparypy npubdbopa yactuua-
HECKOJIbKO ThICSIY JIET, HO 10 HEJaB- MU COJHEYHOrO BETpa, €CJIM HampaBUTh
HUX MOp OCTaBaJICsl MOYTH HE U3Yy4YeH. OOBEKTUB B CTOPOHY IJIAHETHI, BCE BpeE-
B npunuune, KocMuyeckuii tejeckon Ms oOpeTaloleics psiioM CO CBETHUJIOM.
UMeHM Xa00ma, Beayimuii HaboneHue ENUHCTBEHHBIM  CIIOCOD  M3YYCHMUS
3a Bcenennoii ¢ Havana 1990-x romoB, Mepkypusi — 3amyck K HEMY MeXILia-
MOT Obl BIJISIAETHCS B MepKypuil M JaXe HETHBIX 30HJI0B, KOTOpbIE TMOBEIYT Ha-
pPaCCMOTPETh HA €ro MOBEPXHOCTH cpaB- OofeHue ¢ OJMU3KOro pacCTOSIHUSI.

HUTEJIbHO HeOobIINe 00beKThI. OqHako OaHAKO 3a NEpBbIE MOJIBEKA KOCMUYE-




CKOI 2MOXU eIMHCTBEHHBIM aInapaToMm,
MOOBIBABIIMM YV 3TOM T[UJIAHETBI, OBLI
aMepUKaHCKMKA 30HA «MapuHep-10».
B 1974—1975 rogax oH TpuXIbl MpoJie-
Teq1 MUMO MepKypusi, puOJIU3UBIINCH
K Hemy 16 maprta 1975 roga Ha paccro-
siHUE Bcero 327 KUJIOMETPOB U CJIeJIaB 3a
BpeMsl 3TUX paHiaeBy 2700 yepHO-0esbIX
CHUMKOB. Bruiorh 10 KOHUA MpoLLIO-
ro ACCATUIICTUS BCe KapThl Mepkypus
OBLIM OCHOBAHBI HAa CBEACHUSX, IMOJY-
YEeHHBIX 30HIO0M «Mapunep». MUMEHHO
K 3TOMY TOJIETY BOCXOIMJIO TOYTHU BCeE,
YTO MbI 3HAIU O (PU3MYECKUX XapaKTe-
PUCTUKAX 3TOM TUIAHETHI.

JInmp 3KCneamuus amMepuKaHCKOro
30HAa «MecceHKep», 3aBepLIMBILASICS
BecHoii 2013 roma, momorna Jyuile ro-
HATb MIPUPOIY ITOM TAMHCTBEHHOM ILIa-
HEeThl — MEPBOM B HAlllEeM KOCMUYECKOM
«cagy KaMHei». BocemHanuatoro map-
ta 2011 roma 3011 «MecceHIKep», 3amy-
meHHblit K Mepkypuio euie B 2004 ro-
1y, CTaJ CIyTHUKOM 3TOW IUIAHETHI. 3a
MOCACAYIONINE MECsLIbI, 00pallasch BO-
Kpyr Hee, OH co0pajl MHOXECTBO CBEJIE-
HUIt ¥ nepenan ux Ha 3emaio. MHoroe
B 9THX pe3yjbTaTaX 0Ka3ajoch BeChMa
MHTEPECHBIM, @ KOE-YTO — JaXe HEeo-
XKugaHHbIM., Ha (otorpadusx, cuenaH-
HBIX 30HIOM, TIPOCTYITHJIM HE U3BECTHBIE
Mpexnae AeTalu.

IInanera HeHalIEHHBIX BYJIKAHOB

Ha nepsbiii B3rnaa, Mepkypuii, 3TOT
KaMEHHBIN 11ap, MOX0XHH Ha JIyHy, BbI-
[JISSAAT HEB3pauyHbIM U 0e3KM3HEHHbIM.
Y Hero nmpakTMyeCKM OTCYTCTBYET aT-
Mocdepa, U TOTOMY €ro MoBepXHOCThb He
[MOJBEPraeTcst BbIBETPUBAHUIO, IPO3HOH-
HOMY TIpoLeccy, HernpecTaHHO (OpMHU-
pytomemy jganamadr. Tem mobornbiTHEE
ObLIO MOAYYUTH (poTorpadmu, NMpUCIaH-
Hble «MecCeHKEpOM».

Tak, B ceBepHoM noaymapuu Mep-
Kypusi OOHApYXWJIUCh OOLIMPHbIE paB-
HUHBI, TMMOKPHITHIC CJIOSIMU JIaBbl TOJI-
[IMHOU 0o0Jiee MOJayTOopa KUJIOMETPOB.
OueBHIIHO, BYJIKAHMYECKHE I1POLECChl
UTpaJii BaXHYIO pOJib B UCTOPUU 3TOM
[JIAHETHI.

Kak nokasbiBalOT Mccle0BaHus1, MIPO-
BellcHHbIe «MecCeHIKepoM», OKOJIO Ye-
ThIpeX MUJUIMAPJIOB JIeT Ha3aa MepKypuii

Mepexkusl  KatacTpo(pUUecKyio SIOXY.
[IpumepHo 6% mnNOBEPXHOCTU TIIaHE-
Thl IOKPBITO TEIEPb 3aCTHIBLIEH JIABOM.
BripoyeM, y4yeHbIe CKJIOHSIIOTCS K MbIC-
JIU, YTO 3/IECh HE ObLIO IPaHAMO3HbIX U3-
BepKEHUI ByJKaHOB. B TO BpeMs 1moTo-
KM JIaBbl CTPEMHUTEJIbLHO U3JIUBAJIUCH U3
MHOTOYMCJIEHHBIX TpELIUH, pacceKaB-
[IMX MOBEPXHOCTD TUIAHETHI, M pacTEKa-
JIUCh HA €€ PaBHUHHBIX MPOCTOPAX.

CKOJIbKO MOIJIM TMPOAOJIKATBCS IMO-
JIOOHBIE COOBLITUSI — «THUXUE M3BEPXKE-
Husi» Ha Mepkypuu? OTBeTa Ha 3TOT BO-
MpoC y4YeHble Moka He 3HawT. Ho Bpsn
JA peyb HIAET O COTHAX MWJUIMOHOB
JIeT, CYUTAeT aMEpUKAHCKUI acTpOHOM
JIxeiimc Xun u3 Yuusepcutera bpayna.
Bce nmpoucxoamnio ropasno ObiCTpeEe.

Ha 3emyie Takxke M3BECTHBHI MOA0D-
Hble OOpa3oBaHMs, Hanpumep, Koiym-
ouiickoe ruiato Ha ceBepo-3anane CLLA.
Ero miomans cocraBnsier okono 160 Thi-
CsAY KBaapaTHbIX KuiomeTpoB. Ha Mep-
KypuM noao0HbIe (popMallMu elle Kpymn-
Hee. Ero paHHss ucTtopus 31€Ch CTEp-
Ta — Ha JIABOBBIX paBHMHAX TOYTU HeE
BCTPEYAIOTCS KpaTepbl, OCTABILIMECS I10-
cJie majieHuit MeTeopuToB. TeM uHTepec-
Hee JII0ObIE COXpaHMBILMECS AETAIN pe-
abeda.

[Ipomnoe MepKypusi, Kak BBISICHWJI
«MecceHmKep», 0Ka3alaoch MOpasuTe/ib-
HO OypHbIM. OO0 3TOM CBHUIETEJLCTBY-
€T OYeHb pa3HooOpa3HbI penbed 3Tou
miaHeTsl. Hanpumep, Ha dororpadusx
BUJIHO, YTO HEKOTOpHIC KPYITHBIE Kpa-
Tepbl CTPaHHBIM O0pPa3oM IepeKolle-
Hbl. OueBHIHO, YTO OHU aehOopMHUpO-
BAJIUCh VXKE IMOCJIE TOro, Kak BO3HUKIIH.
Kakasi-To reojjornyeckasi cuja rpumno;-
Hsula 4acTh JIHA 3TUX KpaTepoB, OYK-
BaJIbHO BbIIAaBWJIa 3TU YYaCTKU HaBEpX.
YueHbIM ele npecTOUT 00bICHUTD, YTO
3a IPOLIECCHI 3[ECh NMPOTEKAJIM.

Jlo Havana axkcneauuum «MecceH-
JDKepa» MpeanoJarajioch, Yto MepKypuii
OUYEHb PaHO OTBEpPJEJ, YTO 3TO — MEpT-
Basl IUIaHeTa, riIe HUYEro HUKOIIa He
ciydaetcs. Tenepb ke CTAaHOBUTCS SC-
HO, 4YTO B €ro Heapax uTo-TO MPOUCXO-
nut. Tonorpaduueckue uccieaoBaHUs,
MPOJCJAHHBIE C TTOMOIIBIO JIA3EPHOIO
BbICOTOMEpA, HaXOAUBILIErocss Ha OOpTY
«MecceHmxepa», MokKasajiu, YTO BYJIKa-
HUYECKas! U TEKTOHUYECKasi aKTUBHOCTb
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«MecceHoxep» Ha oHe
Mepkypusa

poaoJikajach Ha MepKypuu ropasio
NOJIbIIE, YeM OXuaaiau yueHsie. [1o Bcen
BUIMMOCTH, €TI0 HEApa COXPAHSIN CBOIO
AKTUBHOCTb W Yepe3 MWUIMAPI JIET I10-
CJIC POXICHUS TUIAHETHI.

Y4YeHBIX TIOpaxaerT TakKXe HaJIWYMe
Ha MOBEPXHOCTH MepKypusi KaKux-TO
CTpaHHBIX yriyoaeHuit, hollows, koro-
pble CIOBHO BBIPYOJIEHBI 3aech. Pazmep
9TUX BIIAAUH COCTABISIET OT HECKOJIb-
KHX COTEH METPOB 10 HECKOJIBKHX KH-
aoMeTpoB. «IlomoOHbIe (opMBbI NaHI-
wadra HUCKOJIBKO HE HAMMOMUHAIOT TO,
YTO Mbl BMIEIM paHblie Ha JlyHe», —
oTMeyaer acrpoHoM bperr JlaHeBy
3 YHusepcutera JIxxoHa XomnkuHca,
OIUH W3 PYKOBOIMUTEJEH TPOrpaMMBbl
«MecceHmkep». X nnpoucxoxneHue rno-
Ka Heu3BeCTHO. HaxoasiTtcss OHM BHYTpH
rPOMAJHBIX METEOPUTHBIX KpaTepoB. Ha
(hororpapusix OHU IMOPA3UTEIBHO SIPKO
CBETSTCS.

MoxeT ObITb, 3TH BITAAWHBI BO3HHKA-
JIW, KOT/Jla M3 HEAP TUIAHETHI YJIEeTyYHBa-
much rasel? Ilocsie 3TOr0 B rpyHTE I10-
SIBJISUTUCH OOILMPHBIE MOJIOCTH, U, PAHO
WIW T03[1HO, BEPXHUM €ro CJIOou, rnepe-
KPbIBaBILWIA MTOIO0HYIO ITOJIOCTh, MPOCe-
nan u oopywmBaics. K takomy BbIBO1Y
npuieya actpoHom /3Bun biesert u3
YHuBepcurera JI)koHa XOnKHMHCA.

[Touemy xe B Hempax Mepkypusi 00-
pa3oBBIBAIMCH CKorieHus1 rasa? Bos-
MOXXHO, NMPUYUHOMN SIBJISIACH BYJIKAHU-
yeckasi akKTUBHOCTb IulaHEeThl. Moxert

ObITh, YAaCTh MOPOJ B HEAPAX IMOCTEINEH-
HO UcCnapsiiach — TMEPEeXoau/ia B ra3oo-
Opa3Hoe cocTosiHue. YTo eciu 3/1ech elle
U Terepb UMEIOTCS JEUCTBYIOILME BYJI-
KaHbl?

Y4yeHble Mpoao/IKaloT CIIOPUTH O MPO-
UCXOXKIEHUU ATUX CTpyKTYp. Iloxoxe,
OHU BO3HMKJIM CPAaBHUTEJIbHO HeEJaB-
HO. [lo MHEHMIO psila CHELUATUCTOB,
Kopa Mepkypusi U300M10Baja KakKuMHM-
TO JIETKO HCIapSIOIIMMUCS BELIECTBA-
MU. Bo3MOXHO, TaM ObLIO MHOIo ce-
pbl. [locae Toro, Kak oHa yJleTy4ymJach,
U TIOSIBUJIMUCh 3TH HEOOBIYHBIE VYIJIY-
OJieHHUS. ACTPOHOMBI HE OXHUIalIU 00-
HapyXUTh 3J€Chb HHMYEro MOoa00OHOrO.
Mepkypuii chopmMupoBajicsi B caMOM
UIOTHOM M pacKaJ€HHOM YacTH Traso-
[bIJIEBOTO JMCKA, U3 KOTOPOro odpaso-
BaJIMCh Bce ruiaHeThl CoTHEYHOU cucTe-
Mbl. [103TOMY DOJIEE JIerKHe MaTepuallbl,
TaKkue, KaK cepa, He MOIJIM 3/1eCb Halo0J-
ro 3ajaepxarbcsd. Kak npusHaoT acTpo-
HOMBI, BO3MOXHO, HaAM MPUAETCS Tepe-
CMOTpPETh HaIllM TIPEKHME B3IJISIIBI Ha
npoucxoxaeHue Mepkypusi.

Taiina nianeTHoro sAapa

Kakumu e ObUIM 3TH B3IJISIIBI B Ka-
HYH 3Kcreauuuu «MecceHmxepa»? 3a-
ragky IpeACTaB/sA]l caM XMUMHYECKHUH
cocraB Mepkypusi. B npuHumne, crpo-
€HUE BCEX IUIAHET 3eMHOr0 THIA CXOJ-
HO. Bce OHM COCTOSIT U3 TUIOTHOTO $JIpa,
H300MIYIOLIETO XEJIE30M U OKPYXKEHHO-
ro MAHTUEH U3 CHJIMKATOB MarHUs U Xe-
ne3a. Kopa 3TUX IUIaHET COAEPXUT 10
OOJIbIIEH YaCTU CUJIMKATHI, YbS TEMIIE-



paTypa TUIaBIeHUs] HUXKE, YEM CHJIMKA-
TOB MaHTHH.

JInsl maHeT 3eMHOro THIla, a Takxke
KPYIHBIX CITYTHUKOB IUIAHET XapakTep-
Ha JIMHEHAs 3aBUCUMOCTb MEXIY paau-
YCOM M IJIOTHOCTBIO. [locneaHuii noka-
3aTe/ib MO3BOJIIET OLEHUTh U XUMUYE-
CKHH COCTaB IIAHETHI.

OpHako Mepkypuii BblOMBaeTcsl M3
3Toro psiga. Ero paauyc — B Ba ¢ Jull-
HUM pa3a MeHblIe paaMyca 3eMJIM, HO
[UIOTHOCTh TakKas e, KaK y Halleu Iia-
HeThl. B TakoMm ciyyae ero siapo J0Jx-
HO OBbLIO 3aHUMAaTh MOYTU TPU YETBEP-
TH oObema. Jlo Hayasa 3KCneauLuu
«MecceHmxepa» B 3T0 He Bepujock. Ho
OKOHYATEJNbHbINM OTBET J0JIXKEH ObLT 1aTh
30H/.

OTtmeTuM, 4TO 1O TJIOTHOCTH Mep-
KypUil 3aHMMaeT BTOpPOE MECTO cpe-
v nnaHeT CosiHEYHOM CHCTEMBI, JHIIb
HEMHOTrO yctyrnas 3emiie. A Belb IJIOT-
HOCTb IUJIJAHET 3eMHOMN TpyMnibl 00bIY-
HO 3aBMCUT OT MX MAacChl: OHM CITIpec-
COBBIBAIOTCSI MO AEHCTBUEM COOCTBEH-
HOM CHUJIbI TSXeCcTH. MepKypuii Xe ro-
pa3no Jjerye 3eMJId, M CHJIa TSDKECTH Ha
HEM TPUMEPHO B TPU pa3a MEHbIIIE, YeM
Ha 3eMIIe.

[louemy xe cTpoeHue MepKypus
CTOJIb HEOOBIYHO? Y acTpOHOMOB HMMe-
JIMCh TPU OCHOBHBIEC TMIOTE3bI, OOBSC-
HABIIWE TPOMCXOXICHUE 3TOM TLJIaHE-
Thl. Kaxmol M3 HHUX COOTBETCTBOBAJ
CBOM XMMMUYECKMII COCTaB MOBEPXHOCTH
Mepkypus.

[lepBas rumnote3a takopa. OkoJjo 4,5
MWJUTMApIOB JIeT Ha3aJl B TOM 4YacTH
MPOTOIUIAHETHOro 00J1aKa, 4To Mpue-
raja Kk CoJiHIly, BO3HUK MOILHBII Tra-
30BbIil TOTOK. OH mnpuHec ¢ cobOoi
osmxke K ColnHLY OrpoMHOE KOJauye-
CTBO MeTa/uiyeckux vactull. [Tostomy
MepKypHuii M3HAYaJbHO COHEpXKal 3Ha-
YUTEJbHO OO0JIblIE METAJIOB, YEM JpYy-
rue ruiaHetbl. Ecim 3ta Bepcusi BepHa,
TO Kopa MepKypusi Mo CBOEMY COCTaBy
HE JI0JDKHA OTJIMYAThC OT KOPbl APYIUX
[UIAHET 3€MHOT0 TUIA — OHA JIMILb TO-
pa3o TOHbIIE OOBIYHOTO.

[To apyroi rumnorese, M3-3a CTpalIHO-
ro rnekjaa, KOTopoe Llapujio Ha IMoBepX-
HOCTH MepKypus (a Koraa-To TeMrnepa-
Typbl TaMm gocturanu 2500—3500 rpany-
COB), YaCTb €ro KOphbl 3a MUJIJIMAP/bI JIET

ucrapuiack. B TakoM ciyyae oHa J0JIXK-
Ha COJIEpXaThb 3HAYUTEIbHO MEHBILIE Ta-
KMX JIETKOIUJIAaBKUX 2JIEMEHTOB, KaK Ha-
TPUUN U KaJUM, HEXKEJIM Kopa Hallei 1Jia-
HeTbl. BO3MOXHO Takxke, 4To 3a MUJLIN-
ap/ibl JIET COJHEYHBIM BETEp IMOCTEIEH-
HO CMeEJl BEPXHHME CJOU I1aHeTbl. Tak,
Ha 3emJie IMOJ JCHUCTBMEM BETpa CTHUpa-
IOTCSl B MblJIb LIEJIBIE TOPHI.

Tperbst rMnoTE3a MpPEAnoaaracT, 4YTo
BCKOpEe I10C/ie BO3HMKHOBeHHsT Mep-
KYpUsl C HUM CTOJIKHYJIAaChb HEeKasi KpyIl-
Hasl IJ1aHeTa, KoTtopas U cpesaja 00Jib-
IYI0 4aCTh €ro Kopbl U MaHTUM. Eciu
3TO W BIPSIMb CJAYYMUJIOCH, TO €r0 BHEII-
HUe cJIOW OyayT OeIHbl TAKUMU 3JIEMEH-
TaMM, KaK aJTIOMUHUH U KaJIbLIUNA,

MTak, y3HaB XUMHUYECKHUA COCTAB KO-
pbl MepKypus, Mbl HaBEpHsSIKa pa3rana-
€M UM TaifHy €ro MPOMUCXOXICHUS.

Anpo B o0bekTHBE «Meccenmkepa»

JItoOONBITHBINA pe3yjabTaT TPUHECTH
PEHTIeHOBCKME ucciaenoBaHus. Kak
0Kas3aJioCh, TOPOJIbI, U3 KOTOPBIX CJIO-
XeH Mepkypuii, comepxar pa3 B JECATh
00JIbIIe KAJTUSI U CEPBI, YEM 3€MHBIE WU
JyHHBIE TTopoabl. O0a 3TH 3/1IeMEHTa UC-
MapsoTcs TMpU CPaBHUTEJIBHO HM3KHUX
Temneparypax. A, 3HauuT, Mepkypuii
MOCJie CBOEro BO3HMKHOBEHMS HE Tak
cuJibHO paszorpeBaiicsi ConHueMm, Kak
MpeanoJjaraaoch. BbisiBIeHO Takxke He-
TUITHYHOE pacnpeieieHue paauoakTHB-
HBIX JIEMEHTOB Ha MOBEPXHOCTU TIjIa-
HeThl. Cynd 1Mo XMMHYECKOMY COCTaBY,
MepKypuid, BO3MOXHO, CJIOXEH U3 I10-
pOl, BOZHUKILIMX JAJIEKO Ha rnepudepuu
nmpoTtoruiaHeTHOro obaaka. [logobHbie
MOPOJIbl, COAEpXKallhe OOJBLIOE YHUCIIO
JICTYYUX COEAMHEHUM, MOXKHO BCTpE-
TUTb B METCOpPUTAX, MPUJIETAIOLIUX U3
rnyouH CoJHEYHOM CUCTEMBI, — HaIlpH-
MEp, B YIJIUCTBIX METECOPUTAX.

Mexny TteMm, akcneauuus «MecceH-
JKepa» OKOHYATEJIbHO MPOSICHUIA CTPO-
eHue Mepkypus. Bechoit 2012 rona
MOATBEPAMIOCH, YTO OH 00JiagaeT rpo-
MAaJHbIM XeJIe3HBIM siipoM. Ero pasme-
pbl MPEBOCXOAAT BCE HAILM OXMIAHUS,
TaKOB ObUI IPUTOBOP aCTPOHOMOB. DTO
CTaJ10 TIOHATHO IOCJIE CEpUM rpaBUTALIN -
OHHBIX M3MEPEHUI, TPOBEJECHHBIX 30H-
noM. Panuyc sinpa coctapisieT mpUMepHO
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A. Bonkoe Pepkue BcTpedum ¢ Mepkypuem
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0,85 pamguyca Bced IuiaHeTbl. OHO OKa-
3aJ10Ch Jaxe 0osblie, YyeM Ipejrosiara-
JIU 10 Hayajla 3TOM KOCMHUYECKOM 3KC-
neauuud. OnsaTh Xe Ui CpaBHEHUS:
paauyc 3eMHOro siApa MPUMEPHO BIBOE
MEHbIlIe pajuyca IJaHeThl. ACTPOHOMBI
HE MOrpeliuin MPOTUB UCTUHBI, CpaB-
HuBasi Mepkypuii, Korja crajiu U3BecT-
Hbl Pe3yJbTaThl UCCIICAOBAHMS, C allelib-
CMHOM. Koxypa dpyKra — 3TO MaHTHUS
U Kopa MepKypusi, a BCE OCTaJIbHOE —
ero sIpo.

OTO OTKPBITUE TMOOYIUJIO YYEHBIX 3a-
SIBUTb CO CTpaHMIl XypHajia «Science»
O TOM, 4YTO MpEXHUE TEOpUu 00pa3o-
BaHUsI IJIAHEThl HYXXHO MEPEeCMOTPETD.
«PaHee MBI MCXOOWJIM U3 TOrO, 4TO
MepKypuii YCTPOEH Tak Xe MPOCTo, Kak
u Jlyna, — ormevaet [d3Bun bneBerr. —
OnHako, cyas Mo CBEIEHUSIM, COOpaH-
HbIM «MecceHIKepOM», OH Pa3sUTENIbHO
oTanyaetcs ot JIyHbI».

Jlen B Kpaw pacCiuiaBJICHHOroO CBHHIA

Eue omHa 3araaka cBg3aHa ¢ TOJIO-
camu Mepkypuda. B 1991 rony uccieno-
BaTteJu U3 KanudopHuiickoro TeXHojo-
TMYECKOro MHCTUTYTA, COCTABJISA C TI0-
MOIIIBbIO TEJIECKOIa B Apecub0 paaunolio-
KallMOHHYIO Kapty Mepkypus, obpaTtu-
JIM BHUMaHWE HAa HEOOBIYHBIE OTPAXKEH-
HBIC CUTHAJIBI, TPUXOAAIINE CO CTOPOHBI
HECKOJIbKHUX IJIYOOKHX KpaTepoB B pai-
OHe ero cesepHoro nosioca. OHU OYEHb
HAITOMMHAJIM CUTHAJIBI, OTPAXXEHHBIE OT
MoJISIpHbIX 1Ianok Mapca.

[loxoxe ObLUIO, YTO B TO BpeMsi, KakK
Ha 3KBatope MepKypusi LapuT NEKIIO,
Ha ero IoJiocax JIexXur... Jea. OH 3amnoJ-
HSIET OT/EJbHBIE KpaTepbl. ITO CO0O0IIE-
HUE Y4eHble BCTPETUJIM HACTOPOKEHHO:
«Otkyna Ha Mepkypuu nen? U nmouyemy
OH He Taet? W 3T0 Ha njaaHeTe, Hellajl-
HO pa3orpeToil COJHEUYHBIMM JIydamu?
M u3 4ero cocTtouT 3TOT Jea’? JTo BO-
NSAHOU nen’»

M Bce Xe paxe rnpu TOM YYIOBHUIILL-
HOM Xape, YTO LIAPUT a JHEBHBIC YaChI
Ha Mepkypuu, HUYero (paHTaCTUYHO-
ro B 3Toil rurnore3e He ObL10. Och Bpa-
lmeHuss Mepkypus MOYTH MNEPIeHIUKY-
JISIpHA TIJIOCKOCTH OpOMTBI, a IOTOMY
CosiHue 07113 ero IMoJIlOCOB HEBBLICOKO
MOJIHUMAETCSl Hal ropu3oHTOM. Ero mny-

Yd HE MOIYT 3arJISIHYTh Ha JIHO CaMbIX
rTyOOKMX KpaTepoB, a 3HAYMT, TaM lia-
pST BEYHBIN X0J04 M MpakK. TaM U mor
CKOIMUTBCS CJIOM BOASIHOTO JIbJa, Tepe-
MEILAHHOTO C TblIbl0. O4eBUIHO, Je
COXpaHWJICS 31eCh Mnocje IajeHust Ko-
MET WM actepouaoB. Ha npoTsxeHuu
MUJUJTMOHOB JIET €ro KOJIMYECTBO OCTaBa-
JIOCb HEU3MEHHBIM.

YXe B KOHLE CBOEH A3KCHeauluu
30H], JCHCTBUTEJIBHO, OOHApyXWJ Ha
MepKypuH, B paiilOHE €ro CeBepHOro I0-
J10ca, rpoMajiHble KOJWYecTBa BOASIHO-
ro jipaa (cooduieHue 006 3ToM OBLIO OITy-
OJIMKOBAHO B XYpHaJie «Science» B HOSI-
ope 2012 roga). Ilo olieHkKe aMepuKaH-
ckoro actpoHoma JlsBuma JloypeHca,
3/16Chb CKOIUJIOCh, KAK MUHUMYM, OT CTa
MWJIJTMAPIOB 10 TPWJIJIMOHA TOHH BOJS-
Horo japaa. Bripoyem, TojmimMHa 3TOrO
CJIOS JIbjla TIOKAa He M3BECTHA, U YYeHbIC
MCXOIAT U3 TOTO, YTO OHA PaBHAETCH, 10
MeHbllIel mepe, 30 cantumerpam. Ho
CJIOM JIbJa MOXET JOCTUraTh M JBajlla-
T METPOB B BbICOTY. BepxHsist rpociioii-
Ka abga toamuHor ot 10 mo 20 caH-
TAMETPOB, KaK I0JararT acTPOHOMBI,
BeCbMa 3arpsi3HeHa, 3aTo IoJ Hel Jie-
KUT TIOYTHM MJICAIbHO YUCTBHIM BOIASHOM
nen. Bo3aMoXxHO, TakxXe Jiel ecTh U Ha
10XKHOM nosoce Mepkypusi. OnHako 00
9TOM MOXHO TOJIBKO JIOTajibIBAThCS, MO-
CKOJIBKY «MecceH1Kep» He MpuoImxKa-
Csl K 3TOMY IOJIOCY IJIAHETHI.

M erte Borpoc, KOTOpPbI HE MOXKET
He BO3HMKHYTb. Beab Besikuii pa3, Koraa
Mbl HaxoauMm rae-Hubyab B CoJHEYHOM
CUCTEME BOIY WJIM BOISHOM Jied, Mbl
3ayMbIBAEMCS O TOM, MOXKHO JIM OTbI-
CKaTh TaM XHU3Hb. Mapc, EBpona, DHiie-
nan, ternepb Mepkypuii. B ciyuae ¢ HUM
ACTPOHOMBI JAIOT OJHO3HAYHBIMA OTBET.
«HUKTO He roBoput 0 Xu3HU Ha Mep-
Kypun», — noauepkusaetr Caan Coso-
MOH, HayYYHBIH PYKOBOAMTE/b IKCIEAN-
uuu «MecceHmxkepa». M Bce-Taku, 1o
ero cioBam, Mepkypuii «ctan uHTEpec-
Hee U1l aCTpOOMOJIOTOBY.

...BO3MOXHO, OTBETBI Ha HEKOTO-
pble HOBbIe M CcTapble 3aragku Mepky-
pusi Mbl TIOJIYYUM YVXKE B CepeIHHE Clie-
NIVIOLLIETO AeCATUICTHS, Koraa 30H1 «be-
nuKonomb0» npubyner kK Mepkypuio.



